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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE ON NATION:  the new terror alert.  What is al-Qaida targeting? Last week's 
terror alerts changed the landscape in Washington and New York, where government 
buildings and financial institutions were surrounded by heavy security forces.  Is it necessary 
or overreaction based on old information, as some critics are charging?  We'll ask Frances 
Townsend, the president's top homeland security adviser. 
 
Then we'll talk with the top Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Joe Biden 
of Delaware. 
 
Evan Thomas of Newsweek joins in the questions. 
 
And we'll have the 50th anniversary Flashback on the resignation of Richard Nixon. 
 
Finally, a word on crime on the campaign trail. 
 
But, first, the nation on alert on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again.  With us now:  Frances Townsend, the homeland 
security adviser to the president.  Joining in our questioning this morning:  Evan Thomas of 
Newsweek magazine. 
 
Ms. Townsend, I think, first, we should tell people who you are because you've been behind 
the scenes for a long time.  Suddenly this week you emerged as kind of a spokesman on this 
issue.  You came into the government back during the Clinton administration and spent most 
of your time, as I understand it, over in the Justice Department. 
 
Ms. FRANCES TOWNSEND (White House Homeland Security Adviser):  Actually, I came 
into the federal government under Rudy Giuliani in the US attorney's office going back years 
ago, before I came down to Washington during the Clinton administration. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But while the public's just now coming to know you, you've been dealing with 
this for a long time. 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Yes, sir. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You have said, I believe, and said again this morning that al-Qaida's intention is 
to stage an attack in this country before the election.  Does this new information that you 
received this week cause you to think that's more likely or less likely? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, actually, as you point out, this information about the specific targets 
in New York, Washington and northern New Jersey came into what was, really, a continuing 
stream of intelligence that we were already aware of.  Tom Ridge and John Ashcroft had held 
press conferences earlier in the year about our concern over pre-election threat.  While it's not 
clear if this is the entire pre-election plan, this is--certainly looks like it was a piece of it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, I guess what I'm saying is are you more worried today about an attack 
than you were, say, six months ago? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, sure.  I mean, I think this is a clear picture now that is beginning to 
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emerge about the intentions of the terrorists and our enemies to attack the homeland.  And 
what we know now that we didn't know six months ago is that they've done a good deal of 
planning and surveillance work to accomplish that goal. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Evan. 
 
