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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Presidential candidate John Edwards and the Iowa caucuses.  We're in Des Moines.  And one 
day before those caucuses, what a race.  Suddenly, John Kerry has surged into the lead in the 
latest poll and John Edwards has moved into a close second.  What is going on here?  What's 
happened to front-runner Howard Dean, who's dropped to third just ahead of Dick 
Gephardt?  Can these polls be trusted?  We're going to ask John Edwards what he thinks 
accounts for the change.  Amy Walter of The Cook Report joins in the questioning.  Our 
FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback will look at the first time we went to the 
moon.  And then I'll have a final word on the almost lost art of keeping people in the political 
process.  But first, Senator John Edwards on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Des Moines, Iowa, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again from the Law Library of the Iowa state Capitol, and, 
if I may say so, one of the most beautiful libraries, one of the most beautiful rooms, in all of 
America.  With us here this morning, Senator John Edwards.  Joining in the questioning, Amy 
Walter of The Cook Political Report. 
 
Well, Senator, I hope I don't embarrass you when I hold up this Des Moines Register because 
this is the story today in Iowa.  Howard Dean, who was supposed to have had this invincible 
lead, it turns out that that lead has slipped.  John Edwards and John Kerry have surged--
Kerry, I guess, has a couple of percentage... 
 
Senator JOHN EDWARDS (Democrat, North Carolina; Democratic Presidential Candidate):  
Could you hold that up again? 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...a couple of percentage points ahead of John Edwards, who was in single 
digits out here, I think it's fair to say, a month of so ago. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Oh, it's absolutely fair to say. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, Senator, do you believe this?  What do you think is going on and--and 
what's happened here? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, I think what's happened in my campaign, Bob, is this positive 
message of hope and bringing real change to America, to our schools, to our health-care 
system, to what's happening in Washington, has finally broken through.  And it's hard for 
that kind of message to get through in the midst of a lot of negative attacks, one candidate on 
another.  You know, that gets the most attention. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, the fact of the matter is Gephardt has really opened up some negative 
attacks on Dean.  Kerry has to some extent.  Either by luck or design, you've managed to be 
able to stay off to the side and take the high road.  Do you think that has anything to do with 
the fact that you have gone up in recent weeks? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Oh, I don't think there's any question about it.  You know, my--honestly, 
my positive message and the substantive ideas behind it are what I am and what I believe in, 
they're real, they're sincere.  Now I had no way of knowing in advance that the negativity 
would become as intense as it has become.  And if m--if you're a caucus-goer in Iowa, hardly 
a day goes by that you don't open your mailbox and get three or four pieces of negative mail, 
somebody attacking another.  So, you know, a message of hope and optimism really does lift 
above that. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Amy. 
 
