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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today, on FACE THE NATION, the life and legacy of Pope John Paul II.  He was called the 
people's pope.  And after 26 years as leader of the Catholic church, he is gone.  We'll look at 
this remarkable life, the long tenure and the impressive impact on the world of Pope John Paul. 
 We'll talk with former national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski and Monsignor Brian 
Ferme who both knew the pope well.  Then we'll talk about the selection of a new pope and the 
future of the Catholic church with Peter Steinfels who writes the religion column for The New 
York Times.  I'll have a final word on how this remarkable man taught us not only how to live 
but to die.  The death of a pope on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Good morning again. 
 
We will spend our broadcast this morning reflecting on the life of Pope John Paul II and talking 
about the challenges that lie ahead for his successor and his church. 
 
The flag at the White House flies at half-staff this morning.  The president and Mrs. Bush 
attended church earlier today.  They are now preparing to attend the pope's funeral which will 
be held in Rome later this week and will be attended, of course, by leaders from around the 
world. 
 
And this is the scene in Rome this morning where thousands of people have gathered in St. 
Peter's Square to pay their final respects to the pope.  Many of them have been there through 
the night. 
 
We want to go first to our veteran CBS News correspondent Allen Pizzey who is there.  Allen. 
 
ALLEN PIZZEY reporting: 
 
Bob, interestingly, those people that are gathered in the square actually heard the words of 
John Paul II this morning.  Naturally, he didn't speak them but in message prepared in 
advance to address that Mass before he died was delivered by one of his archbishops.  His words 
were actually spoken. 
 
The public won't get to see John Paul II until Monday.  Right now his body is lying in state 
where members of the papal household in the Curia where the dignitaries of Italy and for the 
diplomatic press corps to view.  He's in what's called what's called the Clementine Hall, a 
Fresco 17th century room that's adjacent to the papal apartments and which was used by John 
Paul II to often--as a place to meet and greet famous world leaders, the great and the good 
came here, as well as the bad I suppose.  But interestingly John Paul II is already being elevated 
to the title of great as it were.  In a speech delivered today but--he didn't say the words, but 
Angelo Sodano, the cardinal who used to be the secretary of state, referred to John Paul II as 
John Paul, the Great.  He didn't speak those words but they were in the written version. That 
makes it official. 
 
Now using the term great is very interesting.  The last time popes were called great was in 604 
and only two of them have been called great.  One of them beat back Attila the hun, the other 
beat back the Lombards when Italy was divided up and opened the food baskets of Rome to the 
poor.  So putting John Paul in that company is interesting.  Both of them were made saints.  
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And, obviously, it's a term given to someone whose papacy had a great impact.  John Paul II's 
papacy had a tremendous impact on the world, and I suppose they could be comparing him to 
beating back the huns.  His papacy in many ways they say beat back communism.  So he's 
being given an elevated status already, Bob. That's quite an interesting thing. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, what does this mean, Allen?  Does this mean now he will be considered 
for sainthood, that he is being as a great do you think? 
 
PIZZEY:  Well, as one churchman put it to me, `It doesn't hurt.' And interestingly enough, 
John Paul II has made more saints than all of his predecessors combined and he put three of his 
predecessor as pope on the road to sainthood.  A lot of people were talking some time ago that 
John Paul II was this marvelous sainted man, but you can't do it for five years.  The process 
can't begin for five years because you have to first get over the emotions of losing the person 
and certainly emotions are running high here. People have been sobbing and crying now for a 
couple of days.  We're expecting to see as many as two and a half million people coming here. 
 
When John Paul I died, 750,000 people went passed his coffin.  When John Paul II is laid out 
in St. Peter's Basilica tomorrow for the people to view him, they're expecting he will exceed 
that number, Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Thank you very much, Allen.  I'm sure we're going to be talking to 
you many times over this next week. 
 
Joining us here in Washington, former national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski who 
actually knew the pope and knew him for a long, long time, and Monsignor Brian Ferme of 
Catholic University.  He is the dean of the school of canon law there.  Held the same position at 
the Vatican. 
 
Monsignor, Allen was just talking about calling this pope John Paul the Great. What do we 
read into that? 
 