Mr. EVAN THOMAS (Newsweek):  Fran, is al-Qaida here now in the United States? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  You know, Evan, it's hard to say.  I mean, certainly when you look at 
these surveillance reports, they're so detailed; it had to be done by someone who had access to 
those targets.  We came out with those five.  There were others that we saw, but they weren't 
nearly as detailed.  I think for the safety of the country, we've got to assume that they are.  
And the FBI working with the CIA and our allies overseas looks for lead information to try 
and identify al-Qaida members or associates here in the United States. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  Does this feel to you, in your gut, like the summer before 9/11? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  I actually think, Evan, the intelligence now is much better. I think it's 
much more definitive, clearer and much more detailed.  I think it feels sort of more serious, 
more urgent than it did even then--compared to then. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you this.  When Secretary Ridge made this announcement on 
Sunday, he specifically named these financial institutions.  But shortly after that the US 
Capitol Police put up these extraordinary roadblocks and took all these new security 
precautions around the Capitol.  Has there been some threat against the Capitol or 
congressmen that has not been announced, that we don't know about publicly? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, as I mentioned and answered to Evan's question, there were other 
targets that we were aware of.  There's also continuing threat streams.  We knew that al-
Qaida was--practiced in the training camps for assassinations and kidnappings.  And there 
are a number of others like that that are continuing threat streams.  We shared, in an 
unprecedented way, in this recent terror alert the detailed intelligence that we had.  In 
particular, Commissioner Ray Kelly in New York participated in the principles conversation 
about announcing it.  And s... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But--not to interrupt, but in other words, what you're saying is there had been 
some threats against the Capitol and members of Congress? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Yes, in the past and as part of this continuing threat stream, and so we 
shared that with them. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Why did you not share it with the district police?  As people who do not live in 
Washington perhaps do not know, we have three police forces here; we have the 
Metropolitan Police force, we have the Capitol Police, who guard the Capitol; we have the 
US Park Police, who guard the monuments. Apparently, the Capitol Police, when they threw 
up all these roadblocks, caught the other police in town totally by surprise. 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, each works within their own sort of jurisdiction and mandate and 
takes those steps that they believe they need to take to protect their buildings and 
responsibilities.  Through Secretary Tom Ridge and the Department of Homeland Security, 
we did communicate with a number of state, city and local officials. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But, apparently, you didn't deal with the district police, because they say they 
were caught completely unawares.  They say the information they have gives them no reason 
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to believe that there's an increased threat.  And, in fact, the mayor announced this--or last 
week that he intends to sue the Secret Service and some of the other government agencies, 
that they're trying to block off more streets because they don't believe it's necessary. 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, the whole idea of sharing the intelligence with them is so that they 
can make their own judgments.  It's clear from what you're saying that they've made--they 
have made their own judgments, different from ours. We try to work with state and local 
officials, and so it's a more cooperative and coordinated process.  And I actually, Bob, do 
think that the Department of Homeland Security, and Secretary Ridge in particular, did work 
with officials in the district. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, are you saying that all these police forces got the same information and 
they made different judgments about what to do about it? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  They got the information that was relevant to their area or locality.  
Obviously, the district wouldn't have been interested in the detailed information that 
regarded New York. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  In retrospect, could you have done a better job in how these terror alerts were 
announced? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  You know, I--the terror alerts have three real main purposes. One, in 
terms of federal agencies, it tells them what expectations there are, because they know--at the 
different levels.  State and locals, it allows them to plan for protective measures that they can 
take.  And then there's the general public.  I'm a mother of small children, and I want as 
much information as the government can give me to make smart decisions for my family.  But 
I also then have the opportunity, if I see suspicious activity--for example, if I saw somebody 
taking pictures of the World Bank, which is not your typical tourist attraction, I could report 
that to local officials so they could take action. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  But what have you learned about how to do these alerts?  I mean, it is a 
learning curve.  What have you learned? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, one of the things I think we've all learned, and that is when Tom 
Ridge did the press conference, what we did right after it was we had four career intelligence 
counterterrorism officials there to brief the press and background them on the material that 
led us to take these actions. That's really important in terms of an understanding.  It was 
interesting to me, Evan--but, you know, for example, in that backgrounding brief, we talked 
about the age of the intelligence and how that was not relevant.  The East Africa bombing--
embassy surveillances were done five years in advance.  The same thing was--the 9/11 
planning happened five years in advance.  We reported that to the--in the backgrounding 
brief, and yet that wasn't really picked up very well by all the papers. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But why wasn't that announced by Secretary Ridge?  Because, as we all know, 
when you have a background briefing, what is said, the government hasn't--doesn't have to 
take responsibility for that.  That's a way for the government to put out information and not 
take responsibility for it.  Why didn't Secretary Ridge say, `Some of this information is new, 
some of it is not new'?  As--what happened--it took three days to get this story.  We first were 
told it was not new, then the next day we were told--I mean, that it was knew; the next day 
we're told, `Well, it's not new,' and the third day we're told, `Some of it's new and some of it's 
old.'  Why wasn't that all done in the first day? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, in fact, we thought we had accomplished that in the context of the 
background briefing. 
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SCHIEFFER:  But why did that need to be on background?  Why wouldn't he make that 
public? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, but the purpose--remember, the purpose of Secretary Ridge's 
announcement was to announce the raising of the threat level in the three cities in a very 
surgical way.  You know, it's the first time we've ever used the alert system just to particular 
sectors in a city, recognizing the economic impact that raising the threat alert has, we want--
we're able to now, in a more mature and sophisticated way, target the raising of the threat 
level.  Secretary Ridge was sort of talking at the strategic level, and we decided that we 
thought it was important to give the additional detail, but not have it--it wasn't important to 
have it come particularly from Secretary Ridge. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, it became important, if I may say so. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  You look at the intelligence product every morning.  How good our spy 
service?  How are we doing on human intelligence? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  The fact is we have--we're seeing now the benefits of President Bush's 
investment in the intelligence services, and we're starting to glean kind of the payoff for that.  
We get more and better human intelligence.  We have a view into al-Qaida now, a window in 
that we never had before especially pre-9/11.  And we have stronger allies in the region, both 
in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, for example.  We have counterterrorism relationships we never 
enjoyed before. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  But are we too dependent on our liaison services on other foreign services?  
Do we have enough of our own spies getting inside? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  As I said, Evan, we're doing better than we've ever done and I think we 
need to continue to increase that capability over time.  That's part of the whole idea behind 
the intelligence reform. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think we'll be staying at this level for the election, this level of security? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Bob, it's difficult to say.  You know, with the arrests in Great Britain, I 
think we're going to see additional information.  We may see additional US targets.  It's hard 
to judge that now until we have a better sense of what we see out of Great Britain, Pakistan 
and this arrest over the weekend in the UAE. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What would cause you to lower it? 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Well, if we believed that we had taken sufficient protective measures, I 
don't think that there's ever going to be a point based on what we've seen so far to think these 
are not real targets.  If we increase our long-term protective measures against particular 
targets and particular sectors, we'll be able to come down. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Ms. Townsend, I'm sorry.  Our time is up.  Thank you so much for enlightening 
us on this this morning. 
 