Ms. AMY WALTER (The Cook Political Report):  Yeah, well, this is the good news, to be in 
second place, but then there's the expectations game that goes along with that... 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  ...and living up to those expectations.  If you don't finish in first of second 
here in Iowa, can your campaign sustain the momentum to take you through to the 
nomination 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  You--you know, we can because, Bob mentioned this earlier, I mean, a 
month ago I was in single digits here in Iowa.  I mean, I've had by far the most dramatic 
move here in Iowa over the last month and there's a huge momentum behind the campaign 
right now.  And because of that, I think whatever happens here in Iowa--Iowa, and I feel 
good about tomorrow night--whatever happens here in Iowa, I think that momentum will 
continue in New Hampshire and South Carolina, where I was born, places where I--where I 
think I'll do well. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  So you think you'll be able to compete well in New Hampshire and that the 
race is going to tighten up in New Hampshire as well as South Carolina? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  I do, for the same reason it happened here because this message, this 
positive message which is hard to get through early on, will get through when the New 
Hampshire are making their decisions over the course of the week before the primary. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you still intend to make a fight for it in New Hampshire?  And I ask this 
because Wesley Clark decided to bypass Iowa, concentrate on New Hampshire.  He's 
apparently doing quite well there.  There's some speculation that you might now sort of pull 
back in New Hampshire and concentrate on South Carolina. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Dead wrong.  No, I'm--I intend to work as hard and intensely in New 
Hampshire.  I'm--I'm running a--a national campaign, Bob.  I intend to be the nominee.  I 
intend to beat George Bush.  And I've been running a national campaign from the beginning. 
 We're ready not just for New Hampshire but for South Carolina, Oklahoma and all the 
subsequent states. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let's talk about South Carolina.  Because one of the things you've been 
talking about out here, and it is a slight dig at Howard Dean, I would say, is you're saying 
that George Bush thinks the South is his back yard.  You're saying you can make it your back 
yard.  Yet you would face, I would guess, a pretty tough campaign for re-election in North 
Carolina ha--had you chosen to--to run for the Senate this year.  What can you point to 
specifically that says, `I can do better in the South than--than George Bush'? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, first of all, I won a very tough race against an incumbent Republican 
senator backed by the Jesse Helms political machine which is quite a force in North Carolina, 
as you well know, for many years, Bob.  So I've run in a very tough place against a very 
powerful political presence, and been able to win.  I grew up in the South.  I grew up in the 
rural South, not just in the South.  So I think I can compete--and you know this very well 
from covering these elections over time.  You know, it's not just the urban areas that matter.  
You know, Democrats tend to do well in the urban areas.  The question is:  How do we 
compete in smaller towns, smaller communities?  In rural areas, it's where I'm frump--I'm 
from, I've laid out the clear set of ideas about how we improve the economy and rural--in 
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rural America.  So I think I can compete--and don't forget, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
these places where Bush did pretty well in 2000 are places that have lost thousands and 
thousands of jobs and I think people will hold him accountable for that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, if I ask you which state specifically you think you could carry that he 
didn't, I--I suppose you'd say North Carolina first. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  I would. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But what would be the next one? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  I think the states that I'd have a great shot at and--and--and could win are 
North Carolina, Arkansas.  I think we have a very good shot in Louisiana.  I think Georgia, 
we'd have a shot at.  We should win West Virginia.  I think Tennessee, we'd have a shot at.  
And I think there--I think there are a whole group of Southern states that I would have a 
very good shot at. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  Now the other candidate who is--we've talked about a little bit--who's also 
surging in North Carolina is General Wesley Clark, who also is claiming that he's able to run 
and win in the South.  He's also from the South.  But he brings with him these military 
foreign policy credentials. That is what he's saying i--gives him an--an advantage over you in 
this race and in this battle here for these sort of swing voters.  How do you respond to that?  
How do you compete with General Clark?  What do you say to that claim that he brings 
more foreign policy bona fides that, in the wake of September 11th, become very critical? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, first of all, General Clark's a good man.  I don't have a single bad 
thing to say about him.  What I would say about that subject, though, is this is where I'm 
from.  I have lived with the problems that exist in--in North Carolina and South Carolina and 
these other Southern states.  I understand them intimately.  I ran a tough election there i--i--in 
the South, and not only that, I've been a senator dealing with the problems that exist every 
single day.  That's not where General Clark has been.  He's been in a different place.  And I 
think because of I--I--because not only did I grow up there, but my entire life, including my 
life in public service, every single day, I have been dealing with the problems that people face 
in their lives: their health-care problems, the problems in rural America, agriculture problems. 
 And I think that's a very different thing than--than General Clark. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  And do you think that ultimately, this race does come down to who is going 
to be the candidate who can win the South? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  I think we've never elected a Democrat for president of the United States in 
our history without winning at least five Southern states. If we can't win Southern states and 
compete in the South, it becomes very--not impossible, but extremely difficult for us to win a 
national election.  I know I can do that.  I have done it, and I know, by the way, from 
campaigning here in Iowa, the caucus-goers ask me constantly about that.  I mean, they're 
