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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, the growing steroid scandal in baseball.  Can the game police 
itself, or should Congress step in?  Baseball has been rocked by leaked grand jury testimony 
that Yankee Jason Giambi used steroids and revelations that Giants star Barry Bonds used 
them, but claimed not to know what they were.  Now baseball owners and players are 
pledging a tougher drug policy.  But should Congress mandate tougher laws?  And what 
about the records already on the books?  We'll talk about it with:  Hall of Famer and Dodger 
executive Tommy Lasorda; Senator Byron Dorgan, member of the Commerce Committee; 
ESPN baseball writer Buster Olney; Hal Bodley of USA Today; and New York Daily News 
columnist Mike Lupica.  Then I'll have a word on the death of an honest man, David 
Brudnoy.  But first, baseball and drugs on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION, with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again.  We're going to start in Anaheim, California, where 
baseball's having its winter meetings this weekend.  And Tommy Lasorda is standing by 
there.  With us here in the studio, Senator Byron Dorgan. 
 
Well, I think it's fair to say, Mr. Lasorda, that baseball has been rocked by this.  It now 
appears that not just these two men we talked about, Giambi and Bonds, have been using 
these substances, but perhaps others have as well.  How seriously does baseball take all of 
this? 
 
Mr. TOMMY LASORDA (Senior Vice President, LA Dodgers):  Well, it's been a very, very sad 
situation, what has occurred in our game.  I mean, the players are going to have to do this 
themselves.  They don't have to have Congress come in.  All they have to do is allow the 
commissioner to impose the rule that he's done with the minor leagues.  We've had great 
success with that, testing any player at random.  And if we could do that in the major 
leagues, we'll stop a lot of that taking of steroids. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, it now appears that this has been going on for a while.  We have a lot of 
records now.  We're going to have to decide what to do about them, or at least baseball is.  
Why did it take baseball so long, Tom? 
 
Mr. LASORDA:  Well, you see, the commissioner's hands were tied, Bob, because of the 
agreement between the players' union and the owners.  He couldn't do anything about it.  He 
wanted to test them.  But they kept saying it was an invasion of their privacy and they 
shouldn't be allowed to test them.  Well, when you're paying a player a lot of money, I think 
he should be allowed to be tested.  The people are being tested in all other professions in this 
country; why not the players?  They should police it themselves.  They're the ones that should 
say, `Hey, let's not let Congress get involved in this.  Let's do this ourselves and come up with 
a plan that the commissioner has.'  And I think it'll solve a lot of problems. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Well, let's talk to somebody from Congress, and that's Senator Byron 
Dorgan. 
 
You held hearings on this.  You've been with Senator McCain in the Commerce Committee 
when he has held hearings on this.  Is Congress going to have to step in, Senator? 
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Senator BYRON DORGAN (Democrat, North Dakota; Commerce Committee):  Well, we may 
have to.  I held the first hearings on this nearly three years ago.  The baseball players have 
had plenty of time here, plenty of warning.  Our first choice would be that they solve these 
problems themselves.  They can decide that they will accept rigid testing.  The National 
Football League has it. The NBA has it.  The minor leagues in baseball have it.  But let me just 
say this:  If these players decide that they're not going to do that, I think by the end of 
January we will and should introduce legislation and move ahead. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So what you're saying here--and let's not mistake what you're saying, because I 
think what you heard you say was, if the players don't do it by January, then you're going to 
introduce legislation to stop it. 
 
Sen. DORGAN:  That's right.  Senator McCain has indicated the same thing.  I know Senator 
Bunning has talked about that.  But look, at the first hearing I held we had some sports 
pediatricians come to the hearing to talk about seeing these young kids, 12, 14 years old, 
rushing off to find banned substances or rushing off to find things then they could buy over 
the counter, which we've now since banned, called andro--steroid precursors, talking about 
300-pound high school linemen. 
 
