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It’s been 15 years since the bombing of a federal building in Oklahoma 

City, an act of terrorism committed by Timothy McVeigh.  While more 

Americans see the threat of international terrorism as more serious, 

nearly four in 10 think domestic terrorism is a bigger issue.  

 

When asked which is more serious – international or domestic terrorism 

- 46% of Americans say international terrorism committed by citizens 

from other countries, while fewer – 38% - think domestic terrorism 

perpetrated by American citizens is the larger threat. 

 

Views on this question have changed a bit from eight years ago, just 

eight months after the September 11th attacks. The percentage choosing 

international terrorism has fallen by 10 points and the number picking 

domestic terrorism is now up eight points. 

 

WHICH IS A MORE SERIOUS THREAT? 

      Now  5/2002 

International terrorism 46%  56%  

Domestic terrorism  38  30 

Both (vol.)   11  10 

 

There are some demographic differences on this issue. More than half 

of men think international terrorism is the more serious threat, while 

women are more divided, with slightly more saying the threat of 

domestic terrorism (44%) is more serious than international terrorism 

(40%). 

 

Older Americans are more likely to think terrorism committed by 

citizens from other countries is more of a concern, while younger 

people say terror acts carried out by Americans citizens are more 

threatening. 

 

Region matters too. International terrorism is of most concern to 

those living in the Midwest, while domestic terrorism is more serious 

for those living in the Northeast.  

 

There’s little difference when it comes to political party. Over four 

in 10 Republicans, Democrats, and independents say the threat of 

international terrorism is more serious. 

 



WHICH IS A MORE SERIOUS THREAT? 

International Domestic 

terrorism  terrorism  Both (vol.) 

All   46%   38  11   

 

Men   52%   32  12 

Women   40%   44  10  

 

< Age 45  40%   45  10 

Age 45+  51%   32  12 

 

Northeast  40%   50   8 

Midwest  52%   24  16  

South   48%   35  11  

West   44%   45   8 

 

Reps   46%   38  10 

Dems    44%   40  12 

Inds   47%   37  11 

____________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 858 adults nationwide, 

interviewed by telephone March 29-April 1, 2010.  Phone numbers were dialed 

from random digit dial samples of both standard land-line and cell phones.  

The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be 

plus or minus three percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.  

This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National 

Council on Public Polls. 
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International vs. Domestic Terrorism 

March 29-April 1, 2010 

 

q32 Which do you think is the more serious threat to Americans ---   international 

terrorism committed by citizens from other countries, or domestic terrorism committed by  

American citizens?  

 

 ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 

                                       *** Party ID ***  

                              Total   Rep    Dem     Ind     May02a 

                               %       %      %       %     % 

International terrorism       46      46     44      47   56 

Domestic terrorism            38      38     40      37   30  

Both equally (Vol.)           11      10     12      11   10 

DK/NA                          5       6      4       5    4 

 

 
     UNWEIGHTED  WEIGHTED 

Total Respondents   858  

 

Total Republicans   240   240 

Total Democrats   271   294 

Total Independents  347   324 

 


