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2008 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION CAPTURES THE ATTENTION  
OF PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGE STUDENTS 

April 3 – 14, 2008  
 
With the Pennsylvania primary just days away, students attending four 
year colleges and universities in Pennsylvania are paying close 
attention to the presidential campaign, are enthusiastic about voting, 
and have an overwhelming favorite for Tuesday’s primary – Barack 
Obama.  They also credit John McCain as having the experience a 
president needs, and think he would be an effective commander in 
chief.  The level of enthusiasm and interest exists for freshmen and 
seniors, for men and women, and across large and small, public and 
private institutions in the state.    
 
CBS News and UWIRE, a news service powered by student journalists at 
more than 800 colleges, polled students in a random sample of 14 
Pennsylvania four-year colleges to investigate and understand the 
political views of these young voters, most of whom are participating 
in a presidential election for their first time. 
 
For this poll of students, CBS News and UWIRE enlisted the assistance 
of Cornell University’s Survey Research Institute, which programmed 
and hosted the questionnaire on the web.  In coordination with 
student-run newspapers, including the Daily Pennsylvanian (University 
of Pennsylvania), The Daily Collegian (Penn State), The Tartan 
(Carnegie Mellon), and The Triangle (Drexel), participating colleges 
and universities emailed invitations to participate to random samples 
of their students. 
 
ATTENTION AND ENTHUSIASM 
 
Nearly nine in 10 students attending four-year colleges and 
universities in Pennsylvania who are registered to vote in any state 
are paying attention to the 2008 presidential campaign, including 42% 
who are paying a lot of attention.  Compared to voters of all ages 
nationwide, fewer of these students are paying a lot of attention. 
 

ATTENTION TO THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 
(Among PA students who are registered voters) 

PA College  Adults (CBS News Poll 3/2008) 
 Students  Nationwide   

A lot   42%  60% 
Some   47  30 
Not much/none 11  10 

 

 



 

Republicans and Democrats are both paying about the same amount of 
attention to the campaign, but men are more likely to be paying a lot 
of attention than women.   

 
Nearly nine in ten registered voters attending four-year colleges in 
Pennsylvania say they are enthusiastic about voting in the 2008 
election – including more than half who say they are very 
enthusiastic. 
 

HOW ENTHUSIASTIC ARE YOU ABOUT VOTING FOR PRESIDENT IN 2008? 
(Among PA students who are registered voters) 

   Very enthusiastic  56% 
Somewhat enthusiastic  31 
Not too enthusiastic  13 

 
These students are by no means alienated from the political system.  
They believe the presidential election is important and that their 
votes matter.  Only 23% agree - even somewhat - that things will be 
the same no matter who is elected president, and only 16% believe 
their individual vote doesn’t matter.   

 
DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE…? 
(Among PA college students)   

       Agree  Disagree 
It makes no difference  23%  77  
 who is elected President. 

 
So many people vote that   16%  85 
 my vote doesn’t matter. 

 
Even students who are not registered to vote disagree with these 
statements. 
 
THE DEMOCRATIC VOTE 
 
These students are strong supporters of Barack Obama.  

  
   VOTE FOR DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE 
   (Among Democratic primary voters) 
    Obama   71%    
    Clinton  28    

 
The poll included interviews with students who will vote or have voted 
in a Democratic primary in any state, as well as those likely to vote 
in Tuesday’s primary in Pennsylvania.  Most student Democratic primary 
voters support Barack Obama.  Support for Obama is consistent across 
all types and sizes of schools. 
 
Three out of four of those voting on Tuesday say they will vote in the 
Democratic primary.  Among those Pennsylvania voters, support for the 
candidates is nearly identical; 71% say they will vote for Barack 
Obama, and 29% will vote for Hillary Clinton. 

 



 

 
    VOTE FOR DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE 
   (Among Democratic primary voters voting in PA) 
    Obama   71%    
    Clinton  29    

 
Although majorities of both men and women say they will vote for 
Obama, Clinton’s support among women is higher than it is among men. 