You know, what he said is this is not just about baseball.  Baseball's a wonderful national 
pastime that might become a national embarrassment if the players don't get serious here and 
deal with this.  But it's also about impressionable young kids and their health, and it's a big, 
big deal. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And in line with what you're saying, Newsweek magazine reports today that 
as many as 300,000 young people between the ages of the--those in the eighth grade up 
through the 12th grade have been using steroids.  So that plays right to your point... 
 
Sen. DORGAN:  Absolutely. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...these people are role models and what they're doing here affects people far 
beyond the game of baseball. 
 
Sen. DORGAN:  And many of them, some of the most gifted young athletes in our country, 
are getting signals from some of the other stars, you see?  I mean, I come from the Roger 
Maris--my home state Roger Maris era where he got his strength out of a refrigerator.  
Nobody was talking about going to a medicine chest some place to find a substance to get 
your strength.  We need to get this back on track.  I sure agree with Tommy Lasorda. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What can you do--what kind of a law can Congress pass because some people 
say they're protected by privacy issues... 
 
Sen. DORGAN:  They are not. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...and that you can't really legislate it. 
 
Sen. DORGAN:  They are not.  Under the Interstate Commerce Act, we have the capability to 
require and propose testing requirements.  It's not our first choice.  But if they don't do it, we 
will. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let's just take a look here at how baseball stacks up on this issue right now 
in comparison to some other sports.  On this graphic, if you're an Olympic contestant, if you 
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get caught on a drug offense on the first offense, you can be banned from two years to life for 
participation in your sport.  Football, the first offense, a four-game suspension.  That's one-
fourth of the season which means you forfeit one-fourth of your pay.  In baseball, on the 
other hand, right now the first offense, no penalty; the second, 15-day suspension and a 
$10,000 fine.  Not and you'll come to the fifth offense has the penalty of a year or $100,000. 
 
So clearly baseball has some catching up to do.  What do you think--how stringent should it 
be, Tommy Lasorda? 
 
Mr. LASORDA:  Well, I think it should be just as the other sports are.  If you're caught taking 
steroids, then you should really be suspended and you should have no pay coming to you.  
We've got to clean this thing up because as you said earlier, as the senator said, it's now going 
down to the youngsters. Lyle Alzado was seen on television saying, `Stay away from steroids. 
 It's very, very dangerous.'  Two weeks later, he died.  The players that are taking it are 
putting themselves in harm's way.  And secondly, the youngsters look up to them.  They try 
to emulate them.  They want to be like them.  And if these players should be role models, then 
they should set a good example for the youngsters in our country. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And let me ask you about this.  Barry Bonds according to this testimony that's 
leaked out from the grand jury says, yes, he did use some of these substances but he didn't 
realize that they were illegal, that he didn't know what they were.  Now here's someone who 
a big part of his life is training and staying in condition.  Is it possible he didn't know what he 
was doing, Tom? 
 
Mr. LASORDA:  I don't know.  I certainly wouldn't take something that I didn't know what I 
was taking.  I know that.  I mean, what danger could that be in taking something.  You don't 
know what it is and you're taking it?  It's hard to imagine that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What do you think now ought to be done about the records?  Here we have 
records.  Some of the most revered records in sports have been broken. This summer, if Bonds 
keeps hitting home runs, he's going to pass up the records for most home runs in a season.  
Should those records be allowed to stand?  Should they be taken off the record books and 
how far back do you go? 
 
Mr. LASORDA:  Well, they're going to make them stand, but people are going to know about 
it and know that he's had or they have used an enhancing drug in order for them to 
accomplish that.  And the ones who have held the records and held them legitimately are 
going to be very, very upset about it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Dorgan, let me ask you.  Do you think that baseball itself can handle 
this or should they allow themselves to become part of something like the anti-doping agency 
which sort of police these drugs in the Olympics and so many other sports? 
 
