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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, steroids and baseball, and Iraq two years later.  In an 
extraordinary hearing last week, baseball stars and officials were grilled by Congress on the 
steroid problem in the sport.  Is it time now for Congress to write some tough new laws, and 
what about those records broken by players who may have used the stuff?  All questions for the 
main congressional investigator, Representative Tom Davis of Virginia, and major-league 
baseball's top man for labor issues, Robert Manfred. 
 
Then on this second anniversary of the Iraq War, we'll get an update on the situation there 
from General Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
 
I'll have a final word on the scandal that just keeps on keeping on, the Los Alamos weapons lab 
and its ability to keep wasting money.  But first, drugs and baseball on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Good morning again.  We're going to stay with the steroids story that broke 
last week in those hearings on Capitol Hill.  With us in the studio, Congressman Tom Davis 
who ran the hearings for the Congress, and in New York, Rob Manfred of major-league 
baseball.  He's the man that runs the labor negotiations for them. 
 
We want to talk to the congressman first.  Congressman, I want to put up on the screen first 
how Bud Selig, the commissioner of baseball, described baseball's policy on steroids.  He said, 
`The policy on performance-enhancing substances is as good as any in professional sports.' 
 
What do you say? 
 
Representative TOM DAVIS (Republican, Virginia; Chairman, Government Reform 
Committee):  Well, I--that's just all spin.  Their minor-league policy is stricter than their 
major-league policy.  The NFL's policy is stricter toward this, and even amateur sports is 
stricter than major-league's policy. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So what did you find out?  Is Congress going to have to step in and write some 
new laws here? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, a lot of members want to do that.  I think Senator McCain, Congressman 
Sweeney, members--Congressman Waxman, my ranking member--I think all of us are going 
to be drafting this, looking to see how major-league baseball reacts to the hearings.  If they 
come back and do nothing, I think you're going to see a standard throughout professional 
sports that will apply to all sports because you just can't count on the unions and management 
negotiating an agreement that's in the interest of the country and the fans. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, I have to tell you, I mean, John McCain came even--came on even 
stronger than what you've just said.  He said, `It seems to me, they'--major-league baseball--
`can't be trusted,' and he says, `All professional sports need to have a minimum level of 
performance-enhancing drug testing.'  Would you favor some outside agency like the Anti-
Doping Agency or... 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, Anti-Doping would be the right agency to do it at this point.  I think they 
have everybody's respect.  They're up on the new designer drugs that get added to this.  You 
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have to remember, major-league baseball's current policy was negotiated, so management and 
the union had to agree on things.  A lot of things were left out of that.  Amphetamines were left 
off of this.  Some of the newer designer drugs are not part of that, and they're now part of a 
grand jury investigation in San Francisco.  The penalties--first-time penalty is a joke compared 
to the NFL and to amateur sports in the minor leagues. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you want to set any deadline for baseball to take action that you'd consider 
significant? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, I think they've got this season.  They've got to go through the testing this 
season.  We're going to see how they respond when they find somebody testing positive and all 
eyes are on them, but if not, I think the beginning of next year Congress is going to be ready to 
act. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well... 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  We're also looking at other sports. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you something.  The center of all this has been Barry Bonds... 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...from the very beginning, yet you didn't call him.  Why? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  He's un--the grand jury in San Francisco, the BALCO investigation has him 
and Jason Giambi.  We did subpoena Giambi, and they asked us not to.  They're material 
witnesses in those cases, and we don't interfere with federal grand juries. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  I want to ask you another question.  A very good source told me on Friday that 
Mark McGwire, who was so very evasive before the committee, had actually come to the 
committee and said that he would be willing to be more forthcoming if he were granted 
immunity.  Is that true? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, I don't think--I think that, had we had immunity, it would have been a 
different hearing.  I think members would have been freer to say things and been able to protect 
their families and their futures.  The difficulty with even Canseco, who said things in his book, 
is if they say things under oath and admit to doing things, they can get hauled to any grand 
jury in the country to testify or be indicted and the like.  And so we sought protection for 
several witnesses there, and we were denied it by the attorney general. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just ask you, to go back to what... 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...the question I posed... 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  I was trying to avoid it as best I could. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Yeah.  Did he ask for immunity?  And would you rather not answer that? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, I think he would have preferred to have told his story, but he would have 
preferred immunity to do that.  We were unable to get that. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Were you surprised that Mark McGwire, even though he was not granted 
immunity--were you surprised at how evasive he was?  I think that's the thing that really 
struck most people. 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, I think he--you know, looking at his attorneys, he did what he had to do.  
He made it clear that steroids are wrong.  He wants to be part of that solution at this point.  But 
I think that to admit anything else exposes somebody to being called before grand juries all over 
the country and spending the next years of their lives being indicted by every prosecutor in any 
town you play baseball. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Why didn't you talk about records and whether they ought to be taken away 
from people who have used steroids? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, that's actually--because that's not within Congress' purview.  Ultimately 
that's going to be for major-league baseball and the fans to decide.  Our job here was to shine a 
light on the fact that steroid abuse is rampant throughout the country.  Half a million youths 
are taking it; kids are dying and they're dismembering their bodies and everything else.  And it 
starts at the top.  It starts with professional sports and these athletes who are role models.  And 
if they don't clean their act up here, we have no hope of cleaning it up at the bottom.  We'll let 
others take a look at the records and what should happen over the long term. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So what happens next? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Well, we have other--we have an ongoing investigation.  We have undercover, 
we have investigators out there... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You have an undercover agent investigation? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  We are doing other investigations undercover, into professional and amateur 
sports, and we've held other hearings on drug abuse but nobody comes to them.  You bring 
professional baseball players and the world focuses on it.  We think it was a good start, but we 
consider steroid abuse to still be rampant and we're going to have a lot more to say. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Does organized baseball know you're doing undercover hearin--investigations? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  They do now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  They do--is this the first time you have said that? 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  They do now.  It's not just baseball.  I mean, it's amateur sports; it's professional 
sports.  But I think they'll find out. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Well, thank you very much, Congressman. 
 
