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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, another Bob Woodward bombshell. He says flatly the Bush 
administration has hidden the truth about Iraq from the American people. Is he right or wrong? We'll hear 
some of his interview with Mike Wallace, and we'll get the other side from one of the president's top 
aides. 
 
The accusations come in Woodward's new book, "State of Denial," in which he not only questions that 
administration line on Iraq, but says top officials also ignored warnings that the attack on 9/11 was 
coming. We'll ask Joe Biden, the ranking Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee, to assess that, 
and we'll hear from the president's counselor Dan Bartlett. 
 
Then, in my final word, I'll shift to some good news. Andy Rooney is spouting off again.Well, some 
would call it good news. In any case, we'll have it. 
 
But first, Iraq, the White House and Bob Woodward on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer: FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob Schieffer. And 
now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And good morning again. And before we get to the controversy over Bob Woodward's 
book, some late news. Pictures turned up overnight of Mohamed Atta. He is the lead pilot, you'll 
remember, who flew one of the planes that crashed into the World Trade Tower. Pictures taken a full year 
and a half before the attack, we're told. We're also told that the pictures were taken in Afghanistan, and 
they were for release after the 9/11 attacks and Atta's death. What this underlines, of course, is just how 
early they had begun planning the attack, and how far along they were, a full year and a half before they 
struck. 
 
Now to today's story. Bob Woodward has written 10 books in a row that wound up number one on the 
best-seller list. He always has the part of the inside story that we didn't know about, and he's apparently 
done it again. He says the administration has not been telling the truth on Iraq. In an interview to be 
broadcast tonight on "60 Minutes," he talks about it with Mike Wallace. 
 
Mr. MIKE WALLACE (CBS News): When you say the Bush administration has not told the truth about 
Iraq, what do you mean? 
 
Mr. BOB WOODWARD: I think probably the prominent--most prominent example is the level of 
violence. 
 
Mr. WALLACE: Not just the growing sectarian violence--Sunnis against Shias that gets reported every 
day... 
 
Unidentified Soldier: We need a litter! 
 
Mr.WALLACE: ...but attacks on US and allied forces. Woodward says that's the most important measure 
of violence in Iraq, and he unearthed this graph, classified "secret," that shows those attacks have 
increased dramatically over the last three years. 
 
Mr. WOODWARD: Getting to the point now where there are eight, 900 attacks a week. That's more than 
a hundred a day, four attacks an hour, attacking our forces. 
 



 Face the Nation (CBS News) - Sunday, October 1, 2006 2 
 

 

 BURRELLE'S INFORMATION SERVICES / (202)419-1859 / (800)456-2877 

SCHIEFFER: The president's top communications man, Dan Bartlett, will be here in a minute to talk 
about all this. But before we get to him, we want to get a Democrat's view of this. Senator Joe Biden, of 
course, is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
 
Senator JOSEPH BIDEN (Democrat, Delaware; Member, Foreign Relations Committee): Hey, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER: He's with us this morning. 
 
And Senator, before we talk about Iraq and what's going on there, I want to ask you about another passage 
in this book, because Bob Woodward says that in 2001, in July--that is before the attacks on 9/11--the CIA 
director George Tenet and his top counterterrorism man, Cofer Black, asked for basically an emergency 
appointment with Condoleezza Rice, the president's national security adviser, and they told her that they 
believed that al-Qaeda was going to attack us in this country. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Now as far as I know, this was not known about until Bob Woodward published this book. 
I want to ask you, did you know about this as the top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee? And 
what do you make of this? 
 
Sen.BIDEN: Bob, I didn't know about it. There are all kinds of rumors of that effect.But it raises two 
really important questions. If that meeting really did take place, why didn't Condie Rice or George Tenet 
tell the 9/11 Commission about that? They were obliged to do that, and they didn't. And the second thing 
it raises is if they left us unprotected there, it forces us to focus now. I mean, the 9/11 Commission report 
is out there telling us what we have to do to protect ourselves, and this administration's done virtually 
nothing to implement the recommendations of the 9/11 report. So the real scandal will be if, God forbid, 
we're attacked again, why did they sit on their hands for the last three years and not do anything about 
chemical plants, not do anything about the number of other things that the 9/11 Commission report 
urgently says we have to do? 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, apparently this meeting was not known about by the 9/11 Commission. You said, if I 
understood you, you did not know about it. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Correct. 
 
