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As tax day approaches, most Americans have already filed their 
income taxes.  Half of all Americans think they pay the right 
amount in taxes, but 43% feel they pay more than their fair share 
– an increase of six points from three years ago.

According to the latest CBS News poll conducted between March 29th

and April 1st, 61% of Americans had already filed their taxes for 
2009.  21% say they plan to get them done by the April 15th

deadline, 3% have applied for an extension, and 6% say they just 
aren’t thinking about it.

HAVE YOU FILED YOUR 2009 INCOME TAXES?
Already filed 61%
Will get them done 20
Applied for extension 3
Not thinking about it 6
Don’t file (vol.) 9

Americans with incomes of $50,000 a year or more are slightly 
more likely to have already filed their taxes than Americans who 
earn less.

50% of Americans think the amount they pay in taxes is fair, a 
slight decrease from the last few years, while the 43% who think 
they pay more than their fair share in taxes has risen slightly.  
Back in 1997 Americans viewed the amount of taxes they paid as 
even less fair. Then, 49% said they were paying more than their 
fair share of federal income taxes, while 47% said they paid the 
right amount.

DO YOU PAY YOUR FAIR SHARE OF INCOME TAXES?
Now 4/2007 4/2006 4/1997

About right amount 50% 55% 58% 47%
More than fair share 43 37 34 49
Less than fair share 1 1 1 2



Americans with higher incomes are less satisfied that the amount 
they pay in taxes is fair.  Two in three Americans with incomes 
over $100,000 a year feel they pay more than their fair share in 
taxes.

DO YOU PAY YOUR FAIR SHARE OF INCOME TAXES?
(by income)
Under 50K 50-100K Over 100K

About right 57% 52% 32%
More than fair 36 46 66
Less than fair 2 1 0

_________________________________________________________________
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 858 adults nationwide, 
interviewed by telephone March 29-April 1, 2010.  Phone numbers were 
dialed from random digit dial samples of both standard land-line and 
cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire 
sample could be plus or minus three percentage points.  The error for 
subgroups is higher.  This poll release conforms to the Standards of 
Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls.
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q36 Do you feel you pay more than your fair share in federal income taxes, less than your 
fair share, or is the amount you pay about right?  

                                       TOTAL RESPONDENTS Apr07a
                             % %

More than fair share          43 37
Less than fair share          1 1
About right                   50 55
Don't file taxes (Vol.)       4 5
Don't know/No answer          2 2

q37 Income taxes for 2009 are due on April 15th, 2010. Have you already filed your income 
taxes, will you get your taxes done in the next couple of weeks, did you apply for an 
extension, or are you just not thinking about it?  

Already filed                 61
Will get them done            20
Applied for extension         3
Just not thinking about it    6
Don't file/Don't earn enough  9
Don't know/No answer          1

Total Respondents 858


