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SCOTT PELLEY, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, hundreds of flights canceled this morning, and 
almost by the hour we are learning more about the terrorist threat against 
airliners bound for the United States. What's the latest? Are we safe? 
We'll ask Homeland Secretary Michael Chertoff. 
 
The plan was to blow up planes using liquid explosives. After months of 
surveillance, British authorities arrested 24 suspects. Others were taken 
into custody in Pakistan. How involved is al-Qaeda? We'll ask Senator Pat 
Roberts, Republican of Kansas and head of the Senate Intelligence Committee; 
and Jane Harman, Democrat of California and ranking member of the House Select 
Intelligence Committee. 
 
Then we'll talk with Ned Lamont, who campaigned against the war and beat 
long-time Senator Joe Lieberman in Connecticut's Democratic primary. 
 
But first, fighting terrorism on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer: FACE THE NATION with chief Washington correspondent Bob Schieffer. 
And now, from Washington, substituting for Bob Schieffer, CBS News 
correspondent Scott Pelley. 
 
PELLEY: Welcome again to the broadcast. Bob Schieffer is off this morning. 
 
There are a few bits of late-breaking news this morning. The Israeli 
parliament has approved the UN resolution calling for a cease-fire in Lebanon 
to begin tomorrow morning. At least 24 Israeli soldiers were killed on 
Saturday, the worst single-day death toll for Israel. Despite the vote, 
Israeli warships continue to shell Beirut. Twenty explosions have been 
reported this morning. 
 
And for the first time since his surgery, there are photographs out of Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro, published in a Communist youth newspaper. It's his 
birthday today, and he says he's getting better. 
 
Now this morning with the latest on the terror investigation, Michael 
Chertoff, secretary of homeland security. 
 
Mr. Secretary, thank you for being with us on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Mr. MICHAEL CHERTOFF (Secretary, Homeland Security): Good to be here, Scott. 
 
PELLEY: Your counterpart in Britain, John Reid, the British home secretary, 
said, quote, "The threat didn't end with these arrests this week." Are there 
suspects still at large? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: I've been talking to John Reid every day, sometimes several 
times a day, and I think he's right. They believe they've picked up the main 
players. They are not completely sure they've got everybody, because they've 
got to analyze a lot of evidence that they've collected. Additionally, I 
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think we have to be concerned about other groups that may seek to exploit the 
opportunity to do their own activities, or their own operations, because they 
believe we are distracted. And the message here is we are not distracted, 
we're continuing to monitor all across the board. 
 
PELLEY: But in terms of this week's plot, suspects still at large? Or you 
don't know? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: I think we believe we have the main suspects--the British 
have got the main suspects, but we are not prepared to completely close the 
book on this until we've run all of the threats to ground. 
 
PELLEY: Any suspects in the United States? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: That's our number one priority is what is the link with the 
US? And, as we speak right now, we've not found any indication of active 
planning in the US or plans to conduct operations within the US. But as new 
information comes in, literally every hour, that is going to be the main thing 
we are looking at. 
 
PELLEY: Nothing so far? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: Nothing so far. 
 
PELLEY: The British had this group under surveillance for months. Why did 
they strike on Wednesday? What was the trigger? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: I think that what happened is there was an intensification of 
the planning. There was a collection of the material, the bombmaking 
material, and it looked like the plot was accelerating and becoming more 
focused. And you always have a judgment about do you let it go on and get 
more information or do you make sure that you catch it in time? They made the 
judgment; we agreed. We were completely synchronized on this, and they went 
forward with the arrests. 
 
PELLEY: A Pakistani official told the Associated Press that when the Britain 
Rashid Rauf was arrested in Pakistan, there was a panicked phone call from 
Pakistan to London that essentially said, `Go ahead, start the attack.' Did 
that happen? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: Well, I don't want to get into specific operational issues, 
or things that are part of the British case, which of course they have to keep 
confidential. But what I will say is we were literally monitoring in real 
time, continually, what the status of the investigation is, what the status of 
the plot was, and at the point at which we felt it prudent to move in, 
everybody agreed it was time to go. 
 
