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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION:  Who should John Kerry pick for a running mate?  The 
names are in the hat and there are a lot of them ranging from Hillary Clinton and John 
Edwards to Bob Graham and a host of governors.  What will determine John Kerry's pick, the 
candidate's state or region, personal chemistry or policy agreement?  We'll ask three of the top 
possibilities:  Senator Graham of Florida, Governor Bill Richardson of New Mexico and 
Governor Ed Rendell of Pennsylvania.  Dan Balz of The Washington Post will join in the 
questions, and we'll have a FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback on how we got 
to Vietnam. 
 
Then I'll have a final word on Air Force One, the magic carpet of presidential campaigning.  
But first picking a running mate on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again.  The fun of politics, of course, is speculating on who 
is going to do what and why.  And so that's what we're going to do today.  From Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, Governor Bill Richardson; from Miami, Florida, Senator Bob Graham; in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, Governor Ed Rendell.  Joining us at the table this morning, Dan 
Balz, the political reporter from The Washington Post. 
 
Well, gentlemen, all of you have been mentioned at one time or another as a possible running 
mate for John Kerry.  Let me just ask you at the beginning here would any of you who are 
not interested in being on the ticket raise your hand.  Hmm. 
 
Governor Richardson, you're not interested in being on the ticket?  Does that mean that you 
would turn down an invitation if John--if--if John Kerry asked you? 
 
Governor BILL RICHARDSON (Democrat, New Mexico):  Bob, I've already addressed this 
before.  I love being governor of New Mexico.  We've made a lot of progress.  My job isn't 
finished yet.  I've only been governor a year.  We've cut taxes.  We've got economic growth 
initiatives, education reform.  You know, governor is the best job in the world.  And I've said 
this before. Nobody seems to believe me.  You obviously don't.  But I am very happy in my 
job. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  I don't--I don't believe you because I've been around politics for a long, long 
time, Governor.  But I--I say that with respect. 
 
Senator Graham, they're saying that Florida right now--a new poll out this morning by I 
think the Miami newspaper down there says this morning that at this point in time that John 
Kerry would actually carry Florida against George Bush.  Do you really think that's possible? 
 
Senator BOB GRAHAM (Democrat, Florida):  Absolutely.  In fact, this is the headline in 
today's Miami Herald.  And it indicates that Senator Kerry is up by 6 or 7 points over George 
Bush in Florida.  I think this is a very winnable state.  It has many of the same issues, such as 
jobs, that other states have, but it also has some special issues, such as the importance of 
Social Security and Medicare.  And it's interesting that although the president talks a lot 
about the prescription drug plan that he got through, it looks like it's a flop for those who 
actually are going to be affected by it, America's seniors. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, Senator Graham, if he's looking that good, do you think that Senator 
Kerry can risk not putting you on the ticket this time? 
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Sen. GRAHAM:  I think that's going to be up to Senator Kerry, obviously, and he's going to 
have to have a--an overall strategy of how he's going to get the 270 electoral votes.  And I 
think who he selects as vice president will have a lot to do with what that strategy is. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So you think he could help the ticket in Florida by putting you on it? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  I--I will do whatever I can to help John Kerry be elected president and deny 
George Bush another four years in the White House. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Governor Rendell, do you think this has to be a geographic pick? Is that where 
John Kerry can win this election, by picking somebody from a certain region, or should it be 
someone who agrees with his philosophy?  What should be his aim in picking his running 
mate? 
 
