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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, two days and counting to the election. Are we about 
to see a real change in the political landscape? For weeks now, the 
conventional wisdom has been that Democrats would take the majority in the 
House of Representatives, and that they would pick up seats in the Senate. 
But a new poll out this morning in The Washington Post shows Republicans may 
be closing the gap. We'll get the latest from Democratic Senator Joe Biden, 
and the Republican leader in the Senate, Bill Frist. Then we'll check in with 
independent political analyst Stu Rothenberg. I'll have a final word on 
modern campaigns, and guess what? I don't like them. 
 
But first, Senators Biden and Frist on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer: FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer. And now, from the CBS News election headquarters in New York, Bob 
Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And good morning again. If you have not heard the news, Saddam 
Hussein was found guilty overnight of mass murder and sentenced to be hanged 
within 30 days. He can, of course, appeal. 
 
In this country, the big story is the election. This weekend, before we all 
go to vote, joining us to talk about it from Wilmington, Delaware, Senator Joe 
Biden, who'll be speaking today for the Democrats. And with us from 
Knoxville, Tennessee to speak for the Republicans, the Senate majority leader, 
Bill Frist. 
 
Let us begin with Senator Biden. And Senator, before we get into other 
issues, this news overnight that Saddam Hussein is sentenced now to be hanged, 
do you think that this will have any kind of an impact one way or another on 
this election? 
 
