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WHERE AMERICA STANDS:  EDUCATION IN AMERICA 

January 6-10, 2010 

 

Parents of children attending school (kindergarten through high 

school) are generally satisfied with their children’s education; they 

give it good grades and assess it as better than the education they 

received.  Seven in 10 think their children’s schools are preparing 

them for college -- which most expect their children will attend.  But 

they are more divided as to whether their schools are adequately 

preparing students who opt out of college to enter the job market. 

 

Most Americans – and parents – approve of mandatory student testing to 

evaluate how well schools are doing, but they are divided about 

offering children cash incentives to do well in school.  Two in three 

think public school teachers should be paid more. 

 

EVALUATING EDUCATION TODAY 

 

Parents generally give their children’s education good grades.  Nearly 

three in four parents of children in school grade their child’s 

education at least a B, while more than a third gives it an A.  About 

a quarter give it an average grade of C, while only 3% give it a D or 

F. 

 

HOW WOULD YOU GRADE YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION? 

(Among parents of children in grades K through 12) 

A   36% 

B   37 

C   24 

D    2 

F    1 

 

58% of parents say their child’s education is better than theirs was; 

16% say it is about the same and 22% say their child’s education is 

worse. 

 

HOW DOES YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATION COMPARE WITH YOURS? 

(Among parents of children in grades K through 12) 

Better  58% 

The same  16 

Worse   22 

 

Nearly nine in ten parents with children in school say their children 

will probably attend college (86%), and seven in ten think their 



children’s schools are preparing them adequately.  Parents are less 

sure that their schools properly prepare children for the job market 

if they choose not to go to college – 44% think they do, while 35% 

think they do not. 

 

IS YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL PREPARING THEM FOR…? 

(Among parents of children in grades K through 12) 

      Yes  No 

College   70%  13 

The job market  44%  35 

 

THE CURRICULUM 

 

The poll suggests that parents want their children’s school curriculum 

to include not just the three R’s of reading, writing and arithmetic, 

but physical fitness and sports programs as well as arts and music.  

Eight in 10 parents of children in grades K through 12 think it is 

very important that their child’s school includes physical fitness and 

sports programs, and seven in 10 think the same for arts and music 

programs.   

 

HOW IMPORTANT IS IT THAT YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL INCLUDE…? 

(Among parents of children in grades K through 12) 

     Very  Somewhat Not very/at all 

Physical fitness/sports 79%  17   4 

Arts and music   71%  24   4 

 

But parents – and Americans overall – are not so sure that learning a 

foreign language should be necessary in order to graduate from high 

school.  Half say it should be required, but almost half say it should 

not. 

 

SHOULD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS BE REQUIRED  

TO LEARN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE? 

     All   Parents of  

     Americans  school-age kids 

Yes   51%   48% 

No   47   51 

 

When it comes to the amount of work students have, few parents think 

their children get too little homework -- but few think there is too 

much homework either.  A majority of 66% of parents with children in 

school think the amount of homework their children do is about right. 

 

IS THE AMOUNT OF HOMEWORK YOUR CHILD DOES…? 

(Among parents of children in grades K through 12) 

About right 66% 

Too much  14 

Too little  16 

 



IMPROVING EDUCATION:  TESTS, INCENTIVES AND TEACHER PAY 

 

Seven in ten Americans approve of annual mandatory testing in public 

schools to evaluate a school’s performance.  This number has dropped 

from early 2001, when the Bush administration was promoting the “No 

Child Left Behind” program and national standardized testing.  Parents 

of children in grades K through 12 hold similar views, with 76% in 

favor and 21% opposed. 

 

DO YOU FAVOR OR OPPOSE MANDATORY TESTING? 

    Now  1/2004 1/2001 

Favor   71%  71%  82% 

Oppose  24  25  16 

 

There are some differences by education level.  While eight in 10 

Americans with a high school diploma favor mandatory testing, support 

drops to 64% among Americans with a college degree, and those with 

post-graduate educations are divided. 

 

DO YOU FAVOR OR OPPOSE MANDATORY TESTING? 

  Total  High School Some  College Post 

    or less  College Grads  Grads 

Favor  71%  80%   69%  64%  49% 

Oppose 24  14   26  32  46 

 

Some schools have participated in an experimental program in which 

students receive cash payments for good attendance, grades and 

behavior.  Just 37% of Americans overall, and 44% of parents, think 

these program are a good idea because they give children incentives to 

do well in school.  More think it’s a bad idea because children should 

not be paid to value education. 