Ms. TOWNSEND:  Thanks. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  I hope to have you back again. 
 
We're going to get a different perspective now.  We're going to go to Wilmington, Delaware.  
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Senator Joe Biden, the ranking Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee... 
 
Senator JOSEPH BIDEN (Democrat, Delaware; Ranking, Foreign Relations Committee):  Hey, 
Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...in the Senate is standing by. 
 
Well, Senator, you just heard Ms. Townsend.  She says that, in fact, there were some threats 
involving the Capitol and Congress.  Do you know anything about that? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What can you tell us? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Nothing. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Nothing. 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  OK.  I'm not being facetious.  I was briefed via a secured telephone line from the 
FBI offices here in Delaware the day before yesterday, and even on that line, we were not 
able to discuss some things that they had to tell me.  I'll be receiving what they--this is called 
queue clearance requirements and you couldn't do it over the line I was on, but I was made 
aware that there were some additional threats than those that were published--I read at least-
-in the press. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And you take this seriously? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  I take it seriously.  I think some of the sources--I'm not impressed by some of the 
sources.  I guess I've been doing this too long.  I was on the Intelligence Committee for 10 
years.  I've been in this capacity in the Foreign Relations Committee for some time. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, why were you not satisfied? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Well, it's not so much I wasn't satisfied.  It's not--some of the sources by the 
admission or statement of our intelligence people have questionable credibility because we've 
received disinformation before.  But it's--so I don't want the American people or specifically 
my wife listening to this thinking that there's hard data that is incontrovertible from hard 
sources that has targeted individual officeholders or targeted specific places in Washington, 
DC. 
 
But there is a lot of talk about--there's a whole lot of traffic out there. And combine that with 
the plans that were acquired off of that computer that are two years old, and some--my--
what I kept questioning just to kind of make your point, I was trying to play the part of the 
newsman, if you will, on this interview and I kept saying, `OK.  All that information you give 
me, all that detail, it's contemporaneous with prior to 9/11.  Is there anything else you have?  
I'm not impressed with what you're telling me here.' 
 
