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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, the tsunami aftermath and again more violence in Iraq.  The 
money for the tsunami relief continues to pour in but is it getting to those who need it?  And 
there are reports that child traffickers are taking advantage of the thousands of orphans left 
by the disaster.  We'll have reports from the scene and we'll talk with Carol Bellamy, 
executive director of UNICEF who just returned from the area. 
 
Then we'll turn to the situation in Iraq and the Middle East where there has been more death 
and more bombings.  How will the insurgency affect the upcoming elections and is civil war 
coming in Iraq?  How will today's Palestinian elections affect the situation there?  We'll talk 
about it with two experts on the region, President Carter's former national security adviser 
Zbigniew Brzezinski and Middle East expert Dennis Ross. 
 
I'll have a final word on the bribing of the news media.  But, first, Iraq and the tsunami relief 
on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And we begin this morning again with the tsunami, which is appearing to be 
even worse than we had been led to believe over these past weeks.  We're going to start with 
Byron Pitts this morning who is in Banda Aceh, one of the hardest areas hit.  Byron has new 
pictures this morning that just underscore the enormity of what has happened there. 
 
Byron. 
 
BYRON PITTS reporting: 
 
Well, Bob, these home pictures were released a short time ago and they show just how 
devastating this tsunami was.  Take a look at the pictures but also listen for the haunting 
sounds of nature. 
 
This black wave of water was in some places 20 feet, 50 feet high.  Trees were uprooted.  Cars 
crushed.  Cement crushed.  Men, women, children, everything in its path gone.  Of the 
156,000 people killed in this disaster, nearly 100,000 died in Indonesia alone. 
 
As bad as it was--and it's still bad--relief agencies are making a difference. It's estimated some 
two million refugees are receiving food, water and some medical aid.  The US military's 
delivering 62 tons of aid every day. 
 
Now just today, a Marine and Navy team airlifted a woman to safety who was pregnant, 
about to give birth.  It's one of the good things that happen here every day but this is still a 
difficult assignment, difficult work and dangerous work. 
 
Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Byron Pitts.  Thank you, Byron. 
 
Our veteran foreign correspondent Allen Pizzey is in Sri Lanka this morning. He's in Galle. 
 
Allen, how are things going there?  How is the relief effort going? 
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ALLEN PIZZEY reporting: 
 
Bob, good evening. 
 
I have to say that from what I've seen, the relief effort itself is going quite well.  In fact, a 
couple of senior aid officials I spoke to said on a scale of one to 10, this is a seven or an eight, 
but what's really impressive here is the reconstruction.  A couple of days after this thing hit, 
people were already starting to clear up. 
 
Now they're actually starting to rebuild.  And US Marines have come in as well.  That's a big 
boost firstly because they can deliver aid with helicopters, secondly, because they can bring in 
a lot of heavy equipment to bare.  They've got the discipline and the skills and the knowledge 
to help with the major reconstruction like bridge building, clearing roads and so on. 
Delivering aid is something they can do very well. 
 
But there's not without controversy here--you know, you have the issue of the Tamils in the 
north.  There's been a 20-year civil war here which was in kind of a state of peace 
negotiations.  It had been hoped that this disaster striking indiscriminately against all Sri 
Lankans would bring people together. They would say, `Look, we're helpless in the face of 
nature.  Let's resolve our differences,' but on the political principle that no opportunity goes 
unsquandered, they're bringing politics back into it.  Kofi Annan, the secretary-general, came 
along, made all the right notions about aid.  The government persuaded him not to go to 
Tamil areas.  US Marines will maybe set up a medical facility up there, but they too won't go 
up in force, not in the least because they don't want to be seen shaking hands with the Tamils 
who are on the terrorism list.  But that aside, things are going rather well, much better than 
most people expected, but there's massive damage here, Bob.  And the people will take 
decades to recover from all of this. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Allen Pizzey.  Thank you very much, Allen. 
 
