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As tax day approaches, most Americans have already filed their income 
taxes. Even though a majority thinks they pay their fair share, more 
than a third says they pay more than their fair share of income taxes. 
 
70% of Americans had already filed their income taxes when this poll 
was conducted last week, and another 15% planned to get them done by 
the deadline of April 17th. Few had applied for an extension. 
 

HAVE YOU FILED YOUR 2006 INCOME TAXES? 
Already filed    70% 
Will get them done   15 
Applied for extension     4 
Not thinking about it     4 
Don’t file (vol.)     6 

 
55% of Americans think the amount of taxes they pay is fair, but 37% 
think they pay more than their fair share. As expected, a very small 
number (1%) believes they are paying less than their fair share. In 
1997 Americans viewed the amount of taxes they paid as less fair. Back 
then, 49% said they were paying more than their fair share of federal 
income taxes, while 47% said they paid the right amount. 
 

DO YOU PAY YOUR FAIR SHARE OF INCOME TAXES? 
4/2007 4/2006  4/1997 

More than fair share 37  34%   49% 
Less than fair share  1    1      2 
About right amount 55  58   47 
 

Those who earn the most feel they pay the most. 45% of Americans who 
earn $75,000 a year or more say they pay more than their fair share of 
income taxes. 
 

DO YOU PAY YOUR FAIR SHARE OF INCOME TAXES? 
        ******* Income *********** 
    All  <30  30-50K 50-75k 75K & over 
More than fair share 37%  31%   35%  37%  45% 
Less than fair share  1   1    1   1   1 
About right amount 55  49   60  59  54 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 994 adults nationwide, 
interviewed by telephone April 9-12, 2007.  The error due to sampling for 
results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus three percentage 
points.  The error for subgroups is higher. 
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q72 Income taxes for 2006 are due on April 17th. Have you already filed your income 
taxes, will you get your taxes done in the next week or so, did you apply for an 
extension, or are you just not thinking about it?  
 
                               Total       Apr06a     
                                  %            % 
Already filed                  70         70 
Will get them done in the      15         16 
Applied for extension            4           4 
Just not thinking about it       4           4 
Don't file/Don't earn enough     6           5 
Don't know/No answer             1           1 
  
q73 Do you feel you pay more than your fair share in federal income taxes, less than your 
fair share, or is the amount you pay about right?  
 
More than fair share           37         34 
Less than fair share             1           1 
About right                    55         58 
Don't file taxes (Vol.)          5           4 
Don't know/No answer             2           3 
 
 
Total Respondents:  994 
 
 


