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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, as Iraqis head to the polls to elect a government, the debate over America's 
role in the war intensifies.  We'll hear from the congressman who triggered the current debate, John Murtha, 
and we'll get the other side from Senator Jeff Sessions. 
 
John Murtha is no knee-jerk anti-war activist.  He's an ex-Marine and twice wounded in Vietnam.  So when he 
said it is time to pull back our forces, people listened.  But Senator Jeff Sessions, who's a member of the 
Armed Services Committee, could not disagree more.  He says we're making progress in Iraq.  We'll give them 
equal time at what both sides agree is a crucial turning point in the war. 
 
My final word today is about merry holidays and the politics of religious details.  But first, Iraq and where the 
war goes from here on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob Schieffer.  And 
now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And joining us now in the studio, Congressman Murtha of Pennsylvania. 
 
Congressman, welcome.  I must say when you took the stand you did, it really caught a lot of people, I think, 
by surprise.  Were you surprised at the intense reaction that your comments generated? 
 
Representative JOHN MURTHA (Democrat, Pennsylvania; Ranking, Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee):  Well, I was surprised and I think it wouldn't have been so intense if they hadn't gone so far 
out.  For instance, for the White House spokesperson to say what he said and for that woman--say I was a 
coward, I think if they hadn't gone that far, they'd have talked about the substance of what I said, it might have 
been a lot less recognition to what I was saying.  But the point was people are way ahead of the Congress.  
They're way ahead of the administration.  They want this thing--a re--a change in direction in this thing.  So I'm 
convinced that even though they ra--handled it badly at first, it would have still gone on.  Because people--every 
place I go, people tell me--80 percent of the calls I'm getting are supporting the position I'm taking.  And most 
of them, I'm sure, don't know exactly what I'm saying. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, one thing, some people said you were advocating cut and run, and that is not exactly what 
you advocated.  You talked about pulling troops back to the borders... 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Yeah.  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...where they could be used as a strike force... 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Yeah.  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...from time to time. 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Well, Bob, I felt early on we needed a lot more troops in there. I felt that we needed 
500,000 troops maybe and we needed to totally mobilize and even have a draft.  But that was 18 months ago.  
A year ago, I said we can't win this militarily, and so I've finally come to the conclusion that we've become the 
enemy and that there's no alternative.  Every day we're there, we inadvertently kill people.  And the way we do it 
is I advocate you send in mortars, you send in rockets, you send in artillery and air, but that makes enemies. 
 
And so since we've become enemies, since most of the people over there want us to be out of there, th--I 
advocate we withdraw.  We redeploy to the surrounding area.  And if something happens--now I'm not talking 
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about civil war.  I mean, they've got to settle this themselves.  We've got to give the Iraqis the incentive to settle 
this themselves.  And if something happens in the area where it's a terrorist camp that affects the security of the 
United States or our allies, we can go back in, and it won't take more than 50,000 troops to do that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Now you say we're in a civil war, but that does raise the question, Congressman, if there is a civil 
war going on there now, wouldn't it be worse to pull our troops out at this point? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Bob, I think it will be the opposite.  And I've come to the conclusion after a lot of study, a 
lot of thinking about this thing that it'll actually be less terrorism.  You've got to look at the terrorism vs. 
insurgency.  In Afghanistan, we had terrorism and terrorism affected the United States because they attacked 
the towers.  It affected London.  It affects Spain.  It affects Saudi Arabia.  But insurgency is what's going on 
inside Iraq itself and only a very small percentage of the people in the insurgency are foreign fighters and a very 
small percentage of the foreign fighters are al-Qaida.  And I'm convinced once we're out of there, we're no 
longer the enemy.  The Iraqis will take care of this themselves.  Al-Qaida will be dismissed.  So I believe there'll 
be less terrorism, less chance of--they'll be more stable in the Middle East because of it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, outline for me what you think will happen because so many people who advocate our 
continuing there say the minute we leave al-Qaida wins. 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Yes.  And when you look at the figures now, when you think that less than 7 percent are 
foreign fighters and a small percentage of the foreign fighters are al-Qaida, how can they say that they're going to 
control the country?  Iraq is going to control this themselves.  The majority of the people in Iraq are in favor of 
us getting out now.  We have become the enemy. So I'm convinced once we get out of here, that--and redeploy 
to the surrounding area where we can go back in if something affects our national security. 
 
