CBS NEWS/ NEW YORK TI MES POLL
The Bush Agenda and the GOP Congress
Novenber 20-24, 2002

gl Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W Bush is handling his job as
Presi dent ?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***
* Kk k% Party ID****

Tot al Rep Dem I nd Oct 02f
% % % % %
Appr ove 65 91 40 65 62
Di sapprove 27 5 49 24 28
DK/ NA 8 4 11 11 10

g2 Do you feel things in this country are generally going in the right direction or do
you feel things have pretty seriously gotten off on the wong track?

Ri ght direction 41 66 20 38 41
W ong track 49 24 73 48 52
DK/ NA 10 10 7 14 7

g3 Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W Bush is handling foreign policy?

Appr ove 54 83 32 51 54
Di sapprove 33 9 53 35 34
DK/ NA 13 8 15 14 12

g4 How about the econony? Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W Bush is
handl i ng the econony?

Appr ove 45 73 21 44 46
Di sapprove 45 16 69 46 43
DK/ NA 10 11 10 10 11

g5 How would you rate the condition of the national econony these days? Is it very good,
fairly good, fairly bad or very bad?

Very good 2 4 0 1 1
Fairly good 46 60 38 43 44
Fairly bad 37 28 41 41 38
Very bad 13 5 21 12 15
DK/ NA 2 3 0 3 1

g6 Do you think the economy is getting better, getting worse, or staying about the sanme?

Getting better 19 39 8 13 17
Getting worse 30 10 42 34 34
St ayi ng about sane 50 47 50 51 48

DK/ NA 1 4 0 2 1
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g7 In general, is your opinion of the Republican party favorable or not favorable?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***
* k k% Party ID****

Tot al Rep Dem I nd Cct 02f

% % % % %
Favor abl e 51 95 21 43 54
Not favorable 39 4 73 37 35
DK/ NA 10 1 6 20 11
g8 In general, is your opinion of the Denpcratic party favorable or not favorable?
Favor abl e 45 16 77 41 55
Not favorable 44 80 18 39 36
DK/ NA 11 4 5 20 9

g9 Do you think the Denbcrats have a clear plan for the country, or don't the Denpcrats
have a clear plan for the country?

Yes 31 20 44 28 31~
No 52 72 39 48 49
DK/ NA 17 8 17 24 20

*Trend is anong regi stered voters

gl0 Do you think the Republicans have a clear plan for the country, or don't the
Republ i cans have a clear plan for the country?

Yes 46 78 27 38 42*
No 39 17 58 40 39
DK/ NA 15 5 15 22 19

*Trend is anpong regi stered voters

gll Do you think there are any inportant differences in what the Denocratic and
Republican parties stand for?

*** VOTED I N’ 02 ELECTIONS **

Yes 77 89 78 60
No 18 7 17 33
DK/ NA 5 4 5 7

gl2 What's the nost inportant difference in what the Denpcratic and Republican parties
stand for?

VOTERS WHO SAID “YES” IN QL1

| deol ogy 24 28 20 22
For/ Not for the people 11 3 22 8
Econony 10 4 14 14
For the rich/For the poor 9 4 15 5
Gover nment Spendi ng 8 16 3 2
Soci al Prograns 7 8 5 7
Taxes 6 11 2 4
Donmesti ¢ Prograns 3 1 3 5
Abortion 3 5 1 3
M litary/ Def ense Policy 2 3 1 4
O her 6 9 2 13
DK/ NA 11 8 12 13
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gl13 Do you think of your vote for Congress this fall as a vote for George W Bush, a vote
agai nst George W Bush, or don't you think of your vote this fall as being about George
W Bush's presidency?

VOTERS - HALF SAMPLE A
**% Party |D ***

Tot al Rep Dem I nd Oct 02f *
% % % % %
Vot e for Bush 35 62 14 26 31
Vot e agai nst Bush 17 1 39 11 19
Bush not a factor 43 34 43 55 40
DK/ NA 5 3 4 8 10

*Trend is anong regi stered voters

gl4 Do you think of your vote for Congress this fall as a vote for George W Bush's
policies, a vote against George W Bush's policies, or don't you think of your vote this
fall as being about George W Bush's policies?