Senator JOSEPH BIDEN (Democrat, Delaware; Foreign Relations Committee): No, I 
don't think so. But there's a special place reserved in hell for Saddam. 
That's--that's the only thing I think'll matter. But I don't think it'll have 
any impact on the election. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Not one way or the other? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Not--I don't think it'll have one way or another, Bob. I think 
it's--it was kind of a foregone conclusion, and I think this announcement 
today I don't think has any significance in terms of the election. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right, well let's talk about the election, then. Most 
pollsters, most analysts now seem to believe, Senator Biden, that the 
Democrats are going to take control of the House, and that they have a good 
chance of taking control in the Senate. But everybody says it looks very much 
like they will take the House. Let me ask you this. Do you think that that 
will have any impact on the president's war policy and what's going on in 
Iraq? 
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Sen. BIDEN: I do, Bob. Notwithstanding what secretary--or Vice President 
Cheney says, that it won't have any impact at all, they're just going to 
disregard the election as it relates to Iraq, I think the combination of the 
Army Times and the Navy Times calling for Rumsfeld's resignation, which is a 
slap in the face of the way this war's being run, as well as the 
neoconservatives like Perle and Edelman calling the president's policy 
dysfunctional, I think all of this is mounting. And what's going to happen is 
if we make gains in the House and Senate, whether we win them or not, I think 
you'll see a lot of Republicans willing to join me and others in a plan for 
Iraq that is a rational way in which we can responsibly bring home more 
troops, and leave a stable Iraq behind. But it requires a fundamental change 
in the course we're on. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, but the vice president as late as this morning told ABC that 
the... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: I know. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...administration policy is "full steam ahead," or words to that 
effect, and there can be no substitute for victory, and they'll be satisfied 
with nothing less. He seemed to suggest, Senator Biden, that there's going to 
be no change in policy. What could a Democratic House and a Republican or 
Democratic Senate do to change that? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, he's somewhere between dysfunctional and delusional about 
this war. I don't know where it is, but it's just--it's just totally off 
the--off the page. The fact of the matter is, very few Republicans in the 
Senate, if any, think the policy makes any sense the way we're going now. 
Before we left for the election cycle, two of my senior Republican colleagues 
contacted me, and said when we get back they wanted to join me in coming up 
with a bipartisan plan. The idea that Republicans are going to go another two 
years with this administration with a failed Iraq policy, and not impact on 
their future, and the future of the next presidential election, the Republican 
Party's just not going to let that happen, no matter what Bush or Cheney say. 
And if the Democrats make the gains that people are saying, Bob, you will find 
that this president--you know that old joke about, you know, if you want a 
friend in Washington, have a dog. He's not going to have many members of the 
House and Senate Republican Party sticking with him if he doesn't change the 
policy. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, do you think that Democrats and whoever, the others, there 
are enough votes that if the president refuses to change the policy, would you 
then want to cut off the funding? Because that is the hammer that the 
legislative branch always holds over the executive branch. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: It's not much of a hammer, though, Bob. I went through the 
Vietnam War with that, you know. It is very difficult, it's a bludgeon, it 
doesn't work very well. I think what will happen is you will see the 
president--notwithstanding the bravado the two days before the election--I 
think you'll see some real changes. I was on your program with Dick Lugar and 
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others not long ago, you heard they're--what they're saying. A lot of leading 
Republicans, conservative Republicans--Rick Santorum endorsed the Biden plan 
for Iraq in his election up the street here. There's five others... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, that hasn't helped him much, so far as we can tell. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: No, no, it hasn't helped him at all. But it's just kind of 
interesting that--that there is nobody that I know of who is staying where 
Cheney is on the Republican side of the aisle. Maybe there's somebody, but 
none of the well-known folks, none of the prominent people. You even have the 
neoconservatives going after them now, Bob. You have Richard Perle and 
Edelman, and the rest of that crew. You have--I mean, guy--it probably 
happened before, but I don't know when it's ever happened that all of the 
military newspapers, the day before an election, run an editorial saying, `Get 
rid of the secretary of defense.' If that is not a vote of no confidence, I 
can't imagine what is. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: As I said, if they continue this course, it'll be just a 
disaster. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me just ask you this question. Let's suppose that the 
president did ask the secretary of defense to resign, and told him he wants to 
put somebody else in there. Do you think that a Congress, either 
Republican-dominated or Democratic-dominated, could--would confirm the next 
person? Because won't those confirmation hearings just turn into an 
investigation and an examination of the war policy? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, I don't think so. If the Democrats take back the House 
and the Senate, there's going to be some of that as--looking at the war 
policy. There'll be really thorough hearings. But I don't think that would 
stop anybody from being able to come along with a competent secretary of 
defense and have him confirmed pretty easily. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you think--how do you look at the Senate right now? Most 
people, as we have said, believe that the Democrats are going to take the 
House. How do you think the new Senate's going to look on next Wednesday 
morning? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: You know, you and I were talking earlier, and I--you know, I'm 
not a very good prognosticator. If I had to bet, it ends up a 50-50 Senate. 
But who knows? I mean, I'd be very surprised if Democrats didn't get to 48 
seats, and I wouldn't be stunned if they got to 52. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Well, what do you think, Senator, at this point, if 
the Democrats do take the House and they close the gap in the Senate, even if 
they don't take control, what will be the difference in it--in the American 
peoples' lives? Will they see anything different here? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, I think one of the things they'll see different if the 
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Senate gap is closed, you'll not see many more right-wing nominees for the 
Supreme Court. I think that will, I think the president will have to go a 
more moderate route on choices for the Supreme Court, if there are any. I 
think you'll see a minimum wage moved right away. I think you will see a much 
more open discussion about American foreign policy, and I think you'll see the 
president being required to engage, or other--or else it will become 
dysfunctional. And so I think you'll see--I don't think you'll see anything 
radical, though, because there's still going to be a Republican president. 
 
SCHIEFFER: The main thing that the Republicans say that we will notice is 
that the Democrats will raise taxes. What's your response to that? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, the answer is, they will not do that. At least, they 
won't raise taxes on working class and middle class. They might put--increase 
tax cuts for them. I think you will see efforts to deal with the top 1/7 of 1 
percent, or 7/10 of 1 percent in terms of renewal of the tax cuts. But, you 
know, the president's still there. He has his veto pen. I don't think it's 
any more likely that we'll be able to set tax policy in the next two years 
than it is be able to set health care policy. 
 
SCHIEFFER: OK. Well, senator, thank you very much for being with us this 
morning. 
 
Let's no--go now to Senator Bill Frist. He is, of course, the majority leader 
in the Republican-controlled Senate. 
 
Let's just start right where Senator Biden left off. Do you think that the 
Democrats are going to raise taxes if they do take control, senator? 
 
Senator BILL FRIST (Republican, Tennessee; Majority Leader): Bob, that's 
exactly right. I think what Joe mentioned is right, as well, that the two 
things you will see, if the Democrats were to take control of the House, is an 
increase on taxes, taxes across the board. Charlie Rangel said it up front: 
if there's not a butch--a Bush tax cut that he won't try to get rid of. And 
that means the average family, making $62,000, is going to see their federal 
taxes go up by 58 percent. Charlie Rangel, who would be chairing that 
tax-writing committee, has said it, that's what--that's what I believe would 
happen, and that's the consequence. 
 
