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• Which one of the following would you say most prevents you from behaving badly?  1. Your 
religion, 2. Your morals and principles, 3. Your fear of getting caught, or 4.You just do bad 
things anyway. 

 
Americans say it’s their inner moral compass that keeps them in line. 
 
Could Americans live in a society without laws?  70% of Americans think they could, because they 
claim it’s either their morals or principles that keep them from behaving badly.  For 18% it’s their 
religion, while just 7% say it is the fear of getting caught that keeps them in check.  2% just do bad 
things anyway.   
 
Most evangelical and born again Christians agree that it’s their morals and principles that keep 
them from doing bad things, though evangelicals (37%) are twice as likely as Americans overall 
(18%) to say their religion is what guides them away from bad behavior. 
 

What Prevents You from Behaving Badly?  
       Total  Evangelicals 
  Morals and principles   70%  54% 
  Religion    18  37 
  Fear of getting caught     7    3 
  Do bad things anyway    2    1 
 

• Compared to your own parents, would you say you generally are a better parent than they 
were, a worse parent, or about the same kind of parent as your own parents? 

 
Moms are more likely than dads to compare themselves favorably to their own parents. 
 
Six in 10 parents think they measure up just as well as their own parents, while a third thinks they 
are better parents than their own parents were.  Just 3% rate their own parents better than 
themselves. Moms are more critical of their parents than dads are – 42% of moms think they are 
better parents than their own parents were, compared to just 29% of dads.   
 
Parents who have survived raising all their kids to adulthood are a little more humble than those 
still raising children.  While 41% of parents with children 18 years of age or younger think they are 
better parents than their own parents, this drops to 31% for those who have only adult children. 
 

Compared to Your Own Parents, Are You…? 
(Among parents) 

    Total  Moms Dads   Kids <18 Kids >18 
 The same  59%  53% 65%  56%  61% 
 A better parent 36  42 29  41  31 
 A worse parent   3    3   4    3    4 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• When you go out to a restaurant, how much do you usually tip your server? 1. Less than 
10%, about 10%, about 15%, about 20%, more than 20% or don’t you usually tip your      
restaurant server?  

 
People with more money to tip, tip more. 
 
The fifteen to twenty percent range is where most Americans are comfortable tipping a restaurant 
server – a third usually tips around fifteen percent and another third usually tip twenty percent.  
Just 8% tip over twenty percent, while one in five tip ten percent or less – including 1% who don’t 
usually tip at all. 
 
Americans who earn more tip more.  While just 31% of Americans earning under $50,000 a year 
tip twenty percent or more, this rises to 61% for those earning over $100,000 a year. 
 

How Much do You Usually Tip at a Restaurant? 
     Total  Under $50K $50K-$100K $100K+ 
 Over twenty percent    8%    8%  11%    7% 
 Twenty percent  32  23  40  54 
 Fifteen percent  32  30  34  31 
 Ten percent   18  26  12    4 
 Under ten percent    3    4    1    0 
 Don’t tip     1    0    0    0 
 

• Who is Jamie Dimon? 1. A daredevil motorcyclist, 2. A New York Banker, 3, An X-Games 
skateboarder, or 4. A Texas Congressman.  

 
Wealthier Americans are more likely to know who Jamie Dimon is than those who earn less. 
 
In spite of JPMorganChase’s well-publicized loss of $2 billion, just 14% of Americans correctly 
identify JPMorganChase’s CEO Jamie Dimon as a New York banker.  66% say they don’t know 
who he is, while others identify him as a Texas congressman (9%), an X-Games Skateboarder 
(7%), or a daredevil motorcyclist (4%). 
 
Americans who are slightly closer to Dimon’s salary are better able to identify him.  25% of 
Americans earning over $100,000 a year identify him as a New York banker, compared to just 9% 
of those earning under $50,000 a year. 
 

