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• 57% of Americans do not think the harsh political tone of recent campaigns encouraged 
the shootings of Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and others in Tucson, Arizona this 
past weekend.   

 
• But 49% think the level of civility has declined among Americans engaged in political 

discourse, and 52% think it has declined among members of Congress. 
 
• Three in four Americans think violent action against the government is never justified – 

but they are more divided when asked whether they think this type of violence will ever 
happen again.  45% expect there will be more violent acts like this; 47% think this was a 
random act that will not be repeated. 

 
• Support for stricter gun control laws has increased some in the wake of this incident. 

47% think gun control laws should be made more strict, up from 40% last year. Still, 58% 
don’t think stricter gun control laws would have prevented the shooting. 

 
As speculation ensues as to how much a heated political atmosphere might have caused the 
shootings this weekend, most Americans reject the idea that the harsh political rhetoric of recent 
political campaigns had anything to do with the violence.  57% of Americans do not think so, 
while 32% think it was a factor.  Most Republicans and independents, and half of Democrats, 
think that recent political campaigns were not a factor in the shooting. 
 

Did Harsh Political Tone have Anything to do with Arizona Shootings? 
    Total  Reps Dems Inds 
  Yes  32%  19% 42% 33% 
  No  57  69 49 56 
 
But Americans are more divided when looking at accused suspect Jared Loughner’s political 
views. 45% of Americans think Mr. Loughner’s political views probably entered into his reasons 
for the shooting, while 33% think they probably did not, and 22% aren’t certain.   
 

Were Loughner’s Political Views a Factor in Arizona Shootings? 
     Total  Reps Dems Inds 
  Probably  45%  47% 51% 37% 
  Probably not  33  31 32 36 
  Don’t know  22  22 17 27 
 
Most Americans have heard or read about the shootings in Arizona, including 47% who have 
heard a lot about the incident.  
 

 



 

Whether politics played a factor in these shootings or not, few Americans think it is ever justified 
for citizens to take violent action against the government.  Three in four think it is never justified, 
similar to the percentage that said so last April. 
 

Is Violent Action Against the Government Ever Justified? 
     Now  4/2010 
  Justified  16%  16% 
  Not justified  76  79 
 
But some Americans expect that more violent acts like the Arizona shootings will occur over the 
next year or so. 45% of Americans think a shooting like this could be repeated, while 47% think 
the incident was a random act and not likely to be repeated. 
 

Will Shootings Like This Happen Again? 
      All Reps Dems Inds 

Will be more violent acts  45% 41% 45% 47% 
Random act/Won't be repeated 47 55 45 45 

 
There are partisan differences: 55% of Republicans describe the shootings in Arizona as a 
random act, compared to 45% of Democrats who think that.  
 
Back in 1998, after a shooting on Capitol Hill that resulted in the death of two Capitol police 
officers, Americans were more likely to call that incident a random act – 59% thought that was 
the case.  
 
In the wake of the shooting of a U.S. Representative, some have suggested that members of 
Congress should be provided with security protection, but Americans are split on the issue: 48% 
say members of Congress should have bodyguards, while 45% think they should not.  
 

Should Members of Congress have Bodyguards? 
Yes  48% 

     No  45  
 
Many Americans think political discourse has become less civil over the past decade.  About 
half think Americans overall and members of Congress are less civil than they were ten years 
ago when debating issues facing the country. 
 

Civility when Debating the Issues:  Now vs. 10 Years Ago Among… 
    All Americans  Members of Congress 
 More civil  15%      9% 
 Less civil  49   52 
 About the same 33   32 
 
Gun Control 
 
The weapon Mr. Loughner allegedly used in the shooting was a semi-automatic Glock that can 
be legally purchased in the United States.  48% of Americans think current gun control laws 
should either be kept as they are now or made less strict, while 47% think they should be 
stricter.  Support for stricter gun control laws has risen slightly since last year, but is down from 
the levels seen in 2002 and 1994.  
 

 



 

Should Gun Control Laws Be…? 
    Now  4/2010  10/2002 11/1994 
 More strict  47%  40%  56%  59% 
 Less strict  12  16  11  10 
 Kept as now  36  42  30  28 
 
And most Americans do not think stricter gun control laws would have prevented the shootings 
in Tucson.  While 36% think that stricter laws would have done at least a little to prevent the 
violence that occurred this past weekend, 58% think stricter laws would have had no effect.  
This percentage rises to 77% among gun-owners. 
 

How Much Would Stricter Gun Laws 
Have Prevented AZ Shootings? 

