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BOB SCHIEFFER, host: 
 
Today on FACE THE NATION, overhauling Social Security.  Is it for real or just a pipe 
dream?  And the latest on the pope who made a surprise appearance this morning. 
 
Members of Congress went home last week and got an earful about Social Security reform.  
Does the president's plan still have a chance?  We'll get two sides from Republican Senator 
John Sununu and Democrat Jon Corzine. 
 
We'll go to Rome for the latest on the pope and we'll get the unique perspective on his 
influence from someone who has known him many years, former national security adviser 
Zbigniew Brzezinski who will also assess President Bush's recent trip to Europe. 
 
I'll have a final word on what may be a glimmer of good news in the wake of the latest suicide 
bombing in Israel.  But first, Social Security and the pope on FACE THE NATION. 
 
Announcer:  FACE THE NATION with CBS News chief Washington correspondent Bob 
Schieffer.  And now from CBS News in Washington, Bob Schieffer. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And good morning again. 
 
We begin this morning by going to Rome to find out the latest on the pope's health.  CBS 
News correspondent Richard Roth is standing by. 
 
Richard. 
 
RICHARD ROTH reporting: 
 
Bob, this is the first Sunday in memory, perhaps the first in the 26 years of his papacy, that 
John Paul didn't preside in person or by voice over the weekly Angelus prayer service, but he 
did make a brief appearance from his hospital window from where he delivered a silent blessing, 
the first view we've had of the ailing 84-year-old pope since he was re-hospitalized last 
Thursday. 
 
In St. Peter's Square, the pope's Sunday blessing was recited by an archbishop who also read a 
message from John Paul asking for prayers from the faithful, but the pope's absence from this 
service today was a big break with tradition.  Today, the difference was that since a tracheotomy 
was performed last Thursday to help him breathe, he's been told by his doctors not to speak for 
at least several days.  Reportedly, he's just beginning some exercises to prepare to use his voice 
again. 
 
His silence on a Sunday, though, is something really quite unusual.  I remember trips on the 
pope's plane when we'd be in the air at noon on Sunday and the pope would pick up a 
microphone and recite the Angelus over the plane's public address system.  Vatican radio 
would carry his remarks back to the crowds in St. Peter's Square.  This is something that has 
always been passionately very important to him. 
 
Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So, obviously, he's a little better, Richard, but far from recovered.  What about 
this talk of resignation?  Will this now revive that talk? 
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ROTH:  Well, the talk hasn't stopped but it is denied.  Most authorities say it's simply 
something that John Paul would not do.  People around the Vatican say that what we see now 
is a pope who is on a new mission, and it may be one of the most important missions of his 
papacy and it carries a message.  And the message is that there is value, even holiness, in the 
old and the infirmed. 
 
Bob. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Richard Roth.  Thank you very much, Richard. 
 
And from the pope's health to the health of the Social Security system--we talk now in New 
York to Senator Jon Corzine.  He's a Democrat, of course. Here in our studio, Republican 
Senator John Sununu. 
 
Gentlemen, welcome to both of you. 
 
Senator JOHN SUNUNU (Republican, New Hampshire):  Good morning. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  This is the hot topic.  Everybody's been back in their home districts, members 
of Congress.  Some got a real earful while they were there. So we want to talk today about what 
both of you think the chances are there will be some kind of reform.  I want to start by asking 
both of you to react to this story that's in The Washington Post this morning which says, 
`GOP May seek a deal on these private savings accounts,' and basically this is the proposal put 
forth by Congressman Clay Shaw of Florida who is talking about setting up private accounts 
outside Social Security, outside Social Security. Senator Sununu, what do you know about that 
and do you think that has any chance? 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  Well, I think any negotiation is really going to start in the Senate, because the 
Senate's going to move first on this, so the place to look is the Senate Finance Committee.  The 
ranking member is Senator Max Baucus; other members of the Finance Committee, like Kent 
Conrad, that are trying to work out some kind of a compromise.  And given that we need... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well... 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  ...60 votes in the Senate, so by definition, there has to be an agreement.  Clay 
Shaw's been working on this a long time. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, what is he talking about here? 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  Well, he has a proposal that adds accounts outside of the Social Security 
payroll tax.  Now if you require someone to set aside money outside of the Social Security tax, 
that's really like a payroll tax increase that then goes into an account.  So I think what you're 
more likely to see, if this were pursued, would be a situation where if someone put one or two 
percent of their pay in an account, it would be matched by 2 or 3 or 4 percent of the payroll tax. 
 But just to create accounts outside of Social Security is like giving people an IRA or a 401(k), 
which is something they already have. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  Well, Senator Corzine, what do you know about this? And do you 
think it has any chance of replacing what the president wants to do here? 
 