Rep. DAVIS:  Bob, thank you very much. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let's go now to major-league baseball's Rob Manfred, who is in New 
York.  He is basically the labor negotiator for baseball. 
 
Did you know that the Congress is conducting undercover investigations, Mr. Manfred? 
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Mr. ROB MANFRED (Executive Vice President, Major-League Baseball):  No, that's the first 
we've heard of that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, what do you think about it? 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Look, obviously, the committee has the authority to conduct investigations. 
 We understand that steroids are an illegal substance in the United States, and anybody who 
uses those substances is obviously at risk, not only under our policies but, more importantly, 
under the laws of the United States. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me just ask you and tell you about what some of the critics are saying and--
just so I can get your reaction to it.  There's a big headline in The New York Times the day 
after these investigations that said Congress threw a high, hard one and baseball struck out.  
What would be your response to that? 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Look, I think that major-league baseball has had an ongoing and aggressive 
effort to deal with the issue of steroids within the confines of federal law in terms of collective 
bargaining, where we've been free to act unilaterally.  We've adopted what I regard to be 
absolutely the best steroid policy in professional sports, our minor-league policy.  At the major-
league level we've worked aggressively and have actually improved our policy in each of the last 
three seasons, despite the fact that we have to collectively bargain it every time we improve it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Can I just ask you the question that so many people ask me.  And that was:  
Why was Mark McGwire so evasive?  Let me just show you some of what he said. 
 
(Excerpts from hearing) 
 
Mr. MARK McGWIRE (Former Baseball Player):  Well, sir, I'm not here to talk about the 
past. 
 
I'm not hear to talk about the past. 
 
I'm not here to discuss the past. 
 
I'm not here to discuss the past.  I'm here to be positive about this subject. 
 
(End of excerpts) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So there you have it.  Eight separate times, Mr. Manfred, Mark McGwire said, 
`I'm not here to talk about the past.'  The head of the Anti-Doping Agency said today that his 
evasiveness suggests that he was taking illegal substances. 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Well, I think speculation like that on the part of Mr. Pound is the usual type 
of reckless comment that we've come to expect from him.  I think you need to appreciate the 
fact that when Congress exercises subpoena power and brings a player in front of a committee, 
does not grant immunity and then proceeds to inquire about topics that are potentially 
criminal, it puts the player in an extraordinarily difficult situation even if that player is 
completely innocent.  You have to understand players like these are targets of people who get 
themselves in trouble and then try to trade their way out of trouble by, quote, unquote, "giving 
up a professional athlete," even if they're not telling the truth. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me ask you the same question I asked Congressman Davis just a 
minute ago.  Do you happen to know if Mark McGwire did ask for immunity and would he 
have been willing to be more forthcoming had he been given it? 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Those conversations with respect to immunity were solely between the 
player, his personal lawyer and the committee.  So I don't really have any information about 
that, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Commissioner Selig at the beginning of the hearing and we put the quote up on 
the screen a while ago said the baseball policy performance-enhancing substances is as good as 
any in professional sports. Congressman Davis says that's simply not true.  John McCain has 
been highly critical.  In fact, he said and I just quoted him to the congressman that baseball 
can't be trusted anymore.  How do you--what's your side of that? 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Well, let me take them one at a time.  First of all, I think it's beyond dispute 
that our major-league policy is far superior to that in the NHL or the NBA.  Really the only 
other professional sport that arguably has a better policy is the NFL.  I think Commissioner 
Selig made the comment in the context of talking about our overall approach to steroids both 
minor league and major league.  Unlike the NFL who leaves their pre-employment testing to 
the NCAA, we test aggressively in our minor leagues in order to make sure that our players are 
clean when they get to the major leagues.  In that sense, I think that our policy stacks up well 
against any in sports. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Why has it taken so long?  Do you blame it on the players union? Have the 
owners been slow to understand how serious this is?  Why has it just taken so long? 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Well, I think it's a combination of factors.  You know, in retrospect, things 
always seem more obvious than they do when you're living in real time.  Steroids was an issue 
that took time for us to recognize, like I think it did most people in the United States.  And then 
once we became cognizant of the problem in the later part of the '90s, there is no question--and 
this is not a blame issue--that when you have to deal with a problem through a federally 
mandated process like collective bargaining, it takes longer to get to the solution that you want. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just ask you this.  The congressman is talking about the federal 
government and the Congress may have to step in and put in some federal laws on this.  Would 
you be for that or against that? 
 
