
Looking for some clever ways to display all the photos you have shoved in that box under your 
bed? 
  
Lifestyle expert Bruce Littlefield, author of "Garage Sale America," used The Early Show's 
favorite family photos from 2008 to demo all the fun, innovative ways you can display your photos 
in the New Year, for every budget and level of computer savvy. 
 
Bruce walked viewers through these photo display categories/ideas: create your own, space 
saver, conversation pieces, wallet-friendly displays, photo craft, photo gift, photo splurge, and 
photo fashion. 
 
Nothing makes a friend or relative know you love them more than coming into your house and 
seeing that you've displayed a photo of them.  But how? 
  
CREATE YOUR OWN 
Great finds at TJ Maxx and Home Goods 
Cost: $5 - $15 each 
The first (and most obvious) way is to showcase photos in frames and photo albums.  Both can 
be bought inexpensively at discount retailers like TJ Maxx and Home Goods. You can give a 
framed picture or album some low cost razzle dazzle with wrapping paper, Christmas cards, or 
decorative trinkets. Hint: Look in the bargain rack for dirt cheap frames that have a piece of ugly 
art in it.  Take out the art and put in your own picture for an art store matting at a bargain 
basement price.   
 
SPACE SAVER 
Can find at Best Buy 
Cost: $40 - $100   
Most of us have digital cameras these days and digital frames enable you to showcase a lot of 
photos. The newest digital frames actually allow you to take the photo memory card right out of 
your camera and plug it into the back of the frame. It's the modern day Polaroid. Depending on 
where you're going to use it, you can pick battery operated or plug in.     
  
But you can also think outside the frame. 
  
CONVERSATION PIECES 
Can find at thrift stores, garage sales 
Cost:  25¢ - $10 each 
I love turning a garage sale find into a unique photo display.  A flower frog, for example, with its 
tiny spikes is a great way to show off several photos on a desk, and things like menu clips, 
vintage postcard towers, and clear paperweights also work well.  These things might not have 
been traditionally made for photos, but are chic, cheap, and gorgeous.   
  
WALLET-FRIENDLY DISPLAYS 
Can find in your kitchen 
Cost: $1 
Photos also work well out of frames if displayed in groups.  I've been taking Polaroids for years 
and have a collection of them on my refrigerator. It's as simple as fastening a photo to a magnetic 
clip and hanging a group on your refrigerator.  Or if you have a stainless steel refrigerator (which 
won't hold magnets), you might hang photos like clothes on a line using twine and clothespins.  
This is perfect for a kid's room, and allows them to change their photos around without messing 
up the wall.  All you need is a length of twine or pretty colored ribbon and some clothespins. 
  
PHOTO CRAFT 
Can find at Michael's 
Cost: A few pennies to $5 



One photo can represent a whole weekend of fun or a period of time.  You can buy store bought 
sheets in themes of everything from baby showers to proms, but you can also make your own for 
pennies. Take a special piece of art your child made and pair it with a great photo to make the 
perfect sentimental showcase.  Or take a record album and a concert photo and create a one-of-
a-kind memory. 
  
PHOTO GIFT 
Can find in any craft store 
Cost: $3 or cost of a stamp 
One of my favorite things to do after having a great time with friends is send them a photo 
souvenir of the moment.  You can pick up a postcard kit like this at craft stores or simply write on 
the back of a photo and put the address just like you do on a postcard and stick it in the mail.  
Guaranteed that the recipient relives the joy of the moment. 
 
PHOTO GIFT 
Available at Shutterfly.com, Kodak.com, and Apple.com 
Cost: $12 and up 
If you want to be really thoughtful and give a gift that keeps on giving, make a photo book or a 
calendar.  Websites like Shutteryfly.com, Kodak.com, and Apple.com allow you to make your own 
photo books. It's a special gift when someone gets a bound book of memories. 
  
PHOTO SPLURGE 
Available at Photowow.com 
Cost: $25 - $800 
You can also turn your cherished memories into marvelous masterpieces.  Take your favorite 
photos and create purses, puzzles, or big pieces of art at Photowow.com.  You upload your photo 
and then select what you want to create, from small-size to wall-size. 
  
PHOTO SPLURGE 
Available at lampsplus.com 
Cost: $99 
Perhaps the brightest of all ideas: turn your photos into a lampshade.  At lampsplus.com you can 
upload your favorite images and create a one of a kind lamp 
  
PHOTO FASHION 
Available where crafts are sold 
Cost: $2 a patch 
Oh, and one last thing:  you can even make your photos wearable.  It's simple to turn your photo 
into iron on patches for a t-shirt, a hat, or a bag, using an iron, a color printer, and a craft store 
iron on kit. 
  
Photos are made to be seen.  So for 2009, don't leave them stuffed in a box.  Enjoy them by 
making a resolution to show them off in the new year! 
 