When we went in there at first, we went with inadequate forces to make the transition to peace.  It's an illusion 
now that we can settle this thing.  We can't do nation building.  We can't police the world.  And that's what 
we're trying to do.  So I am convinced--and one other thing let me say.  We spent $277 billion at this point.  
There's $50 billion on the table right now in the appropriations bill that's waiting to be signed or waiting to be 
passed. They'll ask for another $100 billion next year.  You're talking about $425 billion paying for this war 
when the military's done everything it can do.  It toppled Saddam Hussein.  It defeated his army.  And now we 
need to redeploy them.  They're broken.  The Army is stretched so thin and there's critical shortages they can't 
refill. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just go back to this whole business about insurgents vs. terrorists.  Do you think 
they're--you say there is a civil war under way. Is that just going to have to play itself out and one side or the 
other's going to have to win? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  I read a book by David McCullough, "1776."  You know, France helped us win the war.  
They didn't stay there after we won the war and try to tell us how to run the government, and we're not going to 
be able to run the government in Iraq.  They're going to have to do this themselves.  They have to have an 
incentive.  What I worry about, something you and I talked about before the program started, if you tell the 
Iraqis something they've got infiltrators in our own forces that tell the enemy what we're doing and then when 
we go in and we push people out of their homes, we make enemies.  It's not the military's fault.  It's just one of 
those things that happened the way we operate.  So you have to--if you give them equipment, we don't know 
who they're going to use that equipment against.  They could use it against somebody that's our friend but their 
enemy.  So this only can be settled by the Iraqis. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, President Bush would argue if he were sitting here that progress is being made.  He 
would talk about benchmarks that have already been reached.  But you say the benchmarks are not being met. 
 You talk about water production, oil production, electricity, the level of violence.  You say they come up short 
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on every front, but I would ask you this, Congressman.  Iraqis are going to the polls this week to elect a 
government.  That's the first time they've ever had a chance to do that.  Isn't that the biggest benchmark of all? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Well, I don't know that it's the biggest benchmark but it's certainly important.  There's no 
question getting rid of Saddam Hussein turned out to be something that was the right thing, but on the other 
hand, there's a lot of violence now.  And I'm convinced we've done everything we can do now. OK.  It's time 
for us to go back and change course and that's what the American public's looking for.  The American public 
says, `We've spent a lot of money over there.  We've got a lot of things here.' 
 
I talked to somebody the other day, a reporter--a very well-known reporter, who said they're in Pakistan.  He 
said Pakistan's better off after the earthquake than the people of New Orleans because we haven't reacted as 
quickly back there.  This money that we're spending over there is irreplaceable and, of course, increasing our 
deficit, but also the Army is not able to use the money they need to protect us against future insurgencies--not 
insurgencies but conventional type work. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Congressman, how many people have signed on to your plan yet? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Well, the last I looked it was 72 signed on, on Friday. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And it is very interesting to me that it has sort of split Democrats.  It's put them all over the lot.  
For example, Joe Lieberman says the Democrats shouldn't undermine the president's credibility.  And he says 
when we do that, we're doing it at our own peril.  Do you think you've the president's credibility? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Bob, let me tell you what undermines the president's credibility.  He says we've weapons of 
mass destruction.  He says we got an al-Qaida connection.  He says there's a nuclear connection.  He sends 
troops into a fighting area without body armor.  He sends inadequate forces into the area for the transition to 
peace.  The mistakes that they've made is what undermines their credibility.  And of course, once we become 
the enemy, 80 percent of the people in Iraq want us out; 50 percent, 45 percent, say it's all right to kill 
Americans.  The surrounding area, Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia say to us, more chance of democracy if we 
withdraw or if we redeploy to the surrounding area. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  With the people that we have in Iraq now, do you believe we could meet a security threat 
elsewhere in the world? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Absolutely not.  We could deploy but we couldn't sustain a deployment.  We can't sustain 
this deployment for any length of time.  We right now are sending people back four and five times.  A very 
small proportion of the American public is involved in this thing, the families and the troops themselves.  I 
voted for a draft.  Only two of us did, so obviously we're not going to have a draft.  But it's unfair to the people 
to continue putting them in harm's way when there's a better way to do it.  And there's only two plans, Bob.  
That's my plan and the president's plan. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Congressman, was this hard for you because you were a hawk on this whole operation.  You're 
an ex-Marine.  You were twice wounded in Vietnam. You're not the knee-jerk, anti-war activist.  Was it hard for 
you to finally make the decision to say what you say? 
 
Rep. MURTHA:  Yeah, it was hard, but I kept looking at the facts.  And I kept saying to myself, I can't 
continue on.  I go out to the hospitals.  I see these young folks that are wounded so badly.  I see they're upbeat. 
 I'm so proud of them.  But I see them and I think to myself, we've got to do this a better way now that we've 
become the enemy.  We have to find a better way do it.  And then in addition to that, I see that we don't have 
enough troops to carry out the job we're doing right now.  We go into Fallujah.  We have to pull out.  We go 
into these other places, we have to pull out.  So, you know, the Iraqis got to settle this themselves. 
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SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Congressman, we'll stop there.  Thank you very much. 
 