The other very important consequence would be the one that Joe, Joe, my 
colleague Joe Biden mentioned, and that is judges, that judges themselves 
right now would be more of the activist judges legislating from the bench, 
proposed and nominated for the Supreme Court, and not common-sense judges like 
Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Sam Alito--common-sense judges, judges 
with judicial restraint, demonstrated in the past, now on the Supreme Court. 
Those are two huge consequences for the American people if the Democrats were 
to take control of the House of Representatives. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let me--let me just bring up this point: it appears to me 
that if the Democrats do take control, it's going to be a different kind of 
Democrat, in many cases, than you see in the Congress right now. Because a 
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lot of these Democrats are what we used to call the old conservative 
Democrats, many of them are very moderate. So why would they be expected to 
vote in the same way that many of the Democrats in the Congress now are 
voting? Don't you think that... 
 
Sen. FRIST: Well... 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...that will be a factor? 
 
Sen. FRIST: Well, I will say that the Democrats are making some headway 
because they have put forth people with much more conservative opinions than 
in the past. But if you look at our races in the United States Senate, people 
like Sherrod Brown replacing Mike DeWine. If that were to happen, Sherrod 
Brown clearly very liberal on the agenda, he would be opposing people like Sam 
Alito and people like John Roberts, common-sense judges. 
 
If--if you look at races around the country right here in Tennessee, where 
we've made huge progress, by the way, over the last several days, you would 
have people like Harold Ford instead of Bob Corker. Bob Corker, who's already 
said very clearly that he would be supporting these common-sense judges, and 
not people or--and Harold Ford saying, no, people like Sam Alito are not the 
sort of people he'd be supporting. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But you wouldn't--you wouldn't list... 
 
Sen. FRIST: Right now, Bob Corker said that he would keep--keep taxes low 
and Harold Ford, basically, has voted not in favor of the Bush tax cuts in the 
past and tax cuts would go up. So you hear a lot of rhetoric from them, from 
the Democrats, being sort of moderate, maybe even on the conservative side, 
but if you look at their votes, it's very, very different. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But isn't Harold Ford much more a conservative Democrat than he 
would be listed as a liberal Democrat? I mean, his--his record reflects that, 
it seems to me. 
 
Sen. FRIST: No, it--well, that's what people say and that's certainly the 
way he's trying to bill it here in Tennessee in his television ads. But he 
voted against cutting taxes, and people in Tennessee want low taxes. He 
voted--or he said that he would vote against those common-sense judges. Those 
v--those values that come from outside Tennessee vs. Tennessee values is what 
this race is boiling down to. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. 
 
Sen. FRIST: And I think that people are looking into the consequences of 
what--if these Democrats, not what they say, but how they voted, what would 
happen if they came into the office, and that's very different than what they 
want. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let--let--OK. Let's talk a little bit about Iraq. The vice 
president says "full steam ahead." Do you think Republicans are going to stick 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, November 5, 2006 6 
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

with the president and his Iraq policy? Because as you well know, Senator, in 
this--this election, many Democrats--I mean, many Republicans are running away 
from the president. 
 
Sen. FRIST: Yeah. You know, it's interesting because on the floor of the 
Senate, the way this translates down into what we actually decide upon, 
because I think, ultimately, when people go into the voting booths, they're 
going to decide on the sort of issues like the pocketbook issues we talked 
about, like judges, but also on the safety and security of their community. 
So they're going to say which party of which candidate is stronger in fighting 
the war on terrorism? Again, that broader war. And they'll look at votes 
like the Patriot Act or the Terrorist Surveillance Act and say, `How would the 
Republican vote?'--in support of those policies--`How would the 
Democrat?'--generally against. 
 
Now, I know there's a lot of discussion on Iraq and it keeps coming back to 
Iraq, but ultimately, the voter themselves are going to say, `Who makes me 
safer in my community, here in the homeland?' And it is going to be the 
candidate who gives the tools to our military, who supports the military and 
gives the tools to our government to defeat. Yes, victory, defeat the 
terrorists, and not wave the white flag or surrender. That's simply not a 
solution. And that's the way the voter is going to see it three day--two days 
from now. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Now, how do you--how would you evaluate the way people judge that 
the administration has handled the war? Because I hear a lot of people say, 
`Good intentions but a very bad plan.' 
 
