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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, Hurricane Frances batters Florida, and the political storm 
arrives in full force. 
 
Frances hit Florida's east coast last night and is slowly smothering the state with high wind 
and heavy rain.  We'll go first to Dan Rather in Florida for the latest on that, then to Max 
Mayfield at the National Hurricane Center to see what lies ahead. 
 
Then we'll turn to the political storm that grows meaner by the minute.  We'll hear first from 
Kerry campaign manager Mary Beth Cahill and then Bush campaign chairman Marc Racicot. 
 
I'll have a final word on the weekend's worst news. 
 
But, first, Hurricane Frances on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again. 
 
Well, the statistics are staggering:  four million people in Florida without power, 2.8 million 
people have been evacuated; 86,000 people spent the night in shelters down there.  It was the 
storm as big as Texas.  Joining us from West Palm Beach now, Dan Rather.  Dan was there all 
through this last night. 
 
Dan, what was it like last night when the eye of this thing came through? 
 
DAN RATHER reporting: 
 
Well, first of all, we didn't have an eye as we generally think of one.  This storm is so 
interesting, and it may--may--yet prove to be historic because it was so unusual.  The eye sort 
of began to dissolve as the storm came over the Bahamas wreaking great damage there.  As it 
came in to Florida, it was a long wall stretching from Ft. Lauderdale all the way up to 
Melbourne and Orlando with the full force of this storm. 
 
And one can say that a Category 2, with sustained winds of 105 miles an hour--some people 
might say, `Not much of a hurricane.'  Let me tell you it was.  It was enough to shake 15-story 
buildings, such as the one we were in. It, no doubt, has caused considerable damage, more 
from the water than the wind.  It remains a very dangerous situation, although it's been 
downgraded to a Category 1 and destined for tropical storm. 
 
Now the concern is:  Where does it go?  Some think it will go back out over the open water in 
the Gulf of Mexico, reform as a tropical storm and perhaps, perhaps, head back to the Florida 
Panhandle, which could cause more evacuations.  But I will say to you, Bob, that this storm, 
as it came in over this massive area of Florida, almost unbelievable the stretch of the close-to-
full force of the storm, brought the winds for a long time.  These winds at 105 sustained, 
certainly in the 85 to 100 range, blew for many, many hours.  I think they blew for about 
seven or eight hours this morning.  The full extent of the damage--it'll be a long time before 
we know it, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dan Rather.  I can't think of a better person to be on the scene. I can't think of 
anybody who's had more firsthand experience covering these hurricanes.  Dan, thank you 
very much for being with us this morning. 
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RATHER:  Thank you, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And we go now to Max Mayfield, who is the director of the National Hurricane 
Center in Miami. 
 
Max, let's start just where Dan left off.  Where does this thing go from here... 
 
Mr. MAX MAYFIELD (National Hurricane Center):  OK. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...and what's its status right now? 
 
Mr. MAYFIELD:  Well, fortunately, Dan was on the south side, or the weak side, of the eye.  
It made landfall about 1 AM this morning around Stuart, Jensen Beach.  Right now it's about 
50 miles or so southwest of the cape and is heading towards the west-northwest.  It will pass 
out between Tampa and Orlando this afternoon and evening.  Tomorrow it'll be getting into 
the northeastern Gulf of Mexico.  And we're going to issue a hurricane warning for a portion 
of the Florida Panhandle for the, you know, saturation when it does re-intensify over the Gulf 
of Mexico. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But what you're saying is it's not over yet for the people in central Florida, 
right? 
 
Mr. MAYFIELD:  Absolutely.  And they--really don't want to let our guard down. You can 
look on the imagery behind me here on the radar.  This is affecting the entire peninsula today, 
either tropical-storm-force or hurricane-force winds.  And then tomorrow it will be up in the 
Panhandle and then moving up into Georgia and Alabama after that.  We really want people 
to know that this is still a life-threatening situation.  We're still getting hurricane-force winds. 
 These bands on the east coast, the hurricane warning is still up; it's not over yet. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And you're also saying it looks like the next danger point here, the place where 
it's going to hit hardest now, as you can now see it, is up in the Panhandle? 
 
