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HANDLING THE OIL SPILL IN THE GULF 
May 20-24, 2010 

 
As oil continues to pour into the Gulf of Mexico, the Obama administration receives negative 
ratings for how it has handled the oil spill – 35% approve, but more, 45%, disapprove.  One in 
five doesn’t have an opinion.  But the oil company BP receives even more widespread criticism: 
less than one in five Americans approve of how BP has handled the spill, and more than three 
times as many, 70%, disapprove. 
 
    HANDLING OF GULF OIL SPILL 
      Approve Disapprove 
  Obama administration  35%  45 
 
  BP    18%  70 
  
About half of Republicans and independents disapprove of how the Obama administration has 
handled the spill, while half of Democrats approve.  One in four Republicans doesn’t have an 
opinion.   
 
Majorities of all political ideologies disapprove of how BP has handled it.  
 

HANDLING OF GULF OIL SPILL 
      Approve Disapprove 
  Obama administration  35%  45 
   Republicans  24%  51 
   Democrats  50%  32 
   Independents  29%  50 
 
  BP    18%  70 
   Republicans  24%  64 
   Democrats  18%  73 
   Independents  14%  70 
 
In a CBS News Poll conducted earlier this month, 46% of Americans supported increasing 
offshore drilling for oil, marking a drop since 2008.  Support for offshore drilling has not changed 
much in this poll: 45% now favor increased offshore oil drilling, while 46% think the costs and 
risks are too great. 
 

INCREASED OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING? 
     Now  5/2010  8/2008  7/2008  

Favor   45%  46%  62%  64% 
  Risks too great 46  41  28  28 
 
Most Republicans favor it, while most Democrats and independents do not. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 1,054 adults nationwide, interviewed by telephone 
May 20-24, 2010.  Phone numbers were dialed from random digit dial samples of both standard land-line 
and cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus 
three percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.   
 
This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls. 