Mr. MANFRED:  Commissioner Selig said unequivocally in the hearing that if Congress 
decides that federal legislation is appropriate that he would be supportive. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Thank you very much, Mr. Manfred.  And thank you, Congressman 
Davis, both of you for being with us here. 
 
When we come back, we're going to talk about Iraq two years after the invasion. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And joining us now, General Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 
 
General, always good to have you. 
 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) -  Sunday, March 20, 2005 6 
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

General RICHARD MYERS (Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff):  Bob, good to be here. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You just got back from Iraq and Afghanistan.  Two years since the invasions.  
How do you look at it today? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Well, I think we've made a lot of progress in two years, obviously, and my trip 
was very positive in the sense that all the trend lines in all the major sectors of what we're 
trying to do to help the Iraqis are up, particularly with Iraqi security forces.  They're doing very 
well. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And you're talking about training them, getting them into position. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  I'm talking about training them and the equipping of them and helping them as 
they take the stage to provide security for their own citizens, all of that.  We were in--Mosul 
was our first stop.  It's, I think, it had the highest percentage of incidents here recently and yet 
the American commanders there are very positive about what they and the Iraqi security 
forces, both police and army, are doing, extremely positive. 
 
Let me give you one story.  Since elections, they have what they call a Joint Coordination 
Center.  It's manned by police and Iraqi army, Iraqi police and Iraqi army, and of course, we're 
there to help as well.  They had one hot line before elections.  Now they have five hot lines 
where Iraqi citizens can call in and talk about crime or insurgents or whatever, and five hot 
lines today doesn't keep up with the demand.  So the situation and the makeup of the situation 
is changing pretty dramatically. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, you're talking and we keep hearing that we've got to get the Iraqi security 
forces... 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Right. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...trained and once we've done that, then that's the time that the American 
forces can begin coming home.  How many do you have to train?  What is--over about 
250,000?  Is that what you're aiming for? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  I think that's the goal, and as... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And where are you right now? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Well, we have 142,000 trained and equipped and in various stages of being 
deployed in the battle space, if you will.  Some of those are police, a lot of them are army.  And 
they all make up the security forces that will help protect that country. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So you think you're over halfway to having the size force you need trained in 
place, Iraqis? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  I think initially.  Now you know, as the new Iraqi government is elected under 
the new constitution they'll develop this year and vote on this fall, they may decide they need 
more of this or that and make adjustments.  But that is what we've agreed to with the Iraqi 
government to this point, yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  I heard you quoted earlier this week as saying that you believe a lot of this 
insurgency is organized crime and criminals for hire. 
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Gen. MYERS:  Right.  You know, one of the debates we've had is how large is this insurgency? 
 And it's analogous, I think, to asking how many criminals are in any major given city.  We 
don't know that.  What we do know is the crime rate, so that's what we track.  And I think part 
of of what were seeing in terms of insurgency are criminals that are looking to... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, is the crime rate down? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Well, I don't think our statistics are good enough yet to differentiate totally 
between crime--we certainly can--and an insurgent activity because it often looks the same. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Uh-huh. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  But clearly it's not all insurgents that are perpetrating these acts. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, who are these people, General?  Do we know yet--is there one kind of 
central group that's running all of this? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  No, it's pretty clear there isn't a central group.  There is a group of foreign 
fighters that perhaps I think you'd characterize as having the most spectacular effect in the 
battle space, the ones that are responsible for the biggest improvised explosive device, 
explosions and so forth, a group of foreign fighters led by a fellow named Zarqawi, who is part of 
al-Qaida; a very dangerous man not just in Iraq but in other parts of the world because as part 
of al-Qaida, we can imagine him taking his operation to other places. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We--go ahead. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  And then there's other extremists that come from the former regime, so--that 
are perpetrators, and I'd say there's criminal element involved. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And are they working with each other or... 
 
