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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, three takes on Iraq. General David Petraeus' report on how the 
current strategy in Iraq is working is just days away, so where do we go from here? We'll hear 
from Joe Biden, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and a Democratic 
presidential candidate; and Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, who is also an Air Force 
reserve officer just back from a summer tour of duty in Iraq. "CBS Evening News" anchor Katie 
Couric is in Baghdad this morning, we'll hear her first report from there. We'll also get the latest 
on the campaign from John Harris of politico.com. I'll have a final word on the long, hot 
summer. 
 
But first, what to do about Iraq on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer: FACE THE NATION, with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer. And now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And good morning again. We begin this morning in Baghdad, where our "CBS 
Evening News" anchor Katie Couric is standing by. 
 
Good morning, Katie. 
 
Ms. KATIE COURIC (CBS Evening News): Bob, good morning. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, you are on the ground. You have been down to Fallujah, I'm told, with 
General Petraeus. General Petraeus, now, next week is going to give the report that the 
administration says is going to help to determine where we go from here in Iraq. What do you 
think he's going to say? Did you get any indication during that trip down to Fallujah? 
 
Ms. COURIC: Well, Bob, I think he's going to talk a lot about Anbar province, which is west of 
Baghdad, and an Anbar awakening, if you will. He took me to Fallujah, which really, he believes, 
is a crowning achievement for US forces in Iraq, and a role model, if you will. Fallujah, as you 
remember, Bob, is one of the deadliest cities in this country, with terrible fighting. Those four 
contractors were murdered there. And US forces, actually, were ordered to retreat from that city 
back in 2004. But what happened is al-Qaeda came in, and tribal leaders realized they did not 
want to live under a brutal al-Qaeda regime. So they enlisted the help of US soldiers and US 
troops, because they realized they could not fight al-Qaeda alone. So suddenly these former 
enemies had a common enemy, worked together, and now Fallujah is relatively calm. 
Reconstruction efforts are under way. And as I said, it's really being considered a crowning 
achievement. And this is just one city in Anbar province. Ramadi is another example of that, as 
well, where Sunnis and US forces are working together to really a great effect. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Did you get the sense that he is going to tell the president that he believes these 
extra troops, the so-called surge is working, and that we have to leave it in place for a while? 
 
Ms. COURIC: I definitely got that impression. I mean, I think he can see there's certainly areas of 
Iraq that are really difficult, and are true trouble spots. Al-Qaeda in the north, Shiite militias in 
the--in the south of Baghdad, still a lot of insurgency and still a lot of sectarian violence, even in 
Baghdad. 
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But I believe he thinks that these are not just pockets of success, what I mentioned about Fallujah 
and Ramadi, but it really is a trend. And he told me he thought the trend was definitely going up 
rather than down, and to continue the progress he believes that's being made here so far, that the 
surge must continue, and US--a full US presence should be here. But he did talk about geometry 
on the battlefield, Bob, and about possibly drawing down some troops. But he thinks that 
certainly in these areas where the surge was needed, that it needs to continue. 
 
SCHIEFFER: So he says there is a possibility that some troops may be drawn down. Katie, what 
are your impressions after being there on the scene? We've all followed this for years from afar, 
but once you're there anything surprise you in particular? 
 
Ms. COURIC: Well, I was surprised, you know, after I went to eastern Baghdad. I was taken to 
the Alawi Market, which is near Haifa Street, which was the scene of that very bloody gun battle 
back in January. And you know, this market seemed to be thriving, and there were a lot of people 
out and about, a lot of family-owned businesses and vegetable stalls. And so you do see signs of 
life that seem to be normal. Of course, that's what the US military wants me to see, so you have 
to keep that in mind as well. But there--I think there are definitely areas where the situation is 
improving. 
 
