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Americans have yet to form an opinion of Supreme Court nominee Samuel 
Alito, and most don’t know whether he should be confirmed.  But many 
expect his Senate confirmation hearings to be highly partisan. 
 
The public would like to see the Senate explore Alito’s views on 
issues that might confront the Court, even though they feel personal 
views should have no place in any rulings the Supreme Court makes, and 
when it comes to opinions about the Supreme Court, Americans express 
more confidence than they have in five years. 
 
VIEWS OF ALITO 
 
As his Senate confirmation hearings begin, most Americans still have 
no opinion of the nominee.  But views of the nominee have improved 
slightly since he was nominated last October.  By over two to one, 
Americans have a positive rather than negative opinion of Alito. 
 

OPINION OF SAMUEL ALITO 
      Now 12/2005   10/2005 

 Favorable     16%  14%  11%   
 Unfavorable     7  10    7   
 Undecided/haven’t heard enough 77  75  81   
 
Not surprisingly, members of the President’s base have the most 
positive views. 33% of Republicans hold a favorable view of Alito, as 
do 27% of conservatives and 25% of white evangelicals.  Views of Alito 
are primarily negative among Democrats and liberals, while 
Independents and moderates are more positive. 
 
When asked whether the Senate ought to confirm Alito right now, most 
Americans can’t offer an opinion.  However, 17% think he should be 
confirmed, while 9% think he should not be. 
 

SHOULD ALITO BE CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE? 
 Yes    17%    
 No     9         
 Can’t say  70        

 



THE HEARINGS 
 
The public expects the Senate hearings to be rancorous.  47% of 
Americans think the two parties will not be able to work together to 
conduct the hearings in a fair and non-partisan manner, while 40% 
expect they will.  Prior to Roberts’ hearings, expectations were 
slightly less negative. 
 
  WILL REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS WORK TOGETHER  

TO CONDUCT HEARINGS? 
       Now  8/2005 
   Yes    40%   44% 
   No    47   49 
 
More Democrats than Republicans expect partisanship to enter into the 
proceedings. 
 
Americans think it is important for the Senate to ascertain Alito’s 
positions on issues such as abortion and affirmative action.  Three 
quarters think this is important, including just under half who think 
it is very important.  In September, similar percentages felt it was 
important to determine John Roberts’ positions on these issues. 
 
  IMPORTANT SENATE KNOWS NOMINEE’S VIEWS ON ISSUES 
       Alito  Roberts 
   Very     46%  46%     
   Somewhat    31  31 
   Not very/not at all 21  22 
 
Democrats are far more interested than Republicans in the Senate 
exploring Alito’s personal views. 
 
The public wants the Senate to consider a nominee’s personal views on 
issues the Court might decide in addition to his or her legal 
experience.  61% want those taken into consideration, while 32% think 
the Senate ought to focus only on the nominee’s experience. 
 

WHEN EVALUATING A COURT NOMINEE, SENATE SHOULD CONSIDER: 
   Legal qualifications only  32%    

  Nominee’s personal views  61  
 

Americans also want the Senate to consider how a Supreme Court nominee 
might vote on major issues in addition to his or her legal 
qualifications, though by a smaller margin.  The public was more 
divided on this question back in July, but since then has remained 
consistently in favor of exploring how a nominee might vote on issues. 
 

WHEN EVALUATING A COURT NOMINEE, SENATE SHOULD CONSIDER: 
            Now 10/2005 7/2005   

Legal qualifications only  41%  35%  45%   
How might vote on issues also 49  54  47 

 



Democrats are more likely than Republicans to want the Senate to 
consider how a nominee might vote. 
 
Although Americans want a nominee’s personal views explored, most 
believe that Supreme Court justices should keep their personal 
opinions on issues out of their judicial rulings.  69% think personal 
views should not be a factor in justices’ decisions, while 25% think 
justices should factor in their own views. 
 
 SHOULD JUSTICE’S PERSONAL VIEWS ENTER INTO DECISIONS? 
    Yes  25% 
    No  69 
 
Americans’ positions on abortion and affirmative action, two issues 
that may be raised during Alito’s confirmation hearings, have remained 
fairly consistent over the years.  In this poll, a quarter thinks 
abortion should be permitted in all cases, 15% call for greater 
restrictions than exist now, 33% think it should be allowed only in 
cases of rape or incest, 17% think only to save a woman’s life, and 5% 
believe it should not be permitted at all.  12% think affirmative 
action should be ended now, 33% would like to see it phased out, and 
36% believe it ought to be continued for the foreseeable future. 
 
VIEWS OF THE SUPREME COURT 
 
Opinions of the Supreme Court have improved greatly since last summer; 
49% now have a great deal or quite a lot of confidence in the Supreme 
Court, up from 36% last July and the highest rating the Supreme Court 
has received in five years.  The highest rating previously accorded to 
the Court was just after the 2000 presidential election (but before 
the decision in Bush v. Gore), when 57% had a great deal or quite a 
lot of confidence in them. 
 