completely tuned into that.  They're looking for somebody who can beat Bush, and they know 
to beat Bush, we're going to have to be able to beat him also in the South. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let's talk about Iraq a little bit. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  There's been another terrible incident... 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  I saw that. 
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SCHIEFFER:  ...there today, a suicide bombing, 20 people killed.  Perhaps two of those are 
Americans; 60 people injured.  Every day, we hear something like this coming out of Iraq.  
What do we need to do here in Iraq?  Where do we go from here?  If you were president, 
how would you resolve this? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, first of all, we have a failed policy right now, and why the 
administration's not willing to change course, I have no idea.  I mean, the one thing that we 
clearly need to do is we need to internationalize the security force in Iraq.  I mean, NATO 
could be in Iraq right now.  They could protect the Saudi Arabia and the Iranian border.  At 
a minimum, it would allow us to concentrate on the Sunni triangle, where so much of the 
violence is occurring.  But we can't continue to just be an American occupying force. Right 
now, this is nothing but an American operation.  The other thing that I think we should be 
doing everything in our power to do is turn the civilian authority, the transitional 
government, over to the United Nations.  Some international presence in both ways, I think, 
would make a difference. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  It would appear that the Bush administration is going to start drawing down 
troops... 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...sometime next year.  Do you think that's wise? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  I think what we ne--I--first of all, I think it would be a terrific thing if we 
could bring some American troops home, but the answer to this is we need international 
troops present there, exactly the same way we're seeing NATO troops present in Afghanistan 
right now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The president is going to make his State of the Union this--next--or, well, this 
week, and one of the things he's going to talk about is going to the moon.  Do you think we 
ought to go to the moon? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, I think--I think--I think going to the moon is--is great. The gr--the real 
issue is what are we doing to address the problems that people face here every day in their 
lives?  One of the things that concerns me about George Bush, Bob, is he's not--I'm out here 
every day having town hall meetings six, seven, eight times a day, listening to the problems 
that people face, taking on all questions, whatever their concerns are.  George Bush would do 
a lot of good for himself he would spend just one day doing that.  Instead of going to ticketed 
events, instead of having himself protected, living this very sheltered existence, he needs to be 
out here hearing what's going on on the street, wi--in real people's lives, and that's the--I 
think he's out of touch with what's happening in people's lives.  For e... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  He's out of touch? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  He is out of touch.  Because, you know, I think he sees... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The president of the United States is out of touch? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Hard to believe, isn't it?  I absolutely believe that. He--he--he sees--sees 
statistical evidence that some things are happening in the economy, you know, maybe a little 
job improvement, little change in Wall Street.  I'm out here every day listening to what people 
are worried about. They're terrified.  They don't feel like they have any financial security 
anymore.  They don't have jobs, they're worried they--either the jobs have left their 
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community, or they themselves are going to lose their job.  They can't pay for their health care 
anymore.  I mean, this is--this is--these are very serious issues in the day-to-day lives of 
people. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, the economy does appear to be doing better than it was. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yeah, but--but Bob, if you look at what's happened over the last 20 years in 
this country, and not just the last quarter, you know, we've seen most middle-class families in 
this country have gone from a place where 20 years ago they were saving money, they were 
financially secure, to now none of that's true.  Most middle-class families today are saving 
nothing.  In fact, they're going into debt, and the problem that creates for them is if one thing 
goes wrong, if, you know, somebody gets sick or they have a financial problem, they go right 
off the cliff.  And I hear this every day at these town hall meetings.  They're looking for us to 
provide real answers to these problems. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Amy. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  Well, I wanted to follow up a little bit on that point and also go here to the 
poll, which--very interesting number in this new Register poll was the number of people who 
said that `I'm not completely committed to this person that I've picked.'  Half the voters have 
said, `I could change my mind.'  What is it that you say to those wavering voters?  What's 
your message to them to say, `Come on with Senator Edwards'? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Pick for me. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  Yeah. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Two things.  Number one we already talked about.  I'm--I am the 
candidate who can beat George Bush everywhere in America, and I have a history proving 
that I can do that.  The second thing is, if they believe, caucus-goers and the Americans 
believe we need real change in this country, change in America, change in Washington.  
Then they have--there's a second question:  Do they believe that someone who's spent most of 
their life in politics or has been in Washington, DC, for decades will bring about that 
changes?  If they do, they have other choices.  That's not me.  What I present them is 
somebody who has a proven record of fighting these battles my whole life, both in the Senate 
and before I ever got to the Senate, and winning these battles.  I mean, to--to me, that's what 
this choice is about.  And that's why, by the way, that, along with this positive message and 
my substantive ideas about bringing about that change, that's why we're seeing the surge that 
we're seeing in my campaign here in Iowa. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just ask you, if could interrupt, Amy. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Of course. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  That being the case, what do you think has happened to Howard Dean?  Do 