Mr. MAYFIELD:  Well, it's so large, Bob, that we're going to have an impact over a big section 
of the Florida peninsula.  This is not just an isolated area here.  Much of the peninsula today 
and then tomorrow it'll be headed up into the Panhandle--even the capital area, Tallahassee, 
west over into a portion of the Panhandle.  And then the rainfall will be spreading up into 
Georgia and eastern Alabama and then eventually into the Appalachians. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Max Mayfield at the National Hurricane Center.  Max, thank you 
very much for being with us this morning. 
 
Mr. MAYFIELD:  Thank you, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We really, really appreciate it. 
 
Well, we turn from one storm to another.  We turn to the political storm that's going on.  And 
joining us now, Mary Beth Cahill, who is the manager of John Kerry's campaign. 
 
Ms. Cahill, thank you very much for joining us this morning. 
 
Ms. MARY BETH CAHILL (Campaign Manager, Kerry-Edwards Campaign):  Thank you for 
the invitation. 
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SCHIEFFER:  I must start out by telling you about some reviews that in some ways are as 
devastating in a political sense as is some of this storm damage that we're hearing about and 
have just been hearing about; some really bad reviews of the Kerry campaign thus far and 
they seem to be coming from Democrats.  Chris Dodd, Connecticut's Democratic senator 
says, and I quote, "John Kerry had a confused message in August.  Republicans had a clear, 
concise one."  Senator Bob Graham, from the key state of Florida, says:  `The people are there, 
the candidate is there.  The reason to vote for him is a little out of focus.'  What do you say 
about that? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  We always knew that August was gonna be the toughest month for us, Bob.  
Obviously our campaign convention was five weeks before the Republican convention.  And 
during that period of time, the Republicans spent $30 million in negative advertising against 
John Kerry.  Obviously this Swift Boat--the Swift Boat Veterans group, very closely tied to the 
Bush White House and to Republicans in Texas, also brought baseless lies against John Kerry's 
record.  But from here on in, we're in the general election.  We have the best candidate.  We 
have the best-funded campaign in Democratic history, an incredibly talented staff. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, we kept hearing that Senator Kerry himself wanted to respond forcefully, 
immediately when those Swift Boat ads came on television, but that some in the campaign 
told him, `No, let's just let it go for a while.'  In retrospect, was he right and the members of 
the campaign staff wrong? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  You know, John Kerry stepped out at the firefighters convention in Boston and 
took on these false and baseless allegations against him.  That was backed up the next day by 
The Washington Post, The New York Times and then the Chicago Tribune, as well as, you 
know, a bunch of the networks.  These were baseless lies.  We answered it on our own time 
and we are backed up by the facts. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You know, we have been talking about this campaign being dead even, but 
there are some new polls out, Time magazine ran a poll during the week of the convention 
and I think they polled one night after the convention. Newsweek did the same thing.  Here's 
the Time magazine ad.  It now shows that President Bush has pulled up to about a 10-point 
lead; 11-point lead in the Newsweek poll? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Well, you know, there were other polls that were taken during the same period 
of time.  ARG has the poll--has the race dead even; and Zogby has us down two.  We always 
thought that President Bush was going to get a bounce. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So... 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  And it's an average, generally, of 12 points.  But the thing about a bounce is, it 
goes up and then it comes down, and then we'll go back to the essential structure of this race. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  It seems to me that this campaign has become a referendum on Senator Kerry 
rather than a referendum on George Bush.  Would you agree with that? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  You know, I think that as we--every campaign has its phases and their own 
rhythm and timing.  I think as we move into the fall, there is gonna be a very close contest.  
It'll be the real choices that confront the country. If you want more of the same, you should 
vote for George W. Bush.  If you think the economy is going well, if you're confident about 
your health care and paying for it, you should stay where you are.  There's a clear choice and 
John Kerry has plans for where he wants to lead this country in the future.  I think the voters 
will focus in on that, and I think John Kerry will be the clear winner. 
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SCHIEFFER:  It appears to me that the Bush campaign is gonna try to make this about 
terrorism and about the man who should lead in a time and an age of terrorism.  You seem to 
