
420 THE REAGAN D IARIES

Tuesday, June 17

[M e t w ith  P re sid e n t Ju lio  M a r ía  S a n g u in e tti o f U r u g u a y.]

Th is a fte rno o n w e  a sto nish e d  th e  p re ss w ith  a  ne w s b re a k  o f a  p e r fe c tly  

k e p t se c re t. I to o k  C h f. Ju stic e  Bu r g e r, Ju stic e  Re h nq u ist & Ju d g e  Sc a lia  into  

th e  p re ss r o o m  to  a nno u nc e  Bu rg e r’s re sig na tio n, Re h nq u ist’s no m ina tio n to  

su c c e e d  h im  & Sc a lia ’s no m ina tio n to  ta k e  Re h nq u ist’s p la c e  o n th e  c o u r t.

A m e e ting  w ith  Jo h n P . & D o n R. o n m y  p r o p o sa l fo r  a  p r o p o se d  tre a ty  

w ith  th e  So v ie ts to  sh a re  th e  S.D .I. if & w h e n it is a  re a lity  & to  th e n d o  a w a y  

w ith I.C .B.M .’s. Jo h n se e m s to  w a nt to  sne a k  u p  o n it in p h a se s, e tc . I’m  h o ld ing  

o u t fo r  a  sim p le  p la n— y e s o r  no .

[S ta te  d in n e r  w ith  e n te r ta in m e n t b y  D a v e  B r u b e c k .]

W ednesday, June 18

Ou r U.H.O. fr ie nd s Sa le ro , Re b o lo  & C r u z  (Nic a r a g u a ) w e re  in fo r  a  m e e t-

ing . Th e y  a re  h e re  to  lo b b y  C o ng . o n a id  to  th e  fre e d o m  fi g h te r s.

Th e n a  m e e ting  w ith  Bish o p  D a rio  C a stillo n o f C o lo m b ia . He ’s su p p o rtiv e  

o f w h a t w e  a re  tr y ing  to  d o  in C e ntra l Am . I th ink  h e  w a s re lie v e d  to  h e a r th o u g h  

th a t w e  h a v e  no  p la ns fo r a rm e d  inte r v e ntio n. He  b e lie v e s th a t a t le a st 8 4 0  o f th e  

9 0 0  b ish o p s in La tin Am e ric a  a re  su p p o rtiv e  o f w h a t w e  a re  tr y ing  to  d o .

[G a th e r in g  fo r  fl a g  a w a rd s.]

A p h o to  w ith  o ffi c e r s o f th e  Na t. Ho m e b u ild e r s Assn. Th e n a  m e e ting  w ith  

Se c . Sh u ltz . Tw o  su b je c ts— So v ie t’s & S. Afric a . He  b e lie v e s it is o ne  tu rn to  

m o v e  w ith  a  p r o p o sa l to  Go rb a c h e v . On S.A. th e  p r o b le m  is o nc e  a g a in h a r sh  

la ng u a g e  in th e  C o ng . w h ic h  m a y  fo r c e  m e  to  v e to  so m e th ing .

[V id e o ta p in g s. Th ursday, June 19 : m o r n in g  b r ie fi n g s; re p o r t fr o m  M r s. R e a g a n  th a t 

D ire c to r  o f D r u g  A b u se  P o lic y  O ffi c e  C a r lto n  T u r n e r  w a s fe e lin g  ig n o re d  b y  D e p a r tm e n t o f 

Ju stic e  a n d  w a s re a d y  to  q u it, th e  p re sid e n t a sk e d  R e g a n  to  in te r v e n e  w ith  M e e se ; c o n g re s-

sio n a l m e e tin g  o n  C o n tra  a id  o b v ia te d  b y  v o te  c a ll; lu n c h  w ith  V ic e  P re sid e n t B u sh ; p h o to  

se ssio n s w ith  sta ff a n d  c a n d id a te s; fl e w  to  N e w  Je r se y  fo r  sp e e c h  to  h ig h  sc h o o l stu d e n ts a n d  

p a re n ts; c o m m e n te d , “ I  c a m e  a w a y  fe e lin g  te n  ft. ta ll. I  lik e p e o p le” ; re tu r n e d  to  W .H .; 

d ra n k  liq u id s in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f fo llo w in g  d a y’s m e d ic a l c h e c k u p .]

F r iday, June 2 0

Th e  c h e c k  u p  a fte r a c o u p le  o f h o u rs in th e  o ffi c e  & th e n o ff to  C a m p  D . It

w a s a  lo ng  sp e ll in th e  Ho sp ita l, w ind ing  u p  w ith  th e  C a t sc a n. Ev e r y th ing  w a s A-

OK  & th e  D r. o n th e  c a t sc a n sa id  m y  insid e s w e re  2 5  y rs. y o u ng e r th a n m y  a g e .

[S aturday, June 2 1– S unday, June 2 2 : w a lk s a n d  sw im m in g ; re tu r n e d  to  W .H .]

