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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, suddenly Iowa and New Hampshire are just a month away, and 
the campaign is heating up. Senator John McCain picked up a big endorsement yesterday in New 
Hampshire. Will that be enough to propel him ahead of Rudy Giuliani and Mitt Romney? And 
should immigration be the issue dominating the Republican contest? We'll ask him. He's here in 
the studio. 
 
Then we'll turn to the tightening race between top contenders Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. 
A new poll shows Senator Obama now ahead in Iowa. What's going on? We'll talk with the 
advisers for the two campaigns in the lead nationally: David Axelrod for the Obama campaign, 
and Howard Wolfson for the Clinton campaign. 
 
Then I'll have a final word on Iraq. Even some doubters are now saying the surge may be 
working. 
 
But first, to Senator John McCain on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer: FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer. And now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And good morning again. Senator McCain is in the studio with us this morning. 
 
And, Senator, you got the endorsement of the Manchester Union Leader yesterday. That is the 
statewide newspaper in New Hampshire. 
 
Senator JOHN McCAIN (Republican, Arizona; 2008 Presidential Candidate): Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Is New Hampshire it for you? Is New Hampshire make or break for the McCain 
campaign? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: I don't know if you'd call it make or break, Bob, but it's very important. We all 
know that. Since 1980, the person who has won--either party--two of the first three primaries--
South Carolina, Iowa and New Hampshire--has been the nominee of the party. I'm very 
appreciative of the Union Leader endorsement. Joe McQuaid is a tough guy--a tough guy to 
please, as a matter of fact--the publisher of the paper. And editors all came to this decision. I'm 
grateful for it, and I think it'll give us a boost. But I still got to go out there. I may have to go up 
tonight--I think it's going to be snowing up there tonight--and do the door-to-door, the town hall 
meetings. People expect to see you. And we're working hard there. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Have you basically written off Iowa? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: No, I haven't. It's tough in Iowa. We've got a lot--we--to say the least, we have a 
lot of work to do. We have a very good organization in Iowa. We have a very strong organization 
there, and I'm trying to continue to make headway. We're going to be out there the 12th, 13th. 
There's a, I think, a Des Moines Register debate, and we'll keep working there. 
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SCHIEFFER: But you're not in any way in contention out there at this point? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: I--we think we're, you know, because of the nature of the caucus, that we've got a 
good organization, and we've got a lot of volunteers standing by, and a lot of people are going to 
show up at the caucuses. But, look, we've got a lot of work to do. We've got a lot of work to do in 
South Carolina, although we continue to come up strongly there, too. 
 
SCHIEFFER: The big story in Iowa, of course, this week is that Mike Huckabee has moved into 
the lead now in The Des Moines Register poll. He has the lead over Mitt Romney for the first 
time. I think he spent about $300,000 out there, and Romney's spent millions of dollars out there. 
What's going on with this Huckabee campaign? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Well, you know, I think one of the lessons here is debates matter. I don't think 
there's any doubt that Governor Huckabee has done well in the--in the last few debates. He's got a 
kind of a--he's got a very pleasant way about him, he's very concise. He--his line about Jesus was 
smart enough not to run for public office or be a politician I think was a great line he had the 
other night. So I think he's a force to be reckoned with in the Republican primary. You never 
know how these things are going to turn out, but I'm not surprised that he's doing better. 
 
SCHIEFFER: David Broder in The Washington Post today suggests that maybe a good ticket for 
the Republicans would be John McCain and Huckabee. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Could you see him as a running mate? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Oh, I think you could see a scenario. But, my friend, where I am it's a little bit 
ambitious to be thinking about those things. But he certainly brings a lot to the table. But that 
decision is something that--after I win the nomination, I'll come on the show and we'll go through 
the various attributes of a lot of good people. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let's talk about the subject that seems to be dominating at least the 
Republican debates now, and that is immigration. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I'd like to ask you first, why immigration? I mean, we've got a war going on in 
Iraq; Americans are dying there. It costs, what, about $10 billion a month? Is that right? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Maybe my figures--I'd have to check that. But an enormous amount of money. And 
yet every Republican debate, it seems to be--come down to a shouting match over immigration. 
We saw this last one with Romney and Giuliani going at it, hammer and tongue. Why 
immigration? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: I think there's a great deal of emotion associated with it because people see we 
have broken borders, and they view it, appropriately to some degree, as a national security issue. 
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We're seeing Hispanic citizens who are noncitizens in parts of America that they've never seen 
them before. Whenever there's been a wave of immigration into this country, whether it's legal or 
illegal, there's been a certain backlash. You can go all the way back to the Irish and "Irish need 
not apply," you know, to the signs in stores in the 19th century. 
 
