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Most Americans believe they are better informed about Islam than they were five 
years ago, but more Americans have an unfavorable impression of it than did in 
2002.  Fewer than one in five say their impression of Islam is favorable, and 
Americans are more likely than not to believe that Islam encourages violence more 
than other religions. 
 
Even though 56% of Americans say they know more now about Islam than they did 
five years ago, only 19% have a favorable impression of it, as opposed to 45% of 
Americans who view Islam unfavorably.  36% say they haven’t heard enough or don’t 
know enough to say.   
 
This is a more negative view of the religion than Americans held in February, 
when just 36% of Americans had an unfavorable impression.  The public’s 
impression of Islam has diminished even more compared with four years ago.  In 
February 2002 – less than six months after the terrorist attacks of 9/11 – the 
ountry was evenly divided in its impression of Islam. c

 
WHAT IS YOUR IMPRESSION OF ISLAM? 

     Now  2/2006 2/2002 
  Favorable  19%  23%  30% 
  Unfavorable 45  36  33 
 
The last few months have seen escalating sectarian violence between Shiite and 
Sunni Islamic factions in Iraq and the ongoing trial of Zacarias Moussaoui in the 
United States.  In that time, Americans have become increasingly likely to 
believe that Islam encourages violence, at least in comparison to other religions 
around the world.  Now 46% of Americans believe Islam encourages violence more 
than other religions, compared with 39% of Americans who felt that way two months 
ago and 35% who felt that way in March 2002 (according to a Gallup Poll). 
 

COMPARED WITH OTHER RELIGIONS, ISLAM ENCOURAGES VIOLENCE… 
     Now  2/2006 3/2002 (Gallup) 
   More  46%  39%  35% 
   Same  30  35  49 
   Less   7   8  12 
 
Americans who feel they are better informed about Islam now than they were five 
years ago are even more likely to have a negative view of Islam than Americans 
overall. 
 
 



ISLAM AND OTHER RELIGIOUS FAITHS 
 
When compared with some other religions practiced in America, positive views of 
Islam rank below those for mainstream Protestantism, Catholicism, Judaism, and 
Christian fundamentalist faiths.  Only Scientology, of all the religions asked 
about, ranks lower.   
 
58% of Americans say they have a favorable impression of Protestantism, while 
nearly half of all Americans have a favorable impression of Catholicism (48%) and 
Judaism (47%).  Americans are divided over Christian fundamentalist religions, 
with 31% having a favorable impression and 31% having an unfavorable impression.   
 
Many Americans, however, don’t have much of an impression of these religions 
either way - at least three out of ten Americans say they don’t know enough about 
Christian fundamentalist religions, Judaism, or other Protestant faiths to give 
an opinion.  In contrast, only 15% of the public could not give an opinion of 
Catholicism.  However, the vast majority of Americans don’t have an opinion of 
the current pope.  76% of Americans - including 53% of Catholics – have no 
opinion or haven’t heard enough about Pope Benedict XVI.  Those with an opinion 
are overwhelmingly more positive than negative:  14% to 4% among all Americans, 
and 40% to 1% among Catholics. 
 
Negative views far outstrip positive views for Islam, Mormonism and Scientology.  
As with Islam, only one in five Americans have a favorable impression of the 
Mormon religion, and only 8% of Americans have a favorable view of Scientology.  
But about four in 10 haven’t heard enough about those three religions to have an 
opinion. 

 
WHAT IS YOUR IMPRESSION OF…? 

             Don’t 
        Favorable Unfavorable Know 
 Protestantism/other Christians  58%   12%   30% 
 The Catholic religion   48%   37%   15 
 The Jewish religion    47%   16%   37 
 Christian fundamentalists religions 31%         31%   38 
 The Mormon religion    20%         39%   41 
 Islam      19%   45%   36 
 Scientology      8%   52%   40 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This poll was conducted among a nationwide random sample of 899 adults, interviewed by 
telephone April 6-9, 2006.  The error due to sampling for results based on the entire 
sample could be plus or minus three percentage points. Error for subgroups may be higher. 
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q60 Is your opinion of Pope Benedict the Sixteenth favorable, not favorable, undecided, 
or haven't you heard enough about Pope Benedict the Sixteenth yet to have an opinion?  
 
                     ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                 %             
Favorable                      14       
Not favorable                    4       
Undecided                       17       
Haven't heard enough           59       
Refused                          6       
 
q61 What is your impression of Christian fundamentalist religions?  As of today, is it 
very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't 
you heard enough about that to say?  
  
Very favorable                 12       
Somewhat favorable             19       
Somewhat unfavorable           16       
Very unfavorable               15       
Haven't heard enough           32       
DK/NA                           6       
 
q62 What is your impression of the Mormon religion? As of today, is it very favorable, 
somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't you heard enough 
about that to say?  
  
Very favorable                   3       
Somewhat favorable             17       
Somewhat unfavorable           19       
Very unfavorable               20       
Haven't heard enough           38       
DK/NA                           3       
 
q63 What is your impression of the Catholic religion? As of today, is it very favorable, 
somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't you heard enough 
about that to say?  
  
Very favorable                 12       
Somewhat favorable             36       
Somewhat unfavorable           24       
Very unfavorable               13       
Haven't heard enough           11       
DK/NA                           4       
 
q64 What is your impression of other Christian religions, such as Protestantism? As of 
today, is it very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, 
or haven't you heard enough about that to say?  
  
Very favorable                 16       
Somewhat favorable             42       
Somewhat unfavorable             7       
Very unfavorable                 5       
Haven't heard enough           27       
DK/NA                           3       



 
 
q65 What is your impression of the Jewish religion? As of today, is it very favorable, 
somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't you heard enough 
about that to say?  
  
                      ** TOTAL RESPONDENTS ** 
                                %             
Very favorable    10                 
Somewhat favorable             37       
Somewhat unfavorable           10       
Very unfavorable                 6       
Haven't heard enough           33       
DK/NA                           4       
 
q66 What is your impression of Scientology? As of today, is it very favorable, somewhat 
favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't you heard enough about that 
to say?  
  
Very favorable                  2       
Somewhat favorable               6       
Somewhat unfavorable           18       
Very unfavorable               34       
Haven't heard enough           37      
DK/NA                           3       
 
q67 What is your impression of the religion called Islam? As of today, is it very 
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, very unfavorable, or haven't you 
heard enough about that to say?  
  
            Feb06b 
             % 
Very favorable                   2            7 
Somewhat favorable             17           16 
Somewhat unfavorable           20           17 
Very unfavorable               25           19 
Haven't heard enough           31           32 
DK/NA                           5            9 
 
q68 Compared to five years ago, do you know more now than you did about Islam, less than 
you did, or hasn't your knowledge of Islam changed much compared to five years ago?  
  
Know more now                  56       
Know less now                    3       
Hasn't changed                 39       
DK/NA                           2       
 
q79 Generally speaking, do you think the Islamic religion encourages violence more than 
other religions around the world, about the same amount, or less than other religions 
around the world?  
  
More                           46      39       
Same amount                    30           35 
Less                             7            8 
DK/NA                          17           18 
 
 
TOTAL RESPONDENTS: 899 
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