VOTERS - HALF SAMPLE B

Vot e for Bush's policies 30 57 12 29
Vot e agai nst Bush's polici 24 6 42 17
Bush policies not a factor 37 35 34 44
DK/ NA 9 2 12 10

gl5 If George W Bush is renom nated as the Republican Party's nomi nee for president in
2004, do you think you will probably vote for George W Bush, or vote for the Denocratic
candi date, or don't you know yet?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***

George W Bush 32 73 9 21
Denocrati c candi date 18 0 45 10
Don't know yet 47 26 45 65
DK/ NA 3 1 1 4

gl6 Do you think the Denpocrats should give Al Gore another chance to run and nom nate him
for President in 2004, or do you think the Denocrats should nom nate soneone new in 20047

Nom nate Al Core 27 19 33 26
Nom nat e someone new 62 71 55 60
It depends (Vol.) 3 1 4 4
DK/ NA 8 9 8 10
gl7 When the new Congress begins in January, which party will have nore seats -- the

Republ i cans or the Denocrats?

Republ i cans 78 90 77 69
Denocr at s 8 2 12 11
DK/ NA 14 8 11 20

gl8 I n general, are you pleased or disappointed with the outcone of the Novenber
el ections for Congress, or don't you care much one way or the other?

Pl eased 37 72 15 29
Di sappoi nt ed 26 4 52 22
Don't care nuch 31 20 28 41

DK/ NA 6 4 5 8
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gl9 Wick one issue was the nost inportant in deciding who to vote for for U S. House of
Represent ati ves?

VOTED I N ' 02 ELECTI ONS
* %k %k % Party ID*****
Tot al Rep Dem I nd
% % %
Econony 10
Soc. Security/ Medicare 4
Educati on
M sc. Government |ssues
Terrorism security/safety
Abortion
Forei gn Policy
Republ i cans
The President
Taxes/ I RS
Guns
War
Speci fic Country/ person
Politicians / CGovernnment
Denocr at s
Defense / Mlitary
O her
DK/ NA
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g20 Do you think it is better for the country to have a President who cones fromthe sane
political party that controls Congress, or do you think it is better to have a President
fromone political party and the Congress controlled by another?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS *** Oct 02f
%
Better when sanme party 36 53 28 29 38
Better when different party 41 23 51 45 42
DK/ NA 23 24 21 26 20

g23 In January, the Republican party will take over control of both houses of Congress.
Do you think under Republican control of Congress, the United States will be nore secure
against terrorist attacks than it is now, |ess secure, or will the United States be about
as secure against terrorist attacks as it is now?

More secure 29 50 14 25
Less secure 8 1 14 9
About as secure as it is now 55 43 65 56
DK/ NA 8 6 7 10

g24 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, will the nation's econony get better, get
wor se, or stay about the sane?

Get better 28 53 12 22
Cet worse 23 2 45 20
Stay about the sane 40 35 38 45

DK/ NA 9 10 5 13
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g25 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, do you think your taxes will increase,
decrease, or stay about the sane?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***
* % % Party ID****

Tot al Rep Dem I nd
% % % %

I ncrease 40 18 58 43
Decr ease 14 23 9 11
Stay about the sane 40 54 28 39
DK/ NA 6 5 5 7
g26 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, do you think your famly's financia
situation will get better, get worse, or stay about the sane?
Better 20 38 6 18
Wor se 21 4 40 19
Stay about the sane 54 55 53 55
DK/ NA 5 3 1 8
g27 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, do you think big business will have nore
i nfluence in Washi ngton, |ess influence, or will big business have about the sane anount

of influence as it does now?

More i nfl uence 44 22 67 42
Less infl uence 6 8 6 3
Sanme i nfluence as now 44 66 25 44
DK/ NA 6 4 2 11
g28 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, do you think the federal courts will becone
nore conservative, | ess conservative, or will the federal courts remain about the sane as

they are now?

More conservative 42 48 43 38
Less conservative 6 5 6 6
Same as they are now 46 44 46 47
DK/ NA 6 3 5 9
g29 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, do you think war with Iraq is nore |ikely,
less likely, or about the sane as it is now?
More |ikely 55 47 69 49
Less likely 4 1 4 6
About the same 38 49 25 40
DK/ NA 1 3 2 5
g30 How rmuch do you think George W Bush cares about the needs and probl ens of people
i ke yourself -- a lot, sone, not nuch, not alI'?
Jan02c
%
A |l ot 32 60 10 28 34
Sone 32 30 31 34 42
Not ruch 22 6 37 22 16
Not at all 12 3 19 14 7
DK/ NA 2 1 3 2 1
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g31 How much do you think George W Bush cares about the needs and problems of blacks --
a lot, sonme, not nuch, or not at all?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***
* % % Party ID****

Tot al Rep Dem I nd Jun01b
% % % % %
Al ot 27 52 8 23 18
Sone 35 31 36 37 37
Not nmuch 20 7 35 18 19
Not at all 11 2 18 13 15
DK/ NA 7 8 3 9 11

g32 Do you have confidence in George W Bush's ability to deal wisely with an
international crisis, or are you uneasy about his approach?

