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Are bigger schools with more students and facilities better, or are smaller schools with fewer students 
and facilities better?  When faced with this choice, most Americans choose smaller schools.  70% of 
Americans say smaller schools are better than bigger schools.  

Which is Better for Students?
Smaller schools/few facilities 70%
Bigger schools/many facilities 25

Most Americans across the board think smaller schools are better, but women (73%) are more likely 
to prefer smaller schools than men (66%).  There are differences by age as well:  though Americans 
under thirty also prefer smaller schools (62%), they are less likely to do so than those over 30 (72%).  
And while Americans of all political persuasions prefer smaller schools, Democrats (63%) and liberals 
(60%) are less likely to do so than Republicans (75%) and conservatives (76%).  

Which is Better for Students?
Smaller schools Bigger schools

Total 70% 25

Men 66% 28
Women 73% 22

18-29 62% 35
30+ 72% 22

Republicans 75% 22
Democrats 63% 31
Independents 71% 23

Liberals 60% 35
Moderates 69% 25
Conservatives 76% 20

_______________________________________________________________________________________
This poll was conducted by telephone May 14-18, 2014 among 1,011 adults nationwide. Data collection was 
conducted on behalf of CBS News by SSRS of Media, PA.  Phone numbers were dialed from samples of both 
standard land-line and cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample could be 
plus or minus three percentage points. The error for subgroups may be higher.  Interviews were conducted in 
English and Spanish.  This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on 
Public Polls.
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SU-06. Which do you think is better for students – bigger schools with a large number of students and many 
facilities, or smaller schools with a small number of students and fewer facilities?  

* TOTAL RESPONDENTS *
Total Men Women
  %   %   %

Bigger schools 25 28 22
Smaller schools 70 66 73
Don’t know/No answer   5   5   6

Total respondents: 1,011
Margin of error: 3pts


