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HANDLING THE OIL SPILL IN THE GULF 
June 1-3, 2010 

 
The public continues to be critical of the Obama administration and especially the oil company 
BP for how each has handled the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the worst in the nation’s history.  
Just 38% approve of how the Obama administration is handling the spill, while more – 44% -- 
disapprove.  18% don’t have an opinion yet. Assessments of the administration’s handling of 
this issue are similar to last week.   
 
Approval for how BP is handling the spill has also changed little, and opinion remains widely 
negative.  Just one in five Americans approves of BP’s handling of the problem, while 68% 
disapprove. 
 

Handling of Gulf Oil Spill 
   Obama Administration 
      Now Last week   
   Approve  38% 35%    

  Disapprove  44 45    
 
  BP 

      Now Last week 
  Approve  21% 18% 
  Disapprove  68 70 

 
The poll also suggests some frustration with what’s been done so far.  Most Americans think 
both the Obama administration (63%) and BP (70%) could be doing more to try and clean up 
the oil spill. Just a quarter says each is doing all it can.  
 

Should … Be Doing More to Clean Up Oil Spill? 
 
 Obama Administration 
 Yes, should be doing more  63%     
 No, doing all it can    28     
  
 BP 
 Yes, should be doing more  70% 
 No, doing all it can    24 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 960 adults nationwide, interviewed by telephone 
June 1-3, 2010.  Phone numbers were dialed from random digit dial samples of both standard land-line 
and cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus 
three percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.   
This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls. 


