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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, Democrat Ted Kennedy, Republican Lindsey Graham on the war in Iraq 
and the 2004 presidential campaign.  As the violence continues in Iraq, the war is becoming the defining 
issue in the 2004 presidential race. A few days before the first debate, where do the candidates stand?  Are 
we safer now than we were before the war?  On the Democrat side, the Senate's liberal lion, Ted Kennedy.  
For the Republicans, South Carolina's tough young conservative, Lindsey Graham.  Karen Tumulty of Time 
magazine will join in the questioning, and I'll have a final word on my friend, the Vietnam photographer 
Eddie Adams.  But first, Senators Kennedy and Graham on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION, with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob Schieffer.  And 
now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again.  Both of our guests are in the studio this morning.  We begin with 
Senator Kennedy. 
 
Senator EDWARD KENNEDY (Democrat, Massachusetts; Armed Services Committee): Good morning. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator, thank you for coming.  You are going to make what is being billed as a major 
speech tomorrow at George Washington University. Amongst other things, you're planning to say that the 
administration's handling of Iraq is a toxic mix of ignorance, arrogance and stubborn ideology. I take it the 
gist of your speech is that the country is not only safer since the war broke out but that America's a more 
dangerous place as a result of this war. 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Quite clearly, the greatest threat to American security before 9/11 was al-Qaida.  The 
greatest threat to American security after 9/11 is al-Qaida and Osama bin Laden.  We had an effective 
program to try to deal with al-Qaida and Osama bin Laden.  We were diverted to going into Iraq.  And as a 
result of going into Iraq, we see we are locked in there in a quagmire and we have seen blunder after blunder 
after blunder.  It isn't just me that is saying that.  We have the critics on the Republican side.  Chuck Hagel, 
Dick Lugar, John McCain have all said that in the last of several weeks, and we have seen the prime 
minister of Pakistan as recently as the last two days has talked about how the United States has basically 
misstepped in terms of the Iraqi situation.  And as a result, we are less secure at the present time.  We have 
had 876 Americans who have been killed or wounded in the last month.  We have 75 attacks a day with 
greater sophistication.  We have more and more kidnappings, more and more beheadings, and this as we've 
diverted our attention from protecting the United States... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just... 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  ...and our allies. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And, of course, the president has been saying that it is folly to suggest that the world is better 
off now that Saddam Hussein has been deposed. Not better off. 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Well, the president just this last--this week said it's just a handful of individuals who are 
part of the violence over there.  The vice president said everything is going fine over there.  And the--
Secretary Rumsfeld just this last week said he was encouraged over there.  This is what we see in the front 
page of The Washington Post about the growth of violence and the fact that there are more and more no-go 
places in Iraq, that Fallujah is out of control.  And this is completely consistent with the National 
Intelligence Estimates on this.  And what we are seeing is that we are lost in the quagmire over there. 
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Now John Kerry has offered a plan to try and change this.  This administration has had its chance, and it's 
blunder after blunder, and we need a new direction.  John Kerry has offered a program to be able to do that, 
and we ought to be about the effort to do that. 
 
