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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, three takes on the election, Secretary of State Rice, Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Richard Lugar and ranking committee Democrat Joe 
Biden. 
 
It was marked by violence, but Iraqis did vote today.  Dan Rather is in Baghdad.  We'll get the 
latest. 
 
Then we'll get the new secretary of State's assessment.  And for context bring in Senators 
Lugar and Biden. 
 
Finally, I'll talk about the most important election of President Bush's life. Going to the polls in 
Iraq on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Good morning again. 
 
Yes, there was some violence, some very violent episodes, but Iraqis did go to the polls and 
vote.  Dan Rather is in Baghdad this morning.  We're going to go first to him. 
 
Dan, how did it look this morning? 
 
DAN RATHER reporting: 
 
Well, by any reasonable analysis, Bob, this is a probable tipping point, certainly a very major 
turning point in the history of the US mission here. There was a high voter turnout, possibly 
above 72 percent of the eligible voters.  Even the most conservative estimates are well above 50 
percent of the eligible voters.  So the story here today is not one of violence.  The story is one of 
bravery by the Iraqi people by going to the polls, high voter turnout.  And then a substory 
under that, the insurgency, while it killed more than 30 people, didn't mount any cataclysmic 
event.  And the insurgency gives every indication of being on the run.  It doesn't mean it's 
completely over. But by any objective analysis, Bob, this is the biggest day for the Iraqi people 
and for US policy and the Bush administration here since the fall of Baghdad and the toppling 
of Saddam Hussein's statue. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So you believe, Dan, that this is going to be seen as legitimate across Iraq and it 
will have a positive impact? 
 
RATHER:  It's hard to draw any other conclusion, on the basis, not just of what we've seen 
ourselves by going out to polling places, but what we've seen all over the country.  The voter 
turnout in some sections of the Kurdish north and the Shiite south, that voter turnout has 
been above 90 percent in some sections. 
 
I would say, Bob, the one cautionary note here is that the Sunnis did not vote in very large 
numbers.  And they remain a question mark what they're going to do.  The other is that now 
that the people have spoken with their vote, they are going to demand improvement and 
improvement quickly in things like electricity, sewage services, and they want an end to these 
long gasoline lines.  And if the elected lists from today's victory at the polls doesn't deliver those 
things with US help, then there will be trouble ahead. 
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SCHIEFFER:  All right, Dan Rather.  Be careful, Dan, and thank you very much this 
morning. 
 
And we're back now in Washington with the new secretary of State, our first opportunity to 
call you Madam Secretary. 
 
Secretary CONDOLEEZZA RICE (State Department):  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Our guest many times on FACE THE NATION.  Madam Secretary, Dan 
Rather is extremely positive this morning about what's happened.  What's your assessment? 
 
Sec. RICE:  The Iraqi people are showing their bravery.  And they're demonstrating yet again 
that these values of the desire for liberty and freedom are universal values.  They're not values 
that have to be imposed from the outside.  They're universal values.  They're also showing 
their bravery because they're doing this despite threats of intimidation.  Zarqawi going out and 
literally saying that he was going to attack democracy.  And so this is an extraordinary time and 
a remarkable day for the Iraqi people. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Madam Secretary, have you had a chance to talk to the president yet? 
 
Sec. RICE:  I talked to the president this morning, a couple of hours ago. And he, too, is 
heartened by what he's seeing.  We all recognize that the Iraqis have a long road ahead of 
them, that the insurgency is not going to go away as a result of today.  But the Iraqi people 
have taken a very important step in losing the sense of fear and intimidation that has been in 
their lives for decades under the tyranny of Saddam Hussein.  And that's a first step toward 
finding your voice and finding your democratic future. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, do you feel that the election itself will have an impact on the Iraqi people? 
 
Sec. RICE:  I--it has to have an impact.  I think that you're seeing that the Iraqis decided that 
they were going to go out and vote.  But it is just the first step.  And they will now put together 
a National Assembly.  I'm quite certain that they will try to put together an assembly that 
brings Iraqis together rather than splitting them apart; that they will then move to write a 
constitution.  And, you know, Bob, that the process of democracy going forward now will have 
its ups and downs, its twists and turns as they try to put together institutions that can bridge 
their differences.  But they've made a very, very good start today. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Last week, as you know, Senator Kennedy, who has emerged as the most 
prominent critic, I think, now of the war, said that once this election was passed, we should 
begin the process of bringing our troops home.  What would be the impact of that if we did? 
 