Senator JON CORZINE (Democrat, New Jersey; Banking, Housing & Urban Affairs 
Committee):  Well, there's always been support for Social Security-plus.  Our country is deficit-
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-in deficit on its savings.  We're basically barely above zero in our savings rate.  And so things 
that would encourage national savings, which by the way, the private accounts that the 
president is suggesting don't do, I think are worthy of having some discussion.  But it's outside. 
 No carve-out of personal accounts with--inside Social Security, I think... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well... 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  ...is a fundamental premise to start with, and then we move to talking about 
how we improve the national savings rate. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But if you're talking about subsidizing it, if the government's going to subsidize 
it, that's going to be pretty expensive if you did that, even if you did it outside Social Security, 
would it not? 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  Well, you know, there are a number of initiatives--a matter of fact, Rick 
Santorum and I have a proposal called Kids' Account, which is really giving $500 to every child 
that is born in America.  And if you accumulate that over 60 years, 65 years, you can end up 
with a tremendous change in the savings nature of our country, both because people 
understand savings but also the power of compound interest over that period of time. That kind 
of proposal outside of Social Security is a great idea.  But I don't think we need to take away 
guaranteed benefits.  We shouldn't be adding on to the national debt at the incredible rates of 
$2 trillion over a decade and five over 30 years.  It's just--that's a hard road to follow. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right. 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  And I think that's what people are hearing about out on the stump. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let's go back and talk to Senator Sununu about that.  You have called 
yourself--Senator Sununu, you have said the structural weakness of the president's Social 
Security plan is the greatest long-term threat to the federal budget.  Yet critics say that the plan 
to create these personal savings accounts will cost $1 trillion to $2 trillion down the line and 
does nothing to resolve the problem of solvency with the system.  How do you react to that? 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  Well, my criticism was on the structural weakness in Social Security... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Yes. 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  ...not the president's plan.  And I think... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, I--exactly. 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  I just want to be clear to my viewers back home.  They don't think that I've 
turned on the president. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  No, no, no. 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  I'm sure that wasn't the suggestion.  Look, it is a structural weakness.  And 
we do need a system that works better.  We have to remember, the reason to do this is because 
of a long-term shortfall.  Social Security actuaries say it's $10 trillion to $12 trillion.  So that's 
the hole, the gap, that's there if we do nothing. 
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We modernize the system, one, because I think it will lead to a better system and, two, because 
it will deal with that shortfall.  So if there were transition costs, you say $1 trillion to $2 trillion--
it all depends on the specifics of the plan.  The reason you take those on is to get rid of the $12 
trillion hole that we know exists today.  And personal accounts, allowing younger workers the 
choice of investing in a thrift savings plan option that gives a better rate of return, I think leads 
to a better system. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But... 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  It's better for younger workers.  It's certainly better for lower- and middle-
income workers that don't have access to IRAs and 401(k)s. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  But you just said you're going to have to add to the deficit. 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  In the near term, depending on how you finance it, yes, but if you add to the 
deficit $1 trillion over the next 10 years in order to get rid of a $12 trillion bill that our children 
and grandchildren are going to get stuck with, ask them if they think that's a good trade-off.  
They'll say absolutely. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, what... 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  And it's a long-term system that is sustainable in the long term. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Well, let's see what Senator Corzine has to say about that. 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  Well, respectfully I have some major differences with what John has just said. 
 First of all, it's not $1 trillion for the transitionary costs over about 25 years.  It's $5 trillion, 
and it doesn't solve the problem.  It doesn't solve what is that shortfall, whether you use the 75-
year horizon, where it's $3.7 trillion, or you use the infinity horizon that John used, which is 10 
or 11.  You have to solve that problem. 
 