Sen. FRIST: Well--no, I think that's right. And it's a difficult time. It 
is a tough time, the images coming across. We know that the outcome that we 
had all anticipated from people in Congress all the way to the American 
people, have not been accomplished. And it's going to take adjustments, it is 
going to take changes. And we hear the American people loud and clear, and we 
see the same images and we get the same reports from overseas. Changes will 
have to be made. 
 
We do see great advances that have been made, too. The political process 
itself is going to have to be tested here with milestones. We saw a great one 
today with Saddam Hussein, through an independent judiciary, being brought to 
justice. Let's celebrate that. Let's celebrate the fact that five months 
ago, a government was put fully in place, but now we do have to set milestones 
on--on distribu... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well--well--do you... 
 
Sen. FRIST: Go ahead. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you have any suggestions about what changes ought to be 
instituted? 
 
Sen. FRIST: Yeah. 
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SCHIEFFER: You said you recognize changes have to be made. 
 
Sen. FRIST: Yeah, absolutely. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Should there be some sort of withdrawal? A timetable? Just give 
me an example of what you think ought to be changed? 
 
Sen. FRIST: No. Well, let me--let me just tell you, I was in--in Iraq about 
three weeks ago, three and a half weeks ago, and spent a lot of time with 
Prime Minister Malaki, with the Cabinet, Shiite and Sunni, and with President 
Talabani. And what is very clear is that if we say that we're going to pull 
out on a certain date, that chaos would result, terrorism would spring forth 
even more than it is today, and Iraq, which Osama bin Laden has called it, 
really is on that forefront of terrorism for around the world. It would 
increase and it would expand. Therefore, absolutely we should not set a, set 
a specific timetable for withdrawal. 
 
We do need to set milestones, milestones to that government. Basically say 
that you do need to disarm the militia and let's see what you're going to do, 
how you're going to do it and when you're going to do it. And we need to 
actually say--not just disarm the militia, but make sure that you have 
economic reform coming in so we can have the oil--oil revenues distributed. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. 
 
Sen. FRIST: Those milestones have to be met, in effect, like the milestone 
was met today in terms of Saddam Hussein being brought to justice. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Very quickly, Senator, do you think that the Republicans have lost 
the House? Do they still have a chance? And what about the Senate, and keep 
it short, please. 
 
Sen. FRIST: Well, let me just say for the United States Senate, we've seen 
tremendous momentum here. Right now, we have a candidate, Bob Corker, who was 
down 7 points two weeks ago and now, as you saw earlier, the Mason-Dixon 
polls, 12 points up. Tremendous momentum here as people begin to focus on the 
candidates themselves. The issues, lower taxes, higher taxes. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Quickly, about the House. The House, quickly. 
 
Sen. FRIST: The House of Representatives, I haven't been in those districts, 
and I know what people are saying it's going to be very, very close, so I 
can't predict there. As people focus on the issues, the pocketbook issues, 
lower taxes, jobs, increased jobs, 6.8 million jobs created... 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. 
 
Sen. FRIST: ...record unemployment and safety and security... 
 
SCHIEFFER: I have to stop you there, Senator. 
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Sen. FRIST: ...I believe they're going to be voting Republican. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I have to stop you there. 
 
Sen. FRIST: Good to be with you. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Thanks so much. 
 
When we come back, we'll talk to Stu Rothenberg, an independent analyst. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: When we come back, we'll talk to Stu Rothenberg, an independent 
analyst. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: And with us now, Stu Rothenberg. He is the editor and publisher 
of the Rothenberg Political Report. He's also a CBS News political analyst. 
And I must say, as good as it gets. 
 