Jun02b
Confi dence 53 85 28 49 62
Uneasy 43 14 69 43 32
DK/ NA 4 1 3 8 6

g33 Do you have confidence in George W Bush's ability to make the right decisions about
the nation's econony, or are you uneasy about his approach?

Confi dence 47 78 21 45
Uneasy 48 17 77 48
DK/ NA 5 5 2 7

g34 Do you think of George W Bush as more of a liberal, a noderate, or a conservative?

Jan02c
Li ber al 13 8 16 14 11
Moder at e 29 28 26 32 41
Conservative 47 57 48 38 41
DK/ NA 11 7 10 16 7

g35 Do you think the religious right has too nuch influence, too little influence, or the
ri ght amount of influence in the Bush admi nistration?

Mar Ola
Too nuch 22 10 30 26 22
Too little 20 11 30 20 19
Ri ght anount 39 67 23 31 31
Has no influence (vol.) 2 2 2 3 2
DK/ NA 17 10 15 20 26

g36 Now on the subject of taxes. How much have you heard or read about the tax cuts which
were enacted in 2001 ? a lot, sonme, or not much so far?

A | ot 15 19 15 13
Sonme 34 35 35 32
Not rmruch so far 50 46 49 53

DK/ NA 1 0 1 2
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g37 In general
know enough about the tax cuts to say?

**% TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***
**% Party | D ***

Tot al Rep Dem I nd
% % % %
Good i dea 23 40 7 23
Bad i dea 20 7 34 18
Don't know enough to say 55 52 56 56
DK/ NA 2 1 3 3
g38 Have those tax cuts made a significant
after taxes, or not?
Have made a difference 17 18 12 21
Have not 74 71 80 71
DK/ NA 9 11 8 8

g39 Do you think the government can reduce the federa
the sanme time?

Can 42 57 27 44
Cannot 48 34 65 45
DK/ NA 10 9 8 11

g40 I f you had to choose,
t axes?

woul d you prefer reducing the

Reduci ng budget deficit 45 43 53 41
Cutting taxes 44 48 39 46
Both (vol.) 4 4 2 5
DK/ NA 7 5 6 8
g4l Overall, do you think the

econony, bad for the econony, or

*** HALF SAMPLE C ***

Good for the econony 20 36 9 17
Bad for the econony 12 3 17 15
Haven't made nuch differen 61 56 67 61
DK/ NA 7 5 7 7

*Varied wording: Do you think the recent tax cuts have been good for the econony,
or don't you think they’ve nade nuch difference one way or the other?

econony,

g42 Overall,

for the nation's econony, bad for the econony, or

way or the other?

*** HALF SAMPLE D ***
Good for the econony 20 44 9 11
Bad for the econony 12 2 23 9
Haven't made nuch difference 61 46 64 70
DK/ NA 7 6 4 10

Nov

do you think those tax cuts were a good idea or

difference in the anpunt

f eder al

20-24, 2002 7

a bad idea, or don't you

of noney you have

budget deficit and cut taxes at

budget deficit or cutting

Cct 96e
%
55
41
4

tax cuts enacted in 2001 have been good for the nation's
haven't they nade nuch di fference one way or the other?

Jan02c*
28
13
56

3
bad for the

do you think the tax cuts enacted in 2001 by George W Bush have been good
haven't they nade ruch di fference one
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g43 From what you have heard so far, who do you think has benefitted the nost fromthe
tax cuts ---- rich people, poor people, or mddle incone people?

**% HALF SAMPLE C ***
**% Party | D ***

Tot al Rep Dem I nd

% % % %

Ri ch peopl e 62 43 82 62
Poor peopl e 3 6 1 2
M ddl e i ncone people 20 28 9 22
Rich and m ddl e i ncome people O 0 0 0
Poor and m ddl e i nconme people O 1 0 0
All three/everybody (vol.) 3 4 0 5
No one (vol.) 1 1 1 1
DK/ NA 11 17 7 8

g44 From what you've heard so far, who do you think has benefitted the nost from George
W Bush's tax cuts ---- rich people, poor people, or mddle incone people?