Governor ED RENDELL (Democrat, Pennsylvania):  Well--well, first of all, I think it should be 
someone who could be president and that's where Bob Graham and Bill Richardson have a 
tremendous advantage over someone like me.  They both have foreign policy experience.  
They both have real homeland security and domestic terrorism experience.  And I think both 
would be excellent choices, but the answer to your question, I think, this is going to be such a 
close election, notwithstanding the polls that are good for us right now, that if I were 
advising Senator Kerry I would advise him to take someone popular who could deliver a red 
state or could make it more likely he'd win a red state like Bob Graham in Florida or John 
Breaux in Louisiana or Dick Gephardt in--in Missouri or Bill Richardson who's state was blue 
but just barely, who could have a great impact on Arizona and Nevada.  So I think it's so 
close that I wouldn't pick someone from a blue state like myself.  I would pick someone from 
a red state, but first of all someone that the American people who have confidence in who 
could be president. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, the one name I notice you did not mention was John Edwards. Was there 
a reason for that? 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  Oh, no, no, no.  John Edwards would be a--certainly a red state and 
certainly would have appeal in the red states and--and John would bring some energy to the 
ticket.  I think John Edwards, because he's been in the Senate such a short time, has a 
handicap on the foreign policy and terrorism side.  I think it's a handicap he could overcome, 
but--but you've got some really terrific people in red states ready to go. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dan. 
 
Mr. DAN BALZ (The Washington Post):  Governor Richardson, let me ask you about the 
controversy of the week which has to do with the--the television commercials that the Bush 
campaign began airing.  They've been criticized quite a lot by some of the families of the 
victims of 9/11 because they show scenes of ground zero and they show a scene of firemen 
carrying out the flag-draped remains of one of the victims.  First of all, do you think that the 
Bush campaign went over the line in what they did?  And secondly, do you think if--if they 
did, do you think it's appropriate for John Kerry to be using Vietnam in what he talks about 
and what he's likely to do with his ads? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  I did think that the ads were a little bit over the line, although there's 
no question--and--and, look, as an American, I felt President Bush right after 9/11 stood up 
and was very positive.  But at the same time, I think those ads were politicizing the situation. 
 For instance, the use of firefighters.  I noticed that the president didn't mention firefighters in 
the State of the Union but he has them in the ads.  I think some of the fal--families have felt a 
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lot of pain. 
 