But everyone agrees, Bob, that if these people, the people of Iraq, do not get basic services like 
electricity, like running water, it will be impossible to win their hearts and minds and have them 
fully support the national unity government or anything that's going on here. And I can tell you 
from personal experience, just being here two day--two days and triple-digit temperatures, it is 
absolutely stifling. And I have such respect for all these soldiers, men and women, who spend 
every day not only out in this heat, but in this heavy body armor, heavy uniforms, lots of gear, 
and never complain. So it really makes you proud of our US servicemen and women. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Well, Katie, thank you very much this morning, and be careful. 
 
Ms. COURIC: Thank you, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And we turn now to Senator and Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden. He 
joins us from Dubuque, Iowa. 
 
Well, Senator, you heard what Katie Couric just said. We're now hearing from your Democratic 
leader, Harry Reid, that he may be more amenable to perhaps trying to work out something with 
Republicans to chart where we go from here in some sort of a more unified way. Do you have 
any idea what would be possible here? I mean, you--you're not ready for an immediate 
withdrawal, but you think we have to reconfigure our forces. What do you anticipate is going to 
happen over these next weeks in Washington? 
 
Senator JOSEPH BIDEN (Democrat, Delaware; Chairman Foreign Relations Committee): Well, 
I'm not sure what's going to happen, Bob, but this war's got to end. Look, the idea that there's 
going to be a strong central government in Iraq is not going to happen in your lifetime. It's not 
going to happen in mine. It's a central fallacy of this administration's policy. And that's why we 
have to move separating these parties and have what Tom Friedman called today, and I've been--
Les Gelb and I've been calling for, for two years, a sort of a radical federalism. The only place the 
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administration's efforts are working are places where they have localized the security. And Katie 
pointed out that General Petraeus said that, you know, now you have us working with the Sunnis 
in order to take on the al-Qaeda. But let me tell you, there's no working to take on and work with 
the Shia, they're still fighting the Shia. And the idea that we're going to have a national police 
force that's going to make any sense in that--we should disband the national police force, we 
should move on to implementing their constitution. You got to separate the parties, Bob. The 
central fallacy of a notion of an Allawi government some people are talking about now, or a 
Maliki government, is not going to happen. It's not going to happen. We should get on with it. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, of course, the Democratic position is, is to start this withdrawal and get these 
troops out of here, what, by early next year or something to that effect? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You have never favored that, but you do think we have to reconfigure and begin to 
start some sort of at least a plan to get out. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Why not draw them out all now? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, Bob, actually, I do. You know--you know, actually, I do. It was the Biden-
Levin amendment that said immediately begin to draw down combat troops, have those combat 
troops out by March of '08 except for those necessary for training the Iraqi army, to protect our 
civilians that are there, and deny al-Qaeda occupation of Anbar province. That requires about 
one-fifth of the number of troops we have there. We should begin to draw down these combat 
troops, and get them out of this civil war. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But I guess I would go back to what Katie was saying, as she said that clearly--and 
we hear other reports coming out of there that says that General Petraeus is going to say we really 
just need a little more time. We need to keep the troops in here a little longer. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, God love--God love General Petraeus. I think he's a great guy. He's going to 
tell you where we're making some military progress. But if I could have--I could go back and 
quote you what he said, what the president said, the secretary of defense said: The purpose of this 
surge was to give breathing room to acquire some political reconciliation. There is no political 
reconciliation. And the total number of Iraqi civilian deaths are up around Iraq, not down. The 
number of people fleeing their homes has gone from 50,000 a month to 100,000 a month since 
the surge. It is true things are better where our military is physically sitting. But it's like putting 
your fist in the water, Bob. The minute you take the fist out of the water, you can't even tell it 
was ever there. That's why there's need for a political settlement. It doesn't matter how many 
troops we put there. Unless you have a political settlement, when we leave we're going to leave 
chaos behind, and you'll find you have a regional war. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me shift to what's going on on Capitol Hill, and that is the search for a 
successor to Alberto Gonzales, the attorney general who just announced that he is resigning. 
What do you think the next attorney general ought to be? I mean, do you have some examples 
of... 
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Sen. BIDEN: The next attorney... 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...who would make a good attorney general and who wouldn't? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, I know who the next attorney general should be. Should be able to tell the 
truth, he should be somebody who knows the difference that--between torture and what's not 
torture, he should be able to advise the president on the Constitution and not continue to tell him 
he can eavesdrop on Americans in violation of the Constitution. He should be somebody who's--
is wise enough to tell the president close down Guantanamo Bay, it's a violation of everything we 
stand for. I think you need somebody in the--in the mold of Levi. Remember Attorney General 
Levi... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mm-hmm. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: ...when we had similar crisis back 25 years ago? I don't know where they can find 
such a person, but it's more important that the person understand the Constitution and have the 
guts to tell the president what the truth is. And that's been absolutely absent the entirety of this 
administration with this attorney general. That's why I voted against him in the first place, that's 
why I called for his resignation. And I hope the president has a learning curve here and gets 
somebody who in--will tell the truth. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Senator, I get conflicting reports. Some people tell me--who are supposed to 
know--that Michael Chertoff, the current homeland security secretary, is being considered for 
attorney general. Other people in the White House have told me no way. Would he be somebody 
who would meet the criteria you're talking about? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Absolutely not, no. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And you would--you would oppose him? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: I would oppose him. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me throw out some other names: Ted Olson, the former solicitor general; 
George Terwilliger, former deputy attorney general. Would those kinds of people be more to 
what you would be looking for? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Closer, but no. 
 