*** HALF SAMPLE D ***

Ri ch people 57 27 82 59
Poor peopl e 4 7 1 5
M ddl e i ncone people 26 42 12 25
Rich and m ddl e i ncome people O 0 0 0
Poor and m ddl e i nconme people O 1 0 0
Al'l three/everybody (vol.) 3 9 0 1
No one (vol.) 1 2 1 2
DK/ NA 9 12 4 8

g45 The tax cuts passed in 2001 are scheduled to take effect over a nine year period and
then taxes will go back to where they were before the tax cuts. Which conmes closer to
your view. 1) the country should continue cutting taxes right now and shoul d consi der
making all the tax cuts permanent or 2) the country should not continue to cut taxes

ri ght now and not consider making the tax cuts permanent.

*** HALF SAMPLE C ***

Shoul d be made per manent 45 53 34 47
Shoul d not be permanent 44 36 52 43
Keep cuts/but not perm(vol.) 1 1 1 2
DK/ NA 10 10 13 8

g46 The Bush tax cuts passed in 2001 are scheduled to take effect over a nine year period
and then taxes will go back to where they were before the tax cuts. \Wich cones closer to
your view. 1) the country should continue cutting taxes right now and shoul d consi der
maki ng all the Bush tax cuts permanent or 2) the country shoud not continue to cut taxes
ri ght now and not consider meking the Bush tax cuts pernmanent.

*** HALF SAMPLE D ***

Shoul d be nmade permanent 37 63 21 31
Shoul d not be permanent 52 25 71 55
Keep cuts/but not perm (vol.) 2 2 1 3

DK/ NA 9 10 7 11
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g47 When the tax cuts were passed, there was a budget surplus. Do you think using a
signi ficant portion of the budget surplus to cut taxes was the best thing to do or would
it have been better to have spent the noney on prograns |ike Social Security and

Medi car e?

**% TOTAL RESPONDENTS ***
**% Party |D ***

Tot al Rep Dem I nd Jan02c
% % % % %
Tax cut was the best thing 23 50 7 17 27
Better used for Soc. Security 69 41 90 72 65
DK/ NA 8 9 3 11 8

g48 Now turning to the subject of the environnment. Wen it comes to regulating the
environnental and safety practices of business, do you think the federal governnent is
doi ng enough, should it do nore, or should it do | ess?

Jul 00a
Doi ng enough 25 38 20 21 27
Shoul d do nore 62 46 72 67 53
Shoul d do | ess 7 12 4 6 11
DK/ NA 6 4 4 6 9

g49 Do you agree or disagree with the followi ng statenent: Protecting the environnent is
so inportant that requirenents and standards cannot be too high and conti nuing
envi ronnental inprovenments nust be made regardl ess of the cost?

Jan02c
Agr ee 57 41 66 62 56
Di sagree 36 52 30 30 39
DK/ NA 7 7 4 8 5

g50 Wth Republicans in control of Congress, do you think pollution and ot her
environnental problens are likely to get better, get worse, or stay about the sane as
they are now?

Get better 10 16 4 10
Get worse 27 8 43 27
Stay the sanme as now 59 71 50 58
DK/ NA 4 5 3 5
g51 Currently, drilling for oil and natural gas is prohibited in Alaska's Arctic Nationa
W ldlife Refuge. Do you approve or disapprove of the proposal to open up the Arctic
National WIldlife Refuge in Alaska for oil and natural gas drilling?
Apr 01b

** HALF SAMPLE C ** %
Appr ove 39 57 26 36 37
Di sapprove 55 37 68 59 54

DK/ NA 6 6 6 5 9
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g52 Currently, drilling for oil and natural gas is prohibited in Al aska's Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge. Do you approve or di sapprove of George W Bush's proposal to open up the
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge in Alaska for oil and natural gas drilling?