At the same time, I think Senator Kerry has a national security background. He's a Vietnam 
war hero.  He has been on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  He has led many fights 
on foreign policy on the floor of the United States Senate.  This is a key part of his 
background.  He has been in the battlefield.  He has saved some of his comrades.  I don't 
think there's a--an equation there.  I think national security is an important issue and there's 
no question that Senator Kerry, in my judgment, has the necessary background, expertise.  
He's been there.  His comment today on President Aristide in Haiti I think is right, that we 
should have backed him, that we should have had an international force ready.  I think this 
man is ready to be president immediately. 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Let me ask this.  Terry McAuliffe, the chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee, has accused President Bush as having been AWOL while he was a member of the 
Texas National Guard.  The Republicans say that is over the line.  Do you agree with that, 
that that kind of rhetoric is over the line? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  You--you talking to me, Danny? 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Yes.  Yes, Governor, sorry. 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  Yeah, I would not have used that because I think the--the president's 
service--he--he completed in the National Guard; the National Guard is a key part of our 
national defense.  But at the same time, I do think that it is important to talk about issues 
relating to credibility.  And national security is critically important.  What I want to see is a 
campaign not best--based on negatives, not based on past histories, but based on who has the 
most positive message on job creation, economic growth, national security and I think that's 
Senator Kerry by a long shot. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask Senator Graham if--if he agrees with what Governor Richardson just 
said and that is that this was a little bit over the line because some of the people in the Kerry 
campaign have told us on background that--that Senator Kerry thought it was a little bit over 
the line.  Do you agree with that, Senator Graham? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Yes, I do.  I think that as Governor Richardson has just said, President Bush 
fulfilled his responsibility to the Texas Air National Guard and he has apparently made all of 
his records available.  But I think the important point is what Bill said at the end and that is 
this needs to be an affirmative campaign which talks about those things that are important to 
the American people... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  OK. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  ...including the credibility of the candidate.  Does the candidate do what 
they said they were going to do? 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  President Bush said, for instance, when asked the question, `What would 
you do with a $5 trillion surplus?' as a candidate, he said, `I would use it first on education, 
health care, other important domestic programs.  I'd pay down the national debt by $2 
trillion.  And what's left over, I would give back to the American people.'  What's happened 
three years later?  We've not met our education, health-care needs.  We have not reduced the 
national debt.  In fact, we're about to add $3 trillion more... 
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SCHIEFFER:  All right. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  ...to the national debt.  The only thing he's done is give out tax cuts, but 
what he didn't tell you in 2000 is he was only going to give them to his friends. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Well let me just ask Governor Rendell, now doesn't John Kerry also 
have a little problem with what he has said, because as the president said the other day, he's 
sort of been on both sides of every issue, and the war in Iraq is example number one.  He 
voted to give the president the authority to go, then he voted against funding the troops once 
they got there. He voted for the Patriot Act and now he has criticized it over and over.  He 
voted for NAFTA, now he has made statements to suggest that he doesn't like NAFTA.  Isn't 
this going to be a problem for Democrats? 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  No, I don't think so, because the context of those issues always change, and-
-and when you're in government, you make decisions, you make decisions in the context of 
the--of the moment, and when that context changes, you have a right to re-evaluate your 
decision.  I supported the war publicly, not that I was in the Senate, but I--I thought we 
should go in.  I thought Saddam Hussein was a--a bad guy who was killing his own people.  
But to--to say that we should have gone into the war and yet not be able to criticize our 
effort, we were totally unprepared for the peace.  We appear to have no clue of--of how to 
reshape Iraq as a country, and I think legitimate criticism is appropriate as the times change. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me ask you this also.  Going back to those ads, Governor Richardson said he 
did think they went over the line a bit, the ones that showed ground zero, and in one of them 
I think we did see a brief picture of a coffin.  I'd like to get your thought on that but I would 
also like to also ask you, isn't the fact that the president did show very strong leadership in 
the days after the attack, shouldn't be--that be something that he can campaign on? 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  Absolutely.  The president has every right to stand up and say, `When the 
nation fa--faced its worst crisis, I was there and I led strongly.'  I think the objections come 
from the use of the images.  Just like John Kerry has every right to say, `Don't talk to me about 
national defense. I was there in the most unpopular war.  I led, I served, I understand war, I 
understand how it has to be fought, why it has to be fought and when it shouldn't be fought.' 
 I think they both can--can talk about their experiences.  But to use the images, to somehow 
imply that the--the firefighters are supporting the president when we know they're not, to use 
the coffins, I think it reflects an insensitivity to--to the victims, the victims' families and that 
was what crossed the line.  I don't think any of us are saying that President Bush shouldn't 
campaign on the fact that after 9/11 he did do a good job.  There's--there's no question about 
that.  But we've got to examine what--what happened since, and where we are. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me--let me just--yeah, let me just ask... 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Bob--Bob, could I--could I... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Just a second, Senator.  Let me just ask each of you, and maybe just a yes or no 
would be sufficient on this:  Do you believe that those ads ought to be withdrawn, Governor 
Rendell? 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  I--I think they should be, only because of the objections from the victims' 
families. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Graham. 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Yes, they should be withdrawn. 
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SCHIEFFER:  And Governor Richardson? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  Yes, I think they should be withdrawn. 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Senator Graham, could I go back to the Iraq issue for a minute. You voted against 
the resolution to go to war.  Senator Kerry, as we know, voted for it, and has been criticized 
for straddling that issue, being for the resolution but talking against the war later.  If you 
were on the ticket, would that not highlight the problems that Senator Kerry has had on that 
issue? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  No, I think it's a matter of judgment and insight.  I happened to be the 
chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee at that time.  I had some information that put 
me in an unusual position to be able to evaluate the relative threats of Saddam Hussein vs. al-
Qaida.  I came to the conclusion that al-Qaida was our greater threat, but I have great respect 
for the other members of the Congress who voted another way.  The fact is... 
 