Mr. STUART ROTHENBERG (CBS News Political Analyst): Thanks, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You've been right nearly all of the time, most of the time, which 
is good. Well, how do you see it, Stu? 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: Well, I wish I knew exactly what was going to happen, but I 
think it's clear something dramatic is happening. Certainly in the House, 
start off with the Democrats picking up, right off the bat, 12 to 15 seats. 
That takes them right up to control. And then we get up to the toss-ups, and 
they're going to win a substantial number of those. So they're going to have 
a good night in the House. Whether they win 25 or 30 is one question. Could 
it be 40? Absolutely. But it's going to be a good night. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And the Senate? 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: The Senate is more uncertain, Bob. I've been at five to 
seven, I'd like to actually widen that out to four to seven. The Democrats 
are going to gain seats. I think the Senate is in play. There have been some 
movements, and there's a few more undecided races. We might have an upset 
here or there. Again, a good Democratic night. If they get to six, it will 
be a great Democratic night. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Senator Biden just said he thinks it may wind up 50-50. I sort of 
lean that way myself, as I look at these races. 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: I think it's possible. The--the real question is whether 
the close races start to fall evenly between the D's and the R's. The--you 
know, Missouri goes one way, and--and Virginia goes another way. I think one 
indication may be if you look at these House races, and you see the Democrats 
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starting to pick up 32, 35, 38 House seats, it suggests a partisan wave, 
thought--that is also likely to hit in the Senate, and all the close races 
will go one way. If the House is--is a lower margin, then the Senate races 
may split. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, talk about that a little bit, this term we keep using, the 
wave. What does that really mean? 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: It just means that there's a national sentiment out there 
for change, and the question is how strongly the people feel about that. And 
who exactly votes? There was a recent poll out just today that suggested the 
Republicans were closing, that the gap was narrowing. And it may well be 
narrowing. But you also have to look at the polling as to who they're 
surveying, and in the ABC poll today, The Washington Post poll, instead of a 
huge number of independents and a Democratic advantage, there were more 
Republicans in the survey. Who actually votes on Tuesday? Are there going to 
be more Republicans, or not? 
 
SCHIEFFER: We--we have had these wave-type elections, what, in '74, that was 
the election after Nixon. 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: Right, we had '58, '74, the midterm--the Clinton midterm in 
'94, right, where there was a--kind of a general national message where people 
basically sigh and say, `We want change, we're dissatisfied with the direction 
of the country.' 
 
SCHIEFFER: And--and normally in these elections, it's local issues that 
decide it. But you're talking about a time when a national issues 
triumphs--or trumps, I should say, the local issues. This time it would have 
to be the war. 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: All indications are that this election is about President 
Bush and the war. Republicans have been trying to localize, they've been 
trying to make it about the individual races. They may have succeeded in some 
cases, but certainly not in all. 
 
SCHIEFFER: What I find interesting is that the president seems to be trying 
to nationalize it. He--he seems to suggest he wants a referendum on his war 
policy, and yet many of the Republicans are running away from his war policy. 
I find that very different. 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: Well, the--you're--you're right. I think that's a correct 
observation. When the president gets out there, it automatically makes it 
about him and about his policies. So he has the alternative, he can just stay 
home. But it's hard for the president to do that. The president wants to be 
active. He sees himself as a partisan. He wants to help his party. So he 
automatically injects himself in his policy. He still thinks that if this 
election is about the war against terror, the Republicans will do better. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Bottom line: Democrats take the House, Senate still in play? 
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Mr. ROTHENBERG: You've got it. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Thank you very much, Stu. 
 
Mr. ROTHENBERG: Sure. 
 
SCHIEFFER: We'll be back in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, we are almost there. On Wednesday morning, we can all take 
the obligatory shower and wash off as much of this election as we can. 
 
Remember back when the day after the election was a time we could celebrate 
our favorite candidate's victory, or we were sad because our favorite lost? 
Now, we just want to be sure we didn't get any of it on us, and no wonder. 
 
If all we knew about the elections is what we have learned from the TV ads, 
we'd think the only people running for public office were crooks, deviates and 
fools. It's true, we did have a handful of crooks and two or three deviates 
in the news, but they were exceptions. Call me a hopeless romantic, but I 
still believe most people who run for office are good people. But don't 
expect to hear that from that guy with the raspy voice who seems to narrate 
all the TV ads. 
 
A long time ago, someone said, "Democracies get the governments they deserve," 
but don't we deserve an election process better than this? How have we come 
from a time when every grandmother thought her grandchild would grow up to be 
president to an era when you can't find a soul who wants his or her child to 
go near politics, let alone run for office? 
 
May I ask the obvious question: Does that have anything to do with the kind 
of campaigns we are now made to suffer? We'll never get the government we 
deserve until we make the hard choices needed to reform the way we pick our 
leaders. 
 
I'm Bob Schieffer and I hate these campaign commercials, all of them. 