Monsignor BRIAN FERME (Catholic University):  Well, I think that it's an indication of just 
the esteem in which he was held in, and also the fact that he was a great person, under all sorts 
of conditions and all sorts of points of view, just the fact that he was a great communicator.  He 
also had a--seems to have had an intuitive knowledge of how to handle the media, and, 
therefore--and, also, to communicate with people.  But it's just an indication.  There's no 
formal process that someone--that the church has to create someone or nominate someone 
great.  It comes from the people themselves.  And you're absolutely correct, or your 
correspondent from Rome was correct, that it's often an indication that perhaps in the future 
he may be created a saint. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And, as Allen was saying, and as you just point out, he was known as the 
people's pope, wasn't he?  He was different. 
 
Msgr. FERME:  Oh, he was terribly different from his predecessors.  As I said, I think he had 
an absolute instinct, an inner intuition, as to what people needed and how to communicate with 
them.  And I think one of the--people often ask about his legacy--of the pope.  I think his 
legacy is very much underscored by the people who in the square of St. Peter's last night and 
were there praying for him, praying with him, and also heard the announcement of his death, 
that those people in the square and in many ways symbolized his legacy.  They were from all 
types, all ages, people who perhaps even disagreed with him on certain issues, they were young, 
but they were all there together absolutely amazed and holding in deep respect this 
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extraordinary person.  And part of that was that he was able to communicate both himself, and 
I think his message, to these people in an extraordinary way. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dr. Brzezinski, you knew this pope, as they say, way back when, and--from 
your days in Poland and so on.  He was--his influence went far beyond the church, did it not?  
And, I mean, the influence that he has had on the last half of the 20th century, it seems to me, 
is remarkable. 
 
Dr. ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI (Former National Security Adviser):  Yeah, actually I knew 
him from the days way back but in the United States.  I first met him when he came to lecture 
at Harvard and then I met him a number of times, quite a few times, when he was pope.  I 
think his influence was so enormous because he responded to something that was very much 
latent in our era, in our civilization.  I think there is a sense that modernity and technology 
give us so much control over the external world, and yet provide no reassurance as to what we 
are, why we're here, what is the real meaning of life.  And this pope, in a very direct fashion, in 
a very simple fashion, because he was not a pretentious person, conveyed such enormous 
conviction, so much faith, so much hope that it was infectious.  And that, incidentally, is what 
gave him political power without him playing politics.  And I think that role and his struggle 
against communism is misunderstood. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You know--and I say this and I--because I do not consider politician a 
pejorative term.  This man was also a master politician, was he not, in the same sense that 
Ronald Reagan understood that the way you communicate with people is you communicate by 
demonstrating where you are, where you stand, how you stand has as much to do with getting 
through to people as the words sometimes.  And it seems to me when he went back to Poland, 
and told the Polish people `Stand up,' he demonstrated his knowledge of how politics works and 
how you do get through to people. 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  He was a politician in effect but not in intent.  And the political effects of 
what he did were a byproduct of what he was but what he was was a not a person concerned 
with politics.  It was the serenity and the conviction and the depth of his faith that had a 
political effect in an age which has become somewhat materialistic, somewhat hedonistic.  And 
the effect was particularly felt in that part of the world which was dominated by communism 
because communism was materialistic.  It was brutal.  It was also corrupt.  It was spiritually 
empty.  And he stripped communism of all of its pretensions and revealed it for what it was.  
And that's why when he went behind the Iron Curtain, he didn't preach politics.  But he had 
enormous political effect. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What was he like, Father?  Both of you spent time with him, had dinner with 
him.  What was he like as a person? 
 
Msgr. FERME:  He was extremely engaging, extremely warm.  On the number of occasions I 
met him, he made, you know, everyone feel extraordinarily at home. And there was a 
spontaneity about him.  Things would come out, you know, in spontaneous fashion.  But on 
the other hand, it was very clear that he was also a great intellectual.  That, in other words, the 
questions he asked were actually very penetrating at times but often tinged with a great deal of 
humanity and a slight sense of humility.  And he was just the most extraordinary person. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  I mean, if you were having dinner, I mean, did he engage in small talk?  Did he 
challenge people? 
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Msgr. FERME:  I think a bit of both.  The couple of times I had dinner with him, he engaged 
in small talk.  Well, I did remember last time he had a piece of paper next to him.  There were 
about seven or eight of us at the table where he had the names of each one.  And he did say to 
me, and I'm sure he didn't remember me, but he did say to me, `How is the School of Canon 
Law doing?  And are the canonists being formed correctly?' 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Mm-hmm. 
 