Sen. DORGAN:  Well, baseball handles it in the minor leagues.  The National Football League 
handles it.  I think baseball can handle it, but the point is the testimony we've had at two 
hearings is that the commissioner and the baseball owners have wanted significant testing.  
The players' union says, `No, it's a matter of privacy and it has to be negotiated in the 
collective bargaining agreements.'  And, frankly, you know, the players have now run out of 
time.  And I, Senator McCain and others will take action.  We'll introduce legislation in 
January if they're not going to clean up this mess.  And again, with a lot of things going on in 
the world, people might say, `Well, why steroids in baseball?'  The president talked about it in 
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the State of the Union address last year.  This, as I said, has an impact among children in this 
country and it's the national pastime.  It ought to get cleaned.  It ought to get clean up now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Dorgan, thank you so much for being with us.  Tommy Lasorda, thank 
you. 
 
Mr. LASORDA:  Thank you, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We want to turn now to a panel of sportswriters who can give some analysis 
and perspective.  From New York City, Mike Lupica of the New York Daily News, Buster 
Olney of ESPN, from Wilmington, Delaware, this morning, Hal Bodley who is the baseball 
editor of USA Today. 
 
Mike, let me just start with you:  Do you think baseball wants to clean this up and will they 
clean it up? 
 
Mr. MIKE LUPICA (Columnist, New York Daily News):  Well, Bob, I think the commissioner 
passionately wants to clean this up and has spoken of this for a couple of years now.  I'm 
gonna believe that the players' association is really serious about doing something, in setting 
an historic and comprehensive drug policy or they're just interested in getting us all off their 
backs by seeing what they put on the table when they sit back down to talk about this 
because they've got to put steroids and human growth hormones, they've got to put 
amphetamines and they've got to agree to off-season testing so these guys can't cycle off in 
the off-season.  When they do that, I'll believe that this is something more than show because 
they have not treated this as a serious health issue or an integrity issue from the start. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me ask you, Buster Olney, you have actually written that the players' 
union owes its own members an apology for the way they've handled this.  What do you 
mean by that? 
 
Mr. BUSTER OLNEY (Senior Writer, ESPN):  Well, when you talk to the rank-and-file among 
the players privately, the numbers are overwhelming that the players, the rank-and-file want 
strong testing.  We go back to Hal's newspaper in 2002, they took a poll, 79 percent of the 
players said they wanted independent testing, 44 percent of the players said that they felt 
pressure to take steroids.  We had attempted boycotts by at least two teams in the spring of 
2003 because the players felt that the current system, which didn't even have any penalty 
phase at all in 2003, wasn't strong enough.  And I think that as the union leadership moves 
forward, the pressure is not only coming from Congress and public relations, but I think that, 
as I say, the vast majority of the players, when you talk to them, they want this cleaned up 
for all the reasons that you've talked about. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Hal Bodley, there is a proposal out there now by major-league baseball.  Does it 
go far enough?  Tell us a little bit about it. 
 
Mr. BODLEY:  I really think it does, Bob.  I believe this is going to be a very, very significant 
week.  And last week in Phoenix, Arizona, when the players' association was holding its 
annual meeting, that was very significant, too.  Starting there, I would have loved to have 
been a fly on the wall during that meeting because I am sure--I am almost certain--that the 
players put an awful lot of pressure on union leaders Don Fehr and Gene Orza. Hey, we 
want to clean this up.  We don't want to be perceived as guilty.  So now then, they're going to 
come back to New York this week, they're going to sit down with major-league baseball, with 
Rob Manford of management and try to work out a new deal. 
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They want the minor league system.  They want random testing year round.  This is 
something that Don Fehr has really, really been opposed to.  I make the point a couple of 
times ago he said to me, he said, `Hal, how would you like to be sitting down to Thanksgiving 
Day dinner, have somebody knock on your door and say you have to be tested for steroids?'  
This is the invasion of privacy.  But it has to work that way.  It has to be done when the 
players aren't expecting it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  We're going to take a little break here and then we'll come back and 
we'll talk to you all about this some more in a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  One of the things that sets baseball apart from other sports is it is so easy to 
chart the progress, to compare the players of yesterday to the players of today. 
 