Ms. KAREN TUMULTY (Time):  And yet the interim Iraqi prime minister, Allawi, who was here last 
week, agreed with the administration's more optimistic assessment of how things look now on the ground in 
Iraq.  Do you think--there was a lot of comment about how aggressively the Kerry campaign attacked his 
credibility while he was in the country with the campaign spokesman going so far as to say you could 
practically see the hand up his shirt moving his lips. Do you think it was appropriate for the Kerry campaign 
and Senator Kerry to attack his credibility that way, and do you think it was smart? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Well, I think absolutely.  I mean, it was Thomas Jefferson said that dissent is the 
essential aspect of patriotism.  I mean this is what democracy is all about.  We've had an administration that 
have misled the American people, have distorted intelligence, have used intelligence in a highly selective 
way.  They haven't been on the level with regards to the American people consistently, and John Ker--it's 
about time that we find out. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But... 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  And do you... 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  ...(Unintelligible) out the real losers in this are American troops. 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  And you agree, though, that Prime Minister Allawi is just essentially a puppet of this 
administration? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  I never said that.  I thought he gave a rosy assessment, which is... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But... 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  ...I would expect that he would do about the situation, which is in conflict with the 
National Intelligence and in conflict with the reports that are coming back.  The facts, the growth of 
violence, the growth of violence in Iraq says a lot more than political speak does, more than the prime 
minister and more than Rumsfeld and more than Cheney does.  The growth of violence. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But, Senator, how does it help the cause there and help him which--when while he is in this 
country, his own credibility has been attacked.  How does that help him with his own people? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Because it's the distortions and the lies that we have had on Iraq has brought us to where 
we are at this time where over 1,000 Americans--we have to free ourselves from the lies, the distortions 
about Iraq.  Every time we have these misstatements, every time we have these lies, we sink further and 
further into the quagmire.  We have our greatest allies, Musharraf who's saying that this is a grave mistake.  
The American people ought to know the facts, and this administration wants to keep the facts--they distort 
and misrepresent--they want to keep the facts away till after the election. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you about rhetoric, since we're talking about that. 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Yes. 
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SCHIEFFER:  You say in this speech, and I quote you, "I thank God that President Bush was not our 
president at the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis. Even after 9/11, it is wrong for any president to shoot first 
and ask questions later."  Are you saying that President Bush would have started a nuclear war? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  What I'm saying is that we have a president that has a shoot-from-the-hip American 
foreign policy, and that a president that has shredded the alliances, insulted our allies, and that concept and 
that process is an entirely different process than what President Kennedy followed at the time of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But you don't think that's... 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  And... 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  That is the point that I'm making on that point. 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  And yet polls consistently say that the public views President Bush as being much 
stronger on foreign policy and national defense than Senator Kerry.  And in fact, Senator Kerry has been 
losing a lot of the women's vote, a vote that is traditionally strongly Democratic, in part because of those 
security fears.  Why does the public still continue to see President Bush as the stronger candidate on 
national security? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Well, I think, first of all, Senator Kerry is ahead with the women in this country, and, 
secondly, I think he will be by the time of the election.  I think women, like everyone across this country and 
across the world, were absolutely horrified by these enormous pictures that we saw in Russia recently with 
that incredible violence and that extraordinary tragedy. And I think that they have the sense about security 
and homeland security like everyone else does.  But I think that as they find out that John Kerry has a plan 
to try and reduce the violence and to move Iraq into a position where it can be independent and to see the 
safe withdrawal of American troops, and as they pay attention to this debate this week and the following 
debates, I'm absolutely convinced that they will support Senator Kerry in an overwhelming way. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But why has Senator Kerry had such a hard time explaining exactly what it is he wants to do 
in Iraq? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Well, I think he's laid his policy out, and I think it's increasingly understood.  I think 
there's heightened interest among the American people in doing it.  Look, he is able and he will be able to 
try and implement his program. 
 
This president has lost all credibility with our allies, all credibility with our allies.  That's true around the 
world in country after country, where we had support just over a year ago after 9/11.  We've lost that 
support.  I believe that just because this president cannot develop a program to establish an Iraq that can be 
independent does not mean that John Kerry can't. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, that... 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  That's the issue.  They say, `Oh, well, President Bush can't do it, and, therefore, John 
Kerry can do it.'  Hello. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, but let me just ask you--because Senator Kerry keeps saying, `We need to bring in 
more troops.' 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  No, no.  Wait, wait, wait, wait, wait. 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, September 26, 2004 4 
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

 
SCHIEFFER:  But I look around and I don't see any country that wants to volunteer more troops. 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Well, first of all, what he is saying--talking about, bringing the international community 
that this president is completely incapable of. Even Musharraf in his interviews didn't exclude the possibility 
under other circumstances of committing troops. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, but my point is if President Bush can't get other countries to put troops in there... 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  That's right. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...why can Senator Kerry? 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Because this president, President Bush, has basically shredded all the alliances that we've 
had.  He's insulted our allies.  And how in the world do you expect that they are going to be responsive?  
John Kerry will bring the credibility to this situation.  Our allies have an interest in having a credible Iraq, 
and he will be able to bring that kind of credibility to place. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Kennedy, thank you so much for joining us. 
 
Sen. KENNEDY:  Thank you very much.  Good. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We'll be back in a minute to get another side of the story with Republican Senator Lindsey 
Graham. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And we're back now with Senator Lindsey Graham, conservative Republican from South 
Carolina, a member of the Armed Services Committee. 
 
Well, you heard Senator Kennedy, Senator Graham, and he says that everything that could go wrong has 
gone wrong, every judgment has been wrong.  Your response to Senator Kennedy? 
 
Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM (Republican, South Carolina; Armed Services Committee): I don't think he's 
undecided.  You know, Hurricane Ted just flew through in terms of the valuation of the war.  But Senator 
Kennedy's very passionate about his politics, and I respect that.  I think you asked a very good question.  In 
spite of all this gloom and doom, why is President Bush leading fairly decisively in terms of being a war 
leader vs. Senator Kerry?  I think it goes back to vision and consistency.  The honest truth about Senator 
Kerry is I think he's been trying to develop a war strategy that helps him in November.  Whether it's the $87 
billion vote, that tortured reasoning why he voted against it--that was during the primary.  Dean was the 
anti-war candidate.  `I'm going to vote against that $87 billion.  I'm going to divest Bush of the resources to 
do this folly of a war.'  And that was kind of primary politics.  `I'm going to get us out in a year.  My goal is 
to get us out in four years.  I'm going to have more international troops.' 
 