  
    VOTE FOR DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE 
   (Among Democratic primary voters voting in PA) 
      Men Women 
   Obama   80% 65%   

  Clinton  20 35   
 
The number of African American students in the survey was small, but 
nearly all say they will vote for Obama.  Although Obama leads among 
white students, Clinton receives a bit more support from them: 31% say 
they will vote for her, and 69% will vote for Obama.  There are no 
differences by age or year in school. 
 
By a large margin, students overall expect Obama to win the Democratic 
nomination.  Students who will vote in the Pennsylvania primary also 
expect Obama to clinch the nomination, by a similar margin. 
 
   WHO WILL WIN NOMINATION? 
  (Among Democratic primary voters) 
     All  PA voters 
  Obama   79%  78% 
  Clinton  21  22 
 
ENGAGEMENT WITH THE CANDIDATES 
 
These students who say they will vote for, or have voted for, Barack 
Obama are especially enthusiastic: 61% say they like him a great deal 
better than any other Democratic candidate.  Among Clinton’s voters, 
just 42% like her a great deal better. 
 
 COMPARED TO OTHER CANDIDATES, LIKE YOUR CANDIDATE… 
   (Among Democratic primary voters) 
     All Obama voters Clinton voters 
A great deal better  56%  61%   42% 
Somewhat better   31  28   37 
Only a little better  14  10   21 
 
Many of those Obama voters will be unhappy if their candidate does not 
win the nomination.  Two thirds of Obama’s voters say they will be 
dissatisfied if Clinton is the nominee, including 30% who will be very 
dissatisfied.   
 

 



 

  HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF CLINTON IS THE NOMINEE? 
 (Among Democratic primary voters voting for Obama) 

Very dissatisfied   30%    
Somewhat dissatisfied   33    
Satisfied     37    

 
And while many of Clinton’s voters would likewise be dissatisfied if 
Obama becomes the nominee, fewer – 41% -- express that view. 
 
  HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF OBAMA IS THE NOMINEE?  
 (Among Democratic primary voters voting for Clinton) 

Very dissatisfied   17%    
Somewhat dissatisfied   24    
Satisfied     59    

 
CANDIDATE QUALITIES 
 
Obama’s support rests on strong perceptions that he cares about 
college voters and as president could unite the country. 
 
The Republican John McCain, meanwhile, is seen as the candidate with 
the experience, and most likely to be an effective Commander-in-Chief. 
 
Nearly half of these younger, college voters think Obama cares a lot 
about them, more than double the number who say Hillary Clinton cares 
a lot. John McCain, meanwhile, rates a scant 10% when it comes to 
caring a lot. 
 
   CARES ABOUT YOU? 
 (Among PA students who are registered voters) 
    Obama  Clinton  McCain   
A lot    48%  23%  10% 
Some    35  43  36 
Not much/none  17  33  54 
 
In the eyes of Pennsylvania’s college students, Barack Obama stands 
out from the other candidates as a uniter. 
 
Student voters overwhelmingly (75%) think Obama could unite the 
country; two-thirds say Clinton and McCain could not. 
 
  COULD… UNITE THE COUNTRY AS PRESIDENT? 
 (Among PA students who are registered voters) 
   Obama  Clinton   McCain 
 Yes  75%  36%   31% 
 No  25  64   69 
 
Among just those Pennsylvania students voting in the Democratic 
primary next week, these perceptions are much the same.  
 

 



 

All three candidates are seen by a majority as having the necessary 
experience to be a good President – especially McCain, with 72% saying 
he does, more so than Obama or Clinton. 
 