And then there were several things that they told me made what was captured and the 
casing material--that is, the buildings being cased and all that--gave some reason to believe 
that those plans still might be viable or still may be being considered.  Again, though, I'm on a 
slippery slope here to say any more than that.  There's reason to be concerned.  I don't think 
there's reason to be alarm. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  Well, Senator, as you say, you've been around from Foreign Relations and the 
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Intelligence Committee for a long time, seen this go on for a long time.  Do you think the 
intelligence community has a good handle on this right now? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  No. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  Why? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  I think it has an increasingly better handle on it for the point you made, Evan, 
and that is we're playing catchup here in terms of how much of this so-called HUMINT, 
human intelligence.  Your point, you asked Ms. Townsend about whether or not we were 
relying on secondary sources too much because that's all we had.  I think the honest answer 
to that is we are because it's necessary and one of the things we're kind of playing catch-up 
ball with and it's beginning to bear some fruit is having essentially had a serious `come to the 
Lord' meeting with our friends in Saudi Arabia.  The only reason I believe they're cooperating 
as much as they are now and they should have been a year ago--you may remember I was 
criticizing their failure to cooperate over a year and a year and a half ago is they've now 
figured out they're in the deal, they're the targets.  It's not anything having to do with 
anything we'd done in my view.  They've figured out they better cooperate because their 
safety lies in our security as well as theirs.  So there is some progress.  I'm not suggesting 
there's not, but I think there's a long way to go. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  We've been hearing a lot about proposed reforms from the 9-11 Commission 
and all that.  Suppose they did all that.  Suppose they did everything the 9-11 Commission 
recommended.  Would that have an immediate impact on what we're talking about here... 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  No. 
 
Mr. THOMAS:  ...on making our un... 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  No, because we're playing catch-up here.  I mean, the immediate impact, it's 
going to take--look, I mean, I did a lot of work, as Ms. Townsend did, dealing with the mob, 
dealing with the Mafia.  One of the problems is--one of the things is we had a lot of Italian-
American who cooperated and infiltrated the mob, and they were really FBI agents and 
secret agents.  We don't have many people who are able to infiltrate--I mean, it's a basic, 
simple point.  We don't have many people who are able to infiltrate, and/or get into the al-
Qaida-type networks, the fundamentalist networks. We've not worked that before.  So it's 
going to take a lot of time to build that up. 
 
But the biggest thing the 9/11 recommendations could do if we were willing to give the so-
called--the new guy, the national intelligence director, which I think we should have--it's not 
a very useful office unless we give that person budget authority.  That means, as you know, 
both of you know as well as I do, that allows him to set the priorities.  I'm the guy that 
drafted the national drug czar legislation.  There were 36 outfits dealing with drugs in the 
federal government.  When I drafted it, it had budget authority.  It got emasculated because 
all those departments like to keep their own little fiefdoms.  So it's useful, but not nearly as 
useful as it could be. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator, you're talking about new departments, we have the new Department 
of Homeland Security.  The way these alerts have been announced, to me--it seems to me 
there could be a better way.  The secretary announces this, and then we find out the next day 
it's old information, and then we find out the next day that it's old and new information.  Do 
you think this Department of Homeland Security, which is an enormous bureaucracy, is 
working very well? 
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Sen. BIDEN:  No, but I don't blame it on Tom Ridge.  I had a discussion with the folks out at 
Rand, the Rand Corporation, who do a lot of work, as you know, for various government 
agencies.  And one of the lead guys out there said, `Senator, I don't know how Ridge does 
this.'  He needs at least 30 analysts working with him, and I think he has one or two.  So he's 
inherited 176,000 people and he has very few analysts. 
 
