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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, Colin Powell and Joe Biden, two takes on the hand-over of 
Iraq.  On Wednesday the US hands over the responsibility for Iraq to the nation's new interim 
government.  But what will happen?  Will the violence there continue?  Will more US troops 
be required to establish peace? Will Europe be willing to help, and how?  And what about the 
new developments in the prison abuse scandal?  These are the questions for Secretary of State 
Powell, who's with the president in Turkey for the NATO summit, and Senator Joe Biden, 
ranking Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  Doyle McManus of the Los 
Angeles Times joins in the questioning.  Today's 50th anniversary Flashback is about the 1968 
presidential campaign and another unpopular war.  Then I'll have a final word on the vice 
president's bad word. 
 
But first, Secretary of State Powell on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News' chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now, from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again.  We are joined this morning by the secretary of State, 
Colin Powell, who is in Ankara, Turkey, on the eve of the NATO summit.  We're also joined 
by Doyle McManus of the Los Angeles Times, who will join in the questioning. 
 
Mr. Secretary, good morning. 
 
Secretary COLIN POWELL (Department of State):  Good morning. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mr. Secretary, let me begin with this:  NATO seems prepared to train Iraqi 
security forces, but has not said that it is interested in sending troops to help with the 
security.  Does this mean the United States is going to have to send more troops to Iraq? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  I don't believe that is the case.  We're always examining our troop level there 
to see if it's adequate, and I believe at the moment it's adequate.  But as the president said, he 
will give our commanders whatever they think they need.  I think there is a consensus within 
NATO to respond to what they were asked for from the new prime minister, Prime Minister 
Allawi. He asked for training of security forces, police and military forces.  And I think there 
is a growing consensus within NATO, which we will have a chance to see tomorrow, that 
NATO is ready to do that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Where's the training going to be done, inside Iraq or outside Iraq? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  That hasn't been determined, and that's one of the issues we'll be discussing at 
the NATO summit tomorrow. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you, General Casey, who's going to take over as the top commander 
in Iraq, has been saying that one of his first priorities is--he's going to need 25,000 troops to 
protect the UN mission as it prepares for elections in Iraq.  If NATO doesn't send those 
troops, where are they going to come from? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  I would have to see exactly what General Casey said.  I think he speculated 
that more troops might be necessary for securing the countryside for the election process, but 
I don't know that he--that he made a specific request or was that concrete with respect to his 
estimate for additional troops.  And so I'd have to wait until I see Secretary Rumsfeld 
tomorrow in Istanbul, where the NATO summit is being held, to see what his assessment is of 
the additional needs and, if there are needs that we have not planned for now, how we 
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would meet those needs. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So a--so at this point, you can't rule out whether more US troops will be needed 
or won't be needed. 
 
Sec. POWELL:  I cannot rule it out or rule it in.  General Casey was saying that he would 
make an assessment, see what's needed, and if he needs more, he would ask for more.  But to 
the best of my knowledge, he has not made such a request yet because he hasn't arrived in 
theater yet to make the assessment that he described. 
 
Mr. DOYLE McMANUS (Los Angeles Times):  Mr. Secretary, one of the issues that's been 
bedeviling the administration is the question of whether American forces can use torture or 
extreme methods in interrogations, whether that was going on at the Abu Ghraib prison.  
Now you've already taken a couple of--of diplomatic hits on that score.  You wanted a--a 
waiver at the UN for American troops and didn't get it.  The president had to sit and listen to 
European leaders, in effect, lecture him on the Geneva Convention.  Is that a problem when 
you meet with your European counterparts?  And is that a problem when you ask other 
NATO members to contribute troops to Iraq? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  Abu Ghraib was a--a big hit.  There's no question about it. The president has 
said so.  I've said so.  It's also absolutely clear that the president never in any way condoned 
the use of torture.  And I think what we're doing now is examining this entire matter from 
the ground up to see if instructions were not followed, to see where accountability should lie 
for what happened at Abu Ghraib.  What the soldiers did was unacceptable.  Why they did it 
will be the source of investigations and some of them are being court-martialed now. 
 
In my conversations with my European friends or other friends around the world, what I say 
to them is that we are devastated by what we saw at Abu Ghraib but now watch what a 
democracy does when it has a problem like this, how we use our laws to get to the bottom of 
this, how we have a free media, how we have a Congress that is providing oversight to make 
sure that those responsible are brought to justice and held accountable. 
 