  RIGHT EXPERIENCE TO BE PRESIDENT? 
 (Among PA students who are registered voters) 
   McCain Obama  Clinton    
 Yes  72%  63%  64% 
 No  28  38  36 
 
McCain is also most often seen as very likely to be an effective 
Commander-in-Chief. He leads Obama on this measure, while Hillary 
Clinton trails both McCain and Obama.  Among these young voters, 
Clinton is the candidate most seen as unlikely to be effective in that 
ole. r

 
  LIKELY TO BE EFFECTIVE COMMANDER IN CHIEF? 
 (Among PA students who are registered voters) 
    McCain Obama  Clinton    
Very likely  36%  27%  17% 
Somewhat likely  35  45  39 
Not too/not likely 29  27  43 
 
As it is for Americans nationwide, the economy is the top issue that 
registered Pennsylvania college students want to hear about – twice as 
many pick it as pick the war in Iraq. 
 
  ISSUE YOU MOST WANT CANDIDATES TO DISCUSS?  
 (Among PA students who are registered voters) 
  The economy  35% 
  War in Iraq  18 
  The environment  10 
  Health care  14 
  Education   13 
  Immigration   5 
 
Nationally, voters also choose the economy and jobs as the issue they 
most want the candidates to discuss. It eclipses the war in Iraq by a 
imilar margin. s

 
Barack Obama is seen as having the best plan to deal with almost all 
the top issues, as one might expect for someone with such a big lead 
overall. Students who care most about the economy, Iraq, environment, 
health care and education all cite Obama as having the best plan to 
tackle it.  Only those who name immigration as their top concern pick 
McCain as having the best plan for it. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 
 
In a race between the Republican nominee John McCain and Barack Obama 
next November, students in Pennsylvania overwhelmingly support Obama -

 



 

- by a 42 point margin.  While Hillary Clinton also beats McCain, she 
does so by a smaller margin (just 16 points) than does Obama. 
 
   NOVEMBER ELECTION MATCHUPS 

(Among PA students who are registered voters) 
   Obama  71%  Clinton 58% 
   McCain 29  McCain 42 
 
The increase in support for McCain if Clinton is the Democratic 
nominee is largely the result of male students switching their 
support. Among male students, 67% support Obama and 33% would support 
McCain.  But in a Clinton-McCain race in November, far more men would 
choose the Republican candidate: 50% of men would vote for Clinton, 
and 50% for McCain.  Clinton leads McCain by two to one among women. 
 
   NOVEMBER ELECTION MATCHUPS 

(Among PA students who are registered voters) 
  MEN:    
   Obama  67%  Clinton 50% 
   McCain 33  McCain 50 
  
  WOMEN:    
   Obama  75%  Clinton 66% 
   McCain 25  McCain 34 
 
But among students who will vote in Tuesday’s Pennsylvania Democratic 
primary, few support McCain regardless of which Democratic candidate 
becomes the nominee. 
 
   NOVEMBER ELECTION MATCHUPS 
  (Among PA Democratic primary voters) 
   Obama  92%  Clinton 81% 
   McCain  8  McCain 19 
 
HOW THEY ARE FOLLOWING THE CAMPAIGN 

 
College students in Pennsylvania are getting their political 
information online – eight in 10 have visited websites about politics, 
and nearly seven in 10 have visited a candidate’s web page.  Fewer 
have visited a candidate’s Facebook or My Space page.   
 

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING HAVE YOU DONE? 
(Among PA college students) 

Visited a web site about politics 80% 
Visited a candidates web page  67% 
Visited a candidates Facebook page 29% 
Visited a candidates My Space page 15% 

 
23% of college students in Pennsylvania report attending a campaign 
event during this presidential campaign, and 16% have seen at least 
one of the candidates in person. 

  

 



 

HAVE YOU ATTENDED A CAMPAIGN EVENT OR  
SEEN ANY OF THE CANDIDATES IN PERSON? 

(Among PA college students) 
  Attended campaign events  23% 
  Seen a candidate in person  16% 
 
REGISTRATION AND VOTING 
 
More than 9 in 10 students attending four-year colleges in 
Pennsylvania who are 18 or older say they are registered to vote, with 
79% registered in the state of Pennsylvania and another 13% registered 
out of state.  Only 8% of college students in Pennsylvania say they 
re not registered to vote.   a

 
WHERE ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

(Among PA college students) 
  Registered in Pennsylvania   79% 
  Registered in another state   13 
  Not registered      8 
 
24% of students registered to vote in Pennsylvania are registered to 
vote where they go to school, while 76% of students are registered at 
their home address.   
 