Msgr. FERME:  But he did ask questions, challenging questions, and he also was very good on 
small talk and chatted and had an enormous memory.  He could remember. 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  He was very human also in his feelings about people, ones that suffer.  The 
name of a priest came up who was rather ill, a priest who was a theologian, a friend of his in 
Poland.  And he said to his assistant, who is secretary, Bishop Dziwisz, `Let's phone him up.'  
And they brought in the telephone, and the pope came on the line.  Of course, the priest over 
there was absolutely amazed.  And the pope said a few words.  And then he says, `I have an 
additional surprise for you.  I have a friend of mine here, Professor Brzezinski,' and he gives me 
the phone, and I had to talk to this person. 
 
I mean, he was just so human and so basic.  But at the same time, what was really kind of 
intensely felt was the concentration and the depth.  When you would speak to him, he would 
sit like this, and he would listen with total absorption.  And then when he spoke, it was very 
direct.  It was very carefully worded but with conviction.  For example, when martial law was 
imposed in Poland, he was absolutely convinced that it will come to an end, that communism 
will fall.  The question was not when, but that it will. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Did he believe that the Communists were behind his assassination, the 
Russians? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Indirectly I have to say yes.  I don't think he ever explicitly stated that 
directly, but I think from the conversations I had, yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you believe that the Russians were behind that? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  I think so.  I think there's enough evidence to suggest that there was a 
complicated trail establishing distance between the KGB and the actual perpetrator through 
these Germans to the Bulgarians to the right-wing Turks so that there would be real 
deniability. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dr. Brzezinski, thank you so much for being with us this morning. 
 
We're going to come back in a minute with more on the legacy of this pope. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And we're back again with Monsignor Brian Ferme.  Joining us now is Peter 
Steinfels, The New York Times religion columnist and co-director of the Fordham Center on 
Religion and Culture. 
 
Gentlemen, let's talk a little about what comes next.  You have the conclaves, the cardinals get 
together, those under 80, to select a new pope.  How does that happen and how long will it 
take, do you think? 
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Msgr. FERME:  OK, so tomorrow there's a period of up to 15 to 20 days before the conclave 
formally begins, and during those 15 to 20 days, the cardinals meet in what was known as the 
general congregations where they discuss a whole series of practical matters, ensuring that the 
Sistine Chapel is prepared, ensuring that the residence where the cardinals will stay during the 
conclave is prepared, establishing the date of the funeral, which may possibly be this Thursday, 
the Masses and so on.  After 15 to 20 days, they go into the conclave and they have one ballot 
on the first afternoon and then they have two ballots in the morning and two ballots in the 
afternoon in the successive days until two-thirds vote is reached for a particular candidate, and 
that's 117 electors and two-thirds is 78, I think. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And you have to have two-thirds, but if they don't get two-thirds by what... 
 
Msgr. FERME:  They have to have a series of 21 to 22 ballots, so then they can decide to go to 
an absolute majority, which is 50 plus one. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Yeah. 
 
Msgr. FERME:  Yeah. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So it may be a while before we know who the next pope is going to be. 
 
Msgr. FERME:  Yes, it would be quite extraordinary if it went to the 21... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Yeah. 
 
Msgr. FERME:  ...ballots to an absolute majority--not impossible, but quite extraordinary.  But 
it may take a week or so. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Peter, as someone who follows all this closely, what will be--how will the--what 
do you think--who do you think the new pope is going to be? Most people say it will not be an 
American. 
 
Mr. PETER STEINFELS (The New York Times):  Well, I think that's fairly well established.  
There's a general belief that you wouldn't want what is in many ways the world's religious 
superpower to have as its head a citizen from what is the world's political and military 
superpower.  It just would not be appropriate.  And that's been a belief for a long time, just not 
in this choice of a new pope.  There's all these discussions about candidates from--a return to 
an Italian pope, a few from Western Europe and possibly from the developing nations or from 
particularly Latin America.  But this list of names... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  On and on. 
 