     Total  Have Gun in Household 
  A lot   18%    7% 
  A little   18  10 
  No Effect  58  77 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This poll was conducted by telephone on January 9-10, 2011 among 673 adults nationwide who were first 
interviewed by CBS News December 17-20, 2010. Phone numbers were dialed from samples of both 
standard land-line and cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire sample 
could be plus or minus four percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher. This poll release 
conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls. 
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rq1 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
rq2 In general, do you think gun control laws should be made more strict, less strict, or 
kept as they are now?  
 

** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind   Apr10a 
                               %       %      %       %    %  
More strict                   47      24     70      41   40 
Less strict                   12      23      2      14   16 
Kept as they are now          36      46     25      40   42 
DK/NA                          5       7      3       5    2 
 
rq3 BLANK 
  
rq4 Do you think it is ever justified for citizens to take violent action against the 
government, or is it never justified?  
 
Justified                     16      28     11      11   16 
Never justified               76      64     81      81   79 
DK/NA                          8       8      8       8    5 
  
rq5 In general, when most Americans debate issues facing the country do you think they 
are more civil today compared to 10 years ago, less civil, or about as civil as they were 
10 years ago?  
 
            Mar10c 
More civil                    15      11     18      15   17 
Less civil                    49      41     47      56   50 
About as civil                33      44     33      26   29 
DK/NA                          3       4      2       3    4 
  
rq6 In general, when most members of Congress debate issues facing the country do you 
think they are more civil today compared to 10 years ago, less civil, or about as civil 
as they were 10 years ago?  
 
More civil                     9       8      9      10   11 
Less civil                    52      52     55      48   56 
About as civil                32      33     27      35   27 
DK/NA                          7       7      9       7    6 
 
rq7 How much have you heard or read about the recent shooting in Tucson, Arizona where 
Jared Loughner allegedly shot and critically wounded Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords, 
among others, and killed six other people --a lot, some, not much, or nothing at all?  
 
      
A lot                         47      39     49      51 
Some                          30      40     32      23 
Not much                      15      13     16      16 
Nothing at all                 7       8      3      10 
DK/NA                          1       0      0       0 
 

 



 

rq8 Do you think that stricter gun control laws would have done a lot to prevent the 
violence that occurred this past weekend in Tucson, Arizona, done a little, or had no 
effect on preventing the violence in Tucson, Arizona?  
 

** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind    
                               %       %      %       %  
A lot                         18       6     29      17 
A little                      18      11     25      16 
Had no effect                 58      76     42      61 
It depends (Vol.)              1       0      1       1 
DK/NA                          5       7      3       5 
  
rq9 Which of these statements is closer to your own opinion about what will happen--in 
the next year or so, there will be more violent acts like the shooting in Tuscon, Arizona 
in which Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords was shot and critically wounded, or the 
shooting in Tucson, Arizona was a random act and is not to likely to be repeated in the 
near future?  
 
Will be more violent acts     45      41     45      47 
Random act/won't be repeated  47      55     45      45 
DK/NA                          8       4     10       8 
 
rq10 Some people have said that the harsh political tone of recent political campaigns 
has encouraged violence.  What do you think?  Do you think the recent harsh political 
tone has anything to do with the Arizona shootings, or not? 
 
Yes                           32      19     42      33 
No                            57      69     49      56 
DK/NA                         11      12      9      11 
 
rq11 Do you think members of Congress should or should not be given bodyguards to help 
protect them? 
 
Should have bodyguards        48      43     46      54 
Should not                    45      47     48      42 
DK/NA                          7      10      6       4 
 
rq12 Based on what you’ve heard or read, do you think political views probably did or 
probably did not enter into Jared Loughner’s reasons for the shooting?   
 
Probably did                  45      47     51      37 
Probably did not              33      31     32      36 
DK/NA                         22      22     17      27 
 

 



 

rq13 Do you or does any other member of your household own a handgun, rifle, shotgun, or 
any other kind of firearm?  
 

** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                       *** Party ID ***    
                             Total    Rep    Dem     Ind    
                               %       %      %       %     
Yes, self                     20      26     11      25 
Yes, other                    11      14      9      10 
Yes, self and other            9      13      5      10 
No                            58      41     75      54 
DK/NA                          2       6      0       1 
 
 
 
     UNWEIGHTED WEIGHTED
Total Respondents   673   
 
Total Republicans   182  176 
Total Democrats   259  239 
Total Independents  232  257 
 

 