51% of Pennsylvania voters who are not registered where they go to 
school plan to go home to vote, while another 30% plan to vote 
absentee.  19% haven’t decided. 
 
Nearly all of the students planning to vote in the Pennsylvania 
primary know where they need to go to vote – only 13% are not sure. 
 
Still, college students in Pennsylvania indicate that steps could be 
taken to make them more likely to vote.  Seven in 10 say that 
electronic voting would make them even more likely to vote, while six 
in 10 would be more likely to vote if they could register to vote on 
Election Day.  Fewer than half would be more likely to vote if they 
had the option to vote by mail. 

 
WHICH OF THESE WOULD MAKE YOU MORE LIKELY TO VOTE? 

(Among PA college students) 
       Yes  No 

Electronic voting  71%  29    
Same-day registration  60%  40 
Vote by mail   48%  52 

 
RACISM VS. SEXISM 
 
By nearly four to one, college students in Pennsylvania say racism is 
a bigger problem than sexism in this country.  A third thinks both are 
equally serious problems. These results are similar to those expressed 
by adults nationwide in a CBS News Poll conducted n March. 
 

 



 

    MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM IN THE U.S. 
PA College  Adults (CBS News Poll 3/2008) 
Students  Nationwide   

Racism   37%  42% 
  Sexism    10  10 
  Neither   21  23 
  Both equal   32  23 
 
IS AMERICA READY FOR A WOMAN, A BLACK PRESIDENT? 
 
Most Pennsylvania college students who are registered to vote think 
the U.S. is ready for either a woman president or a black president. 
80% think the country is ready for a black president, while 71% think 
the U.S. is ready for a woman to lead the country. 
 
Voters nationwide are less likely than their younger counterparts in 
Pennsylvania to say the country is ready for a woman or an African 
American to be commander-in-chief. Still, a majority of them say the 
country is ready for either.  
 

IS AMERICA READY FOR A … 
(Among registered voters) 

PA College  Adults  
Students  Nationwide 

        (CBS News Poll 3/2008) 
Woman President? 

Yes    71%   59% 
No    29   34  

 
Black President? 

Yes    80%   62% 
No    20   30 
 

Among Pennsylvania college students, men (71%) and women voters (72%) 
are equally as likely to say the country is ready for a woman 
president, but white voters (81%) are slightly more likely than blacks 
(73%) to say the country is ready for a black president.  
 
Young voters attending Pennsylvania colleges see gender – not race -- 
as the bigger problem when it comes to presidential politics today. 
61% say a woman candidate faces more obstacles, while 39% say a black 
candidate does. 
 
Black students, however, think a black presidential candidate faces 
more obstacles than a woman candidate. 

 
 WHO FACES MORE OBSTACLES IN PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS TODAY? 

(Among PA students who are registered voters) 
    All Blacks Women 
Black candidate  39% 80%  35% 
Woman candidate  61 20  65 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Methodology: 
 
The CBS News/UWire Poll of Pennsylvania college students was conducted 
with 2,366 undergraduates in 14 four-year colleges and universities in 
the state. The margin of error due to sampling for results based on 
the entire sample could be plus or minus two percentage points.  The 
error for subgroups is higher. 
 
The schools were selected based on their size, their public-private 
status and their competitiveness to represent all four-year colleges 
in the state.  Within each school, email invitations to participate 
were sent to a random sample of undergraduates (in smaller schools all 
students were sent invitations).   
 
The sampled schools were: Slippery Rock University, Allegheny College, 
Bloomsburg University, Edinboro University, Penn State University, 
Penn State Berks, University of Pennsylvania, Chatham University, 
Carnegie Mellon University, Ursinus College, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, Robert Morris University, Drexel University, and Temple 
University.   
 
