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q23 In order for someone to be confirmed as a Federal judge, what do you 
think should happen first: 1) Republicans and Democrats in the Senate should 
both have to agree that a person should be a judge, even if that takes a long 
time, or 2) Because Republicans have the most Senators, Republicans should 
get to decide whether a person should be a judge, even if Democrats disagree? 
 

** HALF SAMPLE A ** 
       Total 
Must agree     79% 
Republicans decide   14  
DK/NA        7 
 
q24 In order for someone to be confirmed as a Federal judge, what do you 
think should happen first: 1) Both parties in the Senate should have to agree 
that a person should be a judge, even if that takes a long time, or 2) 
Whichever party has the most Senators should get to decide whether a person 
should be a judge, even if the other party disagrees? 
 

** HALF SAMPLE B ** 
Must agree     74 
Most votes decide    17 
DK/NA       9 
 
Q25 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
q26 As you may know, there are 100 Senators. How many Senators' votes should 
it take to move ahead to confirm a Federal judicial nominee? Should a 
majority of 51 votes be required, or is this something that should require a 
larger majority of 60 votes? 
 

** HALF SAMPLE C ** 
Majority of 51    35  
Larger majority of 60   63 
DK/NA        2  
 
q27  As you may know, there are 100 Senators. How many Senators' votes should 
it take to move ahead to confirm a Supreme Court nominee? Should a majority 
of 51 votes be  required, or is this something that should require a larger 
majority of 60 votes? 
 

** HALF SAMPLE D ** 
Majority of 51    31 
Larger majority of 60   64 
DK/NA        5 
 



q28 How closely would you say you have been following the debate about the 
filibuster in the Senate -- very closely, somewhat closely, not very closely, 
or not at all closely? 
 

********* TOTAL RESPONDENTS ******* 
      Total  Rep  Dem  Ind  
         %   %   %   %  
Very closely    10  11   7  11 
Somewhat closely    24  19  24  29 
Not very closely    28  33  29  22 
Not at all closely   38  37  39  38 
DK/NA        0   0   1   0 
 
Q29-Q31 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
q32  Looking ahead to the long term, do you think that eliminating the 
filibuster for judicial nominees would do more good than harm to the U.S. 
political system, more harm than good to the U.S. political system, or would 
that have no long-term effect on the U.S. political system? 
 

********* TOTAL RESPONDENTS ******* 
      Total  Rep  Dem  Ind  
        %   %   %   %  
More good than harm   18  27   9  17 
More harm than good   37  29  44  38 
No effect     23  24  24  20 
DK/NA      22  20  23  25 
 
 
 

UNWEIGHTED  WEIGHTED
Total Respondents   655 
 
Half Sample A (q23)  314   320 
Half Sample B (q24)  341   337 
 
Half Sample C (q26)  328   320 
Half Sample D (q27)  327   337 
 
Total Republicans   225   227 
Total Democrats   226   236 
Total Independents  204   194 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