We'll be back in a moment with the Republican point of view. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And to continue on this same subject, from Mobile, Alabama, Senator Jeff Sessions.  He is a 
Republican, of course, a member of the Armed Services Committee. 
 
Well, Senator, you heard Congressman Murtha.  I think I'll just give you a chance to say what did you think 
about what he had to say. 
 
Senator JEFF SESSIONS (R-AL; Armed Services Committee):  You know, Congressman Murtha--I thought a 
lot about this--he's got a lot of experience in these issues, but the fact is his view and his tactics and strategy for 
handling Iraq is not what our generals favor.  General Abizaid--I flew in with him on a C-130.  He's never 
believed that we should have large footprint in that country, keep it as small as possible, at least, and he believes 
that the drawdown should not be too fast now, although we absolutely want to reduce the number of troops we 
have in Iraq.  We're going to have an election this week. We had eight million people vote in January for the 
interim government, and then we had the constitution with 10 million people voted in October, and now 
hopefully we'll have even more because the Sunnis are urging everybody to vote this time. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me ask you... 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  So we're making some progress, but a precipitous withdrawal at this time I think could 
destabilize what we've accomplished so far. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let me just ask you about a couple of things specifically that Congressman Murtha said.  
He said we have become the enemy.  Do you believe that's the case? 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  No, I don't.  I believe the people would like us to go in general, but they don't want to go--us 
to go too quickly.  We've heard that over and over again.  There was an article in my local paper here in 
Mobile today from a group of--husband-and-wife team with the Corps of Engineers. They said the people love 
us over there.  I know that some want to see us go certainly--we'd like to go--but we need to make sure that 
government that we've invested so much in establishing is successful.  Our generals say we should not go too 
fast.  We should be operating on a timetable consistent with what happened--what's happening on the ground. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, you say that you don't think there ought to be a large footprint there.  Now basically what 
Congressman Murtha has said--some in the beginning accused him of wanting to cut and run, and I think that 
that is not what he was talking about.  He was talking about pulling the forces out of the front lines, keeping 
about 50,000 troops either along the border or perhaps in Kuwait so that if there was an act of terrorism, they 
could go in and respond. But basically what he is saying is that there's nothing more that we can do. He says 
from here on in, the Iraqis have to do it. 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  Well, the Iraqis do need to step up.  We need to challenge them to step up, and they are 
stepping up.  There were over 100,000, 130,000 Iraqi security forces helping secure the January election this 
year.  We'll have over--almost 100,000 more helping to secure this election.  They're taking some heavy 
casualties, yet they continue to sign up.  I would just say that Congressman Murtha, the way he explained it 
today, is at least presenting a proposal that's worthy of discussion.  I think his original comments were either 
misconstrued or maybe he misstated what he said, but Howard Dean saying we're losing and we're going to 
need to pull out, the leader of the Democratic Party making those kinds of statements, are very, very damaging. 
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 They may make our soldiers at greater risk, they undermine our credibility and make it more difficult to 
establish a good and decent government in Iraq. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, what points would you agree with Congressman Murtha on here this morning, Senator? 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  I would agree that our goal should be to turn this government over to the Iraqi people as 
soon as possible and to pull our troops down as soon as possible.  I believe that the people we ought to listen to 
are our commanders.  General Casey, I was there when he took command of that, and General Abizaid, who 
has been there and was raised in the Middle East, speaks Arabic.  I believe they understand this and have been 
more deeply involved, and that's who we should stay with.  President Bush was re-elected president. He 
proposed how to conduct this war and he's carrying it on in that fashion. We can't have two different policies.  
We've got to have one policy.  We don't need to be undermining our soldiers and the success that's been 
achieved by some of this talk, I think, that's far too negative, that overlooks the progress that's been made. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, I--you're not saying we shouldn't debate all of this? 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  No, no, that's fine to debate it.  I think there's some areas that we can improve and we ought 
to focus on, like electricity and producing more oil.  We're behind schedule in those two areas.  I'd like to see a 
lot of talk about that and make some more progress in that area.  But security does seem to be strengthening 
from the Iraqi point of view.  The economy is projected to do a good bit better next year.  It grew this year.  
But schools are certainly better.  Three thousand have been rehabilitated, 30,000 teachers trained.  Hospitals 
are being improved.  So there's a lot of good things that are happening that the soldiers tell me time and time 
and time again are not being reported, and they feel much more optimistic than what we hear from the news 
media. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What do you think the impact on the military itself has been, Senator?  Because obviously, 
Congressman Murtha, who truly does know a lot about that because of the positions he's held in the Congress. 
 How do you think the impact has been on our military? 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  Well, I've been to Iraq three times.  I have been to Afghanistan three.  I've talked to the 
commanders and to soldiers.  I've visited with families who've lost loved ones.  And let me just say this.  Look 
at retention.  The units that come back from Iraq have unprecedented retention.  They're above the Army's 
goals.  They--the National Guard units that come back from Iraq have unusually high retention.  They are 
proud of what they're doing, Bob.  You talk to them about it.  They believe in what they're doing and the only 
thing that worries them is that Congress will lose its nerve and we'll pull out before the job is done and make 
the sacrifice and efforts that they've given to make this a success--undermine it and make it a failure. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But the... 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  That's what worries them.  I hear that repeatedly. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Recruitment is down, though, Senator.  You would concede that. 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  Recruitment is not where we want it to be, Bob.  It is up--the--I think mothers are seeing 
violence on TV every night and they're worried about their young people signing up.  But one reason--but we're 
really not down.  It's just that we're not meeting the enhanced goals we set to increase the size of the Army.  We 
definitely want to up--increase the number of personnel and so we've set a good bit higher goals.  And we're not 
meeting all of that with the Army.  Marines are meeting their goals; so is the Navy and Air Force. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What do you think the mood of the Congress is right now toward Iraq?  After all, we do have 
congressional elections in the House coming next year. 
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Sen. SESSIONS:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  There are a lot of people that are thinking about how this is going to impact on their races.  Do 
you think the president will be able to retain the support that he had about this war?  Because we--in every poll 
we see, we see support for the war is failing. 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  Well, I think the president is moving those numbers some, and he's definitely going to have 
to lead on it, Bob.  He's going to have to speak out consistently and regularly and explain to the American 
people what's occurring.  Perhaps that was not done enough in recent months.  But if he does that and we have 
a good election in--this coming week, a permanent government for the first time will be elected for four years 
and we begin to draw down those troops as we hope to be able to do and expect to be able to do, I think things 
are going to look a lot better a year from now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What about the secretary of Defense?  A lot of rumors in Washington--rightly or wrongly, there 
are a lot of rumors out there that secretary of Defense Rumsfeld is leaving, and one of the names that's been 
mentioned as a replacement is Democrat Joe Lieberman.  What do you know about any of that? 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  Well, I admire Secretary Rumsfeld greatly.  I don't think he's indicated--he's not planning to 
leave, but he certainly has said repeatedly--he's told the president whenever he feels that someone else is better 
for the job, he's willing to leave.  I think he'll remain there, and I support him.  Joe Lieberman, I--the last time I 
went to Iraq, we went together.  He was the ranking member on my Senate Armed Services Subcommittee. I 
have tremendous respect for him.  He is a student of these issues, both strategically and also down at the 
military level.  I'm a great admirer of him, and I think what Joe Lieberman brought to this discussion was, he 
voted to--as did almost all the Democratic leadership--Daschle and Reid, Hillary Clinton, the vice presidential 
candidate, Edwards, the presidential candidate, Kerry--all voted for the military action.  But Joe Lieberman has 
consistently tried to make it a success.  He's tried to support the president who was elected this time to make 
sure that we could be successful and I think that's been the differences in his commentary... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right. 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  ...and some of the political comments we've been hearing. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Well, thank you very much, Senator.  We appreciate hearing your point of view, and 
we'll be back with the final word in just a moment. 
 