Gen. MYERS:  They sometimes marry up for convenience but there is no central control of 
any one of those.  The former regime elements are not particularly fond of these foreign 
fighters.  Although they might use them as a marriage of convince to achieve some objectives, 
but not in a very well-coordinated sense.  You know, they talk about how many insurgents--
again, to go back to that for a second--they perpetrate somewhere between 50 and 60 incidents 
a day.  Half of those incidents do not result in damage to property or injury to personnel.  The 
other half can have effects, sometimes big effects.  We saw 166 killed in Hillah near a mosque 
that was perpetrated probably by the foreign fighters, by Zarqawi, but that's what they're 
capable of, and so--and that's, by the way, trending downwards since elections.  We're at levels 
we were at about a year ago.  So I think again... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Oh, you are? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Yes.  And I think all the trends now are--not only in the security sector but in 
other sectors are very positive. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We keep hearing reports about how sophisticated these insurgents have 
become, that they know how to attack the electrical grid, the oil supply system--things like 
that.  Do you believe these attacks are well-planned or are they just happening at random? 
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Gen. MYERS:  I think a little bit of both.  Some of them are well-planned. Some of them look 
like they might be insider jobs as well, but the Iraqi government just recently decided to stand 
up some infrastructure protection battalions.  These are new, 18 new battalions, three of which 
have already been deployed.  That's one of the things we learned when we were over there. 
They've already deployed three up in northern Iraq to work the oil infrastructure security 
problem. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The National Assembly, I guess, is going to be seated in the next few weeks.  
Do you--should we expect more attacks in anticipation of that? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Well, I think as we go through the year, there will be events where they'll try 
to peak attacks.  You know, we had several bombs go off, I think not to much effect, when the 
transitional National Assembly met on the 16th of this month.  As they go through their 
constitutional referendum, which is planned now to come up in October, elections in this 
December, we should probably expect spikes in violence, absolutely. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You know, I know this depends on how quickly the troops are trained in Iraq.  
But when can Americans have some idea that these troops are going to start coming home, 
American troops? 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Well, I think the plan we're on--now that we have 142,000 Iraqi security forces 
formed, and that number will continue to grow, as we--as they go to the field to establish their 
working areas, as we continue--we, the coalition, continue to work with them in an operational 
sense, in an intelligence sense, logistics sense, enable them, and that's our plan to do more of 
that so we can get them up there quicker... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So... 
 
Gen. MYERS:  ...so we can't--we're not going to put dates on it.  But we're--I think we're 
making good progress to the time when we can perhaps make some adjustments.  Now that--
those adjustments will be the call initially from theater, from General Abizaid who worries 
about the whole theater. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But, I mean, do you think that might be early next year or toward the middle of 
the year?  I mean, just some ballpark. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  I can't--I'm not--well, I'm going to wait for General Abizaid, General Casey... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  OK. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  ...to report in and then we'll take it from there, but I think we're making really 
good progress.  I'll leave it there. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right, thank you very much, General. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Thank you, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Always good to have you. 
 
Gen. MYERS:  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Back with a final word in just a minute. 
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(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  With all the news about steroids and the Schiavo case, one story that deserved 
more attention and got lost last week:  the ongoing, ever worsening outrage that the Los 
Alamos National Weapons Center has become. 
 
Most of what they do there is top secret, but the security has become such a joke, the whole 
place had to be shut down last year because two computer disks went missing.  Well, Congress 
got the bill Friday.  It apparently cost $367 million to move research activities to other labs 
while they searched for the disks.  That's $367 million of your tax dollars.  Now the kicker:  
The disk never existed, and the whole thing could have been avoided if two employees had not 
falsified inventory records.  And, yes, this is the same place that had already wasted many 
millions more with just sloppy work. 
 
But even as Congress dug into this latest mess, Sharyl Attkisson, our CBS News supersleuth, 
found some former auditors who said the lab had wasted millions more because they just paid 
whatever price vendors set, no questions asked. Incredibly, the bosses told these whistle-
blowers to keep it quiet because it might prove embarrassing. 
 
An exasperated Congressman Joe Barton, who's been tracking this mess for years, said one 
solution may be to just close the place down. 
 
Congressman, I think you're on to something. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you right here next week on FACE THE NATION, and tomorrow 
on the "Evening News." 