Who is Jamie Dimon? 
     Total  Under $50K $50K-$100K $100K+  
 New York Banker  14%    9%  16%  25% 
 Texas Congressman    9    8  14    5 
 X-Games Skateboarder   7    9    4    8 
 Daredevil motorcyclist    4    3    4    6 
 Don’t Know   66  71  62  56 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Which of the following would you be most embarrassed to be seen reading in public? 1. 
Fifty Shades of Grey, 2. The National Enquirer, 3. Barack Obama’s memoir,4. Mitt 
Romney’s memoir, or 5. A Shore Thing by Snooki of The Jersey Shore.  

 
Americans don’t want to be caught reading about how to find love on the Jersey Shore. 
 
When asked which they would be most embarrassed to be caught reading in public, nearly half of 
Americans pick Nicole “Snooki” Polizzi’s autobiographical novel A Shore Thing - far ahead of the 
memoirs of President Obama (16%) and presidential hopeful Mitt Romney (8%), the National 
Enquirer (11%), or the erotic novel Fifty Shades of Grey (6%). 
 
While just 16% of Americans overall say they would be most embarrassed to be caught reading 
Barack Obama’s memoirs, this rises to 32% of Republicans.  Conversely, just 17% of Democrats 
would be most embarrassed to be reading Mitt Romney’s memoirs. 
 

Which Would You be Most Embarrassed to be Caught Reading? 
     Total  Democrats Republicans Independents 
A Shore Thing by Snooki  48%  46%  42%  53% 
Obama’s Memoir   16    6  32  13 
National Enquirer   11  13  12    9 
Romney’s Memoir     8  17    1    7 
Fifty Shades of Grey     6    9    6    5 
 

• If you could save only one of the following original documents of American history from a 
fire, which one would you choose – 1. The Declaration of Independence, 2. The 
Constitution, 3. The Emancipation Proclamation, or 4. Elvis Presley’s letter to President 
Nixon? 

 
More Americans would save the Constitution over the Declaration of Independence – except in the 
South. 
 
If they could save one of four documents of American history from a firer, half of all Americans 
would salvage the U.S. Constitution (50%), ahead of the Declaration of Independence (38%), and 
far ahead of the Emancipation Proclamation (9%).  Though very low on the list, 2% of Americans 
would opt to let these documents burn and rescue Elvis Presley’s 1970 letter to President Nixon – 
in which he requested to meet with the President in order to offer him a World War II-era pistol and 
become deputized as a federal agent in the war on drugs. 
 
The Constitution is the top choice for most regions of the country, but particularly in the West 
(60%) and the Midwest (58%).  In the South – which during the American Civil War rejected the 
U.S. Constitution in favor of its own Constitution of the Confederate States of America – the 
Declaration of Independence (43%) comes first, slightly ahead of the U.S. Constitution (41%). 
 

Which Document Would You Save from a Fire? 
     Total  Northeast    Midwest    South    West 
The Constitution   50%  46%         58%   41%    60% 
Declaration of Independence  38  40         35   43    31 
Emancipation Proclamation    9     9           6   13      7 
Elvis’ Letter to Nixon     2    2           0     2      1 
 
 



• As far as you know, how many justices sit on the U.S. Supreme Court – six, seven, nine, 
ten, or twelve?  

 
Most Americans don’t know how many justices sit on the Supreme Court. 
  
Just four in 10 Americans know the correct number of justices that sit on the Supreme Court.  40% 
correctly pick 9, while 35% pick an even dozen, 6% pick seven, 5% pick six, and 3% pick ten.   
College educated Americans do better – most know the correct number of Supreme Court justices, 
though four in 10 Americans who have pursued a higher education past a four a year degree still 
do not know there are nine justices on the Supreme Court. 
 

How Many Justices are on the Supreme Court? 
   Total  No Degree College Grads  Post Grads 
 Six    5%    5%    6%     4% 
 Seven    6    5    6     8 
 Nine  40  35  52   59 
 Ten    3    3    3     2 
 Twelve  35  39  25   19 
 Don’t know 11  13    8     8 
 

• Generally speaking, which do you think is worse for a person’s reputation – filing for 
divorce, or filing for bankruptcy? 

 
Failure in finances is more of a disgrace than failure in love. 
 