SCHIEFFER: It's hard to see what happened here, because Tenet and Cofer Black say... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: No. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...according to this book, that they went away from this meeting feeling that they had been, 
basically, ignored and brushed off. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Well, I think there's a lot of evidence of that in other meetings as well, and subsequent 
meetings. But the point here is that if this, in fact, did occur, and take Woodward at his word that he has 
proof that it did occur, then Dr. Rice, Secretary of State Rice, did not meet her obligation to the 9/11 
Commission, and George Tenet did not meet his obligation. They were obliged to tell the 9/11 
Commission when they're investigating, of all relevant meetings that took place, relevant to the attack on 
9/11.This sure sounds relevant to me. Why did they not do that? 
 
SCHIEFFER: Now, Dan Bartlett, the president's communications chief who'll be here in a minute, says--
and he said it again this morning on another broadcast--that the president retains confidence in Don 
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Rumsfeld, the secretary of defense. Woodward's book, over and over, says that Rumsfeld, at many times, 
is at odds with other members of the administration. It even goes so far as to say that Andy Card, then the 
president's chief of staff, tried on several occasions to have Rumsfeld replaced. What do you know about 
that? 
 
Sen.BIDEN: Well, that's my understanding as well. Bob, I was on your program right after Abu Ghraib.I 
called for Rumsfeld's resignation. I went down to the White House to meet with the president and the vice 
president in the Oval Office. The president said to me, quote, "Why you keep picking on Rummy?" I 
looked at the president, I said, `Mr. President, with all due respect,' and I looked at the vice president, 
`Mr. Vice President, I would call for your recommen--your resignation as well were you not a 
constitutional officer.' And the president said, `Why would you say that?' And I said, `Mr. President, not 
one piece of advice either Don Rumsfeld or Dick Cheney has given you has turned out to be correct with 
regard to Iraq.' And the president just seemed completed wedded to the notion. 
 
But it's way beyond Rumsfeld now. Rumsfeld's resignation is almost irrelevant now. The issue is what is 
the president of the United States going to do about changing direction and policy in Iraq? He obviously 
has bought onto Rumsfeld and Cheney's notion. He's rejected the notion of everyone else in this 
administration--not everyone, others with a different view. It's the president's responsibility.He's got to 
change. Staying the course and saying we're not going to stand down till the Iraqi troops stand up, when 
the issue is getting them to stand together. There's 600,000-plus armed troops in Iraq, Bob, 600,000 
trained. And there's more violence. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Did you--did you just say that you would've called for the president's recommendation, had 
that been constitutionally possible, when you called for... 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER: You told the president that to his face? 
 
Sen.BIDEN: I told the president, with Dick Cheney right there. I was straightforward. And I--and it's 
not... 
 
SCHIEFFER: What did they say? 
 
Sen.BIDEN: They just looked at me like I was crazy. I mean, look, it--this isn't about--it's not personal. 
When the president asked me why, I said, `Can you name me one piece of advice, with all due respect, 
Mr. President, one piece of advice you've gotten on a major issue relating to Iraq from the vice president 
or from the secretary of defense that's turned out to be correct?' 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, Senator Biden, are you saying--would--do you think the president ought to resign? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: No, no, not--I didn't say the president, the vice president. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Oh, the vice president. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: I said to the president, I said--I said--I said to him, `With all due respect, Mr. President,' 
and I looked over at Dick Cheney, and I said, `Mr. Vice President, I not only call for Rumsfeld's 
resignation, were you not a constitutional officer, I would suggest you resign.' I didn't mean he literally 
should resign, I was making the point. 
 
SCHIEFFER: I understand. Well, do you think he ought to resign? 
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Sen. BIDEN: That there is just no... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Do you think the vice president ought to resign? 
 
Sen. BIDEN: No, no, no, no. 
 
SCHIEFFER: OK. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: I was making--I was making the point that these guys... 
 
SCHIEFFER: OK. 
 
Sen.BIDEN: ...just don't know what they're doing. And no one takes them seriously anymore, except the 
president, apparently. 
 
