
SIMPLE STEPS TO GET YOURSELF ORGANIZED 
 
And if you're like most people you've got clutter ever where. Most of us simply have too much 
stuff. 
 
On The Early Show, Donna Smallin, author of  "One-Minute Organizer: A to Z Storage Solutions: 
500 Tips for Storing Every Item in Your Home," offered advice to help you get uncluttered. 
 
Asked if most people have too much stuff, or they don't know how to store it, Smallin says -- both: 
"It's a lot easier to get organized of you unclutter first. Once you unclutter, you need to look for 
storage space." 
 
Donna's 7 Storage Principles 
 
1. Unclutter first. If you don't love it or use it, lose it. 
2. Choose the right storage space. Allow room for expansion if needed. Also consider 
temperature and humidity as well as safety. 
3. Store like with like. It's a lot easier to see what you have - or don't have-when your store like 
items together. 
4. Consider accessibility. Store frequently used items where they are easy to retrieve and return. 
5. Look around. Make use of hidden storage space behind a sofa or door, under a bed, on top of 
kitchen or garage cabinets.  
6. Maximize existing storage space. Double, even triple cabinet storage space by raising or 
lowering shelves. 
7. Make it easy to maintain. Label everything. Put things where they belong. And periodically re-
assess the need to keep stored items.    
 
Common household items that are excellent for storage include: 
 
Wine rack for the counter .....(use- to store, towels, magazines or shoes. Donna will demo) 
Shower curtain rings-  ( can be used as an accessory ladder to store belts and scarves on 
hanger in closet) 
Dresser drawer,  with 2 or 3 shoe boxes, (used to organize  a few socks and under wear to put 
in the drawer 
Ice cube trays-  used to store jewelry 
Ziploc bags- used  to store like items (e.g. Batteries, cookie cutter) 
(Temporary storage) empty check book box, empty cut out kleenex box and egg carton 
container - (store office supplies) 
The finder binder (to store menus, etc.) 
A telephone book (to store passwords) 
 
Visit Donna's Web site at www.unclutter.com. 
 
To read an excerpt of "One-Minute Organizer: A to Z Storage Solutions: 500 Tips for Storing 
Every Item in Your Home," by Donna Smallin, go to this Web page: 
 
www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1580175848/ref=sib_dp_pt#reader-link 