Chairman Greenspan in a recent testimony in front of the Banking Committee said private 
accounts don't solve our problem here.  There are a whole series of other things that can be 
talked about.  The president actually talked about one:  raising the caps on payroll taxes as a 
potential means of solving this problem. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you... 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  The--we need to make sure that we're not talking about an ideological or a 
policy shift away from guaranteed benefits, which is what Social Security is.  And by the way, 
guaranteed benefits not only just for seniors but for the disabled and surviving children.  It's--
this proposal, a privatization, is a radical shift in the covenant that we have laid down with 
regard to Social Security one generation to the next. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Senator Corzine, you're obviously against this, but will Democrats be looking 
for a way to find a compromise, or are you just going to be against this, as the Republicans were 
against the health-care plan put forward by Senator Clinton--President Clinton? 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  Well, I think people will be against the private account concept.  We're not 
against solving the problem that John and I both acknowledge exists in Social security.  All 
Democrats do.  But there are lots of ways to go at that without getting into carve-outs and 
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private accounts. We need to deal with the financial shortfall.  That can be dealt with in a whole 
host of ways.  And... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  OK.  Would you be--let me just ask you this.  One of those ways would be to 
raise the cap on the earnings that are taxed for Social Security. Would you be willing to do that 
as a compromise? 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  You know, it's one of three or four different options that we ought to 
consider.  And, you know, you can do a partial raising of caps.  You don't have to take it 
completely off.  You know, you can deal with the time frame when people receive their benefits. 
 You could invest in general accounts, like a pension fund. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So... 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  There are a whole series of options. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  So you would consider that.  How about you, Senator Sununu? 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  Well, I don't support it.  I haven't endorsed it.  I've put out legislation, a bill, 
that does make the system solvent in the long term.  It's been scored by the Social Security 
actuary, and it doesn't rely on a payroll tax increase.  But I also understand that's one of the 
options that's on the table.  You mentioned Clay Shaw's bill and some of the other options that 
are on the table.  The president, I think, has done the right thing in saying that long-term 
reform should include personal accounts, because they're better for younger workers, they'll 
lead to a more sustainable system, it's money that the government can't spend--all those 
reasons.  But he's also given a lot of flexibility to Senator Grassley and Senator Baucus on the 
Finance Committee to try to find a compromise. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think--and I ask both of you--we're out of time here, but do you--
quickly--think that by the end of this year some kind of reform will have passed?  Senator 
Sununu? 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  Yes, I do.  I think... 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You do? 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  I think it's better than 50:50 right now. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  How about you, Senator Corzine? 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  I don't think so, if we're going to stay with the view that private accounts are 
a necessary ingredient in this. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  All right.  I want to thank both of you. 
 
Sen. SUNUNU:  Thank you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  This is to be continued, of course. 
 
Sen. CORZINE:  Good to be here. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Back in a moment with former national security adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski. 
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(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And joining us now, Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski, the former national security 
adviser to President Jimmy Carter, a distinguished scholar on the Soviet Union. 
 
Dr. Brzezinski, you are one of those people who has known the pope for a long, long time.  At 
one point I recall back there, there was a time when the Russian KGB became convinced that 
you were so close to the pope that you may well have had something to do with his election as 
pope.  I'd like to hear what you say about that, but we have a picture here right now that we 
just showed.  Who was that young child there beside you? 
 
Dr. ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI (Former National Security Adviser):  Well, I think I can best 
describe her, currently, as an employee of CBS. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Absolutely.  That is--that child grew up to become CBS News correspondent 
Mika Brzezinski and she's doing very well. 
 
Dr. Brzezinski tell us a little about the pope.  What kind of person is this? And now he appears 
to be doing somewhat better, but he's still a long way from recovering.  Do you think that he 
would resign? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  I rather doubt it.  This is a man who, first of all--it's kind of basic but has 
to be said--truly, deeply, personally and intimately believes in God.  He has a kind of a spiritual 
relationship with the transcendental which is quite unique, and you sense that when you talk to 
him. But beyond that, he's charismatic.  He has emerged on the one hand as a leader of a 
Catholic Church who in some respects is conservative, who has pulled the church together, 
made it more disciplined, but also alienated some people. 
 
And yet at the same time, he has emerged as the first-time ever global spiritual leader who has 
an enormous attraction not just for Catholics but Christians, but also Muslims.  He has 
launched the process of reconciliation between Christians and Jews that's far-reaching and long 
overdue.  On top of it, he's a philosopher, he's a genuine scholar, he's a man of action and of 
conviction and of belief. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Talk a little bit about the role he played in Poland emerging from communism 
because he was clearly a force in all of that and you were in close contact with him, I believe, 
during those days. 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  That is quite true.  At one point I even phoned him up--I think it was the 
first time anyone has ever phoned the pope just like that by long distance in the middle of the 
night--to tell him about some ominous developments involving the Soviet Union.  But his role 
must not be misunderstood.  There has been a tendency in the United States to portray him as 
having worked hand in hand with the US, even with the CIA.  That was not the case.  His role 
was to shatter the sense of invincibility and unanimity that the totalitarianism created.  When 
he went on his first visit to the Communist area after being pope, everyone all of a sudden 
discovered that the vast majority of the people is against communism.  Previously they were 
intimidated.  They often thought their position was a lonely one.  He shattered that, and he 
created a sense of conviction and optimism that really put the Soviet leaders on the defensive. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Do you think that will be his legacy, because it seems to me his legacy goes far 
beyond being the leader of the Catholic Church? 
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Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Yes, but his legacy, I think, also goes far beyond this political dimension.  
His legacy, I think, is going to be much more in his writings where he talks about personalism, 
spirituality, the meaning of life, and he tries to provide answers to the questions that beset us 
all. 
 
