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Americans continue to worry about illegal immigration – something two 
in three say is a very serious problem - and want the government to do 
more about it. But among Americans nationwide, half say Arizona’s new 
law is “about right” in its approach to combating illegal immigration, 
and only one-third of Americans think the new law “goes too far.”  
 
51% believe the Arizona law - which gives the police the power to 
question anyone they suspect is in the country illegally, requires 
people to produce documents verifying their status if asked, and 
allows officers to detain anyone who cannot do so - is “about right” 
in its approach.  One in ten would even go further, while about a 
third thinks it goes too far. 
 
   NEW ARIZONA LAW ON ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 
    Goes too far   36% 
    Doesn’t go far enough   9 
    About right   51 
 
More of those in the South or Midwest than in the East or West see the 
law as about right.  67% of Republicans say Arizona has taken the 
right approach, compared to 38% of Democrats and 51% of independents.  
 
Americans have expectations about the effects of the law in Arizona.  
A majority say it’s likely (and half say it’s very likely) that the 
law will result in police officers detaining people of certain racial 
or ethnic groups more frequently than others.  Most also think that it 
will make immigrants there (legal or illegal) less likely to report 
crime, and place added burdens on police departments.   
 

ARIZONA’S NEW IMMIGRATION LAW WILL… 
    ` Very  Somewhat  Not too/ 
          likely likely  not likely 
Affect certain ethnic/ 
  Racial groups more  50%  32    15 
Lower crime reporting  
  By immigrants   55%  25    15 
Burden police 
  Departments   34%  44    19 
 
There is comparably less expectation that the measure will reduce the 
number of illegal immigrants and crime in general.  Both those who 
think the law is about right and those who think it goes too far 



 

believe the numbers of immigrants will decrease, but only those who 
think the law is about right expect crime to go down. 
 

ARIZONA’S NEW IMMIGRATION LAW WILL… 
    ` Very  Somewhat  Not too/ 
          likely likely  not likely 
Reduce illegal  
  Residents   29%  43    23   
Reduce new illegal 
  Immigration   29%  40    26 
Reduce crime   19%  35    40 
 
THE PROBLEM OF IMMIGRATION – LEGAL AND NOT 
 
Two out of three Americans – more then ever before - see illegal 
immigration as a very serious problem.   
 
    ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION IS … 
       Now 7/08 5/07 4/06 
  Very serious problem  65% 60% 61% 62% 
  Somewhat serious problem  24 29 30 25 
  Not a problem   10 10  7 12 
 
Even more – 78% - say the U.S. should be doing more to keep illegal 
immigrants from crossing the border.  
  

U.S. DOING ALL IT CAN TO STOP ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION? 
Yes, doing all it can  17% 
Should be doing more  78 

 
And Americans think it is the job of the federal government, not the 
states, to make the rules about illegal immigration.  Just 34% would 
generally give the job of setting immigration policy to the states.   
 

SHOULD ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION LAWS BE SET BY…? 
Federal govt.   57% 
State govt.   34 

 
For many, illegal immigration creates economic problems: nearly three 
in four believe the presence of illegal immigrants who do not all pay 
taxes, but use government services, weakens the economy. (Americans 
still view the economy as the country’s most important problem.)  Just 
17% say they strengthen the economy by taking on low-wage jobs.   
 
    ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 
   Strengthen economy  17% 
   Weaken economy   74 
 
However, most Americans don’t want to deport illegal immigrants who 
have jobs.  More than four in ten would have them keep working and 
offer them a pathway to citizenship.  Another 21% would allow them to 

 



 

keep working – but as guest workers.  Less than a third favors 
deportation.   
 
 WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS NOW WORKING IN U.S.? 
  Allowed to stay/apply for citizenship 43% 
  Allowed to stay as guest workers  21 
  Be required to leave U.S.   32 
 
Americans are generally as open towards legal immigration as they have 
been in the past.  Only 31% -- fewer now than at any time in more than 
a decade -- would decrease the number of legal immigrants allowed into 
the country.  Just 27% say the U.S. cannot welcome any more new 
immigrants, and 49% think most recent immigrants contribute to this 
country rather than cause problems.  But most also believe that U.S. 
immigration policy needs major changes -- or to be completely rebuilt.   
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 1079 adults nationwide, 
interviewed by telephone April 28-May 2, 2010.  Phone numbers were dialed 
from random digit dial samples of both standard land-line and cell phones.  
The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be 
plus or minus three percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.  
This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National 
Council on Public Polls. 
 
 

 



 

CBS NEWS/NEW YORK TIMES POLL 
Immigration 
April 28 – May 2, 2010 
 
q58 Which comes closer to your opinion: 1) America should always welcome all immigrants, 
or 2) America should always welcome some immigrants, but not others, or 3) America cannot 
afford to open its doors to any newcomers? 
 

   ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind   May07a 
                               %       %      %       %     % 
Welcome all                   33      27     45      27   24 
Welcome some                  34      37     27      38   48 
No newcomers                  27      30     22      29   24 
DK/NA                          6       6      6       6    4 
 
q59 Which of the following three statements comes closest to expressing your overall   
view of immigration policy in the United States?  1) On the whole, our immigration policy   
works pretty well and only minor changes are necessary to make it work better.  2) There 
are some good things in our immigration policy, but fundamental changes are needed.    
3) Our immigration policy has so much wrong with it that we need to completely rebuild 
it. 
 
Only minor changes             8       7      6      10    8 
Fundamental changes           45      41     52      41   41 
Completely rebuild            44      48     39      46   49 
DK/NA                          3       4      3       3    2 
 
q60 Overall, would you say most recent immigrants to the United States contribute to this  
country, or do most of them cause problems?  
 
