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The war in Iraq has affected the lives of a wide group of people.  54% 
of Americans say they have either a friend or relative who has served 
or is serving in Iraq.  17% say they themselves or an immediate family 
member has served, and 37% said they have a close friend or other 
relative who has served in Iraq.   
 
   TIES TO MILITARY IN IRAQ 
  Served or immediate family member in Iraq 17% 
  Friend or relative in Iraq    37 
  No ties to serviceperson in Iraq   45 
 
Like Americans overall, Americans with the closest military ties to 
Iraq (either serving there themselves or having a family member there) 
hold negative views of the war in Iraq and the President’s handling of 
it.  Their views mirror those of the rest of the country on many 
questions.  But while these military families, who have experienced 
Iraq, have become more negative recently about how the war is going 
and the U.S.’s likely success there, they are still optimistic about 
eventual success and proud of what the U.S. is doing.   
 
CBS News asked respondents whether they or someone in their immediate 
family ever served in Iraq; 17% said that was the case.  This poll 
analysis focuses on that segment of the population. To supplement the 
sample of those who either served or have an immediate family member 
who has, additional interviews were conducted in households where a 
respondent from a previous CBS News Poll said they or an immediate 
family member had served in the military in Iraq. 
  
48% of those with close family ties to someone who has served in Iraq 
think going to war in Iraq was the right thing to do, as do four in 10 
Americans overall.   
 
    WAR IN IRAQ WAS RIGHT THING? 
       Iraq Service 

All Families  
    Yes  41% 48% 
    No  54 48 
 
Support for the war has not changed significantly since January among 
those with close family ties to service in Iraq.   
 



Most of the 17% who report they or an immediate family member has 
served (or is now serving) in Iraq are the family members, and 60% are 
women.  Nearly half are from the South, and almost four in 10 live in 
rural areas.  Almost one in five are African American.  These 
individuals have lower household incomes than Americans overall.  24% 
of them say someone in their family is now serving in Iraq, and 
another 27% say they themselves or that person may return to Iraq. 
Seven in ten say that person is enlisted in the regular army, while a 
quarter serves in the National Guard or the reserves. 
 
    DEMOGRAPHIC MAKEUP 
       Iraq Service  

All Families  
  Men    48% 40% 
  Women    52 60 
 
  North    23% 16% 
  Midwest   23 21 
  South    32 46 
  West    23 16 
 
  White    80% 71% 
  Black    11 19 
 
  Household income: 
  Under $30k   23% 26% 
  $30k-$50k   21 27 
  $50k-$100k   38 29 
  $100k+   13 12 
    
One third of Iraq service families think the U.S. should never have 
gotten involved in Iraq, and another 23% think the U.S. ought to have 
left after Saddam Hussein was deposed.  41% think the U.S. was right 
to stay in Iraq after Hussein was overthrown.   
 

     WHAT SHOULD THE U.S. HAVE DONE…? 
         Iraq Service  

All Families  
Remove Saddam AND stay to rebuild Iraq  35% 41% 
Remove Saddam, then left Iraq   22 23 
Never gotten involved in Iraq   40 31 
 
Part of the reason for the negative views about whether going to war 
was the right thing may be that many of those with close family ties 
to the military in Iraq think things are going badly there for the 
U.S.  52% think things there are going badly for the U.S. there, about 
the same as other Americans.  46% think the war is going well.   
 



    HOW IS THE WAR IN IRAQ GOING? 
       Iraq Service 

All Families  
    Well  40% 46% 
    Badly  57 52 
 
In January, those who served in Iraq or have family members serving 
there were more likely to say the war was going well for the U.S.  
Then, 57% thought it was going well, and 41% thought it was going 
badly.   
 
    HOW IS THE WAR IN IRAQ GOING? 
   Among those served in Iraq/family served in Iraq 

Now 1/2006  
    Well  46% 57%   
    Badly  52 41   
 
61% think President Bush makes things in Iraq sound better than they 
really are when he talks about the situation there.  That perception 
has gotten worse in recent months; fewer now think President Bush is 
accurately describing the situation there than thought so in December. 
 
    PRESIDENT BUSH DESCRIBES IRAQ… 

Among those served in Iraq/family served in Iraq 
        Now 12/2005 

Better than it is 61% 48%   
    Worse than it is   5  8 
    Accurately   28 39 
 
Six in 10 – even more than among all Americans -- think the U.S. 
government is not giving the troops in Iraq the resources and 
equipment they need to succeed there. 
 
 HAS GOVERNMENT GIVEN TROOPS WHAT THEY NEED TO SUCCEED IN IRAQ? 
      Iraq Service  
     All Families  
   Yes  37% 36% 
   No  50 58 
 
But Americans with family members who have served in Iraq hold some 
views that are more positive than Americans’ overall.  Over a third 
think the Iraqis are grateful to the U.S. for getting rid of Saddam 
Hussein, although an equal number think the Iraqis are resentful.  And 
they are more likely than Americans overall to feel proud of what the 
U.S. is doing in Iraq. 
 