The overall response rate was 12.9% after up to two reminders in the 
course of 7-10 days.  Since the schools handled the internal mailings 
individually, field period and number of reminders varied.  We were 
not able to ascertain whether some email addresses were no longer 
valid.  The response rate varied between 24.6% (Allegheny College) and 
6.3% (Bloomsburg University).   
 
Cornell University’s Survey Research Institute programmed and hosted 
the questionnaire on the web.   
 
The total weighted number of respondents from each school is 
proportional to the number of undergraduates represented by that 
school in the sampling process. Within each school, the weighted 
results reflect the academic class, gender and race of each school’s 
undergraduate population. 
 
 
 

 



 

UWire/CBS News Pennsylvania Questionnaire 
April 2008 
 
>q1< Which ONE issue would you most like to hear the candidates for president discuss during the 2008 
presidential campaign? 
VAR: Issue (q1) 
 
1 The economy and jobs 
2 The war in Iraq 
3 The environment 
4 Health care 
5 Education 
6 Immigration 
7 Something else  (Please specify) _______________________ 
 
>q2< Which one candidate do you think has the best plan for dealing with that issue?   
VAR: Candidate issue (q2) 
 
1 Hillary Clinton  
2 Barack Obama  
3 John McCain  
4 None of them  
 
>q3< Would you agree or disagree with the following statement? It makes no real difference who is 
elected President--things go on just as they did before.  
VAR: No diff President (q3) 
 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree somewhat 
3 Disagree somewhat 
4 Disagree strongly 
 
>q4< Which ONE do you think is a more serious problem in this country today? 
VAR: Prob racism/sexism (q4) 
 
1 Racism 
2 Sexism 
3 Neither 
4 Both equally 
 
>q5< Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? So many people vote in an election that 
it doesn't matter whether I vote or not.  
VAR: Vote doesn’t matter (q5) 
 
1 Agree strongly 
2 Agree somewhat 
3 Disagree somewhat 
4 Disagree strongly 
  

 



 

>q6< Some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you registered to vote? 
VAR: Registered (q6) 
 
1 Yes, registered to vote in Pennsylvania 
2 Yes, registered to vote in another state 
3 No, not registered to vote (go to q43) 
 
>q7< How much attention have you been able to pay to the 2008 presidential campaign?  
VAR: Attention (q7) 
  
1 A lot 
2 Some 
3 Not much 
4 None at all 
 
>q8< How would you describe your level of enthusiasm about voting in the 2008 Presidential election 
this year? 
VAR: Enthusiasm (q8) 
 
1 Very enthusiastic 
2 Somewhat enthusiastic 
3 Not too enthusiastic 
 
>q9< Where in Pennsylvania are you registered to vote? 
VAR: PA registered (q9) 
 
1 At my home address 
2 At my school address 
3 I live at home while I’m attending school 
 
>q10< How likely is it that you will vote in the Pennsylvania primary on April 22?  
VAR: Likely to vote (q10) 
 
1 Definitely will vote        
2 Probably will vote   
3 Probably will not vote 
4 Definitely will not vote 
 
>q11< Which primary will you vote in? 
VAR: Which primary (q11) 
 
1 Democratic primary  
2 Republican primary 
 
>q12< Do you plan to vote absentee, or do you think you will go home to vote? 
VAR: How will vote PA(q12) 
 
1 Absentee 
2 Go home 
3 Not sure 
 

 



 

>q13< Which best describes you: 
VAR: Vote other state (q13) 
 
1 I already voted in my state’s Democratic primary  
2 I already voted in my state’s Republican primary 
3 I did not vote in my state’s primary 
 
4 I plan to vote in my state’s Democratic primary  
5 I plan to vote in my state’s Republican primary 
6 I do not plan to vote in my state’s primary 
 
>q14< Which candidate did you vote for? 
VAR: Dem voted for (q14) 
 