And joining us now from New York, Carol Bellamy, who, of course, is the head of UNICEF.  
She is just back from the tsunami region.  She just got in late last night.  We're happy to have 
her with us this morning. 
 
Ms. Bellamy, we're being told in addition to the 150,000 lives that have been lost in all of this 
that maybe as many as a million and a half children have been impacted in some way.  Do 
you know how many have actually been orphaned? 
 
Ms. CAROL BELLAMY (Executive Director, UNICEF):  We don't know at this point, Bob, but 
there is a process going on in all of the countries now:  UNICEF and some other 
organizations, working with the governments, trying to register and find out what children 
are lost, what children are there, what children may have lost one or more of their parents.  
These are also countries that have a long tradition of extended family, so even if they've lost 
both parents--and that's very traumatic--they might have family members.  This is a process 
that's ongoing right now.  We just don't have the numbers of children truly orphaned. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We have been told that your organization has confirmed at least one child that 
was actually sold into slavery, that people are taking advantage of these children.  How 
widespread is this sort of thing? 
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Ms. BELLAMY:  Well, there has been in the past, in this region, even before this horrible 
tragedy, criminal trafficking syndicates, trafficking young people, children, largely for sex 
purposes.  There has been one case so far identified in Indonesia.  People have been taken into 
custody by the government police authorities.  I think most of the others now are rumors, but 
the fact is we know it could happen.  You know, it's like looters who take advantage when 
the lights go out.  There are criminal elements that may try and take advantage of the chaos 
that's going on.  We think, for this reason, it is actually good that the Indonesian government 
has put a temporary moratorium on moving children out of the Aceh region at this point. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And they're setting up some sort of child registry program. What's that about? 
 
Ms. BELLAMY:  Well, it is about, you know, finding out the children, finding out their names; 
do they have parents?  Are their parents with them?  Did they lose their parents, one or more 
of their parents?  Who's taking care of them? Is it a family member?  Do they have extended 
family members that might be able to take care?  This is a process that is starting to go on, 
although I was just informed this morning by my own office that it's particularly difficult in 
Aceh; so many people dead and so much suspicion on the part of the people who live in 
Aceh to anybody from the outside.  But the process of registering is going on right now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Now we haven't heard much yet about disease.  What are the dangers there?  
And also, what will be traumas that these people will be living with after going through this? 
 Will that be a problem? 
 
Ms. BELLAMY:  Well, in disease--you know, the rushing water killed so many people.  The 
quiet water could also kill some people.  And that's one of the things that I think we're all 
worried about--working with the World Health Organization, UNICEF, others, to try and 
avoid outbreak of disease.  There are some very small numbers of cases of measles that have 
been identified; very limited numbers.  There is a measles immunization campaign going on 
in Aceh. There's also a measles immunization campaign going on in certain parts of India to 
try and avoid an outbreak of measles.  We need also to be worried about things like cholera or 
diarrhea and, therefore, children becoming dehydrated.  The good news is, to date, there 
have not been any major outbreaks of disease. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Well, Carol, thank you very much, and continued success in the job 
that you and your organization are doing. 
 
Ms. BELLAMY:  All right. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  When we come back, we're going to shift our focus and talk about the latest 
developments in Iraq, in a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  The tsunami may have overshadowed Iraq these past few weeks but Iraq has 
not gone away and there are new complications there this morning. We're going now to 
David Hawkins, who is in Baghdad. 
 
David. 
 
DAVID HAWKINS reporting: 
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That's right, Bob.  The US military admits now that an F-16 accidentally dropped a 500-
pound bomb on a house in Mosul.  Actually they hit the wrong target, the military says.  
Locals there say that 14 people were killed in that attack.  The US military says--has a smaller 
number. 
 
And in another mistake today south of Baghdad, a US patrol which came under attack--or 
which was hit by a roadside bomb opened fire on Iraqi police, killing at least two of them and 
two civilians who were also in the area. 
 