With respect to the resolution at the UN earlier this week, we would have preferred to see a 
rollover for another year, but frankly, Abu Ghraib made it difficult for some of the Security 
Council members to vote positively on that. So we thought it would be better not to have a 
vote at all. 
 
Mr. McMANUS:  And--and is the shadow of that issue one of the reasons that you've been 
getting push-back when you ask for more contributions to the troop strength in Iraq? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  No.  No, not really.  The push-back we're getting is resistance that we--we 
previously received.  Abu Ghraib didn't make it any--any harder or easier.  Keep in mind that 
there are some 16 NATO nations of the 26 nations in NATO that are involved in Iraq and 
none of those nations stepped away and said they would leave Iraq either because of the 
increased violence as a result of the insurgency or Abu Ghraib.  They're all standing firm. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mr. Secretary, The Washington Post says this morning that the CIA has 
suspended use of the unusual interrogation techniques like making people think they're going 
to be drowned and so forth.  We learned from that story that this memo that went out that 
the White House has now disavowed, saying that certain torture methods were OK, it 
apparently was vetted by the White House counsel, by people at the NSC, by Vice President 
Cheney's office.  I'm just wondering:  Did you ever see that memo? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  If this is the Justice Department memo you're referring to... 
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SCHIEFFER:  Yes. 
 
Sec. POWELL:  ...the 50-page memo, no, I did not see it.  I think it was internal to the Justice 
Department and parts of the White House but was not distributed interagency for--for 
comment.  Our position on these issues is well-known and is the subject of memos that we 
provided to the Justice Department and to the White House. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mr. Secretary, this week as you well know, polls show that for the first time a 
majority of the American people think that going into Iraq was a mistake.  Do you believe the 
public is losing support for this effort? And what do you say to people now as we near this 
hand-over date when we turn it over to the Iraqis? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  The first thing I said it wasn't a mistake.  Saddam Hussein is gone.  We don't 
have to debate any longer as to whether or not there are or will be or were weapons of mass 
destruction.  They're gone.  He's gone.  Not going to happen again.  He's not going to fill 
torture rooms.  He's not going to fill mass graves.  And the Iraqi people now have the 
opportunity to build a new society with a new political system resting on a foundation of 
democracy and freedom and there about to have their own leaders back in charge, leaders 
who have already demonstrate--demonstrated a great deal of courage and a commitment to 
putting in place the kind of country that we want to see, one that rests on the rule of law.  
And Prime Minister Allawi has made it clear that he and his government will take all steps 
necessary to defeat this insurgency.  What we have to do is make sure that we give them our 
solid support. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Did--did... 
 
Sec. POWELL:  The polls you're making reference to are--the polls you're making reference to 
reflect an unease that's come about in recent weeks because of the strong insurgency that we 
have been seeing, but we knew we would see this kind of activity as we got close to the 
changeover date and we'll probably see it after the changeover date for a while until people 
realize that these insurgents are not attacking Americans any longer.  They're now attacking 
their own government.  They're attacking their own people.  Most of the people being killed 
and injured by these bombs are innocent Iraqis or Iraqi police who are trying to protect the 
Iraqi people.  And I hope that when they see that they're attacking their own future, 
attacking their own government, the Iraqi people will sp--start to respond accordingly and do 
everything they can to help their government defeat this insurgency. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mr. Secretary, can I just pick up with one thing you said there? You said 
Saddam is gone and the weapons of mass destruction are gone.  Are you convinced there are 
no longer any weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, if there ever were? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  Well, we have not found any stockpiles, and we thought there were stockpiles 
there.  We have not found those stockpiles.  What we also knew was there--and there's no 
question about this--was an intention on the part of Saddam Hussein and his government to 
have such weapons.  They had them in the past and they maintained the capability to have 
them again in the future, with dual-use facilities, with the infrastructure needed.  And I'm 
absolutely convinced that if the international community had not acted, if the UN had just 
simply walked away and nobody acted, and they got rid of the sanctions they were under, 
then with Saddam Hussein still there and with that capability still there, we might well have 
seen stockpiles.  But we have not found stockpiles yet, and I'm quite confident that this new 
government will in no way have such an intention and will no way--in no way keep that 
kind of capability or want that kind of capability. 
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Mr. McMANUS:  Mr.  Secretary, you mentioned the--the increase in attacks from the 
insurgents in Iraq, and your deputy, Richard Armitage, told Congress last week that the 
insurgents seem to be better coordinated and even more effective than before.  We've heard 
military experts say that part of the problem in the short term is that the insurgents seem to 
be getting better faster than the new Iraqi security forces are getting better.  Do you share that 
assessment, and should the American people, in effect, expect things to get worse for a while 
before they turn the corner and start to get better? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  Things are going to be tough for a while.  Whether they get worse or not, I 
don't know, but it's going to be a difficult time, Doyle, and it's going to take a while to build 
up Iraqi police forces and the Iraqi military again.  You just don't do it overnight.  And as you 
look at the insurgency and what it's been doing in recent weeks, as Secretary Armitage says, 
there does seem to be a level or coordination, a level of command and control within the 
insurgency that we have to target and go after.  We've got to get inside that command-and-
control system.  We've got to get inside their decision cycle in order for us to be more effective 
in putting that insurgency down and in order for the Iraqis to be more effective in putting 
down the insurgency. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  When did we come to the conclusion that there is a central command authority 
for these people, because for so long when this violence was going on, we were told this was 
just an uncoordinated group of thugs and terrorists at work.  Now Secretary Armitage says 
that that was a mistake.  When did we come to the conclusion that it was a coordinated thing 
that's going on there, Mr. Secretary? 
 