1 Hillary Clinton  
2 Barack Obama  
3 Someone else 
 
>q15< Did you vote absentee, or did you go home to vote? 
VAR: How voted other state (q15) 
 
1 Absentee 
2 Went home 
 
>q16< If your state’s Democratic Presidential primary were held today, which candidate would you vote 
for? 
VAR: Dem Vote other state (q16) 
 
1 Hillary Clinton  
2 Barack Obama  
 
>q17< Will you vote absentee, or will you go home to vote? 
VAR: How will vote other state (q17) 
 
1 Absentee 
2 Will go home 
3 Not sure  
 
>q18< If the Pennsylvania Democratic Presidential primary were held today, which candidate would you 
vote for? 
VAR: PA Dem Vote (q18) 
 
1 Hillary Clinton  
2 Barack Obama  
 
VARIABLE: Total Dem Primary Vote (combine q14, q16, q18) 
1 Hillary Clinton  
2 Barack Obama  
 
 
 

 



 

>q19< Would you say you like your candidate…? 
VAR: Like candidate (q19) 
 
1 A great deal better than any other Democratic candidate 
2 Somewhat better than any other Democratic candidate 
3 Only a little better than any other Democratic candidate 
 
>q20< Regardless of how you intend to vote, who do you expect to finally win the Democratic 
nomination for President in 2008? 
VAR: Who will win (q20) 
 
1 Hillary Clinton 
2 Barack Obama 
 
>q21< If the 2008 presidential election were being held today and the candidates were those listed below, 
for whom would you vote?  
VAR: Obama-McCain (q21) 
 
1 Barack Obama, the Democrat 
2 John McCain, the Republican 
9 Skipped/no answer 
 
>q22< If the 2008 presidential election were being held today and the candidates were those listed below, 
for whom would you vote?  
VAR: Clinton-McCain (q22) 
 
1 Hillary Clinton 
2 John McCain  
 
>q23< Do you think America is ready to elect a black president, or not? 
VAR: Ready black president (q23) 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
>q24< Do you think America is ready to elect a woman president, or not?    
VAR: Ready woman president (q24) 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
>q25< In presidential politics today, who do you think faces more obstacles? 
VAR: Who faces obstacles (q25) 
 
1 A black candidate  
2 A woman candidate 
 

 



 

>q26< How would you feel if Hillary Clinton wins the Democratic nomination for president? 
VAR: Satisfied with Clinton (q26) 
 
1 Very satisfied 
2 Somewhat satisfied 
3 Somewhat dissatisfied 
4 Very dissatisfied 
 
>q27< How would you feel if Barack Obama wins the Democratic nomination for president? 
VAR: Satisfied with Obama (q27) 
 
1 Very satisfied 
2 Somewhat satisfied 
3 Somewhat dissatisfied 
4 Very dissatisfied 
 
>q28< Do you think Hillary Clinton has the right kind of experience to be a good president, or not?  
VAR: Clinton experience (q28) 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
>q29< How likely do you think it is that Hillary Clinton would be an effective commander-in-chief of 
the nation's military? 
VAR: Clinton commander (q29) 
 
1 Very likely 
2 Somewhat likely 
3 Not very likely 
4 Not likely at all 
 
>q30< Do you think Hillary Clinton would be the kind of president who would be able to unite the 
country or wouldn't she be that kind of president?  
VAR: Clinton unite country (q30) 
 
1 Would unite the country 
2 Not that kind of president 
 
>q31< How much do you think Hillary Clinton cares about the needs and problems of people like 
yourself? 
VAR: Clinton cares (q31) 
 
1 A lot 
2 Some 
3 Not much 
4 Not at all 
 

 



 

>q32< Do you think Barack Obama has the right kind of experience to be a good president, or not?  
VAR: Obama experience (q32) 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
>q33< How likely do you think it is that Barack Obama would be an effective commander-in-chief of 
the nation's military? 
VAR: Obama commander (q33) 
 