It's been a bad week here.  A hundred people have been killed by insurgent attacks and both 
US and Iraqi officials are predicting that it's going to get worse as elections draw near. 
 
Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think it's going to be possible to hold those elections, David? 
 
HAWKINS:  Well, everyone says the elections are going forward.  The question is is whether 
or not they will be free and fair elections with so many Iraqis either unable or unwilling to 
come to the polls to case their vote. 
 
Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Thank you very much.  David Hawkins in Baghdad. 
 
And joining us now in the studio Zbigniew Brzezinski, the former national security adviser to 
President Jimmy Carter and Ambassador Dennis Ross, who was the first George Bush's 
Middle East peace negotiator; later did the same job for President Bill Clinton. 
 
Dr. Brzezinski, I will start with you.  You just heard David Hawkins say that the questions 
some are raising out there is this election going to be taken seriously?  Will it be seen as 
legitimate because there is so much violence that many people, he is afraid, at least, will not 
be able to vote. 
 
Dr. ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI (Former National Security Adviser):  You know, I honestly 
think that's the wrong word, `legitimate.'  Legitimacy in Iraq is not based on free and fair 
elections.  It's based on tribal interests.  It's based on community interests.  It's based on 
religious affiliation and so forth. The elections are important to the administration, to the US, 
because if they are successful to some degree they may legitimate to some degree what we 
have done.  So legitimacy is an issue for us. 
 
In Iraq the issue is stability.  Will the elections contribute to greater political stability or to the 
contrary?  And I must say I am pessimistic.  I fear that the elections will probably exacerbate 
the issues.  And I tend to agree with what Brent Scowcroft said this week. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, Brent Scowcroft said on a panel in which you participated this week, and 
he really kind of stirred things up around Washington.  He said that he feared that it might 
worsen the problem because it would widen the divide between the Sunnis and the Shia, and 
you tend to agree with that? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  I suspect that the Sunnis will view the elections as involving a giant step 
towards Shiite control over Iraq or at least over the Arab part of Iraq.  We have to find some 
way of reassuring the Sunnis that this is not the case. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Well, then, should these elections go forward, or should they be postponed? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  In my view the United States and the president has invested so much in 
the holding of the elections and has made it so much a test of American determination that to 
suspend them now would be probably be a mistake, although the nature of the elections and 
the timing of the elections I think were erroneously conceived. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, Dennis Ross, let me get your thoughts on that.  Where do you come down 
on this? 
 
Ambassador DENNIS ROSS (Washington Institute For Near East Policy):  I think, number 
one, it is right to understand that if these elections proceed, the Sunnis are going to feel 
alienated.  The problem is, we can't afford to have the Shia alienated.  They're 60 percent of 
the country.  If there's a desire to postpone the elections, it's going to have to come from 
within Iraq.  It's going to have to come from some understanding worked out between an 
emerging Sunni group that is there and the Shia. 
 
The Shia, who basically want to ensure that they're no longer dominated the way they have 
been in the past and they get their due--and that's why they want elections--they have to 
understand that in the end, if they're going to have an Iraq that is worth being able to play a 
major role in, it's better to have it whole.  So if you want to see a postponements of the 
elections, they're going to have to buy off on it.  You're going to have to have some kind of 
internal process. 
 
I would like to see a national reconciliation conference.  There was one that was held last 
August, but the whole focus of it ended up being diverted to Najaf and the confrontation 
over the protection of the Imam Ali shrine.  If you're going to create a different Iraq, there has 
to be a new political dynamic.  If that doesn't happen, we're not going to see a change in the 
insurgency. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, are we in the opening stages of a civil war there? 
 