Hal Bodley, let me start with you.  What should be done with the records? Some of these 
records that were set by people who we now know, one of them Barry Bonds, who says he 
was using these enhancement drugs, even though he claimed he didn't know what they 
were.  Should his records be allowed to stand? 
 
Mr. BODLEY:  I really think so.  I don't think you can put an asterisk up. But next summer 
when he zeros in on Babe Ruth and a little bit later Henry Aaron, I don't think the media 
should have all the hoopla and all the attention that we normally would give breaking this 
record, because obviously I think the public, the fans, feel that this is tainted. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mike, what do you think about that? 
 
Mr. LUPICA:  The single most valuable currency that we have in sports are the baseball 
records, and those have been corrupted because the public doesn't trust them now, Bob.  I 
mean, there's no question.  Not only have the guys using the stuff corrupted their own bodies 
and corrupted the integrity of the game, but now these records are something we pass on.  
This is how we keep score in a game where the conversation about the past is as dominant as 
the conversation about the present.  And that's why this upcoming negotiation, to me, is the 
kind of crossroads that baseball had 30 years ago when free agency came into play.  They've 
got to set an agenda now that doesn't have to model itself after the NFL, that doesn't have to 
model itself after the Olympics. They can set a plan that is the model for everybody else. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Buster Olney, this whole business of the players being role models for young 
people, do they understand that, do you think? 
 
Mr. OLNEY:  No question.  I was talking to a 15-year veteran the other day, and he said, as 
they move forward and we talked about wars and fear the fact that they have fought testing 
on philosophical grounds, he said we have to get beyond that, because, you know, when 
you're out in a part and you're talking to kids and they're asking you about steroid users, we 
know that we're an example for these players.  We have to come back and give them 
something and show an example for these people. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You talked about the union ought to apologize to the players.  I have heard 
some people say that the union no longer represents the rank-and-file in baseball.  They 
represent the stars, that they've just been co-opted by the stars, and since some of the stars 
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obviously have been using these substances, that they're just in business to cover up for them. 
 Do you think that's a fair assessment? 
 
Mr. OLNEY:  I don't think they're in it to cover up for the stars, but I do think that for years 
and years, it's been the philosophical stance, this privacy stance, and it simply doesn't apply.  
And no matter what Congress does, no matter what the owners want, if the union doesn't 
become invested in this and become vigilant, they're going to create loopholes for users.  Last 
year 92 to 95 percent of the players tested negative for steroids, and 5 to 7 percent tested 
positive.  You tell me why 93 to 95 percent of the players would want to protect the cheaters. 
 It makes no sense, which is why Fehr and Orza need to get on board with what the players 
want. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What do you think the players want, Hal? 
 
Mr. BODLEY:  I think the players as a group want to be tested.  They want to clean up the 
game.  They do not want to be regarded as cheaters.  It's that simple.  It's going to be very 
interesting to see what happens this week, because if they don't agree to some sort of a very 
strict policy, I think the commissioner is going to step in and use the best interests of baseball 
and put one in. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You know, Mike, some people say that this just reflects culture, that we want 
things that are bigger and better, that the reason these players have felt pressured to take 
these drugs is because they know that what the fans want are home runs.  And they worry 
that if they don't produce what the public wants, that they'll have to go on to something else. 
 Do you see that as--is that a legitimate point of view? 
 
Mr. LUPICA:  No, it's not, because it turns the guys who willingly and knowingly cheated 
into victims here.  Bob, they're not victims.  I was talking to a baseball manager just this week 
about this, and he said, `You know how we've always heard about `five to a' players, how 
well do they hit, how well do they run, how well do they throw?  There's a sixth column in 
our evaluations now.  Do we think he's using steroids?  If he stops using steroids, what is it 
going to do to his performance?'  He said, `If we are thinking about signing a 40-home run 
hitter and we don't ask ourselves how much of those 40 came from his talent and how many 
came from a bottle, then we're not doing our job.'  That's where we are with modern baseball. 
 And that's why this is a moment in time that the players association better realize that they 
cannot lose because they have created a system up until now where the innocent get 
condemned along with the guilty. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But what ought to be done about these players, for example, Giambi, who now 
admits he took these drugs, according to this grand jury testimony, Bonds who claims he 
used them but didn't know he was using them? Should they be penalized in some way now? 
 