Contribute                    49      36     59      48   57 
Cause problems                31      39     22      32   28 
Both (vol.)                    7       8      8       6    6 
Depends on origin (vol.)       2       3      2       1    1 
DK/NA                         11      14      9      13    8 
 
q61 Should LEGAL immigration into the United States be kept at its present level,  
increased, or decreased? 
 

Apr10a 
Present level                 44      47     41      44   35 
Increased                     17      13     26      12   16 
Decreased                     31      35     27      33   41 
DK/NA                          8       5      6      11    8 
 
q62 What about ILLEGAL immigration, how serious a problem do you think the issue of 
ILLEGAL immigration is for the country right now -- very serious, somewhat serious, not 
too serious, or not at all serious?  
 
Very serious                  65      75     55      67 
Somewhat serious              24      19     32      21 
Not too serious                9       5      9      11 
Not at all serious             1       0      2       0 
DK/NA                          1       1      2       1 
 

 



 

q63 Do you think ILLEGAL immigrants do more to strengthen the U.S. economy because they 
provide low-cost labor and they spend money or do ILLEGAL immigrants do more to weaken 
the U.S. economy because they don't all pay taxes but use public services? 
 

   ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind    
                               %       %      %       %     
Strengthen                    17       9     24      17 
Weaken                        74      86     64      76 
DK/NA                          9       5     12       7 
 
q64 Do you think the U.S. is doing all it can reasonably be expected to do along its   
borders to keep ILLEGAL immigrants from crossing into this country, or could the U.S. be 
doing more? 
 
Doing all it can              17      11     20      19 
Could be doing more           78      87     77      72 
DK/NA                          5       2      3       9 
 
q65 Which comes closest to your view about illegal immigrants who are currently working 
in the U.S.? 1. They should be allowed to stay in their jobs and to eventually apply for 
U.S. citizenship, or 2. They should be allowed to stay in their jobs only as guest 
workers, but not to apply for U.S. citizenship, or 3. They should be required to leave 
their jobs and leave the U.S. 
 

Apr09b 
 % 

Allowed to stay and apply     43      31     53      42   44 
Stay as guest worker          21      23     22      19   21 
Required to leave jobs & U.S. 32      42     21      35   30 
DK/NA                          4       4      4       4    5 
 
q66 Do you think laws regarding illegal immigration should be determined by the federal   
government or by each state government? 
 
Federal government            57      52     63      54 
State government              34      37     29      36 
Both (vol.)                    4       6      2       4 
DK/NA                          5       5      6       6 
 
q67 As you may know, the state of Arizona recently passed a law that gives the police   
the power to question anyone they suspect is in the country illegally, requires people to  
produce documents verifying their status if asked, and allows officers to detain anyone  
who cannot do so. Do you think this law goes too far in dealing with the issue of illegal 
immigration, doesn't go far enough, or is it about right? 
 
Too far                       36      21     49      34 
Not far enough                 9       9      9      10 
About right                   51      67     38      51 
DK/NA                          4       3      4       5 
 

 



 

q68 How likely do you think it is that the new law in Arizona will lead to police 
officers detaining people of certain racial or ethnic groups more frequently than other 
racial or ethnic groups? Do you think that is very likely to happen, somewhat likely, not 
too likely or not at all likely to happen? 
 

   ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind    
                               %       %      %       %     
Very likely                   50      32     63      51 
Somewhat likely               32      46     29      25 
Not too likely                11      17      5      13 
Not at all likely              4       3      2       7 
DK/NA                          3       2      1       4 
 
q69 How likely do you think it is that the new law in Arizona will deter immigrants   
from reporting crime or cooperating with authorities out of fear of being deported? 
Do you think that is very likely to happen, somewhat likely, not too likely or not at  
all likely to happen? 
 
Very likely                   55      44     62      57 
Somewhat likely               25      32     25      21 
Not too likely                10      15      9       9 
Not at all likely              5       6      3       7 
DK/NA                          5       3      1       6 
 
q70 How likely do you think it is that the new law in Arizona will burden the resources  
of state and local police departments? Do you think that is very likely to happen, 
somewhat likely, not too likely or not at all likely to happen? 
 
Very likely                   34      24     47      29 
Somewhat likely               44      49     39      44 
Not too likely                13      18      8      14 
Not at all likely              6       7      4       8 
DK/NA                          3       2      2       5 
 
q71 How likely do you think it is that the new law in Arizona will lead to a reduction   
in the number of illegal immigrants currently in Arizona? Do you think that is very 
likely to happen, somewhat likely, not too likely or not at all likely to happen? 
 
Very likely                   29      38     25      26 
Somewhat likely               43      43     42      43 
Not too likely                16      15     20      15 
Not at all likely              7       3      8       9 
DK/NA                          5       1      5       7 
 
q72 How likely do you think it is that the new law in Arizona will deter people from 
other countries from illegally crossing the border into Arizona? Do you think that is 
very likely to happen, somewhat likely, not too likely or not at all likely to happen? 
 
Very likely                   29      30     23      33 
Somewhat likely               40      43     44      36 
Not too likely                18      19     18      17 
Not at all likely              8       6      9       9 
DK/NA                          5       2      6       5 
 

 



 

q73 How likely do you think it is that the new law in Arizona will reduce crime in that 
state? Do you think that is very likely to happen, somewhat likely, not too likely or not 
at all likely to happen? 
 

   ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind    
                               %       %      %       %     
Very likely                   19      24     18      16 
Somewhat likely               35      41     32      34 
Not too likely                25      21     28      26 
Not at all likely             15      11     18      15 
DK/NA                          6       3      4       9 
 
Sample sizes: 
Total Respondents    1079 
 
Total Republicans     320   
Total Democrats      380 
Total Independents    379 
 
 

 