And unfortunately, in some ways, it's gotten, I think, too emotional and too intense. Because we 
know the borders have to be secured. But we also know we have to have a temporary worker 
program that works and some kind of way of addressing 12 million people who are here illegally. 
And I want anyone who has ever broken any law in America held responsible. We cannot reward 
anyone for illegal behavior, crossing our border illegally, and we have to make sure that 
employers don't hire people. But I'd also like to--and our first obligation, the lesson I got from the 
debate in the Senate, Americans want the borders secured. So we have to secure the borders first. 
They didn't trust us or believe us that when we said we'd do it. So we have to do that first. But 
just let me add, and I--as I've pointed out, they are God's children. There are people who are 
being abused, as we've spoken, that are human--as we're speaking who are human beings, and 
people who are bad people are having them work and not paying them, people are being 
exploited, the coyotes are doing terrible things. There're shootouts on our freeways in Arizona, 
our emergency rooms are overcrowded, these safe houses, terrible things happen. So there is a 
humanitarian side to this issue, and I think maybe we ought to also take that in consideration. 
 
SCHIEFFER: There was a time, way back, when you were the leading Republican candidate... 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...in the polls. Do you think the fact--the positions you have taken on immigration, 
is that the reason you're not leading now? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: I don't--first of all, I think the reason why I'm not leading now is that I didn't do 
well enough. But second of all, I--there's no doubt that the immigration issue has hurt me in 
many ways. But that's--you got to do what you think is right. When I took my position on the 
surge, when I was the only one of all these people running say `you got to do the surge,' and four 
years ago that the Rumsfeld strategy was doomed to failure and it was terrible, at that time they 
said you would be hurt very badly. You got to do what you think is right, Bob, and I've been 
around long around to know there are things more important than blowing with the political 
winds, and that has to do with restoring trust and confidence in the government and in the 
presidency. And I think I can do that. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me ask you about some of the other people in the race with you right now. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you think Rudy Giuliani has changed his position on immigration? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Well, I don't think there's any doubt that he and Governor Romney have changed 
their position on immigration, and I'm sure they can answer for that and their reasons for it. But 
it's a matter of record that they have. 
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SCHIEFFER: What do you think about that, the fact that they--you're talking about you got to do 
what's right... 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. People are free to change their positions on any issue. They just have, 
in my view, to convince the American people that the reasons for it are legitimate, and I'll leave 
that up to them. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me ask you a little bit about the surge. You talked about that. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: There is no question now that the violence, the trends toward violence are down in 
Iraq, and most people believe it's because of these extra troops that we surged in there. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But now the troops are coming--starting--we're starting to withdraw them. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Now that the violence is down, Senator, do you think we ought to rethink maybe 
bringing these troops back at the same schedule we're bringing them, or that we've announced 
we're bringing them back? 
 
Sen. McCAIN: First of all, let me point out, it is succeeding, and there's no doubt about that. 
Now, al-Qaeda's on the run, but they're not beat, and I think we ought to really appreciate that, 
and too rapid a withdrawal, I think, you could lose every gain we've made. And General Petraeus 
would be the first one to say it. We are succeeding. And I think that we ought to, when we get 
down to the pre-surge levels, address the situation as it exists at the time, using the judgment of 
General Petraeus and General Odierno. But I also want to point out, if we'd have done what the 
Democrats wanted to do six months ago and withdraw, al-Qaeda would be bragging to the world 
that they beat America. They were wrong then, and now we see this kind of bizarre shift, well, 
militarily, which they said we've lost--they said we've lost seven months ago militarily--now, 
they say, `OK, well, we're winning militarily but we're not doing the right thing politically.' My 
friend, there are no Thomas Jeffersons in Iraq. We found out after the fall of the Soviet--then-
Soviet Union that democracy is a hard thing to bring into a country. Saddam Hussein killed 
anybody who was. And I'm not making any excuses for the Maliki government, but I am saying 
to you that it's tough. It's really tough, and the toughest part is rule of law, which my friend 
Lindsey Graham has been working on very hard. But I think we can see and are seeing local 
political cooperation, some de facto oil revenue sharing. I'm hoping that they will pass this 
reverse de-Baathification. 
 