Sec. POWELL:  You know, I don't think that Secretary Armitage said it was a mistake.  I 
think that earlier we did not see the kind of coordination that we're seeing now, where the 
attacks are larger.  You know, earlier it was just an occasional roadside bomb or a regular 
roadside bomb, but now we're seeing a higher level of coordination.  So that means that they 
have been spending time getting themselves organized, and it just changes the nature of the 
enemy. We've got to go after it. 
 
I don't want to leave the impression, however, that everything that is happening in Iraq from 
the insurgent side is all part of one organization. Part of it is related to the Zarqawi 
organization.  There may be other organizations.  Whether they all link together or not 
remains to be seen.  I wouldn't go that far.  But certainly we're seeing a level of command and 
control and a level of coordination that it seems to me is a little bit different than what we 
were seeing some months ago. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mr. Secretary, I know you have to catch a motorcade.  Thank you for joining 
us. 
 
All right.  The secretary of State and I think that I misspoke myself at the beginning of the 
interview.  I said that General Casey, the new commander who's headed to Iraq wants 
25,000 more troops to protect the UN mission there. I believe what he told Congress was he's 
looking for a brigade, about 5,000 troops.  Others in Central Command say it may take five 
times that many, 25,000. 
 
We want to bring in now Senator Joe Biden from his home state of Delaware. 
 
Senator Biden, you just heard that.  The secretary of Defense, Mr. Rumsfeld, I'm told, has told 
a British interviewer this morning that he has, quote, "No immediate plans to send more 
troops to Iraq."  Some might say that's Washington-speak for `Get ready, here come more 
troops.'  What's your take? 
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Senator JOSEPH BIDEN (Democrat, Delaware; Ranking, Foreign Relations Committee):  
More troops are coming.  I just got back from Iraq last Saturday, met with every flag officer 
that was in Iraq from General Sanchez on down, and it's clear to me in candid conversations 
with our military they know they are going to need more troops.  They're particularly--one of 
the--the--the entirety of the--of our command said the following.  We're going to need a 
minimum of 140,000 troops in Iraq between now and December of '05 at a minimum.  We 
should level with the American people.  And number two, they know from experience in the 
Balkans and in Afghanistan that at the time of elections, you need a surge of additional 
forces.  And so that means come this fall, going into the first electoral process at the end of 
the year and then the final election, they know they're going to need more forces.  There're 
going to be 3,000 to 5,000 polling places. 
 
They also know that they're going to need a brigade to protect the--the UN personnel coming 
back in and they know they need more forces.  And this is the most candid--my third trip to 
Iraq--it's the most candid our military has been about their circumstance.  They--they--they're 
not down.  They are hopeful. But when I asked General Patrais, who's a first-rate guy; he's 
the guy that has to train up the Iraqi police and Iraqi security forces.  There's an incredible 
dose of realism now.  The idea that we have 210,000 forces like Rumsfeld has been saying 
that are Iraqi is ridiculous.  We do not have anything approaching that in terms of 
competence.  We're turning over sovereignty but not competence.  Patrais and even the 
people now taking ca--in charge of training the police are down from saying by the end of '05 
we'll have 90,000 Iraqi force--or policemen trained.  Now they're looking to 30,000 to 40,000.  
That's realistic. 
 
So the good news is, Bob, they're getting more realistic.  They need more help.  They need 
more competent guidance from the civilians here, and we can get this done if they get it. 
 