   PROUD OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN IRAQ?    
      Iraq Service 
     All Families  
   Yes  46% 56% 
   No  48 37 
 



They are slightly more optimistic than Americans generally about the 
outcome of the war in Iraq, although many are still pessimistic.  60% 
of those with ties to the military in Iraq think it is likely the U.S. 
will succeed there.  Among Americans as a whole, only 51% think the 
U.S. will succeed. 
 
    U.S. LIKELY TO SUCCEED IN IRAQ? 
        Iraq Service 

All Families  
    Likely  51% 60% 
    Not likely  47 38 
 
Still, this is a drop since January, when 67% of those with ties to 
service in Iraq thought the U.S. was likely to succeed.   
 
But many see the current situation as a stalemate, with neither side 
winning.  Like most Americans, they say Iraq is now in a state of 
civil war.   
     
On a personal level, many of those who have served in Iraq (or who 
have a family member who has) see their own or their loved one’s 
service there as lasting about as long as expected.  But 37% say they 
or their loved one spent more time there than expected. 
 
    LENGTH OF SERVICE IN IRAQ HAS BEEN…    

Among those served in Iraq/family served in Iraq 
    Longer than expected  37%  
    Shorter than expected   7  
    About as expected  50  
 
Two thirds say the service member in Iraq has been able to email or 
phone home frequently or occasionally.  And although many say the 
government has not provided its enlisted men and women in Iraq the 
resources they need, only 6% report that friends or family sent extra 
military equipment. 
 
As for what should happen now, 58% of those with ties to service in 
Iraq would like to see U.S. troops brought home.  28% want all troops 
removed now.   
 
  WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN WITH U.S. TROOPS IN IRAQ NOW? 
       Iraq Service 

All Families  
  Increase   10% 12% 
  Keep the same  25 27 
  Decrease   30 30 
  Remove all now  29 28 
 
President George W. Bush receives criticism from these families – both 
in general and more specifically for his handling of the war.  
Although they are more likely than Americans overall to approve of how 
the President is handling his job and the war in Iraq, more than half 



disapproves on each measure.  Just over one in 3 approves of how he 
has handled the war in Iraq. Like most Americans, a majority faults 
the President for not clearly telling Americans what the goals or 
situation are in Iraq. 
 
    VIEWS OF PRESIDENT BUSH     
        Iraq Service 

All Families  
  Approve as President  34% 40% 
  Disapprove as President 57 54 
   

Approve handling war  31% 38% 
  Disapprove handling war 63 59 
 
About a third identifies themselves as Republicans, while about the 
same number say they are Democrats.  About one in 4 call themselves 
Independents.  Women and African Americans are disproportionately 
represented in this groups, and both are generally more likely to 
identify themselves as Democrats.   
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
This poll was conducted among a nationwide random sample of 1136 adults, 
interviewed by telephone March 9-12, 2006.  The error due to sampling for 
results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus three percentage 
points.   
 
The poll includes an oversample of people who have served in the military in 
Iraq or have an immediate family member who has served there. A total of 247 
interviews were conducted with this group. They were then weighted to their 
proper proportion within the total sample.  The margin of error for this 
group (those who have served or have a family member who has served in Iraq) 
is plus or minus six points. 
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q1 Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job 
as President? 
 
                              ***** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***** 
                         Total    Iraq Service Families 
                               %    % 
Approve                       34   40 
Disapprove                    57   54 
DK/NA                          9    6 
 
q6 Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling the 
situation with Iraq? 
 
Approve                       31   38 
Disapprove                    63   59 
DK/NA                          6    3 
 
q20 Would you say you feel proud about what the U.S. is doing in the war with 
Iraq or not proud about what the U.S. is doing?  
 
Proud                         46   56 
Not proud                     48   37 
Don't know/No answer           6    7 
 
q31 Looking back, do you think the United States did the right thing in 
taking military action against Iraq, or should the US have stayed out?  
 
Right thing    41   48 
Stayed out    54   48 
Don't know/No answer   5    4 
 
q32 How would you say things are going for the US in its efforts to bring 
stability and order to Iraq? Would you say things are going very well, 
somewhat well, somewhat badly, or very badly?  
 
Very well                      4     7 
Somewhat well                 36   39 
Somewhat badly                28   23 
Very badly                    29   29 
Don't know/No answer           3     2 
 
q33 Regardless of whether you think taking military action in Iraq was the 
right thing to do--would you say that the U.S. is very likely to succeed in 
Iraq, somewhat likely to succeed, not very likely to succeed, or not at all 
likely to succeed in Iraq?  
 
Very likely                   15   20 
Somewhat likely               36   40 
Not very likely               31   25 
Not at all likely             16   13 
Don't know/No answer           2     2 
 



q34 From what you have seen or heard about the situation in Iraq, what should 
the United States do now--should the U.S. increase the number of U.S. troops 
in Iraq, keep the same number of U.S. troops in Iraq as there are now, 
decrease the number of U.S. troops in Iraq, or remove all its troops from 
Iraq? 
  
