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tHE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 30, 2004

Thomas H. Kem, Chairman
Lee H. Hamilton,ViceChairman , ,

National Commission on TelToristAttacks Upon the United States
2100 KSt N.W. '

Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Chainnan Kean and Vice Chainnan Hamilton:

As we discussed last night, the,President is prepared, subject to the conditions set forth
below, to agree to the request of the National Commission on TelToristAttacks Upon the United
States for public testimony, under oath, by the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs, Dr. Condoleezza Rice.J:>

The President has consistently stated a policy of strong support for the Commission and
instructed the Executive Branch to provide unprecedented and extraordinary access to the
Commission. To my knowledge, the Executive Branch has provided access to documents or
infonnation in response to each of the requests issued by the Commission to date, including
many highly classified and extremely sensitive documents that have seldom, if ever, been made
available outside the Executive Branch,

As an additional accommodation, the Executive Office of the President has made
available more than 20 EOP officials, including the National Security Advisor, for private
meetings with the Commission. As you know, based on principles underlying the Constitutional
separation of powers, Presidents of both parties have long taken the position that White House
advisors and staff are not subject to thejurisdiction of legislative bodies and do not provide
testimony - even on a voluntary basis - on policy matters discussed within the White House or
advice given to the President. Indeed, I am not aware of any instance of a sitting National
Security Advisor testifying in public.to a legislative body (such as the Commission) concerning
policy matters. ,
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We continue to believe, as I advised you by letter dated March 25,2004, that the

principles underlying the Constitutional separation of powers counsel strongly against such
public testimony, and that Dr. Rice's testimony before the Commission can occur only with
recognition that the events of September 11, 2001 present the most extraordinary and unique
circumstances, and with conditions anq assurances designed to limit harm to the ability of future
Presidents t6 receive candid advice.

Nevertheless, the President recognizes the truly unique and extraordinary circwnstances
Wlderlyingthe Commission's responsibility to prepare a detailed report on the facts and

, circumstances of the horrific attacks on September 11, 2001. Furthermore, we have now
received assurances from the Speaker of the House and the Majority Leader of the Senate that, in
their view, Dr. Rice's public testimony in connection with the extraordinary events of September
11,2001 does not set, and should not be'cited as, a precedent for future requests for a National
Security Advisor or any other White House official to testify before a legislative body. In light
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