be now trying to broaden out and say it ought to be more about the economy. 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Well, we always wanted to bring this race to what the voters actually want to 
talk about.  I think that President Bush and his White House wants to distract from the real 
issues at hand:  the future.  You know, John Kerry was in Ohio this past week.  It's lost 
230,000 jobs, 130,000 good manufacturing jobs, over the course of this presidency.  A 
hundred and ten people--I'm sorry--1,110 people were seriously injured in Iraq in this last 
month, the highest yet.  And none of this was addressed in the Republican convention 
because they don't really want to talk about the issues that confront our country.  John Kerry 
and John Edwards do. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, you wouldn't argue that this is--that terrorism and what to do about it is 
not an issue, would you? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Not at all.  Not at all.  Keeping the nation safe is one of the major issues of this 
campaign.  That's something that John Kerry has spent a lifetime thinking about and working 
for, and it's something he'll discuss often in the fall campaign. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You had talked about the lies that had been told by the Bush administration.  
Would you like to point out one specific lie that you think the president has told? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Well, I mean, I think the major thing that he's talked about is, you know, 
Senator Kerry and No Child Left Behind, for example.  You know, John Kerry supported the 
president on No Child Left Behind because he wants a better future for this country.  And it's 
the failure of this president to fund those measures and to make life better for all Americans, 
you know, that is a real and major lie.  And obviously, the president lies about John Kerry's 
service, and his allies' charges against John Kerry are without base.  They're scurrilous, 
continuously leveled, you know, by the vice president as recently as Wednesday night.  These 
are things that the president continually goes back to, and the American people will reject 
them. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  There was a suggestion that John Kerry is not fit to be commander in chief by 
the vice president, and certainly by Zell Miller.  What is your response to that?  We heard 
what Senator Kerry said. 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Well, John Kerry takes a back seat to no one on defending this country and on 
his patriotism.  From the moment when he served in Vietnam and served two tours of duty 
there, through his life as a prosecutor, lieutenant governor and senator, no one has cared 
more about this country.  And, you know, this is a distraction from the real issues, once 
again, away from the economy and health care, the things that the Bush campaign can't talk 
about because they have no record and they have no plans for the future. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  It may be more than a distraction, though, because these polls suggest it's 
working. 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  You know, I would say to you, Bob, that, as we go forward, this race is going 
to go back to where it is.  We're going to fight over the swing voters.  As I watched the 
convention that the Republicans just put on, I can't imagine that any swing voter watching 
the invective and lies spewed by Senator Miller are going to pay any attention.  And, you 
know, this document is 143 lies told by the Republicans over the course of four days.  It's a 
distraction because they don't want to discuss the things that people really care about in this 
country. 
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SCHIEFFER:  You think they made a mistake putting Senator Miller out there? 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Well, you know, I really noticed that Senator Miller was supposed to travel 
with President Bush over two days, and he suddenly had family conflicts.  He was supposed 
to be in the Bush family box, and all of a sudden he had to do media interviews.  I don't think 
it's a mistake.  I think that it was--you know, he looked like a mad dog, and he did what the 
Bush people asked him to do.  And I think that it is going to play very badly for them over the 
course of this election. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mary Beth Cahill, thank you so much.  Hope to see you down the campaign 
trail. 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Thank you very much, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Best of luck to you. 
 
Ms. CAHILL:  Good. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Yeah. 
 
When we come back, we'll hear from the Bush campaign chairman, Marc Racicot, in a 
minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  With us now:  the Bush campaign chairman, former Governor Marc Racicot. 
 
Governor, thank you for being with us this morning. 
 
As you were coming in to take your seat here, Mary Beth Cahill said, `Senator Zell Miller 
looked like a mad dog when he spoke to the Republican National Convention.'  And she said 
that, `Swing voters are not interested in invective and lies.'  She repeatedly used the terms `lie' 
to describe what Republicans are saying about Senator Kerry.  I'll give you a chance to 
respond to that. 
 