SCHIEFFER: No. Any suggestions to the White House? Or have you offered any suggestions? 
Have you been asked... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, you know, it's... 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...who might... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: ...it's... 
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SCHIEFFER: ...you might be willing to support? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: I have been asked, and I've given a profile, not an individual. There are people out 
there. There's people like former Fourth Circuit judge Billy Wilkinson. I know him. I don't know 
whether he's being considered or not. I mean, they're not choices that I would make if I were 
president, picking the attorney general. They're people, I suspect, within the realm who I do think 
understand the Constitution, who--people who understand that torture is something less than 
organ failure or death, as this administration defined torture. So I just think that there are a 
number of people out there. It's not for me to tell the president who he should pick, but I do think 
some of the names I've heard floated would not fit the bill of telling the president what he's 
engaged in, and the wire tapping he's engaged in is unconstitutional; tell him the truth about what 
we should abide by international treaties, etc. So I think it's more what the position on these big 
issues is of the person being nominated, as opposed to whether or not the president likes him. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Well, Senator, thank you very much. Good luck on the campaign trail. 
We know you're in Iowa... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...because of the old Iowa caucuses that are just right around the corner. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Absolutely. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Back in a minute. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Thank God for the caucuses. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Back in a minute to talk to Republican Senator Lindsey Graham. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: And we're back now with Senator Lindsey Graham, who joins us from Clemson, 
South Carolina. He's just been in Iraq, where he's been doing his reserve Air Force duty for the 
last two weeks. 
 
But Senator, I want to start by asking you about something that Senator Biden just said. He 
mentioned the name of Billy Madden, of the First Circuit--Fourth Circuit court. He is, of course, 
from South Carolina, and I think you have been quoted in some of the newspapers down there as 
saying that's your man for the court. Do you think he's under serious--I mean, for the attorney 
general job. You think he's under serious consideration? 
 
Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM (Republican, South Carolina; Armed Services Committee): Judge 
Wilkins, Billy Wilkins, would be an ideal choice by the president, but the names that you've 
mentioned, also, I would support. So I hope so. We'll see. I think it's a chance to start over with 
somebody new and fresh, and that will be loyal to the president's policies, but will have good 
standing on Capitol Hill. Judge Wilkins would fit that mold, but so would other people 
mentioned. We'll see. 
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SCHIEFFER: Senator Graham, do you think that the--that the Senate should go ahead with these 
investigations into what Alberto Gonzales did or didn't do? After all, he has left, and... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Yeah. Well, yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: So where do you go from here on that? Do these things still need to be explored? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: In my opinion, we just need to move forward, talk about, you know, how do 
you surveil the enemy in a time of war. I support finding out what the enemy's up to through a 
surveillance program. I want it to be constitutional. So I think this is a chance for the Congress to 
move forward. We're at 18 percent approval rating in the eyes of the public. It'd be a good 
opportunity for the Congress to show the American people we can look forward, not always 
backwards. So I hope we'll go forward. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let's talk about Iraq. You're just back. You're, what, a colonel in the Air 
Force reserves? Been in the reserves for a long time. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Yes, sir. Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Were on active duty for, what, 10 years, I guess it was? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Six and a half, yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Six and a half. So what are you coming away from Iraq this time with, what 
impressions? And you've been going there a lot, I know. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Right. Well, the surge has worked. It's provided a level of security I haven't 
seen. We're finally getting the formula right. Anbar is just not about more troops. Anbar is about 
the local people, the Sunni Arabs in Anbar rejecting al-Qaeda. Twelve thousand people have 
joined the police force in Anbar in '07, only 1,000 in '06. So not only has al-Qaeda been 
diminished because of the surge, I think we can sustain this progress. We can hold areas now 
because the Iraqi people are getting involved. The government at the central level is 
dysfunctional, but it's not a failed state. 
 
And here's one thing that I'd like to put on the table. The worst thing that can happen for America 
is a failed state in Iraq where Iran is the winner and al-Qaeda comes back. And I think there will 
be a lag time between political reconciliation and security. I'll make a prediction on your show. In 
a matter of weeks, we're going to have a major breakthrough in Baghdad on items of political 
reconciliation, the benchmarks, because the Iraqi people are putting pressure on their politicians. 
That's the best pressure that could be applied where people vote, is have the people themselves, 
frustrated with their own elected representatives, having their say. And I saw that all over Iraq. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But this Iraqi parliament, for example, it went on vacation during the month of 
August. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I don't see any indication here that they're any closer to any kind of reconciliation... 
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Sen. GRAHAM: Right. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...or any closer to a consensus on how to share power than they ever were, Senator. 
Why do you suggest that just the opposite may be happening? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: I--right. I totally disagree that, Bob, honestly. Last week you had a reformation 
of the major groups to--who pledged with a written document to re-engage. I think you're going 
to have a breakthrough. They come back September the 7th on de-Baathification and local 
elections. The Iraqi people are tired of the killing, they're tired of the dying, and that frustration is 
beginning to float up to the national level. The government is dysfunctional, but it hasn't failed. 
They're still talking with each other. So there's a lag time between better security and political 
reconciliation, and I think we're going to see very soon political reconciliation in a meaningful 
way at the central government level, and there will be no successful effort in the Senate to 
withdraw troops. Now is the time to pour it on, not withdraw. More of the same--more political, 
economic, military support--will effect dramatically the outcome in Iraq. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, pouring it on, we understand that the president's about to ask Congress for 
another $50 billion... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...for the Iraq war. Do you think that... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Right. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...he'll get the support in the Senate to get that done? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM: Absolutely. Katie was right. The more power you can supply, the better 
economic conditions. The moment is right now in Iraq. People are tired of the killing and the 
dying. There's local reconciliation like I've never seen before. If you could have an economic 
surge--if the international community could come in, if the Gulf states could come in and provide 
economic help--now is the time to reinforce Iraq, not to withdraw. We have a chance to change 
things on the ground forever in a way that would contain Iran and diminish al-Qaeda. So to my 
colleagues in the Senate, go for yourself and see what's happening in Iraq. It is positive. We're a 
long ways to go yet, but we're about to turn a corner. We certainly have militarily. We're going to 
turn a corner economic and politically if we stay engaged. The surge is working. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Lindsey Graham, reporting today from South Carolina. We'll be back 
with our political roundtable in just a second. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: And time now for our weekly check on the state of politics. John Harris, our friend 
and editor in chief of politico.com, is here. 
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Well, John, it's Labor Day. A lot of people used to think that was when campaigns really kind of-
-people started to get serious about it. Of course, this has been going on for eight months, I guess. 
But just give us the state of the campaign as you see it right now. Start with the Republicans. 
 