Two thirds of Americans would rather be known for filing for divorce than filing for bankruptcty.  
65% say that filing for bankruptcy is worse for a person’s reputation, while 27% pick filing for 
divorce.  Married Americans (30%) are more likely to pick filing for a divorce than those who have 
gone through a divorce (23%) or were never married (22%), though a majority of all three groups 
pick bankruptcy as worse for a person’s reputation. 
 

Which is Worse for Your Reputation? 
     Total  Married Divorced Never married 
 Filing for bankruptcy  65%  63%  68%  72% 
 Filing for divorce  27  30  23  22 
 
Americans with more money to lose see more shame in filing for bankruptcy.  While 59% of 
Americans making less than $50,000 a year pick bankruptcy as worse for a reputation, this rises to 
75% of those earning $100,000 a year or more. 
 

Which is Worse for Your Reputation? 
     Total  Under $50K $50K-$100K $100K+ 
 Filing for bankruptcy  65%  59%  68%  75% 
 Filing for divorce  27  32  25  21 
 
There is a gender difference as well.   Men (33%) are more likely than women (22%) to see filing 
for divorce as worse for a person’s reputation.   
 
 
 
 



• Assuming they both exist, which do you think is more important for the human race – 
Heaven, to reward the good, or Hell, to punish the evil? 

 
Heaven is more important than Hell. 
 
Perhaps they go hand-in-hand, but Americans think Heaven is more important than Hell.  
Assuming they both exist, 80% of Americans think Heaven is more important to reward the good, 
though 10% are more pessimistic, picking Hell as more important to punish the evil. 
 

Which is More Important? 
      Heaven 80% 
      Hell  10 
 

• Now that Osama Bin Laden is off the list, can you name anyone from the FBI’s top ten 
most wanted fugitives?  IF YES, ASK: Can you please tell me who that is? 

 
Americans aren’t on the lookout for the FBI’s most wanted. 
 
With Osama bin Laden now safely off the list, most Americans don’t think they can name anyone 
from the list of the FBI’s top ten most wanted fugitives – just 5% said yes.   But when it came down 
to who that five percent names, only 0.1% - one person – actually correctly named someone from 
the list:   Robert William Fisher, who is wanted for allegedly killing his wife and two young children 
and then blowing up the house in which they all lived in Scottsdale, Arizona, in 2001.   
 

Can You Name Anyone on the FBI Top Ten List? 
      Think they can  Actually can 
    Yes     5%    0.1% 
    No/Don’t know  95  99.9 
 
Some names that were volunteered instead included Mullah Omar, al-Zarqawi and Saddam 
Hussein (both killed in 2006), Pastor Fred Phelps, Ugandan guerilla leady Joseph Kony, the 
President of Syria, Whitey Bulger (arrested in 2011), and President Obama. 
 
This poll was conducted at the CBS News interviewing facility among a random sample of 990 adults 
nationwide, interviewed by telephone June 22-25, 2012. Phone numbers were dialed from random digit dial 
samples of both standard land-line and cell phones.  The error due to sampling for results based on the 
entire sample could be plus or minus three percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher.   
This poll release conforms to the Standards of Disclosure of the National Council on Public Polls. 
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q37 Which one of the following would you say most prevents you from behaving badly?  1. 
Your religion, 2. Your morals and principles, 3. Your fear of getting caught, or 4.You      
just do bad things anyway.  
 
                              *** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***   
                              Total    Evangelicals 
                               %   %                  
Religion                      18  37 
Morals and principles         70  54 
Fear of getting caught         7   3 
You do bad things anyway       2   1 
DK/NA                          3   5 
 
q38 Compared to your own parents, would you say you generally are a better parent than 
they were, a worse parent, or about the same kind of parent as your own parents? 
 
                              ******************** PARENTS ********************  
                              Total  Men Women  Kids <18 Kids>18 
                               %   %   %   %   % 
Better                        36  29 42  41  31 
Worse                          3   4  3   3   4 
Same                          59  65 53  56  61 
Mixed (vol.)    1   1  1   0   2 
DK/NA                          1   1  1   0   2 
 
q39 When you go out to a restaurant, how much do you usually tip your server? 1. Less 
than 10%, about 10%, about 15%, about 20%, more than 20% or don’t you usually tip your      
restaurant server?  
 