SCHIEFFER: But they haven't, and that's the downside of all of this. The whole idea of the surge, 
Senator... 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...was to quiet things down so they could do something, and they've done nothing. 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, December 2, 2007  
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

5 

 
Sen. McCAIN: Well, it hasn't been quiet for long, number one. And number two, I share your 
frustration and your tone of voice. But I want to point out they are doing de facto oil revenue 
sharing. There is tremendous cooperation at the local level. Now they've got to show us some 
more progress. I agree with that. But it took us a long time to turn this military situation around, 
and you've got to have an environment of military security before the political, economic and 
social process moves forward. And I'm very guardedly optimistic. People are coming back to 
Iraq, and those who predicted--many of them the most respected people you and I know--that this 
conflict was lost ought to admit that maybe they were wrong. I've been wrong on--from time to--
from time to time. But more importantly, let's get on--all get on board now and push forward--
push for this political process to move forward and recognize that we have a real chance of 
succeeding here, and it's going to be long and hard and tough. And al-Qaeda is not done. They're 
not finished. But, boy, we've come a long way. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Senator, thank you so much. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And we hope to see you here again before we get to those first primaries and 
caucuses. Thanks for being with us this morning. 
 
Sen. McCAIN: Look forward to it. Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER: We'll be back with the key advisers to the Clinton and Obama campaigns in just 
one minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: And joining us now from Des Moines, Iowa, David Axelrod. He is the chief 
strategist for the Obama campaign. With us here in Washington, Howard Wolfson, who is the 
communications director for the Clinton campaign. 
 
Well, David Axelrod, let me go to you first because the Obama campaign has some good news 
this week. Senator Obama has moved ahead of Hillary Clinton in Iowa. How did that happen? 
What's that about? 
 
Mr. DAVID AXELROD (Chief Strategist, Obama Campaign): Well, what happened, Bob, is that 
Barack Obama spent the last eight or nine months meeting the people of Iowa, sharing with them 
his views of where we have to go as a country, his sense that we need to get past this sort of 
discord and partisanship and bitterness in Washington and start solving problems and push back 
on the special interests and level with people about the challenges we face and what we need to 
do about them. And people are responding, and this is true not just in Iowa, but there are a couple 
of polls over the weekend in New Hampshire that showed the race narrowing to a single-digit 
race. 
 
But, you know, we weren't jumping up and down about the polls when they weren't friendly. 
We're not jumping up and down about them now. We understand there's a lot of hard work to do 
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between now and January 3rd, and he's going to be out here every day continuing to meet people 
and pushing for change in this country. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let's see Howard Wolfson. He doesn't seem to be jumping up and down here. 
He's seated very comfortably. 
 
Mr. HOWARD WOLFSON (Communications Director, Clinton Campaign): I never jump up 
and down. 
 
SCHIEFFER: What's going on? 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: Well, look, we started out this race, we were always ahead in the polls 
nationally, but when we started out, we were not ahead in Iowa; we were behind. We're running 
against somebody from a neighboring state. We're running against somebody in John Edwards 
who had been there for some time, had run there in 2003 and 2004. We've made progress, and I 
think the race now is, as I think David would probably suggest, pretty much a dead heat in Iowa, 
and it's going to be a very exciting month. We are very much looking forward to it. We're going 
to have a choice. Iowans are going to have a choice. They take this process very seriously, and 
they're going to have a choice between somebody who has a record, a lifetime record of fighting 
for change, and somebody who during this week--you said it was a good week for Senator 
Obama--somebody who hasn't always done what he said he would do, hasn't always come 
through with what he said. You look at health care. When he announced his healthcare plan, he 
said it would cover every American. It would guarantee coverage for every American. Now we 
know that is not true. And he's running an ad in New Hampshire saying it covers every 
American. We've asked the Obama campaign to take that ad down. It does not cover every 
American. 
 