SCHIEFFER: The president said the Democratic Party, and I will quote here, "the party of Roosevelt and 
Truman has now become the party of cut-and-run." 
 
Sen. BIDEN: No. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And he says Democrats offer "nothing but criticism and obstruction and endless second-
guessing." True or false? 
 
Sen.BIDEN: That is absolutely not true.Absolutely false. I've been on your show today and the lead 
editorial in the Philadelphia Inquirer, in every major newspaper in America, I've offered a detailed plan, 
I've gone down and talked about it.Everyone knows we need a political settlement here, Bob. My plan--
and many Democrats have embraced, and many Democratic candidates embraced--says you got to give 
breathing room to the Kurds, the Shia and the Sunnis, with a federal city called Baghdad, let them have 
their own regions within this federation, give the Sunnis a piece of the oil and have an American force stay 
in--over the horizon to keep the neighbors from interfering.That's a political solution.You may disagree 
with it. An awful lot of people agree. But it is an offer of a reasonable way we could responsibly take our 
troops home. 
 
The president is, I think, wallowing now in a--in a combination of--there's--within the administration, 
Bob, and all your sources, ask them--they are completely at odds with one another, they have no idea what 
to do next. As I said, there's 600,000-plus trained forces by us, counting our forces, things are getting 
worse and worse, it's spiraling out of hand. There's a political solution needed, and the president is doing 
nothing, nothing, nothing about it. He is the one who should cut the old program and run on a new 
program.No one is cut and run. Nobody in the Democratic Party has called for the immediate withdrawal 
of those forces. We're calling for some sanity and recognition of reality. There's a civil war spiraling out 
of control and all the king's horses and all the king's men will not be able to hold Iraq together if it 
becomes a full-blown civil war. There's a need for a political solution. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Well, Senator Biden, I think that's a good point to stop. 
 
Sen. BIDEN: Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And when we come back, we'll get what the White House thinks about all of this and what 
you've just said. Dan Bartlett will be here, next. 
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(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: And with us now, Dan Bartlett, the counselor to President Bush in the studio with us this 
morning. 
 
Well, you just heard Senator Biden, he left you several things to talk about. But let me go first, Mr. 
Bartlett, to this July 10 meeting in 2001 where according to Bob Woodward, George Tenet, the head of 
the CIA asked for what amounted to an emergency meeting with Condoleezza Rice. They kind of called 
her on the way and said, `We've got to see you.' 
 
Mr. DAN BARTLETT (Counselor to the President): Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: And they said that they feared there was an attack coming by al-Qaeda in this country. How 
would you characterize that meeting? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Well, Bob, we were very surprised to see the account in this book because it really 
didn't match Secretary Rice's recollection of the--of the meeting at all. In fact, these very vivid accounts 
we're hearing from, allegedly from Cofer Black and from George Tenet were not shared with the 9/11 
Commission. As we all know, that eight months of the president's presidency was one of the most 
investigated eight months of any presidency because of 9/11. And nowhere over the last several years have 
these quotes showed up? These people testified under sworn testimony? So I--we find it to be puzzling to 
see some sort of quote like this. I talked to Secretary Rice this morning. She disputes it, vigorously. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, what does she say happened? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Well, she said there were ongoing conversations about general threat levels, as we've 
testified to the 9/11 Commission about. We were taking actions to do everything we could to protect the 
country, but what we know now, Bob, is that all of government could've done a better job before 9/11. 
We had serious gaps in our capabilities, both intelligence and law enforcement to stop the type of attack 
that we had today. So I must say, we've--we're puzzled by this. No one has seen these type of quotes 
before. Each of these participants went before the commission and testified. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well... 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: So it kind of leaves us scratching her head because we don't believe that's an accurate 
account. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Did the White House tell the 9/11 Commission that this meeting in fact, took place? I 
mean, did they have the information that there was such a meeting? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Well, I'm pretty sure that the 9/11 Commission knew about all the conversations that 
Secretary Rice had.They went through calendars. They went through meetings.They went through 
dockets. They went through intelligence. As you recall, this was a very, very scrutinized period of time in 
the Bush presidency. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Sure. 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: So it is kind of--leaves you scratching your head a little bit to see these type of vivid 
quotes from a meeting that hasn't showed up in the last four years. 
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SCHIEFFER: Well, you say she disputes these quotes, but does she have any recollection herself of what 
she said at that meeting? Does she remember the meeting specifically? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: She does remember a meeting--this meeting and other meetings that they had where 
they were talking generalized about the threats and about what we're doing. But the suggestion in this is 
that they asked for a very specific plan to go after bin Laden, we knew an attack on America was going to 
happen. That is just not how she recalls it whatsoever, and none of the evidence, as shown, in the 9/11 
Commission book, says otherwise. And I know Bob in the book says, "Well, the 9/11"--Cofer Black said, 
"the 9/11 Commission didn't want to hear all the facts." Well, I think anybody who followed that report, 
they looked under every stone, they penetrated every piece of intelligence and gave what was a very 
critical report of the administration and the Clinton administration about what hadn't happened. So I'm 
very skeptical about that. 
 