Mr. OLNEY:  You know, I don't think that you really can.  I mean, when you think about it, 
in 2003, the year that Giambi admitted that he used ster--is--one of the years he admitted 
using steroids, he could have dropped his pants in the middle of Yankee Stadium in front of 
50,000 people and he wouldn't have been suspended.  There was no system in place.  I think 
just the specter of history--the fact that we're look at all that they've accomplished will be 
their greater penalty in the end.  We'll think of 1987 to 2003, 2004 as baseball's steroid era in 
the same way we think of 1900, 1920 as the dead ball era. 
 
Mr. LUPICA:  Bob... 
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SCHIEFFER:  Yeah, go ahead. 
 
Mr. LUPICA:  The Yankees would love to get out from under the $76 million that they still 
owe Jason Giambi.  The problem is, how do you fire somebody and void a contract when the 
offense that he's admitted to in front of the grand jury doesn't even get you suspended under 
the modern drug policy in baseball? 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Which just shows you why baseball has to get a--tougher standards. 
 
Hal, what do you think ought to be done with these people now who have admitted they 
used the steroids? 
 
Mr. BODLEY:  Well, I think we ought to turn our backs on them a little bit. I think we know 
what they've done.  It's not good for the game.  It's not good for the records.  And I do believe 
that there could be some disciplinary action taken.  I don't want to disagree with Mike, but I 
think the Yankees have a pretty good case to try to void that contract, because in every 
player's contract there's a morals clause, and certainly Jason Giambi has violated that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me--I'll give you the final word here, Buster.  What do you think we 
ought to do?  And where does baseball come from here?  It seems to me that everybody is 
saying they've got to have tougher standards, but is there something more that needs to be 
done? 
 
Mr. OLNEY:  They need to be--as we said before, the most stringent policy testing that you 
can have:  year-round, random testing.  And again, rank-and-file players--I'm convinced that 
they absolutely want this.  The commissioner wants it, although I will say the owners were 
late in coming to this issue.  Congress wants it.  Eventually they need to negotiate this. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  I want to thank all of you for what I consider a very important topic 
for discussion this morning.  Thank you all very much. 
 
I'll be back with the final word in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally today, if you live in New England, you know by now that David 
Brudnoy died Thursday.  As The Boston Globe reporter for two decades on his radio show, he 
helped New Englanders to understand the world beyond their doorstep. 
 
Whenever I went to Boston to cover politics or talk about a book I had written, I'd always 
drop by his show in the beginning frankly because it was one of the best places in America to 
sell books in more recent times because I just enjoyed talking with him.  He called himself a 
libertarian and he had a conservative perspective but he was so different from so many of the 
professional partisans, those who declared themselves conservatives or liberals and then must 
look up the issues to find out which one they are supposed to promote or rail against. 
 
David's beliefs came from contemplation, from studies of his life experiences. I found him 
liberal in his willingness to have an open mind, conservative in his respect for America's core 
values, but mostly just intellectually curious, witty and always civil.  I admired him most for 
his honesty and courage to take a different view, to reveal his homosexuality when he came 
down with AIDS because he thought that might help others, to fight valiantly against his 
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cancer, and then when there was nothing else to do, to accept death with a simple 
declaration, `I am ready.' 
 
David spent a lifetime seeking the truth, and in so doing, he helped others to find it, but the 
larger lesson of his life is that he also lived the truth. He saw no need to impugne or degrade 
those who disagreed with him.  To him, that would have been intellectually dishonest and he 
was above all an honest man.  For the honest, even death comes a little easier. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