 

ARE MONETARY INCENTIVES FOR STUDENTS…? 

     All   Parents of kids 

     Americans  grades K through 12 

A good thing 37%   44% 

A bad thing 56   49 

 

Older Americans are less enthusiastic about the idea.  50% of 

Americans under 30 think such programs are a good idea, while just 26% 

of those over 65 agree. 

 

But most Americans -- and parents of school-age children -- agree that 

better pay for teachers are necessary.  Two in three Americans think 

public school teachers in this country are paid too little, while a 

quarter say they are paid about right and just 4% think they are paid 

too much.  Parents of children grades K through 12 agree. 

 



ARE PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS PAID…? 

     All   Parents of kids 

     Americans  grades K through 12 

Too little  66%   69% 

About right 24   20 

Too much   4    4 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 1,216 adults nationwide, 

interviewed by telephone January 6-10, 2010.  Phone numbers were dialed from 

random digit dial samples of both standard land-line and cell phones.  The 

error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be plus or 

minus three percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.   

 

This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National 

Council on Public Polls. 
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q19 Do you favor or oppose mandatory testing of students in public schools each year as a 

way to determine how well the school is doing educating students?  

 

   ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS **     Jan04a 

                               %                            % 

Favor                         71                          71 

Oppose                        24                          25 

Don't know/No answer           5                           4 

 

q20 Some public schools are participating in a program in which children receive money if 

they meet certain criteria, such as getting good grades, test scores, and good behavior.  

Some people say these programs are good, because they give children incentives to do well 

in school. Other people say these programs are bad because children should not be paid to 

value education.  What do you think of these programs -- are they generally a good thing 

or a bad thing? 

 

Good thing                    37       

Bad thing                     56       

DK/NA                          7       

 

q21 Do you think students should be required to learn a foreign language in order to 

graduate from high school, or not? 

 

Yes                           51       

No                            47       

DK/NA                          2       

 

q22 As far as you know, do you think, on average, public school teachers in this country 

are paid too much, too little, or about the right amount? 

 

Too much                       4       

Too little                    66       

Right amount                  24       

DK/NA                          6       

 

q27 Using a grade of A, B, C, D and F, where A is excellent and F is very poor and using 

any of the grades in between, how would you grade the quality of the education your child 

or children are receiving? 

 

** PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN GRADES K-12 ** 

                               %                            

A                             36       

B                             37       

C                             24       

D                              2       

F                              1       

DK/NA                          0       

 



q28 In general, do you think the education your child or children are getting today is 

better, is about the same, or worse than the education you received? 

 

** PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN GRADES K-12 ** 

      % 

Better                        58       

About the same                16       

Worse                         22       

DK/NA                          4       

 

q29 In general, how would you rate the amount of homework your child or children have to 

do -- is it too much, too little or about the right amount? 

 

Too much                      14       

Too little                    16       

Right amount                  66       

Mix/depends (vol.)             4       

DK/NA                          0       

 

q30 How important is it to you that your child or children's school curriculum includes 

arts and music programs -- very important, somewhat important, not very important or not 

at all important? 

 

Very important                71       

Somewhat important            24       

Not very important             3       

Not at all important           1 

DK/NA                          1       

      

q31 How important is it to you that your child or children's school curriculum includes 

physical fitness and sports programs -- very important, somewhat important, not very 

important or not at all important? 

 

Very important                79       

Somewhat important            17       

Not very important             4       

Not at all important           0       

DK/NA                          0       

 

q32 Do you think your child or children probably will or probably will not attend 

college? 

 

Probably will                 86       

Probably will not              7       

Some will, some won't (vol.)   4       

DK/NA                          3       

 

q33 Do you feel that your child or children's school is properly preparing students for 

college, or not? 

 

Yes                           70       

No                            13       

DK/NA                         17       

 



q34 Do you feel that your child or children's school is properly preparing students who 

choose not to go to college for the job market, or not? 

 

** PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN GRADES K-12 ** 

      %                     

Yes                           44       

No                            35       

DK/NA                         21       

  

 

 

      UNWEIGHTED  WEIGHTED MARGIN OF ERROR 

Total Respondents    1216     3 pts. 

 

Parents of children in school   240   326  6 pts. 

 