M o nday, June 2 3

A h a lf h o u r  inte r v ie w  w ith  3  m e m b e r s o f L.A. Tim e s. It w a s w id e  r a ng ing  

& I h o p e  I d id n’t g iv e  th e m  a ny  p o ssib le  d isto r tio n m a te r ia l. Th e n th e  issu e s 
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briefing lunch. W e made a decision that I would ask to appear at noon tomor-

row before the House of Reps. to make a speech in support of aid to the Con-

tras. Don called Tip & reached him on a golf course. Tip refused to let me speak 

to the House. I’m going to rub his nose in this one. W e are sending a copy of 

the speech to every rep.

[Interviewed by Time magaz ine; presentation of awards to high school students; pho-

tographed for F rench magaz ine; report from Senator Paul L axalt (R-NV) that F erdinand 

Marcos wanted the president to know that he did not instigate demonstrations in Philip-

pines.]

A meeting with Clarence Thomas my man on the Equal Opp. board. I’ve 

nominated him for another term. He’s done a h--l of a good job. The Lynch

gang on the hill is after him. Then received 9 Ambas’s. The 9th was Dobrynin 

of the Soviet U. He brought a letter from Gorbachev. W e had quite a conversa-

tion I’m not going to form a quick opinion but he sure is different from the old 

timers I’ve met. Nancy is in Calif. This place feels empty.

Tuesday, June 24

I’m supposed to be writing this at the ranch but here I am in the lonely old 

W .H. without Nancy.

W hen I got to the office Don R. told me I just couldn’t go with the Contra 

vote hanging over us & Tip’s refusal to let me address the House. W ell I knew 

he was right but I was d--n mad. There was the matter of my appearance tonite 

in Las V egas—a fundraiser for our cand. for Senate Cong. man Santini. W ell we 

got them to postpone it until tomorrow night. At 12 noon I went on TV  with 

the speech I would have given to the House. I spent the day phoning & meet-

ing with House members trying to line up votes—with some success. Oh, I met 

the new champ Ray F loyd & his wife. He just won the U.S. Open. He gave me 

a new putter. I did a photo for Time mag. & Here I am upstairs with the trip 

scheduled for tomorrow.

Wednesday, June 25

Dick W irthlin’s poll—all things considered the figures are good. My overall 

approval dropped from 7 3 to 7 0 though.

[Made calls to members of Congress on behalf of Contra aid; flew to L as Vegas for 

fund-raiser; received news that Contra aid bill passed; went to ranch.]

Thursday, June 26 –Monday, June 30

F or the 1st time this year the weather was beautiful each & every day. W e 

rode every morning, then Barney, Dennis & I cut up some downed trees. On

Sun. we learned of Sen. East’s suicide—a sad time for all of us. Now it is Mon. 

night & we are back at the W hite House.
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[Tuesday, July 1: received briefing on good progress with SDI, commented that “Our 

stumbling block is the d--n Congress who keep cutting the funding which pushes delays of 

one or two yrs. every time they have their way”; photographed for Life magazine; desk work; 

ambassadorial formalities; haircut; attended reception for diplomatic corps.]

Wednesday, July 2

Bill Casey & his team briefed us on plans for Contra aid including training 

of Contra officers etc. They have really worked out a fine operation which if it 

succeeds will or can bring about Sandinista troop defections.

Had an interview with 2 gals from “ U.S.A. Today.”  I think it went well. 

Q ’s. were on S. Africa, Soviets etc. George B. & I had our usual lunch then I

met with Geo. S. just back from the Philippines & several other countries. He

had quite an agenda for us on stepping up pressure on S. Africa. I agreed with 

much of it but told him I thought we should offer a plan to Pres. Botha that 

could offer something other than just turning the 5 mil. Whites over to a govt. 

by 26 mil. Blacks. I suggested something like Switzerland’s “ Canton”  type of 

govt. He agreed. Then a taping session which included a toast to Lew & Edie’s 

50th wedding anniversary (July 14) at Universal Studios in Calif.

[Thursday, July 3: briefing for visit with President François Mitterrand of France; 

taped radiocast; joined Nancy’s brother and his family to helicopter to Tarrytown, New 

Y ork, staying at Rockefeller mansion at Pocantico Hills; joined President Mitterrand in 

New Y ork for unveiling of refurbished Statue of Liberty, commented, “Upon finishing my 

remarks I pushed the button that lighted up Miss Liberty. It was spectacular”; returned to 

Pocantico.]

Friday, July 4

Left Pocantico at 8 A.M. Landed Marine 1 on Stern of battleship Iowa. 

We sailed slowly down the river & bay passing warships of 30 odd countries 

& several of our own warships who fired 21 gun salutes & of course on all 

sides were the 40,000 private boats loaded with people. Then we landed on 

Governors Island for the parade of Tall ships in company of Pres. M. & Ma-

dame M. Shortly after noon Nancy & Mrs. M. went to a luncheon at one of 

the Admiral’s home on the island. Pres. M. & I joined Cabinet members of 

mine & several of his ministers at a working lunch. Pres. M. is going back to 

a meeting with Gen. Sec. Gorbachev. Our meeting had to do with East-West 

relations. I tried to give the Pres. all the info I could about our dealings with 

the Gen. Sec. on arms reductions so that he would know our side if he was 

subjected to any propaganda. It was a good meeting although Pres. M. can be 

very unpredictable.

[Dinner at Pocantico; celebrated evening on USS John F. Kennedy. Saturday, July 

5: toured Rockefeller mansion; returned to W.H.]
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