Mr. BALZ:  But, Senator, would not--excuse me--would--but, Senator, would not Senator 
Kerry have had access to essentially that same kind of information? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  Probably not.  As the chairman, you get some information such as what is 
the--what was the relative number of Saddam Hussein operatives in the United States as 
opposed to al-Qaida inside the United States in the lead-up to the war in Iraq. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator, let me ask you this question.  This morning--and I want to put this to 
all three of you--earlier this week a Republican congressman, Tom Cole, said that a vote 
against President Bush would be a vote for Osama bin Laden.  Now they asked Republican 
Rudy Giuliani about that today, and he said no, that's not correct.  He said a vote for John 
Kerry would be a vote for the most liberal member of the United States Senate who is going to 
raise your taxes.  As Democrats, how do you respond to that?  Governor Richardson? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  Well, I think that's not only false, but it's the typical Republican 
negative wedge line.  Senator Kerry has a positive vision for the country.  He is ready because 
of his national security experience.  He's been a leader in the United States Senate.  He's 
appealing to the entire part of the country. 
 
I was in Hannibal, Missouri, last night where he has incredible popularity. This is a very 
conservative part of America.  I think the Republicans are throwing wedge issues.  They want 
to talk about same-sex marriage.  They want to talk about issues that divide Americans.  I 
think that we need a healer. The country is really divided right now.  It's divided because of 
the past election, it's divided because of the war, it's divided because of these cultural clashes 
that the Republicans are promoting.  And what I think Senator Kerry brings is unity.  So 
what you're hearing from the Republicans is, `There go those Democrats.  They raise taxes.'  I 
cut taxes in New Mexico.  We've got economic growth here.  We're... 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Governor? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  ...improving education. 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  Well, I agree with--I agree with Bill.  I think that's the typical--when you 
don't have anything to say about your own record, just try to label the other side.  And 
Americans are--are not dumb.  They're not nearly as dumb as politicians think they are.  We 
understand you can be liberal on some issues and conservative on some issues. 
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Mr. BALZ:  But if I could... 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  How dare--how dare they say that John Kerry is liberal when they have run 
up the biggest deficit in the history of this country.  How dare they say things like that when--
when John Kerry supported them on a number of different things and a lot of Democratic 
senators didn't.  If I were John Kerry, my head would be spinning. 
 
In the primaries, he was considered too moderate and now he's being tabbed as the most 
liberal ever.  It's ridiculous.  Let's talk about the issues.  Let's try and defend the president's 
record... 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Could I--could I make... 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  ...and I think that's where they run into trouble. 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Could I follow up with Governor Richardson for just a minute? 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  Sure. 
 
Mr. BALZ:  Governor, a year ago you were critical of the Democratic presidential candidates 
for making too much about Bush's tax cuts, suggesting that that was not likely to be a 
winning issue, to go run hard about repealing the tax cuts.  Have you changed your mind? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  No.  I had tax cuts in New Mexico and we're having economic growth. 
 We have a balanced budget.  My point is that the president's tax cuts--first of all, they're 
permanent and they are draining the--the--the budget right now with no end in sight.  I think 
that selected tax cuts for the middle class to promote investment, to promote high tech, rural 
economic development makes sense.  That what--that's what we've done in New Mexico. But 
what you have right now is economic policies that have caused nearly three million 
unemployment.  I mean, last we--last month the administration bragged it was their best 
month.  They only lost 3,000 manufacturing jobs.  I mean, this is--this is an administration 
with a very poor economic record. 
 
My point is that Senator Kerry has positive positions in terms of economic growth.  He wants 
to balance the budget.  He is ready to make the tough decisions on the economy, he is ready 
to spend on education and health care for people, not on these permanent tax cuts that are 
going to basically cripple our economy... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me... 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  ...as they're doing it right now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let me go around the horn here and ask each of you the same question.  Let's 
suppose that one of you--that you wound up on the ticket with John Kerry and the debates 
came along.  Senator Graham, what is the first question you would ask Vice President 
Cheney? 
 