** HALF SAMPLE D **
**% Party |D ***

Tot al Rep Dem I nd

% % % %

Appr ove 40 66 25 34

Di sapprove 52 29 67 57

DK/ NA 8 5 8 9
g53 Do you think the Social Security systemw ||l have the noney avail able to provide the

benefits you expect for your retirement?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS *** Jan02b
Yes 28 36 22 25 34
No 55 47 59 58 46
Al ready getting SS (vol.) 9 9 12 8 10
DK/ NA 8 8 7 9 11

g54 Some peopl e have suggested allowi ng individuals to invest portions of their Socia
Security taxes on their own, which mght allow themto nmake nore noney for their
retirement, but would involve greater risk. Do you think allowi ng individuals to invest a
portion of their Social Security taxes on their own is a good idea or a bad idea?

Good i dea 48 61 36 48 54
Bad i dea 46 33 60 45 39
DK/ NA 6 6 4 7 7

g55 If people chose to invest their Social Security taxes in the stock market |ost their
noney, should it be the governnent's responsibility to nake up the | osses, or should this
not be the governnent's responsibility?

Jan02b
Governnment's responsibility 12 3 19 12 10
Not government's resp. 85 95 77 85 85
DK/ NA 3 2 4 3 5
g56 What do you think is nore inmportant -- producing energy, or protecting the
envi ronnent ?

AugOlc
Produci ng energy 29 44 23 23 27
Protecting the environnment 57 41 66 62 59
DK/ NA 14 15 11 15 14

g57 What do you think George W Bush thinks is nore inportant — producing energy, or
protecting the environnent?

Produci ng energy 68 59 79 64 69
Protecting the environnment 11 13 7 12 16
DK/ NA 21 28 14 24 15
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g58 Now turning to the subject of the courts. Wien new judges are appointed to the
courts, should those judges be reviewed and confirmed by Congress as quickly as possible,
or should the Congress take as much tine as it needs to review new judges?

** HALF SAMPLE C **
* k k% Party ID****

Tot al Rep Dem I nd

% % % %

Revi ewed & confirned quickly 26 43 17 21
Take as nmuch time as it needs 70 54 79 74
DK/ NA 4 3 4 5

g59 Now turning to the subject of the courts. Wen President George W Bush appoi nts new
judges to the courts, should those judges be reviewed and confirmed by Congress as

qui ckly as possible, or should Congress take as nmuch tine as it needs to review new

j udges?

** HALF SAMPLE D **

Revi ewed & confirmed quickly 24 36 16 22
Take as nuch tine as it needs 73 63 80 74
DK/ NA 3 1 4 4

g60 As president, George W Bush may appoint as nmany as three justices to the United
States Supreme Court. Do you think Bush's nominees to the U S. Suprene Court will be nore
conservative than you would |i ke, not conservative enough, or about right?

*** TOTAL RESPONDENTS *** Jun01b

More conservative 29 9 48 30 31

Not conservative enough 11 5 19 9 14

About ri ght 50 77 27 50 47

DK/ NA 10 9 6 11 8

g61 Currently the federal governnent taxes the estates -- that is, the property and noney
-- people leave when they die. In a few years, that tax will only apply to estates worth
nore than $3.5 million, and by 2010 there woul d be no tax on any estate, no matter what

it is worth. Wiich cones closer to your view ? 1. There should be no tax on any estate or
2. The estate tax should be elimnated for nopst people, but kept in place for the very
| ar gest estates?

** HALF SAMPLE C **

No tax on any estate 41 48 33 41
Tax only on |arge estates 54 49 61 52
Neither/tax all estates (vol.) 2 0 4 1

DK/ NA 3 3 2 6
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g62 Currently the federal governnment taxes the estates ? that is, the property and noney
peopl e | eave when they die. In a few years, that tax will only apply to estates worth
nore than $3.5 million, and by 2010 there woul d be no tax on any estate no matter what it
is worth. Which conmes closer to your view ? 1. There should be no tax on any estate as
Ceorge W Bush proposes or 2. The estate tax should be elimnated for nobst people,

but kept in place for the very largest estates as the Denocrats propose?

** HALF SAMPLE C **
* Kk k% Party ID****

Tot al Rep Dem I nd
% % % %
No tax on any estate 44 67 23 46
Tax only on | arge estates 47 27 67 45
Neither/tax all estates (vol.) 2 3 3 2
DK/ NA 7 3 7 7
UNWEI GHTED W\EI GHTED

Tot al Respondents 996
Total Voters 594 538
Total Republicans 296 287
Total Denocrats 328 315
Total I ndependents 372 394
Hal f Sanple A 307 274
Hal f Sanple B 287 265
Hal f Sanmple C 488 503

Hal f Sanple D 508 493