Amb. ROSS:  We could be.  We have a civil war guaranteed if the Shias are the ones who 
become disaffected.  Right now it's a Sunni-led insurgency, and it's very difficult as it is.  If 
you lose the Shia as well, then you have not only a civil war; you have something that, from 
an American standpoint, will look a lot like Vietnam. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, Dr. Brzezinski, you threw out some pretty big numbers this week when 
you were talking about what is going on there.  You said, if I recall, to have a stable Iraq, it 
may take $200 billion a year and a half million troops, American troops, on the ground.  
Were you just trying to scare us a little bit to how serious this is, or did you really mean that 
that's what it's going to take? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Well, I didn't sit down and sort of write down on a piece of paper 
precisely the amounts involved, but it was sort of a ballpark figure designed to illustrate the 
point I was making, namely that there is an enormous disproportion today between our 
proclaimed objectives and the means we are prepared to apply in pursuit of these objectives.  
If we are really serious about having a democratic, stable and prosperous Iraq, we have to 
put many more troops on the ground.  We have to invest much more into that effort. We 
have to commit ourselves as a nation, indeed, even to some sacrifices. 
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SCHIEFFER:  Well, would that mean, for example... 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  And we're not prepared to do it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Would that mean, for example, we'd have to institute a draft? Because I don't 
think we can put a half million American troops in there without a draft. 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Well, that was one of the things I mentioned would follow, presumably.  
And I think what is really needed right now is what I would call a strategic reappraisal.  
What is it that is feasible and acceptable for our national standpoint, short of the grandiose 
objectives often stated rhetorically in a rather demagogic fashion? 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, do you think it's realistic to think that we could put a half million troops 
in there?  Is that what would change... 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Well, I didn't say that we would or should. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  No.  I understand your point, but you're saying that's what it would take. 
 
Amb. ROSS:  I don't think it's realistic.  I think the key at this point is are you going to change 
the political dynamic within Iraq?  The Sunnis today, as Zbig said, feel that they're going to 
be excluded.  They have no stake in this election because they think it's going to produce 
domination of the Shia over them and that the Shia will treat them the way they've always 
treated the Shia.  You're going to have to change that dynamic. 
 
Let's understand one thing.  The Sunnis are basically divided into two groups. One group 
represents those who reject the idea of any accommodation to the Shia or anyone else.  
They're fundamentalists.  They want to maintain control. They have a jihadist connection.  
Their whole concept is to reject any change there.  They have to be defeated.  There's another 
group of Sunnis that realize in the end, maybe there's something in it for them, but they have 
to know that they can be a part of it.  We need to create or at least enshrine in the 
constitution that's going to be drafted the principle that there'll be broad regional autonomy.  
There will be a federal kind of system, that on a day-to-day basis, Sunnis will be able to 
basically govern themselves.  Shia, from that standpoint, won't be denied a new role for 
themselves.  Sunnis will realize that they can gain something.  There has to be, in that sense, 
something for them to gain but there also has to be something very clearly for them to lose so 
that they will join with the rest of Iraqis and us to defeat the insurgency. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dr. Brzezinski, if it is not possible for the United States to put more troops into 
there, then we'd have to ask somebody else to put more troops in there.  So far nobody seems 
very interested in doing that.  If you can't put more troops in there, than what should we do? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Assuming we cannot put more troops in, neither ours nor our allies, I 
think we have to ask ourselves whether the present policy is going to be productive because 
right now we are kind of caught in an in-between situation.  We can't suppress the 
insurgency.  And at the same time, we intensify the antagonism and therefore probably even 
intensify the insurgency. If we can't put more troops in, I think we have to ask ourselves 
whether the elections may not be used in some fashion to set a more approximate timetable 
for determination of our presence. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  In other words, begin to withdraw our troops? 
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Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Set the process going, which would require, in my view, also serious 
discussions with the neighbors, particularly Iran, also Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, about 
what might ensue if we leave and there is some residual violence, what should happen if that 
violence gets out of hand?  I mean, some contingency planning of this sort would be 
necessary.  But I think keeping this policy going unchanged is a prescription for an 
intensifying moral, political and military calamity. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dennis Ross, earlier this week or last week, Secretary Rumsfeld sent a retired 
general to Iraq to make what he called an up-and-down evaluation of our policy there.  Do 
you think that the administration is getting ready or is setting the stage to prepare us for sort 
of declaring victory and then leaving because, as Dr. Brzezinski is pointing out, we don't 
seem to have enough people there to do the job, and there doesn't seem much hope of getting 
them from some place else?  And as he has just said, then we may have to think about pulling 
out. 
 