I would ask David, does Senator Obama's plan cover every American? 
 
Mr. AXELROD: Yeah, Howard, don't ask me. Ask The Washington Post. They actually wrote on 
this subject, and what they said after looking at both our plans, it could be a struggle for Clinton 
to find someone who wants health insurance but doesn't qualify under the Obama plan because 
it's not clear such a person exists. 
 
Look, let's be clear about this, Bob. In August, when Senator Clinton was doing better, she sat on 
a stage at a debate and praised Senator Obama for supporting a universal health care plan. Our 
plan hasn't changed. What's changed are those poll numbers that you mentioned. So this is a 
political argument. We have a fundamental difference... 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: No, it's not--it doesn't... 
 
Mr. AXELROD: ...in one--just a second, Howard. We had a fundamental difference with one 
part of her plan. She thinks that the way we should solve this problem is to order every American 
to buy health insurance. And if they don't, she would garnish their wages, take it out of their 
paycheck through the IRS, presumably. We believe the problem isn't that they don't want to buy 
it. We believe it's the--that they can't afford it. And the way to solve this problem is to bring 
down the cost of health care, provide subsidies... 
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Mr. WOLFSON: David... 
 
Mr. AXELROD: ...to people who can't afford it. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: Dave--David, I notice that you didn't give a yes or no answer. I know that you 
say that Senator Obama likes to give yes or no answers. He... 
 
Mr. AXELROD: All right, Howard, the answer--the answer's yes, Howard. The answer is yes. 
And by the way, the same experts who you're quoting who say we don't cover everyone say you 
guys don't cover everyone. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: No, that's not true. 
 
Mr. AXELROD: The truth is we both have good plans, Howard. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: That's not... 
 
Mr. AXELROD: We both have good plans. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: We both have good plans, but our plan is better because it covers everyone, and 
your plan leaves 15 million people out. 
 
Mr. AXELROD: That's not--well, we'll let the voters--we'll let the voters... 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: Indeed we will. 
 
SCHIEFFER: OK. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: Indeed we will. 
 
Mr. AXELROD: We'll let the voters decide that. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let's change the subject just a little bit. One of the things that the Obama people 
have been saying is that Hillary Clinton would do more to unite Republicans than any other 
likely Democratic candidate. What's your answer to that? 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: The answer is that Senator Clinton has been tested. People know where she 
stands, they know what she's done. She has faced up to the Republican machine, and she beat it 
back in the '90s. And in New York she ran, people said she wouldn't win, she won 
overwhelmingly. In 2006 she had a huge landslide. We had Republican votes, independent votes. 
She has worked with Republicans in the Senate to get results and get things done. So it's a false 
argument. 
 
SCHIEFFER: We're going to have to take a break here, but I'm going to let David Axelrod 
respond to that when we come back in just a second. 
 
(Announcements) 
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SCHIEFFER: So, David Axelrod, why did your people suggest that Hillary Clinton would be the 
one that would really unite Republicans? 
 
Mr. AXELROD: Well, I don't think it takes--it's not us who suggested it. I think that's a widely-
held view, and all you have to do is listen to the Republicans or look at any polling data to see it. 
The fact is that--look, she is a good and able person, and I'm not here to suggest otherwise. But 
the reality is that every poll suggests she'd go into this general election with the highest negatives 
of any nominee we've ever had. And this is an election in which I think we can bring in 
independents and disaffected Republicans, and--but not if we're, if our rhetoric is all about 
turning the heat up on the Republicans and all of this partisan back and forth. We need a 
president who's going to bring this country together, and I think to win this election we need a 
president who can attract people. You know, in Iowa they just had a poll, and Obama was 10 or 
15 points ahead of Senator Clinton against every one of the major Republican candidates. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you--do you have to win Iowa? It seems to me if Hillary Clinton wins Iowa, it's 
going to be very difficult to defeat her. Do you have to win Iowa? 
 
Mr. AXELROD: Well, I would think if Barack Obama wins Iowa, it's going to be very difficult 
for them. Look, everybody has to do well in Iowa. Iowa's sort of the gateway, the toll booth 
through which one passes through this process. And we've said this from the beginning. I'm not 
going to suggest to you what--you know, I'll let you guys determine what the finish has to be, but 
we know we have to do well here, and we are doing well here. 
 