PELLEY: But was there evidence that the plot had been fast-forwarded, if you 
will? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: I think... 
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PELLEY: With the--with these arrests. 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: Well, I think over the week leading up to the actual arrests, 
particularly the days before, we saw an acceleration of the operatives in 
terms of their focusing on the planning, collecting the material and getting 
ready to go. And it was a number of those things and some other items that 
led to the final decision. 
 
PELLEY: Has the US seen the bomb device? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: We have experts that are over there in Britain working with 
the British to look at the design and look at the plan that was in effect to 
assemble the devices. Their principal concern is, how can we reverse-engineer 
this design to make sure we are taking account of it in our own 
countermeasures? 
 
PELLEY: The detonator's perhaps the hardest part. How sophisticated? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: Well, I think what was particularly sophisticated about this 
was the concept. The concept was to take a series of chemicals that are very 
common, and therefore would be very difficult to detect because of the number 
of false positives, and then assemble them and mix them perhaps on the plane 
itself with a detonator that might be something in a battery or something of 
that sort. So, again, it was the design that was really sophisticated because 
it took account of the very common nature of a lot of these items in everyday 
life. 
 
PELLEY: Design would've worked? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: I'm not convinced the design would've worked or would have 
actually resulted in bringing down airliners, but I can tell you our number 
one priority is protect the American people. We're not going to experiment on 
a--on a real airplane. What I can tell you is we're always looking at these 
devices and testing them in a classified manner to see what is the point at 
which they really pose a threat to the airliners. 
 
PELLEY: Was the plan to crash the planes over the sea or over US cities? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: I think that, you know, there's been a lot of speculation. I 
don't think we actually know the answer to that. What seems clear is it was 
multiple detonations in the air at around the same time. Whether they 
would've waited to get to American cities or not, I think, is more debatable. 
But no matter what, it would've been a horrendous result, comparable in scale 
to September 11TH. 
 
PELLEY: Is it safe to fly this morning? What would the Chertoff family do? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: We would fly. And it is safe to fly. And it's safe to fly 
particularly because of the measures we've put into place. That's why we put 
these measures in place. The things you see--and, to be honest, the things 
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you don't see--are part of a network of defense measures that we have that are 
designed to make sure that we continue to have a safe and secure air transit 
system, and that's what we do have. 
 
PELLEY: Mr. Secretary, you and I get a taxicab here in Washington, go down 
to Union Station, board a train for New York City and never go through any 
security of any kind. Are you willing to commit on this broadcast this 
morning to providing rail passengers with the same security that air 
passengers have? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: We are continuing to increase the security for rail 
passengers. Now, it's obvious we can't do for rail passengers or subway 
passengers at the Metro what we do with the airlines--namely, make them wait 
in line, not bring bottles onto the train or the subway--so we have to 
configure an architecture that works with that system. 
 
What have we done? We've got more dog teams in, more detection teams. We're 
funding video cameras, which worked very well in London. We are experimenting 
with the kinds of devices that would allow us to detect explosives at a 
distance but not make people pass through portals. So with things we're doing 
now and things we're researching, we are constantly elevating the level at 
rail. 
 
PELLEY: But the last two major successful terrorist attacks were trains in 
London and trains in Madrid. There's no protection on trains in the United 
States. Will you commit to giving rail passengers the same protection that 
the airlines passengers have? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: We're going to give them the same level of protection, but 
it's going to come in a different way. It's not going to be a matter of 
putting people on long lines to go through fixed portals because that would 
destroy the system. But increased sensor equipment, increased use of dog 
teams, increased use of video cameras, increased use of devices that allow us 
to detect explosives at a distance based on what's going on in the flow of 
traffic. Those are the kind of things that will raise the level of rail but 
recognize it's a different architecture than what you have in the airlines. 
 