Sen. SESSIONS:  Thanks. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally today, my grandchildren came home from kindergarten with a question:  Why couldn't 
we celebrate Hannukah and Christmas like their friend Isabelle?  Well, it's a good question.  Wouldn't all of us 
believers and even non-believers agree that there are certain truths that run through all three of the great 
religions:  Judaism, Christianity and Islam?  And those truths are that love is more powerful than hate and that 
we are better off if we treat others as we wish to be treated. 
 
So why shouldn't we learn from and celebrate something from all the great religions and why do we so often 
forget that part and become bogged down in arguments over detail?  Like last week when our White House 
correspondent Bill Plante reported the president, a proud born-again Christian, is getting grief from those who 
believe his Christmas card is not Christmasy enough because it just says `Happy holidays'?  Bill pointed out the 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, December 11, 2005 7 
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

card does contain Scripture from the Hebrew Bible, what Christians call the Old Testament, which he noted 
does give the card a sort of diversity insurance. 
 
Well, as I often do when politicians claim to know God's views, I call my source upstairs to double check.  Not 
to brag but my sources up there are usually about as good as those of the politicians and the TV preachers, and 
sure enough, when I asked what the feeling in heaven was about Christmas cards, my heavenly source just 
laughed.  `Frankly,' he said, `we're more into the big picture up here.'  But the important thing for you to know 
about this is that God does have a, well, divine sense of humor.  `After all,' he said, `why else would he put up 
with you?'  He had me there. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