Mr. McMANUS:  Senator, let me ask you the same question or the--that I asked of--of 
Secretary Powell, when the general's telling you that the insurgents are getting better, faster, 
than those new Iraqi security forces, and does that mean we ought to expect things to get 
worse for a while before they get better? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Yes, and yes.  I mean, the fact of the matter is, there is no competent Iraqi 
security force.  It's not the Iraqis' fault.  There's been no real training program so far.  There's 
been--we haven't leveled with the folks.  They're--they're--they're out there--look, we went 
and visited the training facility in Jordan.  The people running the facility--our people 
running the facility said this program is--is not worth much at all right now, including the 
Jordanian chief of police, who's there doing the training with us.  The same with the military. 
 But there is some progress.  There is some progress.  And it's going to get worse initially, but I 
think we'll get better. 
 
Look, there's some good news.  If you look at the drastic change in the polling data, in terms 
of whether or not the Iraqi people believe they have a shot of having a government now, the 
answer is yes.  There--it's completely flipped.  So there's been a psychological change.  This is 
a new starting point.  We just need a more competent leadership in the administration to give 
the military and the civ--pol--the civilian police operation a--a real--a--really what they need. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We have about 30 seconds left, Senator.  How long do you think it's going to be 
before the Iraqi security forces are able to keep the peace? 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Not until, at least, in my view December of next year, but incrementally they'll 
do better and better.  And the better we do, the more inclined the international community 
will be to help. 
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Bob, you and I know--you--we've talked before.  I believe one of the reasons why the 
international community is not helping more--and they should.  They're being irresponsible--
is they don't think we're competent in how to put this together.  The more competent we 
show ourselves to be, the more inclined they'll get in the deal. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  I'm going to have to end it there.  We'll be back with a... 
 
Sen. BIDEN:  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...a Flashback in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Thirty-six years ago this month, Lyndon Johnson had abandoned hope of 
winning the Vietnam War and was trying instead to negotiate an honorable end to it.  But 
critics said the time for that was long past, as we hear in this 50th anniversary Flashback 
from June 2nd, 1968. 
 
(Excerpt from June 2, 1968) 
 
Senator EUGENE McCARTHY:  We raise moral objections to this war. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  One of the most outspoken critics of the war in Vietnam, Democratic 
presidential contender Senator Eugene McCarthy, believed no settlement agreement could 
justify the sacrifice that had already been made. 
 
Sen. McCARTHY:  Do they want to sacrifice another 23,000 lives and another $100 billion in 
order to--does that do something about the first 23,000 who've been killed and the first 
140,000 who've been wounded?  I think the American people have been very unhappy about 
this war for a long, long time, but they'll be more unhappy if we continue it than they will be 
if we--if we bring it to an end. 
 
Unidentified Man:  Well, you think there is going to be an unsatisfactory conclusion to this 
war, then. 
 
Sen. McCARTHY:  Oh, I think there's bound to be an unsatisfactory conclusion to this war. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  It would be seven years before the United States withdrew all of its troops from 
Vietnam.  By then more than 58,000 Americans had died. Another FACE THE NATION 50th 
anniversary Flashback. 
 
And I'll be back with a final word. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally today, during the 1960 campaign, former President Harry Truman said 
the Republicans could go to hell.  Candidates Nixon and Kennedy were asked for comment.  
Nixon was highly offended by Truman's language.  He said if elected, he hoped to maintain 
the standard set by Eisenhower who had in Nixon's words restored dignity, decency and 
good language to the White House after Truman left.  Kennedy said only that he doubted he 
could do much to change the 76-year-old Truman.  `Maybe Mrs. Truman can,' Kennedy said, 
`but I don't think I can.' 
 
That's about where I come down on Vice President Cheney's now famous directions to 
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Senator Leahy.  The guy lost his temper.  These things happen. It's not the word that bothers 
me but that we are seeing yet again an example of just how sour our politics has become.  
Years of nasty, anything-goes campaigns have spilled over into the legislative process and 
poisoned the atmosphere so badly the two sides have trouble even identifying common goals. 
 
Ask anyone on either side.  They will tell you the partisan divide has grown so wide people in 
Congress no long even--longer even know each other nor do they want to.  Gridlock has 
become the norm in Washington.  Unable to make progress on major issues, the two sides 
spend endless hours bickering about small matters in order to torment each other for partisan 
gain which is fine for them, but it's costing the rest of us a lot of money.  That's the obscene 
part. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