The truth is the American public understands how complicated this is, and we're in it for the long haul.  And 
I think they see that President Bush has an imperfect plan but is trying to go to the root causes of 9/11.  The 
root causes of 9/11 is extremism.  This is not the Cuban Missile Crisis.  This is us responding after Pearl 
Harbor.  And if we don't transform the Mideast and empower moderate forces, you can't kill enough of al-
Qaida to win. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Well, what Senator Kennedy--the point he makes and the point he'll make in this speech that 
he's delivering tomorrow is that basically the war in Iraq has been a diversion.  It's something... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Right. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...that has taken us away from the war on terrorism, and his idea is we need to get back to the 
war on terrorism. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  I couldn't disagree more.  The fundamental cause of 9/11 wasn't poverty in the Middle 
East.  It wasn't the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  It was that our country is seen by the extremists, al-Qaida and 
other regimes that are sympathetic to al-Qaida, as being part of the problem.  Saddam Hussein's regime was 
sympathetic to terrorism.  He sent money to suicide bomber families to keep the Mideast in turmoil in terms 
of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  It was a regime that defied for a dozen years UN resolutions to disarm.  
We are safer because he's gone. 
 
But here's where we're really become safe.  If a democracy can come out of the ashes of a dictatorship, if 
women in the Mideast, in Iraq, can vote for the future of their children, if the rule of law will prevail, then 
you're addressing the root causes of the war on terrorism.  Iraq, in the opinion of the terrorists, must be part 
of it, or why else would they go and fight so hard to destabilize the country? 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  Although Secretary Rumsfeld said this week that when elections are held in January that 
it's possible that only three-fourths of the country is going to be secure enough to vote.  That's, you know, as 
though, you know, 12 states weren't able to vote in this country.  Is that going--if that happens, will that kind 
of election be recognized as legitimate? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  I think he said that a election is better than no election.  I think finally we're getting a little 
candor from the administration.  I've been to Iraq twice.  There's transactions going on in Iraq that are very 
much like here at home.  People are shopping, people are driving, people are buying refrigerators and 
televisions and people are getting killed all at the same time.  It's a very mixed bag in Iraq.  But there will be 
parts of the country, I believe, in January that will be ungovernable but we have to push forward and we 
have to create a sense of democracy and momentum.  And Allawi is right to come here and be optimistic 
because his people are dying.  He's been--four assassination attempts against him.  He's a very brave guy.  If 
we'll stand with the Iraqi people I think we can get there but it's going to be a tough sledding. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think it helped or emboldened the enemy, as some in the administration and on the 
Republican side have suggested, that Senator Kerry, when he criticized Allawi while he was here, that that 
really helped the cause, the terrorist cause? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  I think any time that we diminish the effort and we take away from the effort, that it hurts. 
 Criticizing and adjusting is OK.  But saying that we're going out in the wrong direction is not OK.  Every 
Republican and Democrat should believe that the terrorists hate us equally.  This idea that somebody said 
that the al-Qaida prefers Kerry over Bush, that's way over the top.  The al-Qaida hates anybody that believes 
in freedom, diversity of religion, women having rights.  So we're not the enemy.  The parties are not the 
enemy.  The enemy is the terrorist, and I think that Prime Minister Allawi is a very brave fellow.  We are 
making progress, but we need to adjust.  I think we need more troops.  We need to make Fallujah less of a 
sanctuary by January.  There are things that we can do as a nation to make it more secure in Iraq, but we 
need to adjust. 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  But on that point and after a week when we have just seen horrible news, beheadings... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Right. 
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Ms. TUMULTY:  ...you had described Musaba al-Zarqawi as a one-men terror regime. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Sure he is. 
 
Ms. TUMULTY:  And you said if he's in Fallujah, take Fallujah.  Do you think this administration has been 
aggressive enough in going after these terrorist strongholds and doing it now? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  No, but they're beginning to adjust.  The goal is to have an Iraqi face on the military and 
political effort.  These numbers about security forces bounce around.  We are making progress.  We need to 
accelerate the progress.  But Zarqawi, if we got him, it would be a momentum-shifting event. So what I'm 
urging the administration to do is be more candid about how difficult it will be to have a January election 
but be insistent that we do. So yes, I want to go after Zarqawi harder. 
 
