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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, an interview with the first lady, Laura Bush, from 
the East Wing of the White House. 
 
When she married George Bush, she was a young librarian, so shy she made him 
promise he would never ask her to make a speech. Today, after six years in 
the White House, Laura Bush has become one of the president's strongest 
advocates and most influential advisers. How has she changed? How is it to 
live with an unpopular war that never goes away? Why did she keep silent 
about a recently removed skin cancer? How does the president react when she 
criticizes him? She talked about all of this in our end of the year interview 
in her White House office. 
 
Laura Bush on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer: FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer. And now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mrs. Bush, thank you very much... 
 
Ms. LAURA BUSH (First Lady): Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...for having us this morning. I must say, this must be kind of a 
marathon for you. I'm told you had 24 parties, holiday parties, here in the 
White House... 
 
Ms. BUSH: That's right. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...just this month, 12,000 people. How do you get through that? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, it actually is really fun. I'm sure it doesn't sound like 
that much fun to other people, but we stand in a receiving line, mainly, so we 
stand in the receiving line every night for a couple of hours. Some nights we 
have double parties, like the press parties, as you know. We have a party 
from four to six, and then another one from seven to nine. And so... 
 
SCHIEFFER: But don't you sometimes say, `My God, wouldn't this ever be over?' 
 
Ms. BUSH: We used to, at the very first. I'll have to say, the first few 
years. But we were commenting last night, which was the last night of the 
parties, that we felt like it hadn't been that hard of a Christmas, that we'd 
been able to do all that standing and hand-shaking. It's fun. People come in 
from around the country. They're thrilled to get to be at the White House and 
see the decorations. A lot of our really good friends came. We had high 
school friends of ours, who were elementary school friends of George's, and in 
high school with me, all come in. Friends that we usually only see at 
reunions. And so that was really fun, and they loved having the chance to be 
at the White House and be with each other, and to be with us. 
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SCHIEFFER: Can I ask you about--because everyone's talking about it. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...you had this cancerous growth... 
 
Ms. BUSH: Mm-hmm--mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...removed from your shin. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Minor skin cancer, you might say. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I take it you're OK? 
 
BUSH: I'm perfectly--yes, I'm perfectly all right. Thank you very much for 
asking. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let me--you know, Tony Snow, the press secretary, got a lot 
of grief from reporters... 
 
Ms. BUSH: That's what I heard. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...who wanted to know why you didn't make that public. Is--why? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, I didn't--actually, it never occurred to me to make it 
public. It was very minor. I thought it was an insect bite, actually, when I 
first got it, and then it just didn't get well. And so we had it biopsied 
before the election and found out that it was squamous cell carcinoma, which 
is not a very serious--not a serious skin cancer, like melanoma would be. So 
it just didn't occur to me to announce it. Right after the election I had it 
removed. Four days after that I went to Vietnam and Singapore and Indonesia 
with the president and then came home and stood for 24 receiving lines at all 
those parties. I was never sick. I never felt badly. So, it just didn't... 
 
SCHIEFFER: You just didn't think it was important enough to... 
 
Ms. BUSH: ...it just didn't occur to me. Also, of course, I am a private 
citizen. I mean, I have to say that as well. I don't release the results of 
my regular physicals, like the president does, of course. And so it just 
never really occurred to me. But I'm glad it's out, because I'm glad that I 
think people will pay attention. If they have spots, if they don't know what 
they are, certainly, people like me who are very fair-complected and who grew 
up in the southern part of the United States and in west Texas where I grew 
up, where the sun is pretty intense. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mm-hmm. 
 
Ms. BUSH: I've never really did a lot of sun-bathing like some of my friends 
did because I didn't tan, really, but, of course, I played outside for my 
whole childhood and spent the afternoons at the swimming pool and did all 
those things that we all did growing up in Texas, and so I was out in the sun 
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a lot. 
 
SCHIEFFER: In the president's own words, he said this has been a very 
difficult year. A difficult year... 
 
Ms. BUSH: That's right. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...for our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, for their families, for 
the Iraqi people. So it must have been a difficult year for you and the 
president. 
 
Ms. BUSH: It has been a difficult year. I mean, we've had, you know, 
we've--during the whole time George has been president, we've had things like 
the September 11th attack, different things that have happened that have been 
very difficult for us, as well as of course for all the American people. And 
I think this year, especially watching the violence in Iraq, is difficult for 
Americans, and difficult for people around the world to watch. And certainly, 
our worries--all of us, not just the president's and mine, but 
everybody's--about our troops who are deployed makes--made this year 
difficult. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Does the president bring his work home with him? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Sure, he lives with it 24 hours a day. You know, you don't have 
this job and not live with it 24 hours a day. I mean, I would say I do, too, 
and I don't have his job. I don't know all the things he knows, I don't hear 
all the briefings that he hears. So I don't worry as much, probably, as he 
does. But it's a 24-hour job, and he thinks about our troops every single 
day, all day, probably. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But you talk about it with him, and... 
 