SCHIEFFER: What do you think, he just made this up? 
 
Mr.BARTLETT: I just don't know. Like I said, it leaves us, somewhat puzzled. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Let me just ask you about the general tenor of Bob Woodward's book, and, and that is that 
the administration simply did not tell the truth about what was really happening in Iraq, almost from the 
beginning. And he cites it in these statistics now about 900 attacks. He talks about how when the White 
House was saying things were getting better, that in fact they had information, secret reports, telling him 
they were getting worse. 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: And that part of the critique is one that really I must say after reading the book the last 
two days is not really backed up by the own evidence in Bob's book.And for example, take the 900 attacks 
daily. If you open up the New York Times today, the Brookings does these--based on governmental 
reports--these charts saying exactly the type of violence there's been. 
 
The president himself in more than one occasion has been very blunt with the American people about the 
challenges in Iraq. Last year and early part of this year, he gave a series of speeches where we talked 
about how we're constantly adapting our strategies, where we had to fix things on reconstruction, on 
training Iraqi security forces. So I think the president--I know the president has been very blunt with the 
American people about the challenges we face in Iraq. We've given that information. 
 
And if you just take a step back, Bob, I think you can look at the fact no American out there doesn't 
understand the violence in Iraq. We see it every night on our TV screens and every day we wake up and 
read the papers. Everybody knows it's tough. The president... 
 
SCHIEFFER: Well, let me just show you something... 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Sure. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...Mr.Bartlett. Here the, the Washington Post this morning puts out a--basically a full-page, 
and where they go down the line here and say, you know--well let me just take one for example. 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Sure. 
 
SCHIEFFER: It says, "On March 16th, 2003 Vice President Cheney told Tim Russert to suggest we need 
several hundred thousand troops there after military operations cease" I don't think is accurate. I think 
that's overstatement. But a month, or two months--well, a month before that, in February of 2003 it says 
that CENTCOM, that's the commanders, showed that estimates that it would take 450,000 US troops to 
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occupy Iraq based on the experience in Bosnia. Now the president's always said, `I depend on my military 
commanders.' 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Mm-hmm. 
 
SCHIEFFER: `If he tells me we need more people, we send them.' Well, that seems to be what they were 
telling him, and yet the administration was saying, `We don't need all those people.' 
 
Mr.BARTLETT: Actually that's not the case, Bob. The General Tommy Franks was the commander of 
CENTCOM, came forward with a plan with--for the president. One of the big mischaracterizations, or at 
least one of the things we learned after the fact was that our overestimation on the Iraqi security forces 
themselves, the Iraqi army, that they would stay and be relatively intact, and if you removed the Saddam 
loyalists from the top that they would be there and able to supply order and civility to the streets. Quite 
frankly that didn't happen, and is one of the things that you learn during a war is that some things you 
anticipate don't happen and some of the things you do anticipate do happen. In this case we felt there was 
going to be a much more intact security force provided by the Iraqis, and that didn't materialize, and 
we've had to adapt to that, and we have adapted. 
 
I think one of the things if you read the book... 
 
SCHIEFFER: But maybe, maybe the CENTCOM people anticipated something like that was going to 
happen and that's why they said you needed 450,000 troops. 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Well, the CENTCOM was run by General Tommy Franks, and General Tommy 
Franks was repeatedly asked the question by this president. 
 
SCHIEFFER: So you're just saying that's false? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: I am in the sense that if you're saying that the president... 
 