Sec. RICE:  The Iraqi people need to know that we intend to be with them through this 
process of democracy and the building of institutions. Obviously, our forces are there and the 
coalition forces are there under a UN mandate.  They are there because the Iraqis do not 
believe that they have the capability to defend themselves from these terrible enemies, some of 
them foreign terrorists, some of them the remnants of the old regime that intends to try to 
oppress them again.  And so the message should be to the Iraqi people:  We intend to finish the 
job.  And we have to remember we went to Iraq not just for the Iraqi people.  We went to Iraq 
because American security interests were involved.  We will train the Iraqis.  When they can 
take these missions themselves, they will do so... 
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SCHIEFFER:  Well... 
 
Sec. RICE:  ...and I think you'll see us taking fewer and fewer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you, in fact, think the Iraqi forces at this point could defend themselves 
should we leave? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, the Iraqi forces at this point are still very young. They've had some great 
successes.  They were successful in Fallujah.  They were successful in Najaf over the last 
several months, and they were successful today in defending their own democracy.  General 
Casey has said recently on a conference call that he believes the Iraqi forces have done their 
job.  There have been very few incidents where coalition forces had to take up the slack for 
them.  So those are good signs.  But they're young, and a lot of work--as an institution--and a 
lot of work still has to be done.  But we will accelerate that process.  We are going to come to a 
point where they are on the front lines.  And that will be a good day. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  As I understand it, various administration officials have said there is something 
in the neighborhood of 140,000 Iraqi troops that have been trained.  That's about the number 
of American troops that are in Iraq right now.  How large is this insurgency force?  I mean, if 
140,000 Iraqis... 
 
Sec. RICE:  Yeah.  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...can't do the job, how big is this force that is opposing it? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, the numbers, which range in the 120,000-130,000, I think that in... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Insurgents. 
 
Sec. RICE:  No, in terms of the security forces.  We don't know how large the insurgency is.  
But you have to remember that the numbers that you're--we're citing include, for instance, 
policemen who are not going to be able to stand up to insurgents.  More than 50,000 of these 
are policemen.  And the effectiveness of these forces has been variable when they've been put 
into the fight. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, do we have a clue as to how many of these people are who are causing the 
trouble? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, we get all kinds of estimates, but I've learned to look at how the insurgency 
is fighting, not to try to guess their numbers.  And we do understand that you defeat an 
insurgency by doing the kinds of things that we've been doing in places like Fallujah, by 
building Iraqi security forces that can fight the insurgency, but also politically.  Today when 
Iraqis stand up to the insurgents and go and vote, that is--that's an important day against the 
insurgency. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Some of the people who were so much for this election--and I'm talking about 
the Iraqis--campaigned on the idea, `If we can get this election done, we can tell the Americans 
to leave.'  Do you see any possibility of that? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, the day will be a very happy one when coalition forces can come home with 
their jobs very well done.  We will work with the new Iraqi government when it emerges, to 
talk about the right mix of coalition forces, Iraqi security forces, but I'm quite certain that all 
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Iraqis want to defeat this insurgency and get on with building a democratic Iraq.  I think that 
was really the message of today's election. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you briefly about Iran.  The vice president said today it was sort of 
at the top of the list of potential trouble spots.  He said that the Israelis may take matters into 
their own hands unless it is resolved. Do you see it as the number-one threat to this country 
now? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, the Iranians are clearly a destabilizing presence in the Middle East, and they 
have been--they have a doctrine that says that Israel should cease to exist.  They support 
terrorist groups that are trying to undo the very fragile peace process that may be starting to 
move forward.  And, of course, they've been pursuing, we believe, nuclear weapons under 
cover of civilian nuclear power, which is a very grave... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And we think they're still doing that? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, the--we are working with others--the IAEA and with--the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and with the Europeans, as well as with states like Russia... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Is it conceivable we would invade Iran or attack it in some way? 
 
Sec. RICE:  We rea--We really do believe, Bob, that this is something that can be dealt with 
diplomatically.  What is needed is unity of purpose, unity of message to the Iranians that we 
will not allow them to skirt their international obligations and develop nuclear weapons under 
cover of civilian nuclear power. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me also ask you about the Middle East.  You're going to Europe and to 
Israel next week.  Prime Minister Sharon is talking about withdrawing troops from the Gaza, 
which I think most people think would be a major step... 
 
Sec. RICE:  Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...if he can pull that off.  What will the United States' role be there?  Will we just 
stand aside?  Will we try to be a bridge with the Palestinians?  What sort of diplomatic approach 
are we going to take and what will you tell him? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, we want to be an active partner with the states in the region and with the 
parties in the region to help them get back onto the road map and ultimately to get to a two-
state solution, as the president outlined in 2002.  I'm going there to talk with them about what 
we can do.  Obviously, the parties themselves are taking very important steps to create new 
conditions.  You mentioned the Gaza withdrawal plan, the Palestinian elections and the 
Palestinian development of democratic institutions--Palestinians who will fight terror with 
unified security forces that are not part of the problem but part of the solution.  A lot of pieces 
are starting to come into place.  And I intend to go there and work with the parties to see if we 
can bring them all together. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just--some people say that we basically stepped back, when the 
Bush administration came to power, from diplomacy in that region. Will you be more active in 
the Middle East? 
 