PELLEY: Was this al-Qaeda? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: Certainly had some of the hallmarks of an al-Qaeda-type plot 
if you look at sophistication, the reach, the scope, the number of people 
involved, and the fact that it's very reminiscent of a plot that we had in the 
early '90s. I don't think that we can conclusively determine that it was 
directed from the central core of al-Qaeda or whether it was part of a 
network. But in terms of the seriousness of the plot, it ranks with the most 
serious plots we've seen traditionally coming out of al-Qaeda. 
 
PELLEY: How long will we have these current security measures in place at the 
airports? 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: We anticipate making some very minor adjustments today, which 
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TSA will announce in a very clear fashion. But I think in terms of the 
restrictions on liquid and the major elements of this, that's going to have to 
be in place until we've determined whether there are some adjustments in 
protocol we can make, based on the research we're doing in London now, about 
the nature of this plot. 
 
PELLEY: Secretary Chertoff, there's a lot to know, but we're going to have to 
leave it there. Thank you so much for being with us. 
 
Sec. CHERTOFF: Good to see you, Scott. 
 
PELLEY: Joining us now from Los Angeles, Representative Jane Harman, the 
ranking Democrat on the House Select Committee on Intelligence. And with us 
here, Senator Pat Roberts, chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee. 
 
Thank you both very much for joining us. 
 
Senator PAT ROBERTS (Republican, Kansas; Chairman, Intelligence Committee): 
OK. Thank you, Scott. 
 
PELLEY: Senator, let me start with you. Is there any chance that Osama bin 
Laden directed this plot? 
 
Sen. ROBERTS: Oh, there's always a chance, but I think this probably was one 
of these things that was inspired by him as opposed to guided by him. And 
this gets into the real problem that we face today. I was over in Great 
Britain about three weeks ago and met with our counterparts on the 
intelligence side, and they were very worried about the second-generation 
situation there with the Pakistanis--400,000 of them in London, two million in 
Great Britain, and a lot of problems there. 
 
And I might add that we have the same kind of challenge here. We have what we 
call homegrown cells. They're largely cells that are supportive in regards to 
financing here in this country. And that takes a different kind of 
intelligence, you really have to concentrate on your local law enforcement 
officers, not that the rest of our intelligence tools in our toolbox aren't 
helping. But I doubt seriously if this was guided by Osama. I think it was 
inspired by him. 
 
PELLEY: Representative Harman, if this wasn't guided by Osama bin Laden, 
isn't that a much worse thing for this country? 
 
Representative JANE HARMAN (Democrat, California; Member, Intelligence 
Committee): You bet. The threats against us are much more dangerous, much 
more diffuse. Instead of just top-down management of al-Qaeda, now we have 
loosely affiliated cells around the world. And let's not forget that 
Hezbollah, which we've just seen and which is very capable in southern 
Lebanon, is also another international terrorist organization which has 
attacked in the--in the 1990s in Buenos Aires and is capable, we believe, of 
attacking elsewhere around the world. 
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So these copycat cells, as Pat says, are homegrown, embedded. Most of the 
people arrested here were British citizens, most had never been to Pakistan, 
although there was a Pakistani leak--link. So, in order to get this right, we 
need the best intelligence we can field. And, in this case, this is a huge 
intelligence victory. It's a combination of human intelligence that tipped 
off the Britons first and then it was technical intelligence, listening to 
phone calls and so forth, I don't want to go into the details, but then it was 
a lot of patience monitoring these folks to see what they were up to. And 
hopefully, hopefully we will find the rest of them and this will just be an 
isolated plot and it will have been resolved. But there is the possibility 
that there are more plots afoot around the world and more cells in the United 
States, and we have to continue to be vigilant here. 
 
PELLEY: Senator Roberts, the Bush administration says that we're safer than 
we were five years ago, but it doesn't necessarily feel that way. 
 