SCHIEFFER: That there was no such intelligence report? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: ...well, the president didn't--the president did not reject advice from the CENTCOM--
from the central command or from Tommy Franks for more troops and they didn't get it. At every step of 
the way, the president has given the commanders what they wanted. 
 
Quite frankly, the politically expedient thing to do these days in the last few years has been to draw down 
the troops. That's what apparently so many critics here in Washington have claimed we should do. The 
president has resisted that because the commanders on the ground are asking for strengthened number of 
troop levels. And General Abizaid has said we're going to keep the current strength level through the 
spring of 2007, reflecting the fact that the president, more than anybody else, understands the realities of 
what's happening in Iraq and is sharing those realities with the American people, regardless of the political 
consequences. 
 
SCHIEFFER: In another book that is hitting the stands this week... 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: It's the season for books. 
 
SCHIEFFER: ...Secretary of State Powell, former Secretary of State Powell, talks about how in his last 
meeting with the president, he tried to warn him about what was ahead in Iraq. And it--he seems--the book 
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says that the president didn't seem to respond to that, that he didn't seem to understand what he was 
saying. What do you know about that? 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Well, I don't know about the specific occurrence, and I haven't read this book, I'm still 
working on the book that is about to hit the bookstands. But, Bob, I think the point I would want to make 
to you is that every day the president gets the full story about what's happening in Iraq. He understands 
the challenges. He understands the forces of evil that are working in that country to try to prevent us from 
helping Iraq succeed. He understands mistakes there. He understands that sectarian violence is a serious 
problem that has to be dealt with. But he remains optimistic, and--about the strategy in Iraq. He remains 
optimistic that we have to win in Iraq.He understands the consequences of failure. And Senator Joe Biden 
and others--and I must say, Senator Biden had a lot to say, somebody who's declared that he's going to 
run for president. Obviously he's going to have a lot of political ambition to make those points. But the 
Democratic Party across the board has adopted a position that is more about getting out than winning. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right, let me just, before you go, because we're out of time, and I have to ask you. A 
lot of this book places a lot of the blame on Secretary Rumsfeld. It says he couldn't get along with 
anybody very much in the administration, wouldn't return Condoleezza Rice's phone calls. Several things, 
that he should resign, that Andy Card wanted him to resign. Where are you, and where is the president 
right now on Don Rumsfeld? 
 
Mr.BARTLETT: Well, I'll make a point first before I get to that. The fact that people aren't returning 
phone calls is silly. 
 
SCHIEFFER: OK. 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: Secretary Rice and Don Rumsfeld, they talk every morning, they return phone calls. I 
think people are conflating the difference between having differences of opinion and dysfunction. The 
president has confidence in Don Rumsfeld, he's the right man to do this job. It's a very difficult job, there 
are a lot of second--armchair quarterbacks, but he's the right man. 
 
SCHIEFFER: All right. Thank you very much, Dan. 
 
Mr. BARTLETT: You're welcome. 
 
SCHIEFFER: Back with a final word in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER: Finally today, the politicians are always asking why we don't report the good news. Well, 
I'm ready to do just that. The politicians won't like it, because this good news is not about them. But the 
good news is that Andy Rooney has written a new book of original essays called "Out of My Mind," and it 
is one of the funniest, wisest books I've ever read. The bad news is I started reading it last night when I 
should have been writing my commentary to end this broadcast.I couldn't stop. I fell asleep with a smile 
on my face, but I awoke with no commentary, which leaves me no choice but to quote from Andy's book. 
 
You know it's Andy talking when early on he ponders how much the earth weighs. Who but Andy would 
care? When he discovered there are two million American men in prison and only 100,000 women, who 
but Andy would wonder if that is because women are just more honest, or just smarter and don't get 
caught? Who but Andy would question the conventional wisdom that we grow wiser with age? He says 
that if we noticed how our face changes, or the shape of our feet as we age, who of us would argue an old 
brain is as agile as it was when we were 21? I can certainly relate to that. 
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Actually, I have mixed feelings about telling you to buy this book. If no one buys it, I can keep cribbing 
from it when I have nothing much to say and a deadline is near, like today. Being a writer, Andy can 
relate to that. Now, isn't this the part where that stopwatch starts ticking? 
 
("60 Minutes" logo shown) 