Sen. GRAHAM:  I would ask Vice President Cheney why has this administration adopted an 
economic policy which is based on tax cuts for the wealthy, removing overtime pay and 
shipping our jobs abroad?  Why is that an economic policy that we should give another four 
years to run, given the failure that it's been in the last three years? 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Governor Rendell, what would your question be? 
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Gov. RENDELL:  Well, I'd ask him the famous question:  Do you think the average American 
is better off now than they were four years ago? 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Governor Richardson? 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  I would say to Vice President Cheney, since he's in charge of our 
energy policy, why are you promoting an energy policy that does not promote conservation 
and energy efficiency?  Why don't you have energy legislation that deals with the potential of 
another blackout, electricity reliability legislation?  Why do you keep just wanting to drill all 
over the country, including in New Mexico, without regard to environmental safeguards? I 
would say that pr--right now our energy policy, the cost of gasoline... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  OK. 
 
Gov. RICHARDSON:  ...of exploding energy costs is crippling the American people. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Thank you very much, Governor.  And when we have the vice 
president here on FACE THE NATION, we'll see what his answers to those questions are.  
Back in a minute with another FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
Thank you, gentlemen. 
 
Gov. RENDELL:  Thank you. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Thirty-nine years ago this month in March of 1965, American bombers had 
been pounding Communist targets in Vietnam relentlessly from the air, but that month the 
war would enter a new and unexpected phase.  American combat troops were sent in to 
fight on the ground.  What the American people were told about it is our FACE THE 
NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
In the 1964 campaign, Lyndon Johnson said he would not send American soldiers to fight a 
ground war in Asia.  So when 3,500 US Marines were sent to Vietnam the next year, 
Secretary of State Rusk was careful to tell FACE THE NATION in March that the Marines 
would only be used to guard the air base at Da Nang. 
 
Secretary DEAN RUSK (Secretary of State):  (From FACE THE NATION) The purpose of 
those Marines is to provide local close-in security for the Marines who are already at Da 
Nang with the Hawk missiles and other American personnel there in connection with 
aircraft. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  To drive home his point, he added... 
 
Sec. RUSK:  (From FACE THE NATION) Well, as a matter of fact, the south Vietnamese 
themselves have felt that ground combat personnel have done what is needed. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But as Rusk spoke, plans were already under way to expand the war. By year's 
end there were nearly 400,000 American combat troops in Vietnam as America took over 
fighting the ground war. 
 
Another FACE THE NATION 50th anniversary Flashback. 
 
And I'll be back with a final word. 
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(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Finally, today, people ask me do politicians lie.  The answer is they seldom lie.  
They just don't always tell the truth.  Take presidential air travel.  Ask the White House, this 
one or any previous one, how much it costs the taxpayers when the president flies around the 
country campaigning on Air Force One.  You'll be told the White House reimburses the 
government the equivalent of one first-class airfare ticket for the president and every other 
political aide who travels with him.  What you won't be told is that most of the hundreds--
hundreds of people who travel with the president are listed as government employees, not 
campaign aides. 
 
Even if the White House paid the government the price of a first-class ticket for all of them, it 
would still be a bargain.  Why?  Well, the next time you fly first class, see if you can get the 
government to throw in a free helicopter to take you to the airport or get the airline to furnish 
a cargo plane to fly your car to wherever you visit--just a few of the perks the president gets 
for his first-class ticket. 
 
White House officials are never able to compute just how much all of that costs, at least not 
when they're in the White House.  Somehow that does not seem to be a problem, though, 
when they're out of office.  For example, when then-first lady Hillary Clinton was using a 
government plane to campaign for the Senate, Republicans said it cost about $35,000 an hour 
to fly the plane and pay for all the people needed to support it.  You won't get them to 
confirm that figure these days. 
 
Politicians don't often lie, but if they told the truth about campaigning on Air Force One, 
they'd say, `Look, one of the perks of being president is that you get to stick the taxpayers 
with a big part of the bill for campaigning and we all do it.' 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


