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The economy and jobs receive top billing from delegates on both sides 
of the partisan aisle as the most important issues in their state, 
though Republican delegates and voters are less likely than Democratic 
delegates to volunteer it.  
 
But Republican and Democratic delegates are on opposite sides of the 
fence on many issues -- the war in Iraq, health care, immigration, gun 
control and social issues such as abortion and same sex marriage, to 
name a few.   
 

• Most Republican delegates think the war in Iraq was the 
right thing to do, think things are going well there, and 
that the surge has helped. 

• A majority of Republican delegates say the economy is in 
good shape, Democratic delegates – and both party’s voters 
– disagree.   

• Most Republican delegates would rather keep taxes down than 
provide health care for all Americans.   

• Republican delegates prioritize finding new sources of 
energy over protecting the environment, oppose offering 
illegal immigrants citizenship, and oppose same sex 
marriage.  

 
When asked the most important campaign issue in their state this year, 
42% of Republican delegates volunteer the economy -- compared to 70% 
of Democratic delegates.  Republican delegates are more likely than 
Democratic delegates to name the war in Iraq and energy concerns as 
top issues in their state. 
 
Republican voters are more concerned than the delegates who represent 
them about immigration. 
 
  MOST IMPORTANT CAMPAIGN ISSUE IN YOUR STATE 
    Republican Democratic   Republican Democratic 

Delegates Delegates    Voters    Voters  
Economy and jobs  42%  70%   32%    39% 
Energy   15   4     7     5  
National security 13   0    4     0 
Gas/oil crisis   8   3    5       6 
Immigration    3   1    9     0 
War in Iraq   3   6   11     7 
 
 



 

The Economy 
 
Republican delegates are far more optimistic about the economy than 
Democratic delegates.  Nearly all the latter think the economy is bad, 
but fully 57% of Republican delegates think it is good.  (Republican 
voters are not quite as positive about the economy as their delegates 
are; most think it is in bad shape.) 
 
Just 24% of Republican delegates think the country is in a recession, 
compared to 90% of Democratic delegates. 
 

CONDITION OF THE ECONOMY 
    Republican   Democratic Republican Democratic 
    Delegates   Delegates  Voters   Voters 

Good     57%     2%   40%      7% 
   Bad     39     97    59     92 
     
Iraq 
 
Republican delegates overwhelmingly support the Iraq war; 80% say it 
was the right thing to do, while only 13% think the U.S. should have 
stayed out of it.  Republican voters share that view; 71% think it was 
the right thing to do. This is in contrast to the views of Democratic 
delegates and voters; nearly all of them think the U.S. ought to have 
stayed out of Iraq. 
 
   MILITARY ACTION IN IRAQ WAS… 
     Republican Democratic    Rep  Dem  
     Delegates Delegates   Voters Voters  
Right thing          80%  2%    71%  14% 
U.S. should have stayed out    13  95    25  84 
 
Nearly all Republican delegates (and most Republican voters) see the 
war as going well, again in contrast to the views of Democratic 
delegates (and Democratic voters). 
 
    IRAQ WAR IS GOING… 
   Republican  Democratic   Republican   Democratic  
   Delegates  Delegates     Voters  Voters  
Very well     48%   0%   19%   2% 
Somewhat well    47   22   63  26 
Somewhat badly     2   44   12  38 
Very badly      1    29    5  32 
 
And just about all of the Republican delegates (and most Republican 
voters) think the troop surge has made things better in Iraq.  This is 
once again in contrast to their Democratic counterparts, just 36% of 
whom think the surge has helped the situation in Iraq. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

TROOP SURGE IN IRAQ HAS MADE THINGS… 
   Republican  Democratic   Republican   Democratic 
   Delegates  Delegates     Voters  Voters  

Better 96%   36%   67%  28% 
Worse   1    8    5  18 
No impact  1   45   19  43 

 
Fewer Republican than Democratic delegates want U.S. troop levels in 
Iraq decreased or removed altogether. 
 
  U.S. TROOP LEVELS IN IRAQ SHOULD BE… 
     Republican  Democratic  

   Delegates  Delegates    
Increased   4%    1%  
Kept same  44    3 
Decreased  25   57 
Remove all   3   34 

 
Health Care 
 
Republican and Democratic delegates hold different views on health 
care: 74% of Republican delegates say that keeping the cost of health 
care down for average Americans is more important than providing 
health care coverage to those without it.  Democrats overwhelmingly 
disagree. 
 
   WHICH IS MORE SERIOUS HEALTH CARE PROBLEM? 

     Republican  Democratic 
     Delegates  Delegates   
Coverage for uninsured  15%  77% 
Keep health care costs down  74  13  

 
And while nearly all Democratic delegates and Democratic voters think 
that it is important to provide health care coverage for all Americans 
even if it means raising taxes, nearly four in 5 Republican delegates 
prioritize keeping taxes low.  Republican voters also prioritize 
taxes, but by a much smaller margin, and four in 10 prefer providing 
health care coverage for all even at the cost of higher taxes. 
  
