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Although he comes in second behind Senator Hillary Clinton in the 
nominating contest among Democratic primary voters nationwide, Senator 
Barack Obama is the first choice of one of America’s most popular and 
influential celebrities.  In May, Oprah Winfrey publicly announced her 
support for Barack Obama for President of the United States, and nearly 
one in three voters think that her endorsement will make most people 
they know more likely to vote for him.   
 
BARACK OBAMA AND OPRAH’S ENDORSEMENT 
 
31% of registered voters say that most people they know would be more 
likely to vote for Barack Obama for President because Oprah has endorsed 
him, while only 3% say it would make most people they know less likely 
to vote for him.  But most – 63% - do not think it will make a 
difference. 

 
WILL OPRAH’S ENDORSEMENT OF BARACK OBAMA 

MAKE MOST PEOPLE YOU KNOW…? 
(Among registered voters) 

    More likely to vote for him  31%   
    Less likely to vote for him   3 
    Won’t matter    63 
 
Not surprisingly, Obama supporters are more likely than Clinton 
supporters to think that the Oprah endorsement will make a positive 
difference among other voters – 45% think so, as opposed to slightly 
over half who think it will not.  Nevertheless, a sizable minority of 
Americans planning to vote for Clinton in their state’s Democratic 
primary – 29% - think that Oprah’s endorsement will make people more 
inclined to vote for Obama.  31% of registered voters who consider 
themselves Republicans and 27% of voters who consider themselves 
Independents agree. 
 

WILL OPRAH’S ENDORSEMENT OF BARACK OBAMA 
MAKE MOST PEOPLE YOU KNOW…? 

     Dem. Primary Voters Registered Voters
      Obama Clinton Reps.    Ind. 
      Voters Voters 
More likely to vote for him   45%  29%  31%  27%  
Less likely to vote for him    1   2   7   2 
Won’t matter     52  66  61  67 
 



Blacks are more likely than whites to think the endorsement will make 
people more likely to vote for Obama. Younger Americans and liberals 
also are more likely to expect this than older Americans and 
conservatives.  There is almost no difference between men and women in 
assessing the influence of Oprah’s endorsement. 
 

WILL OPRAH’S ENDORSEMENT OF BARACK OBAMA 
MAKE MOST PEOPLE YOU KNOW…? 
(Among registered voters) 

    More likely to Less likely to Won’t    
    vote for him vote for him Matter 
 Total    31%    3  63 
 
 Men    30%    4  64 
 Women    32%    2  63 
 
 Whites   29%    3  65  
 Blacks   39%    2  59  
 
 Liberals   38%    0  58 
 Moderates   31%    3  64 
 Conservatives  26%    6  67 
 
 18-29    48%    2  49   
 30-44    33%    1  64 
 45-64    25%    5  66 
 65+    20%    4  71 

 
AMERICA’S OPINION OF OPRAH WINFREY 
 
According to a Gallup Poll conducted in December 2006, Oprah Winfrey is 
volunteered by Americans second only to Hillary Clinton as the woman 
living today that they most admire.  In the most recent CBS News poll, 
61% of Americans have a favorable opinion of Oprah Winfrey, more than 
say the same about Clinton or any of the major candidates running for 
president.  Only 11% of Americans have an unfavorable opinion of Oprah, 
while 15% are undecided and 11% haven’t heard enough about her. 

 
OPINION OF OPRAH WINFREY 

(All Americans) 
    Favorable   61% 
    Not favorable  11 
    Undecided   15 
    Haven’t heard enough 11 
 
Although most Americans have a favorable opinion of Oprah Winfrey 
regardless of their party and political philosophy, more Democrats (69%) 
and liberals (69%) have a favorable opinion of her than do Republicans 
(54%), Independents (56%), moderates (62%) and conservatives (55%).      
Blacks are far more likely to have a favorable opinion of her – 84% of 
blacks view Oprah favorably compared to 57% of whites.  The higher one’s 
annual income, the more likely one is to have a favorable opinion of 



Oprah.  Americans under age 65 are also more likely to have a favorable 
pinion of her, as are Americans with at least some college education. o

 
WOMEN AND OPRAH 
 
Women are also more positive towards Oprah than are men – 69% of women 
have a favorable opinion of her while 51% of men agree.  Both white and 
black women hold favorable views of Oprah Winfrey but black women are 
especially likely to – nine in 10 do.  Half of black women say most 
people they know would be persuaded by Oprah’s endorsement, while just 
one in four whites says that.  Oprah may have more influence with 
younger women; 38% of women under 45 say people they know would be 
influenced by her endorsement, compared to 25% of those over 45. Oprah 
is viewed favorably by women Republicans, Democrats, and Independents.  
Democratic women have an especially high opinion of her – about eight in 
10 view her favorably.   
 
__________________________________________________________________
  
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 1214 adults nationwide, 
interviewed by telephone August 8-12, 2007.  The error due to sampling for 
results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus three percentage 
points.  The error for subgroups is higher.  An oversample of African Americans 
was also conducted for this poll, for a total of 169 interviews among this 
group. The results were then weighted in proportion to the racial composition 
of the adult population in the U.S. Census.  The margin of error for African 
Americans is plus or minus 8 percentage points.
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q66 Is your opinion of Oprah Winfrey favorable, not favorable, undecided, or haven't you 
heard enough about Oprah Winfrey yet to have an opinion? 
 
                              **** TOTAL RESPONDENTS **** 
                                    **** Party ID ****                                 
     Total   Rep    Dem     Ind   
                               %       %      %       %  
Favorable                     61      54     69      56 
Not favorable                 11      13      8      12 
Undecided                     15      19     12      17 
Haven't heard enough          11      11     10      11 
Refused                        2       3      1       4 
 
q67 Oprah Winfrey has endorsed Barack Obama for president.  Do you think most people you 
know will be more likely to vote for Barack Obama because Oprah has endorsed him, less 
likely to vote for him because Oprah has endorsed him, or won't that matter to people one 
way or the other?  
 
                              **** REGISTERED VOTERS **** 
More likely to vote           31      31     34      27 
Less likely to vote            3       7      1       2 
Won't matter                  63      61     62      67 
Do
 
n't know/No answer           3       1      3       4 

 
 
 

UNWEIGHTED  WEIGHTED
Total Respondents    1214 
 
Total Republicans     302   308 (25%) 
Total Democrats     472   459 (38%) 
To
 
tal Independents    440   446 (36%) 

 
 
 