But when Senator Kerry tells people we're going to be out in a year, when he says `My goal is to get us out 
in four years,' General Jones and Myers, the military commanders, said that's the worst thing you can tell the 
enemy.  If the enemy believes that you're going to have a policy of this country that we're getting out in four 
they're going to try to kill more people to get us out in two.  And what if you're an Iraqi?  What if you want 
to, you know, change your country and you hear that we may leave in a year or four years, it breaks your 
heart, it breaks your spirit.  Wrong message.  That's why he's not doing well with the American public. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me just ask you--Senator Kennedy said and reminded us that last Friday President 
Musharraf of Pakistan, who is one of our main allies in all of this, stated bluntly the world is more 
dangerous because of the war in Iraq.  He said the war in Iraq has complicated the war on terror.  Do you--
what do you think about what he said there? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  My reply to President Musharraf:  Thank you for your bravery of trying to bring your 
country out of the darkness into the light.  The world is more dangerous because moderate forces in the 
Mideast have not stood up against extremists and we need to be allies of people like President Musharraf 
and Prime Minister Allawi to change the dynamic.  We cannot win this war militarily.  It will be impossible 
for us to change the dynamic with military power alone.  We have to empower people like Prime Minister 
Allawi and those who are pressing for democracy in Iraq.  And the moderate forces in the Mideast, 
including President Musharraf, need the capacity to confront extremism. That's the winning formula. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  General Abizaid, who's the American general in charge of all of this, said, `Yes, in fact, we 
do need more troops.' 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You have said we need more troops. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  For a year and a half I've been saying that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  He says that where those new troops are going to have to come from is from the Iraqis.  Do 
you think it is realistic to say that by January we can have that many Iraqi troops trained and ready to 
defend? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  General Petraeus seems to think we can, but I've been to the training site in Jordan for the 
police, and let me just give you a quick evaluation of that.  One is in Jordan.  That's good news.  The 
Jordanian government is helping to train the Iraqi police, but the people in charge of the police academy in 
Jordan say they're not spending enough time in the vetting process.  We had one guy that was convicted of 
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murder, went through two different classes.  We need to improve our training of the police and the army, 
and I think General Petraeus has a plan. 
 
But to the American people who are listening, Iraq should be the central issue.  Senator Kerry's plan is an 
overlay of President Bush's plan but one major difference.  He is saying things to try to get votes in 
November that are going to hurt the cause in the Mideast.  We cannot let the terrorists believe we're going to 
get out in one year, four years.  We've got to stay till the fight is done, and getting out means the capacity by 
the Iraqi people to govern themselves with a functioning police and a functioning army.  I don't know how 
long it's going to take.  It's not going to be done by January, but this is the fight of my lifetime, of your 
lifetime, and we need to stay the course. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Lindsey Graham, thank you so much for joining us. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Turning now to our Flashback.  Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy were neck in neck in 
the polls in the final weeks of the 1960 presidential campaign.  Leading into the debates, Robert Kennedy, 
manager for his brother's presidential campaign, came on FACE THE NATION and that is this week's 
FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
Unidentified Man:  (From videotape, September 25, 1960) Robert Kennedy, FACE THE NATION. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The Sunday before the historic debate, the Democratic candidate's brother Robert appeared 
on FACE THE NATION and predicted it could be a turning point in the campaign. 
 
(Excerpt from videotape, September 25, 1960) 
 
Mr. ROBERT KENNEDY (Manager, Kennedy Campaign):  Oh, I think it'll be an extremely important 
factor.  I don't know whether it will be the decisive matter, but I think it will be extremely important.  
Extremely important. 
 
Unidentified Man:  How does the senator intend to conduct himself?  Is he going to... 
 
Mr. KENNEDY:  Very well. 
 
(End of excerpt) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Seventy million Americans watched that first debate.  Experts said Kennedy's cool manner 
was a factor in his narrow victory.  Another FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
And I'll be back with a final word. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally today, you may have seen in the paper that the great Associated Press photographer 
Eddie Adams died.  He was 71.  It was Lou Gehrig's disease.  Eddie won the Pulitzer for a picture he took in 
Vietnam of a South Vietnamese colonel executing a Viet Cong agent, a picture he came to hate after he 
learned the agent had killed the colonel's family. 
 
When I was a young newspaper reporter in Vietnam, Eddie and I often traveled together and we had a deal.  
He taught me how to cover a war and take pictures.  In return, I caught cut-lines for him.  That is, I took 
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down the names of the people he photographed and wrote captions for his pictures.  He was as brave a guy 
as I ever knew and traveling with him had its moments. Once, when a Buddhist riot broke out and the 
American government didn't want us to cover it, an American MP pulled his pistol and told us to come no 
further.  Eddie raised his camera and said, `OK, you pulled that pistol.  Now just use it.'  The problem was 
the MP was aiming at me, not at Eddie.  We talked our way out of it and later Eddie just laughed and said he 
was pretty sure the guy was just bluffing. 
 
Eddie's friend Pete Hamill wrote this week that whenever he saw Eddie after the war, Eddie would always 
remark on what a glorious day it was.  And so he did.  Because long after the rhetoric is spent, long after the 
generals' explanations and the politicians' debates over who was right and who was wrong has ended, what 
those who are sent to fight our wars and those who have seen the killing up close always remember first is 
simply that they survived to see another day.  Eddie Adams, what a guy. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