   WHICH IS MORE IMPORTANT? 
       Rep      Dem    Rep Dem  
        Delegates  Delegates  Voters  Voters  
Health coverage for all/raise taxes   7%  94%    40% 90%  
Taxes low & some w/ no health coverage  77   3    52   7 
 
Environment vs. Energy 
 
With record high gas prices this past year, three quarters of 
Republican delegates think the higher priority for government is to 
develop new sources of energy over protecting the environment.  That’s 
twice the number of Democratic delegates who share that view.  
 

 



 

   HIGHER PRIORITY FOR GOVT: 
         Republican  Democratic  Rep     Dem 
      Delegates Delegates Voters  Voters  
Protecting environment   3%  25%   9%     30% 
Developing new sources of energy 75  37  81     53 
Both (vol.)    20  36   9     14 
 
Immigration 
 
Most Republican delegates -- and even more Republican voters -- view 
illegal immigration as a serious problem, including more than half who 
think it is very serious.  Just 15% of Democratic delegates and 36% of 
Democratic voters think it’s very serious.  
 
   HOW SERIOUS IS ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION ISSUE? 
    Republican   Democratic Republican Democratic  
    Delegates    Delegates Voters Voters  
Very serious  58%   15%   63%   36% 
Somewhat serious  31   39   25   32 
Not too/not at all 10   44   11   29 
 
Republican delegates do not support offering citizenship to illegal 
immigrants; just 22% do.  38% think they should be permitted to stay 
and keep their jobs in the U.S., but without being offered 
citizenship; another 29% think they should leave the U.S. altogether. 
Among Republican voters, the percentage that wants illegal immigrants 
to leave the U.S. rises to 43%.  
 
In contrast, Democratic delegates overwhelmingly say illegal 
immigrants currently working in the U.S. should have a path to 
citizenship, as do 50% of Democratic voters. 
 
  ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS WORKING IN THE U.S. SHOULD… 
         Rep    Dem   Rep    Dem  
      Delegates Delegates Voters  Voters     
Stay, apply for citizenship      22%  68%   26%    50%  
Stay, keep jobs, but no citizenship  38  18   29    24 
Leave jobs, leave U.S.      29   6   43    23  
 
Gun Control 
 
On the issue of gun control, most Republican delegates (and Republican 
voters) want gun control laws either relaxed or kept as they are. 
 
   GUN CONTROL LAWS SHOULD BE MADE… 
     Republican Democratic Republican Democratic 
     Delegates Delegates Voters Voters  
 More strict   8%  62%  32%  71%  
 Less strict  38   4  17   3 
 Kept as they are  49  29  49  24  
 
 

 



 

Tax Cuts 
 
91% of Republican delegates (and 62% of Republican voters) would like 
the Bush tax cuts enacted in 2001 to be made permanent.  Only 4% want 
them to expire. 
 
Terrorism 
 
Republican delegates are far more concerned that the government is not 
enacting strict enough anti-terrorism laws, moreso than that such laws 
might excessively restrict civil liberties.  Democratic delegates take 
the opposite view. 
 
   MORE CONCERNED THAT GOVERNMENT IS… 
         Republican Democratic 
         Delegates Delegates 
Not enacting strong enough anti-terror laws  60%  11% 
Restricting civil liberties     17  79 
 
Religion 
 
By a large margin, Republican delegates think that candidates should 
discuss their own religious views. Democratic delegates are divided, 
but six in ten Democratic voters are against it. 
 
    RELIGION SHOULD BE… 
      Republican   Democratic Republican Democratic  
      Delegates    Delegates  Voters Voters    
Discussed by candidates 74%  50%    53%  36% 
Not part of a campaign  21  43    44  59 
 
Abortion 
 
Most Republican delegates think abortion should only be allowed in 
cases of incest, rape, to save the woman’s life, or not at all.  
Republican voters share those views. 
 
    VIEWS ON ABORTION 
      Republican Democratic  Rep     Dem 
      Delegates Delegates Voters  Voters     
Permitted in all cases   5%  58%  12%  33%  
Permitted with restrictions  13  18  17  20 
Only in rape, incest, save life 36  10  34  32 
Only to save life   31   2  27  11 
Not permitted (vol.)    6   0   6   2 
 
Same Sex Marriage 
 
Very few Republican delegates support same sex marriage.  Just under 
half, however, support civil unions.  46% want no legal recognition 
for same sex couples. Democratic delegates are much more accepting of 
same sex marriage. 

 



 

 
   SAME SEX COUPLES SHOULD BE ALLOWED: 
      Republican Democratic  Rep   Dem  
      Delegates Delegates Voters Voters  
 To legally marry           6%    55%  11%    49% 
 To legally form civil unions  43    35  28    19 
 No legal recognition     46     5  57    29 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
The CBS News/New York Times Delegate Poll was conducted July 23-August 26, 
2008 with a random sample of 854 Republican delegates from every state except 
Indiana.  The error due to sampling could be plus or minus three percentage 
points for results based on the entire sample. Interviews were conducted via 
phone; if a delegate preferred, he or she could complete the survey online.  
Online interviewing was conducted by CfMC, a San Francisco-based research 
software company.  
 
 
 

 