And so I don't think we're getting--I think this administration's priorities, where they focus 
their attention, is what has been mismanaged, not their intentions.  And so Ridge has 176,000 
people.  He hardly has any analysts who can do hard scrubbing for him to tell him what they 
deal is, and he is now reaching out to other agencies to--for example, the Rand Corporation, 
seeking assistance, which he needs to do. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  OK. 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  So we're not organized very well. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Left me shift to Iraq quickly, because while we've been so focused in this 
country on these terror alerts, it looks like Iraq has just blown up again.  It looks like full-scale 
war going on over there.  What can you tell us about that, and how do you evaluate what's 
happening there? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Well, I know our time is very short.  I think the situation in Najaf is not as bad 
as it was back in April when Sadr began his little rampage.  I think it is more controllable.  
The problem is, we gave Allawi, the new prime minister, the head of the Iraqi government, 
we have him sovereignty but not much capability.  And so what happened here, as you 
know, a police station was attacked in Najaf three times.  They, the governor, the governor 
who's in the Allawi government, in that province, asked for a backup and help.  We went in. 
 The good news is, the police didn't flee.  The good news is there's some movement made.  
The good news is Allawi actually has support.  The bad news is there's very little capacity 
because we've squandered the opportunity for a year to actually train up police, train up 
military, and we went in with so few forces.  So we're playing catch-up there again.  I don't 
think it's as bad as it was back in April. 
 
I do think though the critical point is, you have this 1,000 people coming together, supposedly 
beginning next week in Baghdad to choose an interim parliament, a critical step, a critical 
step in our ultimate exit strategy which is a government that can control itself... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  OK. 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  ...and hold elections, and we're in trouble there because we don't have enough 
security. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Thank you very much, Senator.  Appreciate it. 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We'll be back with another FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Thirty years ago today, Richard Nixon resigned the presidency.  A year earlier 
Republican Senator Lowell Weicker, who would become one of Nixon's toughest critics, was 
still hoping the president would come clean and save his presidency. 
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After refusing to release the tapes of his White House conversations, Nixon was sinking 
deeper into the Watergate scandal.  On FACE THE NATION, Weicker said he just wanted 
the president to be honest. 
 
(Excerpt from August 12, 1973, FACE THE NATION) 
 
Senator LOWELL WEICKER:  There has to be confidence in the man that he's going to square 
with all of us.  The fact that he makes mistakes, good Lord, we all do that.  We all do that.  
And I--and the American people understand that also can happen insofar as their president's 
concerned, but not staring them in the face and saying you're telling them the full story when 
you're not telling them the full story ...(unintelligible). 
 
Unidentified Man:  You think he can regain that confidence, though.  You believe he could 
regain that confidence without releasing the tapes. 
 
Sen. WEICKER:  No, I think he has to release the tapes. 
 
(End of excerpt) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  After a series of unsuccessful court battles, Nixon was ordered to release the 
tapes... 
 
(Excerpt from Nixon audiotape) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...including what would be known as the smoking gun, the tape that led to his 
resignation on August 8th, 1974, another FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
And I'll be back with a final word. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And finally today, when John Kerry and his caravan of buses showed up in 
Davenport, Iowa, on the same day as President Bush and his bus brigade, it took every cop in 
Davenport to guard them.  And wouldn't you just know it? While the cops were guarding 
the candidates, there were three bank robberies across town. 
 
It's like what happened back in 1977 on the professional golf tour.  Police noticed that bank 
robberies were occurring in towns where golf tournaments were being played.  It turned out 
that one of the golfers, a guy named Richard Meister, was robbing banks after finishing his 
round of golf.  He never won a dime playing the tournaments, but the $400,000 he made 
robbing banks as the tournaments moved from town to town was more than the top golfer, 
Tom Watson, won that year. 
 
Well, he went to jail, but here's what's worrying me.  In this age when our politics is marked 
by such wild rumor and savage innuendo, another bank robbery on the campaign trail could 
cause people to believe that one of the reporters covering these candidates is moonlighting as 
a bank robber.  This is wrong.  It is unfair, and we must stop such talk before it starts.  For 
one thing, I know for a fact that Brokaw and Rather were nowhere near Davenport that day. 
 Furthermore, I'm told, Russert and Stephanopoulos claimed to have alibis.  My law 
enforcement sources tell me they are not suspects, either, at this point.  But we'll keep you 
posted. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