Sec. RICE:  Well, the president was willing to say some tough things, that the parties 
themselves had some fundamental choices to make before we could make very much progress.  
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And we've been very active in the region all along. But now the parties are making some 
fundamental choices.  Prime Minister Abbas and his statements about needing to end the 
armed intifada, actually deploying Palestinian security forces to deal with the terrorist threats 
against Israel, Israel recognizing that it has an obligation to withdraw from territory--these are 
fundamental steps, and we are prepared to be with the parties as they move forward to what we 
think will be a very bright future. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Madam Secretary, thank you so much. 
 
Sec. RICE:  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Back in a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And with us now, the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Richard Lugar here in the studio with us.  Joining us from Paris, the committee's ranking 
Democrat, Senator Joe Biden.  Senator Biden is just back--he's in Paris today--from the 
international conference, the World Economic Conference in Davos, Switzerland. 
 
Let me just start, Senator Biden.  What was the feeling of people there at that conference, vis-a-
vis, the United States, Iraq, these elections? 
 
Senator JOSEPH BIDEN (Democrat, Delaware):  Very, very negative.  As a matter of fact, as 
the American journalists who were there will tell you many of the Europeans particularly 
thought we were getting ready to invade Iran, and the anti--I mean, the first forum I did was:  
`Why does everyone hate Bush?'  I found myself defending the president.  It's a little over the 
top quite frankly in terms of anti-administration and consequently anti-American feeling. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Lugar, what do you think the outcome of this election today?  It 
appears, I'm just told, now that eight million Iraqis voted.  That may be 60 percent of the vote.  
They turned out at a greater rate than Americans turn out for presidential elections.  Will that 
have any impact on this feeling that Senator Biden reports from that conference? 
 
Senator RICHARD LUGAR (Republican, Indiana):  Not necessarily right away. Most people 
around the world really hoped I suppose for some good results in Iraq.  We will receive very 
little credit for it initially.  I think the impact of how we move at this point with regard to the 
training of the forces, devoting more of our armed forces so that the Iraqis were able to police 
their cities in the interior and, likewise, protect these people, the 275 that are coming to sit for 
this assembly, this is dangerous duty in which individual security for these people may be hard 
to come by, quite apart from the oil wells, the resources they need in order to defend their 
country.  Now as these things come into place, obviously our stock ought to rise and we ought 
to be telling people about it.  Our public diplomacy ought to be effective in describing what has 
happened. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Biden, you're going to meet, I know, with French President Chirac 
tomorrow.  What are you going to tell him? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  I'm going to tell him politely that it's time for the French to step up.  The Iraqi--
we've done everything now he said he wanted done. There's real legitimacy in terms of the 
election in Iraq.  It's only the first step I know, but they should step in in a big way and others 
as well and help train these forces.  My friend Dick Lugar said, General Luck, the man that 
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secretary of Defense sent over to assess Iraq, is going to suggest that we need about 10,000 
American trainers to train up a serious Iraqi military capability that will give the new 
government the capacity to govern itself and it's time we reach out and ask those who are 
capable of helping like the Europeans and its time they step up and help the Iraqi people. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Biden, what do you think would be the impact if we began to withdraw 
our troops now as Senator Kennedy, kind of the leading opponent of the war--of course, he's a 
Democrat as you are.  What would happen if that advice was followed, do you think? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  I think it's much too premature.  I think there would be a collapse quite frankly 
of any sense of order in the country.  And my guess is each of the areas, the Sunnis, Shias and 
the Kurds, would decide they had to fend for themselves and it would be the opposite kind of 
synergy we need now. I'm looking for the Shia and the Kurds to reach out to the Sunnis who 
are probably going to be underrepresented because of fear of voting in order to put together a 
government.  My meetings there recently in Iraq indicate to me they're likely to do that.  I 
think pulling the American forces out now would be a, quite frankly, serious mistake. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you agree, Senator Lugar? 
 
Sen. LUGAR:  Oh, yes.  Senator Kennedy means well but the credibility for the United States 
would go way down.  We've said we're going to be there for at least a solid couple of years if 
necessary, but if necessary is the point.  If the training moves ahead, if the conference of the 
assembly begins to have credibility, Iraqis are going to negotiate with us for a seeming 
withdrawal. They're going to be thinking about their exterior boundaries likewise.  It's not a 
friendly neighborhood for them or for us, and, therefore, the whole idea of occupation will 
dissipate to the extent that there is a successful assembly, successful security. 
 