you believe he's sliding, as these polls seem to suggest that he is? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, it--it's--it feels that way, and I don't have any way of knowing.  All--
all the information I have is seeing the same polls you see but I do hear anecdotal 
information.  I mean, when I have events--you know yesterday I had events that were 
supposed to have 100, 150 people there.  I had one last night in Waterloo, there were 650 
people there instead of the 150 that we expected.  And there were a lot of people coming up 
to me after the event saying, `You know, I was leaning toward or supporting Governor Dean. 
I'm now going to be for you.'  So I--I don't know whether it's true or not. We'll find out 
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tomorrow night. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, you are preaching hope.  Do you think that the fact that he seems to have 
something of a more negative message.  There's no question he got out there early and got the 
I-hate-George-Bush crowd... 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yeah, he did. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...and the people who said `Let's get out of Iraq now.' 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  He was very clear and I think some would say he was very courageous in doing 
that. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  He did it when nobody else was doing it. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And the people who felt that way, he made a connection.  But does the fact 
that--do you think he's moved beyond that?  I guess that's what I'm saying to you. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Here--here's what I believe, Bob.  I think the American people, the people I 
grew up with in that small town in North Carolina are relentlessly positive and optimistic, 
and they want a president who embodies those values, and so I think now we're at the stage-
-we're not in the preliminary stages now.  It's time for Iowa caucus-goers to choose a 
president, and I think they are looking for a president who they believe reflects their own 
beliefs and values, and they are by nature positive, optimistic and hopeful. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Amy. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  And--and going back to that point, is it that voters are looking for somebody 
who's hopeful, but at the same time they want somebody who has the ability to go in and talk 
about what they've been able to do, especially on a foreign policy basis.  I'm go--keep going 
back to this, that Iraq will certainly be an issue in this campaign.  What do you say to voters 
to convince them that you can actually be talking about Iraq, talking about foreign policy 
issues and war, that you have not had that experience in the way that your competitors in 
this primary have? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, first of all, I have more experience in this area than a number of my 
competitors, and more experience than a lot of the recent presidents--Ronald Reagan, Bill 
Clinton, this president, George Bush--because I--I'm on the Intelligence Committee in the 
Senate, I've been in these parts of the world.  I invest--that--that are hot right now, 
Afghanistan, the Middle East, Europe, other places, met with leaders in those parts of the 
world, visited with our security operations.  I have investigated September 11th, helped write 
the laws in response to it, and I think actually more importantly, have laid out the clearest set 
of ideas about how we address the problems that we face; for example, the spread of nuclear 
weapons.  I mean, I'm the one candidate who's laid out an idea about how we stop the 
spread of nuclear weapons, how we set real standards and have a sanctions system in place 
to--to prevent the spread and punish those who, in fact, are violating those standards.  So I 
think all those things are important. 
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Having said all of that, at the end of the day, leadership, and this includes America's 
leadership around the world, has to do with character, integrity, backbone and the 
willingness to stand up for your convictions, and that's what people are looking for. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The president announced this week a--a program to, I think, spend overall 
something like $1 1/2 billion to promote marriage, to encourage people to get married, to 
help people to be counseled to understand how to stay married.  Do you think that's money 
well-spent? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Well, I think--first of all, I--I--va--family matters.  It matters to me.  It 
matters to most Americans, and that--by--when I say family, I'm talking about all forms of 
family.  I don't know that I think that's a particularly good use of taxpayer money.  I think 
that for us to be--for the president of the United States to be talking--see, I have a real 
difference with some of the other Democrats about this.  I've heard other Democratic 
candidates say, `George Bush wants to debate about values in 2004.'  And when he suggested 
he wants that debate, we should change the subject.  We should talk about health care or 
education.  I think it's dead wrong.  I think we ought to take him on head-on on values 
because I do not believe George Bush's values reflect the values that I grew up with in that 
small town in North Carolina--hard work, responsibility, opportunity for everybody.  I mean, 
those are the things that I learned growing up. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, some people on the left are saying the president is doing this because he 
wants to avoid talking about gay marriage.  Some people on the right are saying he's not 
going far enough, that what he ought to do is be out there for a constitutional amendment 
saying you can't have single-sex marriage.  How do you come down on the whole gay 
marriage thing? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Oh, I'm--I'm not for gay marriage.  I am for a whole set of rights that I 
think will move this country forward, you know, things like partnership benefits and re--re-
examining the don't ask, don't tell policy in the military.  I think there are a whole group of 
things that the president can--can lead this country forward on in this area, but I would just--
if I can just slightly shift to what you just asked about.  I think what the president should be 
concentrating his energy on are things like jobs, health care.  I mean, if he has a health-care 
plan, I've never heard it.  We have a health-care system in crisis in this country and the 
president of the United States has no plan to address it?  How can that be?  I mean, do you--
I--people are hungry for answers on these questions.  It's the reason we're going to win this 
election in November. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Final question, Amy. 
 