Sen. ROBERTS: It doesn't feel that way because you have 31 terrorist 
organizations, by latest account, that could be doing things like this. But 
let's give the intelligence committee some credit. I think if we were having 
this interview several years ago, you would have never thought that we would 
have worked with the Pakistanis, with the British and with ourselves and kept 
the whole situation from being leaked, and then let the--let the Brits really 
lead the way. And give the Pakistanis real credit. They stepped up to this 
and stepped up in the right way, and we had better information access, better 
cooperation, and we foiled the plot. Now, that's what we have to do in the 
future. So I think a lot of attaboys or a lot of pats on the back are due the 
intelligence community during a time when we have received a lot of criticism 
and during a time where there have been a lot of leaks with a lot of wrong 
information about our intelligence tools in the toolbox, and yet we were able 
to deter, or first, detect, then deter, and then stop this attack. I'm very 
proud of our intelligence people. They work 24/7 hours a day; they deserve a 
lot of credit. 
 
PELLEY: Representative Harman, let me ask you this. Does al-Qaeda even exist 
anymore in the way that it did on 9/11? 
 
Rep. HARMAN: Well, al-Qaeda's been substantially degraded at the top, but, 
as we have learned, it's a multiheaded hydra and it grows new heads. And with 
these copycat cells who are inspired by al-Qaeda, not necessarily directed by 
al-Qaeda, the world is dangerous and--more dangerous. 
 
And let me answer the question you asked Pat Roberts, if I might. I think the 
world is more dangerous than it was five years ago. I think the nature of the 
threats against us has changed. I think Iraq is much more dangerous and, 
unfortunately, is a recruiting ground and a training ground for terror around 
the world, and that's extremely destabilizing. But also, as we've just seen 
in Israel and Lebanon and Gaza and elsewhere, there are terrorist 
organizations other than al-Qaeda which are armed and trained and effective 
because Syria and Iran and other places in the world, and North Korea, are 
more dangerous. 
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PELLEY: Senator Roberts, the fact that we haven't been attacked in this 
country in five years, is it because we're that lucky or because we're that 
good? 
 
Sen. ROBERTS: Well, probably both. But we are much better prepared; we have 
much better information access. The passage of the Patriot Act, we are going 
through a challenge in the Congress in regards to, as I say, some of the 
intelligence tools in our toolbox. By the way, the British have better tools. 
If you want to get a warrant, all you have to do is call up a minister in 
regards to to Great Britain. I'm not advocating that in the United States 
with the FISA court or anything else, but it seems to me that they have taken 
actions that would really speed that along. 
 
No, I think it's no accident that we have been safe for five and a half years, 
and we are working a lot better, more especially in the intelligence 
community. 
 
One thing that I think that is lacking here that really is a problem, and that 
is our national resolve. Here we are in a campaign year, and I understand 
that there are a lot of different views on the war, I understand that and I'm 
not trying to cast aspersions on anybody's intent, but my goodness, if we 
can't get national unity and take politics out of this in terms of an attack 
like this, I don't know what's going to happen to us. Words have 
consequences, not only to the intended audience, but also to a fragile 
government in Iraq and our troops and our allies who say if you can't keep a 
secret and if the United States is so partisan and all this egregious talk, 
can't we take politics out of this at least to a certain extent with national 
security? Otherwise, we're not unified, otherwise we won't have the resolve 
to get this thing done. 
 
PELLEY: Senator Roberts, Representative Harman, there's a lot to talk about, 
but we'll have to leave it there. Thank you so much for being with us. 
 
Rep. HARMAN: Thank you. 
 
Sen. ROBERTS: Thank you, sir. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
PELLEY: With us now Ned Lamont, the Democratic nominee in the Connecticut 
Senate race. 
 
Thank you for being with us. 
 
Mr. NED LAMONT (Democratic Senate Nominee, Connecticut): Scott, delighted to 
be here. 
 