                              ***** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***** 
                         Total    Iraq Service Families 
      %    %      
Increase                      10   12 
Keep the same number          25   27 
Decrease                      30   30 
Remove all troops             29   28 
Don't know/No answer           6     3 
 
q37 Which comes closer to your view about the Iraq war: 1. The U.S. was right 
to remove Saddam Hussein AND stay in Iraq to help build a new government 
there; 2. The U.S. was right to remove Saddam, but then should have left Iraq 
soon after that, or 3. The U.S. should never have gotten involved in Iraq in 
the first place. 
 
Right to remove and stay      35   41 
Remove Saddam and left aft    22   23 
Never gotten involved         40   31 
DK/NA                          3    4 
 
q46 When George W. Bush talks about how things are going for the United 
States in Iraq today, do you think he is making things in Iraq sound better 
than they really are, making things sound worse than they really are, or is 
he describing the situation in Iraq accurately?  
 
Sound better                  66   61 
Sound worse                    6    5 
Describing accurately         23   28 
DK/NA                          5    6 
 
q52 Which do you think most Iraqi people are feeling right now -- grateful to 
the United States for getting rid of Saddam Hussein or resentful of the 
United States for being in Iraq right now?  
 
Grateful                      32   37 
Resentful                     46   40 
Both (Vol.)                   13   18 
Don't know/No answer           9     5 
 
q54 Would you say there is a civil war going on in Iraq among different 
groups of Iraqis right now, or not? 
 
Yes                           71   70 
No                            21   22 
DK/NA                          8     8 
 
 
q60 From what you know, do you think the U.S. government is giving U.S. 
troops in Iraq enough resources and military equipment to succeed, or not? 
 



                              ***** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***** 
                         Total    Iraq Service Families 
      %    %       
Yes                           37   36 
No                            50   58 
DK/NA                         13    6 
 
q63 Do you or does any member of your immediate family now serve in the U.S. 
armed forces or in the U.S. reserves? 
 
No     78   27 
Yes, self     1    3 
Yes, other    21   69 
Yes, self and other   0    1 
DK/NA      0     0 
 
q64 Have you or has any member of your immediate family served in the armed 
forces in Iraq? 
 
No                            82    0 
Yes, self                      1    7 
Yes, other                    16   93 
DK/NA                          1    0 
 
q65 Do you personally have a close friend or relative who has served or is 
currently serving in the armed forces in Iraq? 
 
Yes                           37   
No                            45 
Self/Immediate family in Iraq 17   
DK/NA                          1  
 
q66 Are you currently serving in the U.S. military with the possibility of 
returning to Iraq, serving in the U.S. military but will not return to Iraq, 
or are you no longer serving in the U.S. military?  
q71 Is he or she currently serving in the U.S. military in Iraq, serving 
elsewhere with the possibility of returning to Iraq, serving elsewhere and 
will not return to Iraq, or is he or she no longer serving in the U.S. 
military?  
 
         Asked only of those who said  
      “yes, self” or “yes, other” in q 64 
Serving currently in Iraq        24 
Serving elsewhere may return     27 
Serving elsewhere won't return       18 
No longer serving                27 
Wounded/injured/deceased     2 
DK/NA                             2 
 
 
 
q67 Would you say you have spent more time in Iraq than you expected, less 
time than you expected, or about as long as you expected? 
q72 Would you say he or she has spent more time in Iraq than he or she 
expected, less time than he or she expected, or about as long as he or she 
expected? 



 
       Asked of those who said  
      “yes, self” or “yes, other” in q 64 
More time                        37 
Less time                          7 
About as long as expected        50 
DK/NA                             6 
 
q68 When you have been in Iraq, how often did you get a chance to talk or 
email with friends and family back home -- frequently, occasionally, only 
once in a while, or hardly ever? 
q73 When he or she has been in Iraq, how often did they get a chance to talk 
or email with friends and family back home -- frequently, occasionally, only 
once in a while, or hardly ever?  
           
Frequently                       36 
Occasionally                     31 
Only once in a while             20 
Hardly ever                        4 
Never (vol.)                       1 
DK/NA                              8 
 
b69 Did any friends or family back home ever send you any extra military 
equipment, or not?  
b74 Did any friends or family back home ever send him or her any extra 
military equipment, or not?  
 
Yes         6 
No        84 
DK/NA        10 
  
q70 Did you enlist in the regular U.S. armed forces, in the U.S. reserves, or 
in the U.S. national guard?   
q75 Did he or she enlist in the in the regular U.S. armed forces, in the U.S. 
reserves, or in the U.S. national guard?   
 
Regular armed forces     71 
Reserves                 10 
National Guard           13 
DK/NA                     6 
 
 

UNWEIGHTED  WEIGHTED
Total Respondents   1136 
 
Iraq service families   247    199 
 
   
 
 


