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IS AMERICA READY FOR BARACK OBAMA? 
    May 30-June 3, 2008 
 

Barack Obama now has enough pledged delegates and superdelegate 
commitments to claim the Democratic nomination -- and most 
Americans believe the country is ready for a black president.  
Nearly as many say the people they know would be willing in 
principle to vote for one.   
 
Nearly seven in 10 voters say America is ready – up 6 points from 
March and 14 points from January.  Eight years ago, most 
Americans thought the country was not ready for a black 
president. 
 

IS AMERICA READY FOR A BLACK PRESIDENT? 
(Among registered voters) 

  Now  3/2008 1/2008 2/2000 
Yes  68%  62%  54%  38%   
No  23  30  31  53 

 
White and black Americans agree that America is ready to elect a 
black president.  Those in all incomes and education levels say 
that America is ready – though whites who make over $50,000 a 
year and who have higher levels of education are most likely to 
say so.   
 
There is also general agreement between the parties: 62% of 
Republicans and 70% of Democrats say America is ready to elect an 
African-American. There is more doubt about this in the South 
than elsewhere in the country.  62% there say America is ready, 
but 30% say it is not.  
       
Nearly two in three registered voters -– 63% -- say that most 
people they know would vote for a black president.  That is 
higher than in March, but not much different from January.  
However, one in four voters – 26% -- believes that most of the 
people they know would NOT vote for a black candidate.  

 
WOULD MOST PEOPLE YOU KNOW VOTE FOR A BLACK PRESIDENTIAL 

CANDIDATE? 
(Among registered voters) 

     Now  3/2008 1/2008 
Yes  63%  56%  65% 
No  26  33  21 
 

67% of Democrats and 61% of Republicans say most people they know 
would vote for a black person.  There is an age difference: 70% 



of those under 30, but just 58% of those 65 and older say most of 
the people they know would vote for a black.  
 
But some of the largest differences are by region.  72% of those 
who live in the West say most people they know would vote for a 
black person for president.  66% in the Northeast and 64% in the 
Midwest agree.  But the figure is lowest in the South, where just 
54% say most people they know would; 33% in the South say most 
people they know would not vote for an African-American for 
president. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a random sample of 1,038 adults 
nationwide, including 930 registered voters, interviewed by telephone 
May 30-June 3, 2008. Phone numbers were dialed from RDD samples of both 
standard land-lines and cell phones. The error due to sampling for 
results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus four 
percentage points.  The error for subgroups is higher. The error for 
the sample of registered voters is plus or minus four points. 
 