But we ought to be on guard for one thing, Bob.  When the security gets better by the Iraqis, 
then we had better be counseling them:  How do you do this without being rough to people, 
without torturing people?  In other words, we might get our wish that the Iraqis get very good 
security, but it might not be the same sort of democratic values that we hope are going to be 
inculcated in the country.  And so there's a lot of conversation there--it's very serious--that 
needs to proceed with this. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, you have said yourself in a recent news conference that we might wind up 
with a government in Iraq that we're not entirely comfortable with. 
 
Sen. LUGAR:  Yes.  I think it's very possible.  The mixture of religion and democracy, how 
you separate the situations or combine them, is going to give discomfort to some Americans.  I 
think at the same time, we are still there. We have a good ambassador, John Negroponte, very 
talented diplomats.  Our armed services personnel have been superb throughout this area.  The 
Iraqis were up front today, but they knew we were there and had organized what was marshal 
law in the country.  So we have some stock in trade in terms of counseling at this point. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So, Senator Biden, what do you think is going to be the biggest problem now?  
What are the things that we're going to have to do here and what needs to get done I guess is 
what I'm saying? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  I think two of the things that Dick just pointed out.  We're going to have to 
worry about the security, the 250-plus newly elected members. But, you know, one of the most 
important things we could do is we could put guys like General Corelli of the 1st Cavalry and 
give them more money.  The $18.4 billion we put in there to rebuild Iraq, we've only spent 
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$2.4.  It's quite frankly been incompetent.  And I think we should be spreading this money 
around.  We should in a sense have given it to our military.  A little example, Corelli said, `Give 
me PVC pipe.  Let me take it from houses to the river so sewer doesn't pile up in the street.'  
The places he's done that, the insurgency goes down. 
 
So there's a combination of immediately training the Iraqis in a more competent way than 
we've done.  Number two, bringing in the rest of the world to get involved in that process.  And 
number three, getting that money dispensed in a way that we actually begin to provide services 
to demonstrate that the new government has some capacity. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Lugar, don't you think that there is, well, nobody wants to put an X, a 
time certain on this, the president has only a limited amount of time or he's going to lose the 
confidence of the Congress because there will be congressional elections in two years. 
 
Sen. LUGAR:  I don't see him losing the confidence of the Congress.  I think so long as we 
proceed on a course in Iraq that has considerable successes, the votes are going to be there to 
support that.  I think we will see that in a supplemental appropriation bill vote that we'll have 
shortly.  From time to time, there are going to be members who will say, `We're hearing from 
constituents, and they're weary,' and we all are weary.  And the point that I think Joe and I will 
make is weary or not, our way out of Iraq is success of the Iraqis, security for the Iraqis, 
employment for the Iraqis.  And then we move along. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Thirty seconds, Senator Biden... 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  OK. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...how long do you think the president has? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  As long as he changes his policy, levels with the American people, really begins 
to train people and has a plan for success.  If he continues as he did the past year and a half, I 
believe we will lose the confidence of the American people, and that would be a disaster. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  I want to thank both of you for really adding some context this 
morning. 
 
Back in a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  George Bush was twice elected governor of Texas and re-elected to the 
presidency, but today's vote in Iraq may be the most important election of his life, for as Iraq 
goes, so goes the rest of the Bush presidency and his legacy.  Iraq is not his Vietnam, where we 
blundered into a colonial war; nor was it ever.  But as with Vietnam, Iraq hangs over 
everything, a factor to be considered now on every issue and initiative.  Whether it is finding 
money for domestic programs or forging alliances abroad, we must now ask, as we did during 
Vietnam, how does this affect the war?  How does the war affect this? 
 
The president may want Social Security reform, but it won't happen unless Iraq stabilizes in 
the next six to nine months.  A Republican Congress trying to justify an ever-longer war will 
be in no mood to make the hard, unpopular choices that will be necessary to reform Social 
Security; not with congressional elections looming. 
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The president went to Iraq believing Saddam Hussein had weapons that threatened our 
security.  When those reports proved false, he was left with an unsavory choice:  withdrawal 
and leave the country in chaos or stay until Iraq could build a government and train a force 
able to restore order.  He put everything on the line:  his presidency and his legacy.  If he 
succeeds and does put Iraq on the road to democracy, he'll be remembered as a great president. 
 If he doesn't, he won't. 
 
That's our broadcast.  We'll have continuing coverage of the Iraqi elections tonight on the 
"CBS Evening News."  Thanks for joining us.  We'll be here next week with FACE THE 
NATION. 