Ms. BUSH: We talk about it, of course. We also try not to talk about it 
sometimes. We try to have--watch football on television, or baseball on 
television at night to relax, to try to not worry a little bit during the day, 
because it is so constant. But that's the fact of life for anybody who sits 
in the Oval Office. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Has this been an--a hard time for you and the president? I notice 
the president now says he--he wants to enlarge the Army. For so long, he said 
he didn't want to do that. He now concedes that we're not winning in Iraq. 
What's... 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, he said we weren't losing, either. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Yes. But was it hard for him to come to the conclusion like that, 
those kinds of conclusions? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, you know, the time tells me we're--as we go along with each 
step, things change. They're not always exactly the same and I don't think I 
would say it was hard for him to come to those conclusions. I mean, I think 
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those are just steps that he has to assess. All of those ideas, the things 
that came out of the Iraq Study Group or the other suggestions from other 
people, particularly his generals, you know, are the--are the things that he, 
as the president, has to assess and try to make the decisions that are best 
for our troops, for our country, that are the best for Iraq to try to 
stabilize the government there for them to have a chance to have 
reconciliation and build their government. We know Iraqis want to. We know 
they turned out to the polls in much higher percentage than we do in the 
United States when they voted. 
 
When I sat at a dinner during Ramadan that we hosted at the White House with, 
at my table, I had--I was seated next to the Iraqi ambassador, and also at my 
table was the ambassador from Afghanistan and Jordan and Saudi Arabia, and 
some other countries in that part of the world. And we were talking about 
voting, and the Iraqi ambassador very proudly said, `Seventy percent of our 
citizens voted in our elections,' and that shows what Iraqi people really 
want. 
 
I know how hard it must be to live like that. I also know people don't want 
to live like that. No one wants to live with terrorists. No one wants to go 
to the market and be afraid at the market that there's going to be some sort 
of explosion. And that's true worldwide, in all the other places around the 
world where, where there have been terrorist acts, random terrorist acts that, 
that target people who're just going about their daily life like what happened 
on September 11th. 
 
And I think it's a time for all of us, all around the world, to, to condemn 
that, to condemn that sort of terrorism, to condemn this daily terrorism that 
seems to be going on in Iraq that we see about, and in other parts of the 
world--not daily in other parts, but certainly, many, many parts of the world 
have had terrorist attacks. 
 
SCHIEFFER: When you and the president talk about things like this, I--my 
sense of it is you are one of the president's most influential advisers, 
whether you would admit that or not. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, I don't--I mean... 
 
SCHIEFFER: That's just my sense of it. Do you--do you say, `Now, just a 
minute here; that doesn't make sense.' Or do you say, `Have you thought about 
this?' How do--how do you all talk about things like that? 
 
Ms. BUSH: We talk about--no, I mean, I don't give him advice like, `Just a 
minute,' you know, `let me tell you what I think.' I don't--I'm not privy to 
everything he knows. And a lot of people who give him advice from other 
quarters--the ones that we read, particularly--aren't, either. You know, they 
don't know everything that he hears in a briefing every single day. And 
certainly, I know the advice that he takes the most to heart are--is from the 
people who do know, who actually have, you know, know what's happening on the 
ground--the generals, for instance, or the secretary of state, or the national 
security adviser, or the other people who--who spend their life, every minute 
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of their life, find--trying to try to find out what is actually happening and 
where the terrorist cells are and what we can do about that. 
 
So I don't do that. I mean, I'm his wife. You know, I want to have an 
opportunity to be with him in a way that's comforting for both of us, and I 
know that I wouldn't want him to constantly tell me what to do. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I always think about that. I mean, the president himself has told 
me in an interview that you sometimes do ask him to moderate... 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, of course. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...or change the tone, the dead or alive thing that you--you 
talked about. Generally, when my wife weighs in on things like that, I 
usually bristle. 
 
Ms. BUSH: You do listen. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I usually bristle at first, and then I cave. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Yeah, exactly. 
 
SCHIEFFER: How does he take that kind of advice? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, I would say maybe the same way. Not bristle, I don't--he 
doesn't bristle. But... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Not just a little? 
 