Mr. JOHN HARRIS (Editor-in-Chief, Politico.com): I know. Only 14 months to go, Bob, only 14 
months to go. 
 
The Republican race, I see this as a competition between two strategies: a national strategy and a 
thread-the-needle strategy. Rudy Giuliani has got the national strategy. We--all of us had been 
wondering, look, can this guy who's moderate in his social views win in a socially conservative 
party? And a lot of us saying these numbers won't hold up. But we've been, as you point out, 
months into this campaign. His numbers are holding up pretty well. Any national poll shows him 
leading this race, in some polls actually in command of the race. 
 
He's up against a thread-the-needle strategy. Mitt Romney has said, `Look, I'm not well-known 
nationally, I'm not going to compete nationally now. I'm going to win in Iowa and in these early 
states.' And he's put together a formidable organization and seems to be executing a pretty 
effective strategy in those early states, hoping that when Iowa comes four months from now, five 
months from now, he'll bounce off that and be the national candidate. 
 
Fred Thompson, obviously, gets in this week in just a couple of days and complicates that. He's 
got kind of a composite. He hopes that he can do well because he's nationally known, because 
he's a Hollywood actor and has drawn a lot of attention. But he also has a thread-the-needle 
strategy. Everything's got to go exactly right for him. And to be blunt, his candidacy won't take 
off unless things go wrong for some of the other candidates. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You haven't even mentioned John McCain. 
 
Mr. HARRIS: You know, in--if you'd asked us--we'd been having this conversation months ago, 
that would be astonishing to say that McCain is not really a figure in this race. You know, he has 
got to have a--really a Lazarus-like comeback to be taken seriously in this. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Democrats? 
 
Mr. HARRIS: The Democrats. Look, if this is--if 2008 is a year in which conventional politics 
rules the day, Hillary Clinton is going to be the nominee. She has a great conventional campaign 
in terms of organization, message discipline, effective strategists, and she herself has proven to 
be quite a politician. Barack Obama will not win the nomination unless this is one of those years 
in which unconventional politics rules the day and he can take--he's got a lot of money, less 
effective organization, but a potentially compelling message. `Look, I'm a fresh face. It's time to 
turn the page.' If it's an unconventional year, Barack Obama's got an opening. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. That's our check. Thank you, John. 
 
Mr. HARRIS: Thanks, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER: See you soon. Back with a final word in just a minute. 
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(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: Finally today, am I wrong or has this been one of the worst summers ever? And I 
love summer. But this summer it has just been one thing after another. Blistering heat, fires, a 
tornado in Brooklyn of all places, airlines that never seem to get anywhere on time, and, of 
course, there was the war. 
 
And then came the nastiest story of recent years, the implosion of Senator Larry Craig's political 
career. The senator made it official yesterday, he will do his party a favor and just go away. 
People think reporters love this stuff. Trust me, not many of us do. When a story involves sex, no 
one involved--including those who have to report it--ever comes off looking better. Just ask the 
veterans of the Monica watch. Throw in detailed discussions of bathroom habits and you had the 
Larry Craig story. The nonstop pictures of toilets and men's room signs on television almost 
made me long for the wall-to-wall coverage of Paris Hilton. I know it is probably just the heat, 
but here are two things I'm glad to be done with: this summer and this story. 
 
Remember, Katie Couric will be reporting this week from Baghdad starting on Tuesday on the 
"CBS Evening News." We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 
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