                              ************ TOTAL RESPONDENTS ************ 
       *********** INCOME ***********  
     Total  Under $50K $50K-$100K $100K+ 
      %   %   %   % 
Less than 10%                  3   4   1   0 
About 10%                     18  26  12   4 
About 15%                     32  30  34  31 
About 20%                     32  23  40  54 
More than 20%                  8   8  11   7 
Don't usually tip              1   2   0   0 
Depends on the service (Vol.)  4   6   1   2 
DK/NA                          2   1   1   2 
 
q40 Who is Jamie Dimon? 1. A daredevil motorcyclist, 2. A New York Banker, 3, An X-Games 
skateboarder, or 4. A Texas Congressman.  
 
Daredevil motorcyclist         4   3   4   6 
New York banker               14   9  16  25 
X Games skateboarder           7   9   4   8 
Texas congressman              9   8  14   5 
DK/NA                         66  71  62  56 
 
 
 
 
 



 
q41 Which of the following would you be most embarrassed to be seen reading in public? 1. 
Fifty Shades of Grey, 2. The National Enquirer, 3. Barack Obama’s memoir,4. Mitt Romney’s 
memoir, or 5. A Shore Thing by Snooki of The Jersey Shore.  
 
                              **** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ****                                        
        **** Party ID ****  
                              Total   Rep     Dem    Ind   
      %       %      %       %  
Fifty Shades of Grey           6       6      9       5 
The National Enquirer         11      12     13       9 
Obama's memoir                16      32      6      13 
Romney's memoir                8       1     17       7 
A Shore Thing by Snooki       48      42     46      53 
DK/NA                         11       7      9      13 
 
q42 As far as you know, how many justices sit on the U.S. Supreme Court – six, seven, 
nine, ten, or twelve?  
    
       *********** EDUCATION *********** 
     Total  No Degree College Post Grad  
      %   %   %   % 
Six                            5   5   6   4 
Seven                          6   5   6   8 
Nine                          40  35  52  59 
Ten                            3   3   3   2 
Twelve                        35  39  25  19 
DK/NA                         11  13   8   8 
 
q43 Generally speaking, which do you think is worse for a person’s reputation – filing 
for divorce, or filing for bankruptcy? 
 
       *********** INCOME ***********  
     Total  Under $50K $50K-$100K $100K+ 
      %   %   %   % 
Filing for divorce            27  32  25  21 
Filing for bankruptcy         65  59  68  75 
DK/NA                          8   9   7   4 
 
q44 If you could save only one of the following original documents of American history 
from a fire, which one would you choose –  1. The Declaration of Independence, 2. The 
Constitution, 3. The  Emancipation Proclamation, or 4. Elvis Presley’s letter to 
President Nixon? 
 
     *********************** REGION ********************** 
                              Total    Northeast Midwest South  West   
      %         %       %        %    % 
Declaration of Independence   38  40  35  43  31 
The Constitution              50  46  58  41  60 
The Emancipation Proclamation  9   9   6  13   7 
Elvis' letter to Nixon         2   2   0   2   1 
DK/NA                          1   3   1   1   1 
 
 
 
 
 
 



q45 Assuming they both exist, which do you think is more important for the human race – 
Heaven, to reward the good, or Hell, to punish the evil? 
 
                              **** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ****                                        
        **** Party ID ****  
                              Total   Rep     Dem    Ind   
      %       %      %       %  
Heaven                        80      81     85      77 
Hell                          10       9      7      13 
Both equally (vol.)            4       8      2       4 
DK/NA                          6       2      6       6 
 
q46 Now that Osama Bin Laden is off the list, can you name anyone from the FBI’s top ten 
most wanted fugitives?  IF YES, ASK: Can you please tell me who that is? 
 
Yes (specify)                  5       6      6       5 
No                            87      88     89      85 
DK/NA                          8       6      5      10 
 
 
 
 
 
TOTAL RESPONDENTS: 990 
 