Mr. STEINFELS:  ...goes up and down and back and forth. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  What are the challenges that the next pope will face? 
 
Mr. STEINFELS:  Well, first of all, he'll face the challenge of following in the footsteps of this 
pope who has given the world an entirely different model in a sense of a papacy with such a 
personal dimension.  And many people, however, think that his successor will have to turn to 
business at home if you will.  This pope in his travels around the world often left management 
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to the church's institutional structures to people in the Vatican and, admittedly, that wasn't his 
main priority. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, what will be his problems?  What is it, from your vantage point as 
someone looking at the church rather than being inside the church? 
 
Mr. STEINFELS:  Three things that seem to me to be fairly obvious are, first, the shortage of 
priests.  The Catholic population worldwide is growing, and even where the number of priests 
are increasing in absolute numbers in terms of the ratio between the numbers of priests and the 
people that have to serve are getting worse and worse.  A second major issue, I think, is the role 
of women in the church.  I think we're in a period of historical change in terms of recognizing 
the equality and dignity of women.  In fact, this pope has been stronger on that in many ways 
than any of his predecessors, and consequently the public roles of women.  And I think that's 
just not the United States and Western Europe.  It's a worldwide phenomenon.  And, thirdly, I 
think the consultative processes in the church, the institutions that allow input from the rest of 
the world, from the world's bishops especially, need to be rehabilitated, if you will.  They've 
grown a little rusty under this papacy. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You know, we hear about cafeteria Catholics... 
 
Mr. STEINFELS:  Yes. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...in this country, and yet church attendance in this country with Catholics 
especially is very good.  In Europe, where people, you know, don't seem to have some of the 
problems that the people in America have with the church, attendance is down.  What happens 
here on that, Monsignor? 
 
Msgr. FERME:  Well, I think it's certainly true.  I mean, I've been here two years, and in 
comparison to Europe, the problems in the United States church are certainly true but church 
attendance, even though it may be dwindling in certain areas in the United States and Peter 
would know better than I, there's a tremendous vitality in the American church, not only just 
in terms of church attendance, but you can feel tremendous energy; whereas my feeling is that 
the European situation is actually in pretty dire straits at all sorts of levels. I mean, one can use 
a symbolic example of the fact that the European Community refused to acknowledge explicitly 
the role of Christianity in the development of Europe, which is an extraordinary thing 
historically not to acknowledge, but I think is reflective of a difficult situation. 
 
And just following on with a little bit as to one of the challenges that the next pope will face is to 
a certain extent the challenge of his own back yard; that is, the de-Christianization of Europe, 
which is a tremendous problem and something that he will really have to decide upon and look 
to very seriously. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And what about the shortage of priests?  Do you see that as a problem? 
 
Msgr. FERME:  That's an absolute problem.  It would be likened as if an ostrich putting one's 
head in the dirt and not facing reality.  There is a serious shortage of priests.  There are the 
occasions in certain developing countries where numbers of ...(unintelligible) are coming, but 
in the developed world--Europe, Western Europe and North America--there is a shortage of 
priests which is having real effects on parish life, that is the Eucharist of people, and that will 
have to be faced very seriously by a future pontiff.  
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Thanks to both of you.  Thank you for joining us. 
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I'll be back with a final word in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And, finally, remember "Thanatopsis" by William Cullen Bryant?  It was a 
staple of English literature when I was in high school, one of the poems we had to memorize.  
Basically, it is an instruction on how to die.  Not something that high school students worry 
about all that much, but somehow I never forgot its closing lines:  `So live that when thy 
summons comes to join the innumerable caravan, go not like the quarry-slave at night 
scourged to his dungeon but sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust.  Approach thy 
grave like one who wraps the drapery of his couch about him and lies down to pleasant dreams.' 
 
John Paul was a moral leader who did more than tell us how to live.  He showed us.  When he 
went back to Poland for his first time as pope, he told the people not to crawl on their stomachs 
but to stand up.  And they stood up against communism.  When he recovered from an 
assassin's wounds, he forgave his assassin.  And when his long life was in his final days, he 
accepted it and with great dignity showed us how to die.  The shroud that covers pleasant 
dreams is woven with the threads of a life we have led. 
 
We'll be back in just a moment. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And we leave you this morning with some images of Pope John Paul II. 