Ms. BUSH: You know, just like anybody that any spouse does not want to be 
told what to do by their spouse, or certainly any child, any grown child, 
doesn't want to be told, like we all experience with our children. And so, 
but we talk about things, a lot, of course. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mm-hmm. 
 
Ms. BUSH: But I don't see myself as his adviser. I'm his wife. You know, 
it's a totally different relationship. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Your friend, Craig Stapleton, who is now the ambassador to France, 
told someone that he thought you had made the president a better listener. Do 
you think that's right? 
 
Ms. BUSH: I don't know. I have no idea. He listens. He definitely 
listens. He's always been a good listener. He's very, very interested in 
people. He likes people. He likes to be around people. Does he like to 
talk? Sure. He talks a lot and a lot more than I do. You know, I picture 
myself, or I feature myself a much quieter person. The quiet only child 
librarian type that maybe I'm not really, but that's what I always thought of 
myself as. But he--he is a very good listener. He's also empathetic with 
people. He understands people, I think, in ways that I think I don't every 
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time. I see that he, you know, I can just tell it. I can tell by the way he 
talks to our troops when he's with them and I can tell by the way he talks to 
the kids, to our own children, as well as to kids that he meets everywhere. 
 
SCHIEFFER: We'll continue our interview after these messages. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me ask you about living in the White House. It's a wonderful 
place to live, but some presidents say it's an awful place to live, that it's 
almost a prison. Do you ever feel that sometimes when you get behind these 
gates the only people you talk to are the people you invite in? Do you you 
ever feel cut off sometimes from reality, that maybe this is not a good place? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Not cut off from reality, but cut off from nature is what bothers 
me the most because I really like to walk outside and I can walk out on these 
beautiful grounds that are out here. But that's one of the reasons I think we 
both like to go to the ranch and we like to go to Camp David because we can be 
outside there. We can walk outside. We can--he can ride his bike outside. 
All the things that both of us like to do because we both really grew up being 
outside a lot and that's one thing we like to do. We see people all the time 
and people that we invite here, obviously, our own good friends that are, by 
the way, a very big comfort for us. Our friends that we've had for many years 
that we've been--known at different times of our lives when we've been 
involved in other things. Our--having them come visit is really very 
important to us and we ask them very often. And our family members and we see 
them whenever we can and that's really important. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But, do you feel that you get a good picture of what's going on 
outside these gates? 
 
Ms. BUSH: I think we really do. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Are people--I find sometimes people may be reluctant to tell you 
something you might not want to hear. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, I mean, as George says, you know, people come to--his line 
he always likes about coming into the Oval Office when you--when he thinks 
people stand outside the Oval Office and say they're going to give the 
president what for and then they walk into the beautiful Oval Office with the 
sun streaming in the window on the south, and they say, `Mr. President, 
you're looking great.' That's one of his favorite funny lines. But so, sure, 
I'm sure there's a--that there's that chance. But I do, I think our friends 
are frank with us. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You... 
 
Ms. BUSH: And I certainly think our--his administration are frank and candid 
and he would want them to be. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You have said that your favorite part of the day is you all have 
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always gotten up early in the morning... 
 
Ms. BUSH: Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...and you have your coffee and you read the newspapers. Why is 
the president so reluctant to tell people he reads the newspapers? I know he 
reads the newspapers. 
 
Ms. BUSH: I think what he says is to the actual press, the ones he's with 
all the time. Their articles. He wants them to--he does not want to read and 
he doesn't read a lot of the articles on events where he was. He knows what 
happened. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mm-hmm. 
 
Ms. BUSH: He was there at the event. And I think it makes him mad, to be 
perfectly frank, at that--at those specific reporters who've written that 
because... 
 
SCHIEFFER: He doesn't think it's quite right. 
 
Ms. BUSH: He doesn't think it's quite right. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Because he was there. But he reads the newspapers, as you know. 
He reads a lot. He's a--he's reads a lot of books. 
 
SCHIEFFER: He likes biographies, I'm told. 
 
Ms. BUSH: He likes--he loves biographies. He loves history. He likes 
mysteries. He reads all of those and he's read a lot of books this year. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You have, in your own way, have been very strong for women, I 
think. I want to ask you about Harriet Miers. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you think that because she was a woman, or perhaps she didn't 
go to an ivy league school or perhaps she didn't clerk for a famous person, 
that perhaps she was held to a higher standard than other people might have 
been? 
 
Ms. BUSH: I don't know. I love Harriet. I know Harriet would have made a 
great justice. She's a wonderful friend. And when she went to law school, a 
lot of the big-name law schools had very, very few women. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mm-hmm. 
 
