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Many Americans can look back to a life on the stage – at least in high school.  37% say they 
performed in a high school play at least once, though most – 63% - have not.  

Performing in a high school play seems to have been more of a rite of passage for older Americans.  
Nearly half of Americans 65 and over performed in a high school play, while this is true of just over a 
third of those under the age of 65.  Women (40%) are slightly more likely than men (34%) to have 
performed in a high school play.  

Did You Ever Perform in a High School Play?
Total 18-64 65+ Men Women

Yes 37% 35% 47% 34% 40%
No 63 65 52 66 60

Though more than a third of Americans may have performed in a high school play, far fewer ever 
dreamed of becoming an actor.  Just 22% of Americans recall there ever being a time that they once 
dreamt of being an actor.  

Was there Ever a Time You Dreamt of Being an Actor?
Total 18-64 65+ Men Women

Yes 22% 25%   7% 23% 21%
No 78 75 92 77 79

Many more have gotten an autograph from a famous actor or performer, however.  41% say they 
have gotten such an autograph, while 59% have not.  Those who have once dreamed of becoming an 
actor themselves are far more likely to have gotten the autograph of a famous actor.

Have You Gotten an Autograph from a Famous Actor/Performer?
All Dreamed of Becoming an Actor?
Americans Yes No

Yes 41% 58% 36%
No 59 42 64

_______________________________________________________________________________________
This poll was conducted by telephone May 14-18, 2014 among 1,011 adults nationwide. Data collection was 
conducted on behalf of CBS News by SSRS of Media, PA.  Phone numbers were dialed from samples of both 
standard land-line and cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be 
plus or minus three percentage points. The error for subgroups may be higher.  Interviews were conducted in 
English and Spanish.  This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on 
Public Polls.
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SU-08. Thinking back, did you ever perform in a high school play, or not?

*TOTAL RESPONDENTS*
Total Men Women
  %   %   %

Yes 37 34 40
No 63 66 60
Don’t know/No answer   *   *   *

SU-09. Was there ever a time when you dreamt of becoming an actor, or not?

Yes 22 23 21
No 78 77 79
Don’t know/No answer   * -- *

SU-10. Have you ever gotten an autograph from a famous actor or performer?

Yes 41 37 44
No 59 63 56
Don’t know/No answer -- -- --

Total respondents: 1,011
Margin of error: 3pts