Amb. ROSS:  I don't believe that's what the administration is doing.  I do believe the 
administration is making an effort to again take a fresher look at exactly what the situation is. 
 Again, let's try to keep certain things in perspective.  We have consistently underestimated 
the strength of the insurgency and overestimated the capability of the Iraqi forces that we're 
training.  We need to take a look at why is the insurgency stronger than we thought it would 
be?  Why are the Iraqis that we've been training slower and less capable than we thought 
they would be?  And then you make a judgment in terms of what needs to be done to alter 
that equation, if it can be.  I remain convinced the only way you're going to change it is by 
changing the political dynamic and convincing Sunnis, at least those who would like to have 
a unified Iraq in some form emerge, that they have the chance to have it or they have the 
chance to lose everything.  So somehow you've got to change that political dynamic. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me shift just quickly... 
 
Amb. ROSS:  Sure. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...because I want to ask you about the Palestinian elections, which are going on 
today.  What do you think the impact is going to be and where do we go from here on that 
front? 
 
Amb. ROSS:  Well, unlike the Iraqi elections, there's no real debate on the significance among 
Palestinians of having elections.  They want elections. You will see a very large turnout there. 
 There will not be intimidation from any side, including Hamas, because everyone wants the 
elections.  They need the elections as a mechanism to create a peaceful succession to Yasser 
Arafat. Yasser Arafat was the icon of the movement, and he is gone. 
 
One of the most striking things that people haven't noted enough is he died and the 
Palestinian public became optimistic.  That's an amazing reality to take note of.  And what 
that suggests is they want a change.  They want an end to chaos.  They want an end to the 
lawlessness.  They want freedom of movement.  And I believe with Abu Mazen, who is a 
likely person to be elected with at least 50 percent of the vote, I believe there is a chance, A, to 
stop the daily war between Israelis and Palestinians, manage the withdrawal of the Israelis 
from Gaza and use that as a basis on which to get back to dealing with the permanent status 
issues so that you actually can get back to peace making.  There is an opportunity here, but it 
won't last long.  He has to show his way works. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Gentlemen, I want to thank both of you this morning. 
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I'll be back with a final word in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally today, news that the Department of Education paid talk show host 
Armstrong Williams what amounts to a $240,000 bribe to promote its No Child Left Behind 
legislation is so outrageous it borders on laughable. Except I am not amused when the 
government uses my money, tax dollars, to try to con me.  Every large organization including 
CBS has a few stupid people around and on occasion they do stupid things.  But what I don't 
understand is why all this caused hardly a ripple at the White House.  The only response 
from there that I could find in yesterday's papers was that a spokesman referred all questions 
to the Department of Education.  Well, why go there for answers where the whole loony idea 
originated, the same department that had earlier spent some $700,000 on a survey to find out 
which reporters favored No Child Left Behind and which opposed it? 
 
I cannot imagine that the president or anyone else with half a brain thought this was a good 
idea.  But wouldn't you think the White House would want us to know that?  Has the 
administration become so convinced of its own righteousness that it refuses to denounce even 
this sort of thing?  Did they think we wouldn't notice?  Forget the details.  Trying to corrupt 
the news media with bribes is wrong.  If the Department of Education people haven't figured 
that out, then the president should educate them.  A good lesson plan might include firing 
those responsible.  Then he should promise the rest of us it will never happen again. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