Ms. BUSH: She went to law school in the town she grew up in, in Dallas. She 
went to law school there. Her dad had died. I mean, that's where she lived 
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and went to law school. It was--at the time she was in law school, it was not 
that common for women to go to the big ivy league schools. I don't know if 
that had anything to do with it. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you think she was fairly treated? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Not really, but of course I would think that. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Have you been changed by living in the White House, and has the 
president been changed? And I ask that, because I remember that the story 
goes that you made the president, long before he was president or held office, 
you made him promise you that you would never... 
 
Ms. BUSH: He'd never give me a speech. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...have to make a speech, and yet you've become a fine speaker. 
And some would say the best advocate the president has. So I know you have 
changed in that way, but do you find that you've changed in other ways? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, sure. I mean, I hope I have. When you turn the age that 
George and I turned this year, you know, you hope you have matured and changed 
and grown up in a lot of ways. I don't know how much of that is from living 
in the White House and how much of that is just from this many years of 
maturity and this many years of living and this many years of seeing what 
really is important, which I think both George and I have a good view of 
what's important in life. And we know that our faith and our friends and our 
country and the, you know, best for people is what really is important. 
 
SCHIEFFER: How do you think he's changed? 
 
Ms. BUSH: I think he's changed in that way. I think he's also a lot more 
serious. I mean, George is a very, very funny person. One of the 
reasons--one of the things I liked most about him and one of the reasons I 
wanted to marry him was because I knew he'd make me laugh, that he'd be funny 
and that we would have an interesting and funny life and he still is funny, 
and he's--but, you know, there's a seriousness to living in the White House 
that doesn't make him so that he isn't funny anymore, but there's, there's 
definitely a very serious side of him that I think maybe I was not that aware 
of before. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I know our time is limited here. Let me just ask you, do you 
believe that we will have a less partisan atmosphere in Washington next year? 
Is there anything from this end of Pennsylvania Avenue you can do to make it 
less partisan that it seems to have been? 
 
Ms. BUSH: I think the president will try very hard to get along with the 
Congress. As you know, when he was governor of Texas we had a Democrat Senate 
and House of Representatives when he was elected, and he got along very well 
with them. In fact, Bob Bullock was our lieutenant governor, and Pete Laney, 
who was the speaker, both ended up being both very close friends of ours. And 
I think that George will make every effort. I think there are some things 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, December 24, 2006 9 
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

that--immigration legislation, for instance, that will pass, that both 
Democrats and Republicans and the president will try to come together on. 
Those are the big sort of issues, the big legislative issues that I think both 
sides can work together on. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Finally, is there anything you'd like to say to the families of 
the troops and to the troops that are out there and will be there over these 
holidays? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Well, I want to give them my love and my respect and tell them 
that President Bush and I are thinking about them and I know he'll make calls 
on Christmas Day to our troops, where they're deployed, all over the world. 
And I hope they know and I think they do know how the American people support 
them and are with them, and certainly their president is. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Does that ever leave your thoughts? 
 
Ms. BUSH: Never leaves our thoughts. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Mrs. Bush, thank you very much. You're very gracious. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Thank you very much, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And I want to wish you a very happy holiday. 
 
Ms. BUSH: Thanks, so much. Good to see you and merry Christmas. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Thank you. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: Finally today, in the midst of the debate over sending more troops 
to Iraq, former Secretary of State Colin Powell probably surprised some people 
when he said our military is about broken. I say that because in these days 
of the all-volunteer force, most of America has lost touch with our military. 
They're a community apart. Many Americans no longer even know someone who 
serves. Except for the one-half of 1 percent of Americans who do serve in the 
military, the war has made little difference in our lives. No tax increases, 
no rationing, no real hardship. We tell ourselves people serve in the 
all-volunteer force because they want to. We forget the specific promises we 
have made them. That they would serve for a specific period of time, that 
there would be a specific period of months between combat assignments. We may 
not even know that as the war has dragged on, those promises have been broken. 
To hold down costs and to play down the difficulty of the war, over and over, 
enlistments have been extended, the time between combat tours reduced and some 
troops are now heading back to Iraq for the fourth time. As the holiday 
season approaches, we always talk about remembering our troops and their 
families, but the talk rings hollow if we fail to understand what we have been 
putting them through. Whatever our future policy, if it is going to require a 
larger army, we must acknowledge that and pay for it. We cannot ask more of 
our military than we are already asking. Our troops deserve better. 
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That's it for us. We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