1 Very likely 
2 Somewhat likely 
3 Not very likely 
4 Not likely at all 
 
>q34< Do you think Barack Obama would be the kind of president who would be able to unite the 
country or wouldn't he be that kind of president?  
VAR: Obama unite country (q34) 
 
1 Would unite the country 
2 Not that kind of president 
 
>q35< How much do you think Barack Obama cares about the needs and problems of people like 
yourself? 
VAR: Obama cares (q35) 
 
1 A lot 
2 Some 
3 Not much 
4 Not at all 
 
>q36< Do you think John McCain has the right kind of experience to be a good president, or not?  
VAR: McCain experience (q36) 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
>q37< How likely do you think it is that John McCain would be an effective commander-in-chief of 
the nation's military? 
VAR: McCain commander (q37) 
 
1 Very likely 
2 Somewhat likely 
3 Not very likely 
4 Not likely at all 
 

 



 

>q38< Do you think John McCain would be the kind of president who would be able to unite the 
country or wouldn't he be that kind of president?  
VAR: McCain unite country (q38) 
 
1 Would unite the country 
2 Not that kind of president 
 
>q39< How much do you think John McCain cares about the needs and problems of people like 
yourself? 
VAR: McCain cares (q39) 
 
1 A lot 
2 Some 
3 Not much 
4 Not at all 
 
>q40< In general, what is the best age for a president of the United States?  
VAR: Best age pres (q40) 
 
1 In their 30s 
2 In their 40s 
3 In their 50s 
4 In their 60s 
5 In their 70s 
 
>q41< Have you ever voted in an election before? 
VAR: Ever voted (q41) 
 
1 Yes, voted before 
2 No, haven’t voted before 
 
>q42< Do you know where to go to vote, or don’t you know that yet? 
VAR: Know where vote (q42) 
 
1 Yes, know where to vote 
2 No, don’t know yet 
 
>q43< Would any of the following make you more likely to vote in a primary or presidential election? 
 
Electronic voting   1 Yes 2 No  
VAR: E-vote (q43a)  
 
Same day voter registration   1 Yes 2 No  
VAR: Same day (q43b)  
 
Vote by mail   1 Yes 2 No  
VAR: Mail vote (q43c)  
 

 



 

>q44< During this presidential campaign, have you attended any campaign events or seen any of the 
Presidential candidates in person, or haven't you?   
VAR: Attended events (q44) 
 
1 Yes, attended events 
2 Yes, seen candidates 
3 Yes, both 
4 No 
 
>q45< Which of the following have you done? 
 
Visited a candidate's web page  1 Yes 2 No   
VAR: web page (q45a) 
Visited a candidate's My Space page 1 Yes 2 No   
VAR: My Space page (q45b) 
Visited a candidate's Facebook page 1 Yes 2 No  
VAR: Facebook page (q45c) 
Visited a web site about politics  1 Yes 2 No  
VAR: Political site (q45d) 
 
>q46< Generally speaking, do you usually consider yourself a…? 
VAR: Party id (q46) 
 
1 Republican 
2 Democrat 
3 Independent 
 
>q47< How would you describe your views on most political matters?   
VAR: Ideology (q47) 
 
1 Liberal 
2 Moderate 
3 Conservative 
 
>q48< Are you: 
VAR: Gender (q48) 
 
1 Male 
2 Female 
 
>q49< How old are you? 
VAR: Age (q49) 
 
1 Under 18 
2 18  
3 19 
4 20 
5 21 
6 22 
7 23 
8 24 or older 

 



 

>q50< What year are you in in college? 
VAR: Year in school (q50) 
 
1 Freshman 
2 Sophomore 
3 Junior 
4 Senior 
 
>q51< Are you of Hispanic origin or descent, or not? 
VAR: Hispanic (q51) 
 
1 Hispanic 
2 Not hispanic 
 
>q52< Are you…? 
VAR: Race (q52) 
 
1 White or Caucasian 
2 Black or African-American 
3 Asian 
4 Something else 
 
 
Those are all the questions we have for you.  Thank you for your participation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