PELLEY: On Tuesday, it looked like a pretty good idea to run against the war 
in a Democrat Primary, then Wednesday the plot came up that was revealed of 
the bombing of--potential bombing of airliners into the United States. I 
wonder, with so much difference between Tuesday and Wednesday, are you a man 
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whose time has come and gone? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: No, on the contrary. I don't think our invasion of Iraq has 
done anything when it comes to the real war on terror. I mean, here we are 
talking about Saddam Hussein, but look what happened. It was a terrorist cell 
coming out of Pak--Pakistan, going through London, threatening the United 
States of America five years later. You know, if nothing else I think our 
country's gotten a little bit complacent when it comes to the war on terror 
right now. Maybe this is a wake-up call. Maybe we'll take into account the 
9/11 Commission recommendations when it comes to homeland security, be it the 
ports, public transportation, airports, nuclear facilities. I think this is a 
time for America to be vigilant. 
 
PELLEY: I should mention that we invited Senator Lieberman to be on the 
broadcast. Even though you defeated him in the Democrat primary, he's decided 
to run as an independent in the general election, but Senator Lieberman is 
attending the wedding of his daughter this weekend, and it's undoubtedly a 
more pleasant thing to do than be on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Mr. LAMONT: Well, congratulations to the Senator and his wife. 
 
PELLEY: When should the troops come out? You have said that it might be as 
early as next July, less than a year from now. What would that mean? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: Well, first of all, we've been there for three and a half years. 
By the end of this year we'll have been there longer than we were involved in 
World War II. And let's face it, our very front line military presence, 
having 132,000 troops stuck in the middle of this bloody civil war, is not 
making the situation better. I say the situation's getting worse, and it's 
getting worse consistently. So now is the time for a change of strategy. 
That's the big difference between me and the senator--and the president, by 
that token. 
 
I think it's time to change strategy. I think it is time for us to start 
bringing our troops home, and it's time for us to tell the Iraqis `It's your 
country and only we'll be able to solve this.' We'll be there in the 
background. We'll be there for political support, humanitarian support, 
reconstruction. We're going to take this very American face off the 
occupation. That's our best hope for success in Iraq. 
 
PELLEY: Isn't that a recipe for chaos? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: We have chaos. Look at what's going on over the last couple 
years. You know, 3,000 dead last month alone. You know, I don't think you 
can just keep doing what we're doing. That's a recipe for disaster. And 
that's why I really believe that if we get back, pull back from the front 
line, that's when the Iraqis will step up. I have confidence they will. 
 
PELLEY: Let me read something to you that Senator Lieberman said about you. 
Quote, "If we just pick up like Ned Lamont wants us to do, and get out of Iraq 
by a date certain, it will be taken as a tremendous victory by the same people 
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who wanted to blow up these planes." 
 
Mr. LAMONT: I'm afraid us being bogged down in that civil war is being taken 
by a victory by some of those people. That's why it's so important we change 
course, and that's why it's so important we get our eye back on the ball when 
it comes to working with our allies, shared intelligence like, you know, Pat 
Roberts was just saying. You know, dealing with a war in a--war on terror in 
a serious way. I think the war in Iraq has been a terrible distraction from 
taking care of the people's business. 
 
PELLEY: President Bush says we're safer today than we were on 9/11, and 
frankly there have been no attacks, successful attacks in the United States 
since then. A number of attacks had been foiled. Is he wrong? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: I think he's wrong. You know, I think that's a false sense of 
security again, you know, the fact that we haven't been attacked since 9/11. 
You know, Bill Clinton could have said that after the first, you know, attack 
on the World Trade Center. The idea that we're going to fight them there so 
we don't have to fight them here, the number of terrorist attacks around the 
country--looking at London, looking at Madrid, looking around the world--is on 
the rise. And that's why this is no time for us to lower our guard. 
 
PELLEY: Our CBS News polling in your race showed that among Democrats in 
Connecticut, more than 80 percent said the war was important to them in their 
vote. Now that's one state, and just the Democrat Party. The question is, do 
you think an anti-war candidate can win the presidency in 2008? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: It's not a question of being an anti-war candidate. It's a 
question of is our country making the right decisions that allow us to prevail 
going forward? And I'd argue that we're not. I'd say we're making a lot of 
bad decisions. As I go around the state of Connecticut, people ask me about 
$9 trillion in debt. What type of a country we are? Should we--we should be 
investing in our kids and investing in our future, and instead we're 
mortgaging our kids' future. That's wrong. People talk to me about 63 
lobbyists for every single congressman in Washington, DC. That number has 
doubled in the last five years alone. Who's really taking care of the 
people's business down there? We know who the lobbyists are taking care of. 
 