Former Governor MARC RACICOT (Campaign Chairman, Bush-Cheney Campaign):  That 
sounds a tad big desperate, in my judgment.  The fact of the matter is I've known Zell Miller 
for over a decade.  We served together.  He served with the president when the president was 
governor as well.  He's an extraordinary man. He's a patriot and a statesman.  His heart is 
broken, to be quite honest with you, after having spent 50 years in the Democratic Party that 
they could end up where they are, so out of the mainstream and so inclined to be politically 
opportunistic with something so serious as confronts us now with these perilous times from 
the nation security perspective. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me just ask you about a couple of things she said, and then we'll move on to 
other things.  She said it is her understanding that Senator Miller was supposed to travel with 
the president for two days after the convention and, in fact, that he was supposed to sit in the 
presidential box the night that President Bush addressed the convention.  And she suggested 
he was disinvited.  Is that true? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  That's absolutely false.  The fact of the matter is that Zell Miller was involved 
in doing interviews on our behalf during that period of time at the convention.  He wanted to 
work.  He wanted to... 
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SCHIEFFER:  He's being interviewed while the president was speaking? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Yeah, he did.  He actually was carrying on interviews and performing 
campaign functions during that period of time.  In addition to that, he has a family member 
who's gravely ill.  And as a consequence of that--and we talked about this during the 
convention--and he weathered that particular storm in order to make his presentation but 
thought that he had to attend to that matter prior to the time that he joined the president on 
the campaign trail.  Again, he'll be back supporting the president throughout the course of 
the campaign. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Ms. Cahill suggested she wasn't quite ready to believe these polls that were 
conducted during the convention and the day after which show the president now with a 10-
point lead.  Do you believe them? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Well, we believe that the president obviously presented a plan. He knows 
what he's about, he knows what he believes, and he knows where he's going.  And he 
presented a plan here, although he couldn't describe every detail of it that's now available for 
people to review.  And, frankly, the Democrats didn't do the same thing.  John Kerry didn't 
have a plan--doesn't know what he believes and doesn't know where he's going.  And so we 
think that there was probably some bounce, but we also believe at the end of the day this is 
going to be a very, very tight race.  And as a consequence, at the end of the day, I would 
agree that I think that these numbers will be very close throughout the remainder of the 
campaign. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think one reason for this is the Swift Boat ads, because clearly the Kerry 
campaign did not anticipate that they were going to hurt Senator Kerry?  You can now get 
people, even though they don't always say it on the record, that will tell you private, yes, they 
think they did hurt Senator Kerry. 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Well, I was... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think they had a significant impact? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  As a preface, I was saddened to hear Mary Beth say that she thought there 
was some connection because there's absolutely no connection. The president has condemned 
those from the very beginning, denounced them and asked that they be removed.  You know, 
we invited them to join us back in April to do this, and unfortunately they didn't.  I don't 
know the impact of them.  I do know this:  that had the senator accepted our invitation to get 
rid of all of these ads, not just some of them--he only wants the ones that he doesn't like to be 
removed; he doesn't want all of them removed--we want all them removed.  And I don't 
know how to measure the impact of it, but we think all of them ought be taken off the air. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Just for the record, he did not specifically condemn these particular ads. 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Well, there have been semantical games.  What the president was asked--he 
said, `Do you denounce these ads?'  And he said, `I denounce all of these ads...' 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Yeah. 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  `...including these ads.'  So I don't know how you could be any more clear.  I 
think, Bob, they lack a lot of sincerity with this argument. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me also ask you this.  Isn't it true that if you really wanted that group 
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to stop those ads, if you or if President Bush said, `Hey, folks, these things are not the kind of 
thing I want out there, I want you to stop them,' don't you think they would have stopped 
them? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  I think--well, absolutely.  The fact of the matter is there can be no 
coordination.  It's a violation of the law to coordinate. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  It's not a violation to tell them to stop. 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Well, the president has said `Let's stop all of them.  Join me, Senator Kerry, 
let's stop all of them, these ads, every ad.'  You know, the president has been victimized by 
$60 million worth of these ads that have called him everything from a a liar to a person 
willing to poison pregnant women.  If anybody knows about victimization it's the president 
of the United States.  That's why we called for the end of these ads from the very beginning. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The vice president and Senator Miller both suggested that John Kerry is unfit to 
be commander in chief.  Is that so?  Do you believe that? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  The bottom line is, we've talked about Senator Kerry's record. He likes to 
place it in terms of questioning his being victimized by questioning in patriotism.  That's 
absolutely patent nonsense.  We've never questioned his patriotism or his service to this 
nation as a soldier when he served our country, honorably, as did the president.  But we're 
going to talk about his record as he talks about ours.  In fact, he invited that at the 
convention. 
 