SCHIEFFER: What's the most important voting bloc for you, Howard Wolfson? 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: Well, I think every voting bloc is important. Obviously, we think we can do 
particularly well with women in a general election. We think that there are Republican women 
and independent women who will be excited about the possibility of... 
 
SCHIEFFER: But you're losing them in Iowa, it seems like. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: That's what one poll suggests. I'm not sure that that's true. And I think poll after 
poll consistently shows in a national level that we are doing extremely well with women there, 
the basis of our support. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And, David, Obama does not seem to be doing as well among African-Americans 
as Hillary Clinton is, when we--when we talk about voting blocs here. What--why is that? What 
do you make of that? 
 
Mr. AXELROD: Well, I think a lot of it has to do with familiarity, Bob. You know, when we 
started the Senate race in Illinois, he only had a third of the African-American vote. By the time 
the primary occurred, he got 92 percent of the vote against him. Very tough candidates, because 
the--you know, African-American voters are just like everyone else. They want to know who you 
are, what you've done. They don't know, for example, that he was a community organizer on the 
South Side of Chicago, that he was a civil rights lawyer. They don't know about the things he's 
done to bring tax relief to low-income people and health care, and--or fighting racial profiling 
with landmark laws, or fighting to reform the death penalty. They don't know these things. 
 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, December 2, 2007  
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

9 

Mr. WOLFSON: Right. David is... 
 
Mr. AXELROD: When they--when they do... 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: Right. 
 
Mr. AXELROD: I think he's going to do very, very well. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: David is right. There's a lot that voters don't know about Barack Obama, and 
one thing that they don't know we found out this week, which is that he has been using and 
operating a so-called leadership PAC in apparent contravention of campaign finance laws, taking 
in money from lobbyists despite the fact that he said he doesn't take money from lobbyists, taking 
in money from lobbyists and giving money out to candidates in New Hampshire and Iowa to 
support his presidential campaign. Senator Clinton does not have such a PAC, others have shut 
theirs down. I would call on David. 
 
David, will you shut down Senator Obama's slush fund? 
 
Mr. AXELROD: Well, Howard, you know, one thing, before I answer that question, one of the 
interesting things in this Des Moines Register poll is that, by a very wide margin, people believe 
Senator Clinton is running a negative campaign, and what you just did is one of the reasons they 
feel that way. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Twenty seconds. Give us a quick response to his charge here. 
 
Mr. AXELROD: I think there's no--there's--I'm not sure that there's any money left in that 
leadership PAC, and it's gone to candidates all over the country because we're trying to elect 
Democrats, and that's what we should be doing. 
 
Mr. WOLFSON: So you--so you won't shut it down, David? 
 
Mr. AXELROD: I think it is shut down, Howard. I think it's--I don't know that there's any money 
left in it. 
 
SCHIEFFER: It's shut down here because we're out of time. 
 
Mr. AXELROD: OK. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Back with a final word in a sec. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: The best advice I ever got on covering foreign policy was when someone said, 
`Don't ever make news of a cease-fire the lead in a story about the Middle East.' The lesson being 
events are always so fragile there that the cease-fire would most likely be broken before the story 
made print or got on television. That's why we shouldn't be rolling out the `mission 
accomplished' banner again in Iraq, at least not just yet. Things have quieted down considerably. 
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The additional troops the administration put into Iraq this year have made a difference. Frankly, 
more of a difference than I would have thought. And those troops deserve great credit. 
 
But we must also keep our eye on the prize, or in this case the continuing lack of one. The whole 
idea of sending those troops in was to quiet things down so the factions within the Iraqi 
government could work out ways to share power and rule the country. And so far they haven't 
moved an inch. Parliament took the summer off. And since its members got back, they have 
managed to do exactly nothing. Until they do, until there is some progress in solving the 
problems that are the root cause of this violence, the turmoil may return once our troops leave. 
 
So where do we go from there? Immigration has dominated the recent presidential debates, and it 
is important, to be sure. But Iraq is still the place where Americans are dying. We need to be 
hearing more about that. 
 
That's it for us. We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 
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