PELLEY: A poll as recently as July showed you losing a three-way race with 
Senator Lieberman in the race as an independent by a fairly large margin. 
Have you seen any polling since then that suggests you have a chance? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: Well, two things. I've seen polling that says it's very tight 
going into a three-way race. But more importantly, Scott, do I care? I mean, 
when I got into this race, I wasn't even an asterisk, as everybody knows. I 
really believed that this country was headed in the wrong direction. It was 
time for somebody to challenge the Bush administration and put forward a 
positive, constructive alternative to what they're doing, starting with the 
war on terror, and looking at the war in Iraq; looking at the investments we 
should be making in this country. We're going to do just fine in November, 
and I'm not going to worry about polls along the way. 
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PELLEY: Senator Lieberman has said that he would vote with the Democratic 
caucus if he was elected as an independent. What difference would it make if 
you were elected instead? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: Because I'm going to stand up and represent real change in 
Washington, DC, represent how we're doing business down there. Look, I'm a 
guy that started up a business from scratch. I bring a different background 
to Washington. We've got an awful lot of career politicians down there. 
 
I'll give you one example: We have a health care system in this country I 
think is broken. I think it's broken not only because we have 47 million 
people with absolutely no health insurance, but as a small business guy, I can 
tell that the high costs are beginning to crush entrepreneurship in this 
country. And that more and more working families are being bankrupted. You 
know, for 18 years our government's done very little when it comes to dealing 
with the health care crisis in this country. I think as a business person I 
can talk to Republicans and Democrats, labor and management, and deal with an 
issue like that in a serious way. 
 
PELLEY: Running as an anti-war candidate in Connecticut, in the Democrat 
primary--again, a very small slice of the national pie--what lesson should the 
Democratic Party take from your victory when looking at the nation as a whole? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: Well a couple things. I can't talk about the Democratic Party 
as a whole. I've been a guy that's been traveling around the state of 
Connecticut, the land of steady habits as they call us, and they voted for a 
change. And I really think that it's time for political leaders to stand up 
and be bold. Talk to the American people, they know we've got to make some 
real changes. We're more dependent upon foreign capital, we're more dependent 
upon foreign oil. Let's make the real choices that'll help our security and 
invest in our future so our kids have better opportunities. And be clear. 
 
PELLEY: What would you do differently than the Bush administration in the war 
on terror? Not the war on Iraq, but the war on terror? What would the 
difference be? 
 
Mr. LAMONT: Look, we're always going to have the strongest military on the 
face of this earth, Scott. But I think we're a stronger country and we're 
more secure, we work in concert with our allies, and we stay true to our 
values, and we treat the rest of the world with respect. I think we've lost 
some of that right now. 
 
It was Abe Ribicoff, our senator from Connecticut, who some years ago said, 
`The United States is most influential and most helpful when we have 
credibility and respect throughout the Middle East region and throughout the 
world.' I think we lost a lot of that, and it's time for us to regain it. 
 
PELLEY: Senator Lieberman, like a lot of Democrats, voted to authorize the 
war, and there are people who believe that that's one reason he lost the race 
to you. Do you believe other Democrats should disavow their votes to 
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authorize the war? Just quickly. 
 
Mr. LAMONT: No. I think that was three and a half years ago. They looked 
at the intelligence being presented to them, and there were some Democrats, a 
lot of them, that supported that. Three and a half years later, many of them 
have the courage to say the facts were wrong, look what's going on on the 
ground, it's time to change. 
 
PELLEY: Thank you very much for being with us. We'll leave it there. 
 
And we will be back in a moment. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
PELLEY: Bob Schieffer will be back next week. Thanks for being with us on 
FACE THE NATION. 