And when you don't--you have a record as sparse as his, I mean, I think in my memory it's 
something like fewer than 10 bills introduced in the entire time when he was in the Senate 
that passed.  Obviously, there's a reason he doesn't want to talk about it and the position he's 
taken from the very beginning. 
 
You know, Bob, the whole campaign probably is best encapsulated by taking a look at the 
position of both of these men on the war in Iraq.  You vote for the war, then you vote against 
the appropriations to supply gasoline and food and everything to keep our soldiers safe.  That 
tells the whole story.  He doesn't want to talk about those things.  We want to talk about the 
record and draw contrasts so the American people can make a judgment about who best can 
lead this nation. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mary Beth Cahill just now all but confirmed that you seem to be trying to make 
this a campaign about who can best lead in a time of terrorism, that Senator Kerry wants to 
go beyond that and talk about the economy, for one thing.  Is that right? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Well, you... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Is this first and foremost about who can best lead in a time of terror? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  This is about who can best lead not only in reference to the war on terror 
which is critically important but also who can lead this country.  You know, Senator Kerry 
has no record in reference to anything that he wants to talk about domestically either.  I 
mean, he missed the vote on Medicare reform.  He wasn't there for the energy vote.  He 
wasn't a part of the intelligence briefings all the time he was on the Intelligence Committee 
for 76 percent of the time. 
 
See, the reason that he doesn't want to talk about his record, which we want to talk about in 
terms of talking about the comparisons, is so you can make a determination about who's 
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going to provide the best leadership is because he doesn't have a plan.  The president has a 
budget.  He has a plan, this plan, that he's offered to the American people.  It's very definite 
and certain.  So we want to talk about all of those issues.  He's the one that made Vietnam the 
centerpiece of the discussions.  We've never wanted to have that discussion. We don't want to 
have it now.  We want to talk about the future for America. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Is he going to debate John Kerry? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Oh, I have no doubt that there will be debates.  The president has said that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Three debates? 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  Well, I don't think that the final settlement has occurred here, but I think the 
president has said there will be the traditional debates in the traditional formats. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Governor, thank you very much for being with us. 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  My privilege.  Thank you, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Best of luck to you.  We'll see you again... 
 
Mr. RACICOT:  OK. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...on the campaign trail. 
 
And I'll be back with a final word in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And, finally today, watching the hurricane bear down on Florida this weekend 
reminded all of us that for all our advances in technology, we are still vulnerable to nature's 
awesome power.  I kept thinking of the child's prayer:  `My boat is so small, and the ocean is 
so large.'  But the news from Russia, the pictures Philip Kennicutt of The Washington Post 
described as `adults carrying dead children from yet another site of collective human failure,' 
forced us all to confront a harsher truth; that of all God's creatures, man is the cruelest.  Only 
man, blessed with the ability to reason, is capable of reasoned hate. 
 
Will Durant, the great historian, once said that `barbarism, like the jungle, does not die out 
but only retreats behind the barriers that civilization has thrown up against it and waits there 
always to reclaim that to which civilization has temporarily laid claim.'  As civilized people, 
we can think of no cause that justifies the deliberate taking of innocent lives.  But as the 
pictures from Russia told us, there are still those who do. 
 
We are seeing the terrible force of nature this weekend, but we also saw something worse and 
even more dangerous:  Man's inhumanity to man.  Durant argued that `civilization is not 
imperishable.  It must be relearned by every generation.'  For all we saw this weekend, that is 
the harshest truth of all, the one truth we must never forget. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