    CONFIDENCE IN SUPREME COURT 
     Now  7/2005 11/2000 
  Great deal  22%   14%   29% 
  Quite a lot 27   22   28 
  Some   37   40   29 
  Very little 13   20   10 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
This poll was conducted among a nationwide random sample of 1,151 adults, 
interviewed by telephone January 5-8, 2006.  The error due to sampling for 
results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus three percentage 
points.   
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q14 What is your personal feeling about abortion? 1. It should be permitted in all cases; 
2. It should be permitted, but subject to greater restrictions than it is now; 3. It 
should be permitted only in cases such as rape, incest and to save the woman's life; 4. 
It should only be permitted to save the woman's life.  
 

** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind     Jul05b 
                               %       %      %       %     % 
Permitted in all cases        27      11     36      30   28 
Greater restrictions          15      16     15      14   15 
Rape/incest/save woman’s life 33      40     29      30   33 
Only to save woman's life     17      20     14      17   15 
Not permitted at all (vol.)    5       9      4       4    5 
Don't know/No answer           3       4      2       5    4 
 
q15 What do you think should happen to affirmative action programs?  Should they be ended 
now, should they be phased out over the next few years, or should affirmative action 
programs be continued for the foreseeable future?  
 

Feb00a 
Ended now                     12      18     10      10   10 
Phased out                    33      41     29      31   38 
Continued                     36      22     43      39   45 
Don't know/No answer          19      19     18      20    7 
 
q22 How much confidence do you yourself have in the United States Supreme Court -- a 
great deal, quite a lot, some, or very little?  
 
            Jul05a  
A great deal                  22      27     18      21   14 
Quite a lot                   27      33     26      22   22 
Some                          37      31     39      38   40 
Very little                   13       7     13      16   20 
None (Vol.)                    1       0      1       1    4 
Don't know/No answer           0       2      3       2    0 
 
q23 When the Senate votes on a Supreme Court nominee, should it consider only that 
person's legal qualifications and background, or along with legal background, should the 
Senate also consider how that    nominee might vote on major issues the Supreme Court 
decides?  
 

   ** HALF SAMPLE A **    Oct05d 
Legal                         41      52     28      46   35 
Issues too                    49      42     62      43   54 
DK/NA                         10       6     10      11   11 
    



 

q24 When the Senate votes on a Supreme Court nominee, should it consider only that 
person's legal qualifications and background, or along with legal background, should the 
Senate also consider that nominee's personal views on major issues the Supreme Court 
decides?  
 

  ** HALF SAMPLE B ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind      
                               %       %      %       %      
Legal                         32      45     19      33 
Personal views too            61      49     75      58 
Don't know/No answer           7       6      6       9 
 
q25 Do you think a Supreme Court judge's personal views should or should not be a factor 
in his or her decisions on cases before the court?  
  

** TOTAL RESPONDENTS **    Jul05b 
             % 
Should                        25      24     26      25   19 
Should not                    69      71     68      69   77 
Don't know/No answer           6       5      6       6    4 
 
q26 Is your opinion of Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito favorable, not favorable, 
undecided, or haven't you heard enough about Samuel Alito yet to have an opinion?  
 
            Dec05a   
Favorable                     16      33      8      10   14 
Not favorable                  7       1     14       6   10 
Undecided                     18      11     24      16   18 
Haven't heard enough          59      55     53      66   57 
Refused                        0       0      1       2    1 
 
q27 Before Senators vote on whether Samuel Alito should be confirmed as a Justice of the 
Supreme Court, how important do you think it is for the Senate to know his position on 
issues such as abortion and affirmative action -- is that very important, somewhat 
important, not very important, or not at all important?  
 
Very important                46      32     62      41 
Somewhat important            31      34     26      33 
Not very important             9      13      5      10 
Not at all important          12      19      6      12 
Don't know/No answer           2       2      1       4 
 
q28 What do you think right now? Should the Senate vote to confirm Samuel Alito as a 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, or vote against Alito, or can't you say?  
 
            Oct05d  
Vote to confirm               17      36      6      14   15 
Vote against                   9       3     15       8    7 
Can't say                     70      60     76      73   75 
Don't know/No answer           4       1      3       5    3 
 



 

q29 Do you think the Republican and Democratic members of the Senate will be able to work 
together to conduct confirmation hearings for Samuel Alito in a fair and non-partisan 
manner, or not?  
 

** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind      
                               %       %      %       %    
Yes, will work together       40      47     41      35 
No, will not work together    47      43     49      49 
Don't know/No answer          13      10     10      16 
 
 
 
     UNWEIGHTED  WEIGHTED
Total Respondents   1151 
 
Total Republicans   342   316  
Total Democrats   372   382 
Total Independents  437   453 
 
Half Sample A   567   561 
Half Sample B   584   590 
 
 