I was the co-chairman of the US delegation to his coronation, and it struck me that when he 
walked out to meet these huge crowds, his first words to these crowds and to the world were 
`Do not be afraid.'  And I think he touched with that remark something fundamental to the 
human condition, that ultimately everyone is a little afraid, a little fearful.  And he gives faith to 
people. And that I think is his great legacy. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Let's talk a bit about the president's trip to Europe.  Do you think it was a 
success? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  It was a trip which launches the process of reconciliation which is long 
overdue and very much needed.  But a reconciliation requires, first of all, a change of tone and 
then addressing substance.  I think he started changing the tone.  He did not really address the 
substance.  The tone needs to be changed.  But even in the course of the trip in my judgment 
he too often said, `Europe must do this.  Iran must do that.  This must be done.' You don't talk 
to allies that way if you really want to change the tone.  But the substance still awaits us, and 
the crucible there I think is going to be Iran.  I think that is the issue that we and the 
Europeans have to work on together. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What do you mean by that? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Do we work with Europeans in trying to get Iran to fulfill its obligations 
under the Non-Proliferation Treaty or do we stand on the sideline, let the Europeans negotiate, 
therefore, not succeed in my judgment, and then we take recourse to some form of military 
action?  I personally think that would be a disaster, greatly magnifying the excessive costs of 
what we did in Iraq. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  You know, a lot of people--you were the national security adviser for Jimmy 
Carter but a lot of people forget that you actually endorsed this president's father when he ran 
for president... 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  That's right. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  ...if memory serves.  Why do you think the president, this president, has had 
the problems he's had with Europe?  Is it his fault?  Is it just the times?  What do you think? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  I think it's partially style.  It's too didactic.  It's too self-righteous.  If you 
want to convince people, you don't imply that they're wrong or that they're cowardly.  And 
there's too much of a sense of a solitary mission.  And I think there's too much of a tendency to 
view a very complex world in black and white categories.  The world is much more complex 
than that. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Go back to Iran, if you would, for a minute.  You've talked about this as the 
crucible now, but the Russians just announced this morning that they've signed a deal to 
provide fuel to the Iranians to fuel their nuclear reactors.  They say it's all for peaceful 
purposes.  Is this something we ought to be worried about? 
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Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  The Russians are actually acting in consonance with international law.  
The spent fuel will be returned to Russia.  The Iranians do have a right to have a nuclear 
program.  They did sign the NPT.  The question is:  Will they cheat on the margins?  The 
Russian deal might make it a little easier for the Iranians to cheat on the margins, but the key 
issue will be whether the spent fuel is returned to Russia and that can be monitored.  So I don't 
really fault the Russians for this.  It would have been better if they hadn't but they certainly 
have the right to do it. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  What about Iraq?  Where do you see that going? 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  I think that before too long, given the fact that we now are in a political 
game under way in Iraq, different politicians maneuvering for influence, that more and more 
Iraqi leaders, particularly the ones at the top who are competing to be at the top, will start 
saying publicly to us, `It's time for you to leave,' 'cause that's going to be popular.  And I think 
they say that to us, we should say, `OK.' 
 
SCHIEFFER:  Dr. Brzezinski, it's always a pleasure to get your insights. Thank you very 
much. 
 
Dr. BRZEZINSKI:  Good to be with you. 
 
SCHIEFFER:  We'll be back with a final word in just a minute. 
 
(Announcements) 
 
SCHIEFFER:  And finally today, on Friday, when I began to write this essay, it was to be 
about the hopeful signs that have emerged about finding peace in the Middle East.  I mentioned 
Israeli Prime Minister Sharon's plan to pull out his troops and settlers from the Gaza Strip and 
leave it to the Palestinians.  I recounted the equally remarkable decision by the Palestinian 
parliament to replace most of the late Yasser Arafat's old loyalists with a new Cabinet of highly 
qualified professionals.  I was cautiously optimistic, but I was also careful to include the caveat 
that it is never wise to lead a story on the Middle East with news of a cease-fire, because 
someone will break it before the story gets on television or into the newspaper. 
 
And sure enough, just as I had finished the essay and was heading out the door, someone said, 
`Not so fast, there's just been another suicide bombing in Israel.'  Yet what happened next did 
not follow the same old pattern.  First, the Israelis decided not to retaliate immediately.  They 
gave the new Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbas, time to make good on his pledge to track 
down the bombers.  Abbas immediately denounced the attack as the work of militants bent on 
sabotaging peace efforts.  They worked in concert with the Israelis, and within hours, the 
Palestinians had made arrests.  So far the violence has been contained.  Peace is not at hand 
yet.  But even in the midst of this latest attack, we may be seeing a glimmer--just a glimmer--of 
a new day coming. 
 
That's it for us.  We'll see you next week right here on FACE THE NATION. 


