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January 23, 2014 

 
The Honorable Eric H. Holder 
Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 
 
 
Dear Attorney General Holder: 
 
As the Congresswoman for the 18th Congressional District of Texas, I am writing to 
request the Department of Justice to conduct an investigation and take appropriate 
action in connection with the investigation into the death of Alfred Wright, a 28-year old 
African American male from Jasper, Texas, whose body was found 19 days after he was 
first reported missing in a location that had allegedly been searched more than 17 days 
before by local law enforcement officials.  
 
Despite credible and overwhelming evidence to the contrary, local law enforcement 
officials ruled the death of Mr. Young as “accidental” and ceased their investigation. 
Equally troubling is the fact that one of the last persons to see Alfred Wright alive is a 
Sabine County law enforcement officer and who, according to the Wright family, has yet 
to be questioned fully by investigators. 
 
As discussed below, this case appears to bear the indicia of a suspicious crime in which 
an African American male is yet again the victim of an act of lethal violence.  And it is 
unfortunate, and may even be coincidental, that the death of Alfred Wright occurred in 
an area of southeast Texas with a documented history of racial violence against African 
Americans, the most notorious instance of which is the grisly 1998 murder of James 
Byrd, Jr. in Jasper, Texas. 
 
The facts that have come to my attention regarding this tragic case are compelling and 
can be briefly recounted. 
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1. Alfred Wright, who was raised in Jasper, Texas, graduated from Jasper High School 
in 2003 and attended the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor on a football scholarship 
before transferring to the University of Tennessee from which he graduated magna 
cum laude with a baccalaureate degree in physical therapy. Some time after 
graduation, Alfred Wright and his wife Lauren, along with their two sons, moved 
back to his home town of Jasper, Texas, to serve his community as a physical 
therapist. 

 
2. On November 7, 2013, Alfred Wright’s truck overheated and broke down at the 

CL&M liquor store on Highway 87, which is about 4 miles south of the rural 
southeast Texas town of Hemphill, where Alfred Wright worked as a home 
healthcare physical therapist. He was last seen alive at this location talking on his 
cell phone by the store clerk who was outside the store on her break and by Sabine 
County Deputy Sheriff David West who said he had gotten off of his shift and 
stopped by the liquor store to pick up a six-pack of beer. 

 
3. After being reported missing by family members of Alfred Wright, Sabine County law 

enforcement officials organized a search of the surrounding area in which Alfred 
Wright was last seen. The search, however, was inexplicably discontinued after three 
days even though it had uncovered several articles of Alfred Wright’s clothing found 
approximately 100 meters from where he was last seen. 

 
4. On November 10, 2013, Sabine County Sheriff Thomas Maddox announced that he 

was calling off the search for Alfred Wright because he had concluded there were no 
signs of foul play and had learned there was a legal proceeding against Alfred Wright 
pending in Memphis, Tennessee, implying that Alfred Wright had gone into hiding 
to avoid the legal proceeding. This implication is refuted by the Wright family and by 
the attorney Alfred Wright had retained to represent him in the Tennessee legal 
proceeding who has stated publicly that Alfred Wright had no reason to go into 
hiding because he had always proclaimed his innocence of the charges involved in 
the Tennessee legal proceeding, had rejected plea bargains, and was looking forward 
to vindicating himself in court. 

 
5. On November 25, 2013, the body of Alfred Wright was discovered by a family-led 

search party, just 25 yards from where Alfred Wright had last been seen. According 
to the Wright family, the condition of Alfred Wright’s unclothed body when it was 
found, with the exception of his slit throat, missing ear, and two missing teeth, was 
pristine and was inconsistent with the condition of a body that had been exposed for 
18 days to the elements and scavenging birds and animals. 

 
6. The Sabine County Sheriff’s department did not take statements from the members 

of the search party who found Alfred’s body. Nor did any other law enforcement 
agency according to the Wright family. 

 
7. On December 4, 2013, a preliminary autopsy was conducted by a forensic medical 

management service firm in Beaumont, Texas, which ruled out homicide as the cause 
of death. The official autopsy report issued January 7, 2014, states the time of death 
as November 25, 2013, which is 18 days after Alfred Wright was reported missing. 
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8. On or about December 13, 2013, an independent autopsy was conducted at the 

request of the Wright family by a forensic specialist from Houston, Texas, who 
concluded that her findings “are definitely suspicious for homicidal violence.” 
However, the examiner characterized her findings as “preliminary,” and submitted a 
request for photographs from the first autopsy in order to confirm her initial 
findings. According to the Wright family, despite their requests, those photographs 
have not been provided to date. 

 
Based on the facts above, I am requesting the Department of Justice to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding this tragedy and to take appropriate action in protecting the 
civil rights of all Americans and ensuring that all persons receive equal justice under 
law. We are all better off when the facts are discovered, the truth is discerned and the 
family and the community are at peace.  
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Glenn Rushing, 
my Chief of Staff, at (202) 225-3816, or by email at Glenn.Rushing@mail.house.gov.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Very Truly Yours,  

J 
Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 