Ms. WALTER:  Well, would it be a mistake then for the Republican Party to focus on some of 
these values issues like same-sex marriage in this campaign? Do you think he'll support them? 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  It--it will be a mistake to focus on values issues--is--issues if I'm the 
candidate because this is--this is an area where I could beat George Bush like a drum. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Senator, we're going to leave it right there.  Thank you so much for 
being with us this morning... 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Glad to be with you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...and good luck as you continue down the trail. 
 
Sen. EDWARDS:  Thank you. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Back in a moment with another FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary 
Flashback. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Last week President Bush said it's time to go back to the moon, which reminded 
us that it was on a January Sunday in 1969 that the first humans to see the back side of the 
moon came on this broadcast to talk about it.  That is this week's 50th anniversary FACE THE 
NATION Flashback. 
 
(Excerpt from December 24, 1968) 
 
Unidentified Man #1:  OK.  We have a picture. 
 
Unidentified Man #2:  ...(Unintelligible). 
 
Unidentified Man #3:  Good afternoon.  This is the Apollo 8 crew. 
 
(End of excerpt) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Americans circled the moon for the first time on Christmas Eve, 1968, and sent 
back this greeting to the rest of us. 
 
Unidentified Man #4:  (From December 24, 1968) God bless all of you, all of you on the good 
Earth. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  It thrilled the nation.  And in January 1969 the astronauts came on FACE THE 
NATION to say it thrilled them, too. 
 
Captain JAMES LOVELL (Apollo 8):  (From FACE THE NATION, January 1969) The fact of 
being there for the first time, of going around to the back side, that no one had really seen 
before, personally, was a--a great thrill and--and sensation for me. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Then, as now, the big question:  Was it worth the cost? 
 
Commander FRANK BORMAN (Apollo 8):  (From FACE THE NATION, January 1969) You 
say we will have spent $24 billion.  It's all been spent on Earth.  We've developed a computer 
technology.  We've added to almost every field of science and engineering as a result of this 
program.  And I think this is where we must maintain the pace. 
 
Unidentified Man #5:  (From videotape) OK, Neil, we can see you coming down the ladder 
now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Seven months later, a member of another astronaut crew, Neil Armstrong, 
would become the first man to set foot on the lunar surface. 
 
Mr. NEIL ARMSTRONG:  (From videotape) One giant leap for mankind. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  A FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
Unidentified Man #6:  (From videotape)  Beautiful, just beautiful. 
 
SCIHEFFER:  And we'll be back with a final word in just a moment. 
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(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally today, the rap on the Iowa caucuses is that Iowa is not your typical 
state, that too few voters have too much influence on the presidential races.  Well, the critics 
are right.  Iowa is unique, but that's the sad part, because Iowa has managed to do what too 
many places have not. It has managed to keep people--people--involved in the political 
process.  In too many places, most places, we have managed to take politics out of the 
community and transfer it to the TV screen.  People have become the missing ingredient. 
 
Well, out here in Iowa, on Monday night, people will gather at school gyms, in their 
neighbors' homes, back rooms of public buildings, and they will compare the candidates 
many of them have seen on the stump.  They take it seriously out here, and so do the 
candidates.  Here's where they hone their message, where they find out what clicks with 
voters and what doesn't, and they find out from direct contact with the people, not from 
some consultant's survey. And it's the first place we get to see how they react to each other, 
under fire.  That's a good thing to know about would-be presidents. 
 
So the critics are right.  Iowa is not typical.  But if I had my way, it would be.  If I had my 
way, we would have something like the caucuses in every state.  I guess I'm old-fashioned, 
but I like politics when the people have a part.  In Iowa, they still do. 
 
We'll see you next week from New Hampshire when our guest will be John Kerry. Until then, 
so long. 


