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The President 
 
The latest CBS News Poll suggests that Barack Obama’s presidency has not lived up to the 
expectations of many Americans.  In assessing his presidency so far, just a third of Americans think he 
has been a very good or a good president. 39% say he’s been average, while 27% think he has been a 
poor president.  
 
But those ratings fall far short of the public’s expectations when he took office.  In January 2009, 
two in three Americans expected Barack Obama to be a good or very good president. Just 4% 
thought he would be a poor president.  
 

Type of President Obama Is/Will Be: 
     Now 1/2009  
  Very good  11% 28%   

Good   22 40   
  Average  39 20   

Poor   27  4   
 
President Obama’s job approval rating has changed little in the past few months.  The public is divided 
on the job he is doing: 44% approve, while 45% disapprove -- virtually unchanged from last month.  
 

President Obama’s Job Rating 
  Now 9/2010  8/2010  7/2010  6/2010  4/2010    
Approve 44% 45%  48%  44%  47%  51% 
Disapprove 45 47  44  44  43  39    
 
But the President’s rating on the economy – for many months, the nation’s number one problem – has 
fallen even further in this poll.   Now, 38% approve of the job he is doing handling the issue – his lowest 
rating since assuming office.  50% disapprove. 
 

President Obama’s Handling of the Economy… 
  Now 9/2010  8/2010  7/2010  6/2010   
Approve 38% 41%  44%  40%  45%    
Disapprove 50 51  48  54  48 
 
With these negative evaluations, President Obama’s involvement on behalf of candidates running for 
office in November could prove to be a detriment.  While most voters say the President’s support for a 
candidate would not affect their vote, among those to whom it would make a difference his involvement 
would be more negative than positive. If President Obama supported a candidate in their area, just 15% 
of likely voters say that would make them more likely to vote for the candidate, and twice as many – 
31% - say it would make them more likely to vote against that candidate.   
 
 



Impact of Pres. Obama’s Support for a Candidate on Your Vote 
(Among likely voters) 

More likely   15% 
Less likely   31 
Wouldn’t affect vote  52  

 
Views of Sarah Palin 
 
Overall views of Sarah Palin remain negative, and less than one in four Americans have a 
favorable opinion of the former Alaska governor.   Nearly half – 48% - view her unfavorably.  
Republicans are far more likely than Democrats or independents to view her favorably.   
 

Opinion of Sarah Palin 
     All  Reps Dems Ind 
 Favorable   22%  44%   6% 21%  
 Not favorable   48  22 73 44 
 Undecided/Don’t know 29  34 20 34 
 
Although she has not ruled out a bid for the White House in 2012, few Americans think Sarah 
Palin has the ability to be an effective president – just 22% think so, while 64% do not.  This 
view is shared by a majority of Democrats and independents.  While Republicans are more 
divided, more of them think she does not have the ability to be an effective president than think 
she does. 
 

Can Sarah Palin Be an Effective President? 
     All  Reps Dems Ind 
   Yes  22%  39%   8% 22% 
   No  64  45 81 64 
 
Many Tea Party supporters disagree with this assessment of Sarah Palin’s abilities.  47% of 
Americans who describe themselves as Tea Party supporters think Sarah Palin has the ability to 
be an effective president, compared to 39% who do not. 

 
Can Sarah Palin Be an Effective President? 

     Tea Party  All  
   Yes  47%  22%  
   No  39  64 
 

Views of the Tea Party 
 
While most Americans have yet to form an opinion of the Tea Party, among those who have 
views are mixed.  22% of Americans have a favorable opinion of the Tea Party, while nearly as 
many – 21% - view the movement unfavorably.  56% are undecided or haven’t heard enough 
about the movement yet.  

Opinion of the Tea Party 
     Now  9/2010  4/2010 
 Favorable   22%  20%  21% 
 Not favorable   21  25  18 
 Undecided/Don’t know 56  54  60 

 
 



Among voters overall, a candidate’s connection to the Tea Party may be more of a hindrance 
than a help.  Just 16% of Americans who know about the Tea Party movement say a 
candidate’s affiliation with the Tea Party would make them more likely to vote for that candidate, 
and even more, 29%, say that would make them less likely to support the candidate.  For nearly 
half, though, affiliation with the Tea Party would make no difference.   
 
Tea Party affiliation is much more appealing to Republican voters.   
 

Vote Impact of Tea Party Affiliation 
(Among registered voters with an opinion of the Tea Party) 

       All  Reps Dems Ind 
 More likely to vote for candidate  16%  32%   4% 14% 
 Less likely to vote for candidate  29    6 55 23 
 No difference     47  57 35 51 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 1,129 adults nationwide, interviewed by telephone 
October 1-5, 2010.  Phone numbers were dialed from RDD samples of both standard land-lines and cell 
phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus three 
percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.  This poll release conforms to the Standards of 
Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls. 


