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Americans divide over whether teaching the Bible in public schools 
would cross the line separating church and state.  However, most 
Americans would like to see the Bible taught – at least in literature 
classes -- and many want to give religious values more influence in 
the schools. 
 
46% of Americans say that teaching the Bible in a public school would 
violate the separation of church and state, and the same number says 
it would not.  But Americans' views about religion are related to 
their views on this Constitutional question: most of those for whom 
religion is extremely or very important in their own lives think 
teaching the Bible in a public school doesn't cross the church/state 
line; those for whom religion is just somewhat or not important say it 
does. 
 
  DOES TEACHING THE BIBLE VIOLATE CHURCH/STATE SEPARATION?  
      Importance of religion in own life… 
    All   Extremely/very     Somewhat/not at all  

Yes, violates 46%  34%    64% 
 No, does not 46  58    30 
 
Age, education, and geography also mark divisions on this question. A 
majority of those under 30, college graduates, and those who live in 
the Northeast and West say it violates that rule. Most Americans over 
64, Southerners, and those in rural areas say it does not.  
 
But teaching the Bible specifically as a piece of literature, in 
classes such as English or Social Studies, gets more approval – 64% of 
Americans think public schools should be allowed to teach the Bible 
this way. Both Protestants and Catholics would allow this, but 
Protestants are much more likely to do so. 
 
 SHOULD SCHOOLS BE ALLOWED TO TEACH THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE? 
    All   Protestants  Catholics 

Yes  64%  75%   56% 
  No  29  20   34 
 
People who read the Bible (or other sacred text) regularly especially 
favor teaching it as literature: more than seven in ten of them do. 
Even six in ten of those who read it less often favor the idea. Only 
those who never read any religious text at all oppose the idea.  



 
But many Americans would like to see religious and spiritual values, 
generally, have more influence in schools. Few think those values 
should have less influence.  Support for bringing more religious 
values into schools is especially high among those who say religion is 
a very or extremely important part of their lives. 
 
  RELIGIOUS VALUES INFLUENCE IN SCHOOLS SHOULD BE… 
      Importance of religion in own life… 
    All   Extremely/very      Somewhat/not at all  
 More than now 49%   66%    25% 
 Less than now 16    7    29 
 About the same 32   24    45 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
This poll was conducted among a nationwide random sample of 899 adults, 
interviewed by telephone April 6-9, 2006.  The error due to sampling for 
results based on the entire sample could be plus or minus three percentage 
points. Error for subgroups may be higher. 
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q81 In general, do you think that teaching the Bible in a public school does or does not 
violate the Constitution and the separation of church and state? 
  

TOTAL RESPONDENTS 
      % 
Does violate                  46       
Does not violate              46       
Depends (Vol.)                 2        
DK/NA                          6        
 
q82 Do you think public schools should or should not be allowed to teach the Bible as a 
piece of literature, in classes like English or Social Studies? 
 
Should                        64       
Should not                    29       
Depends (Vol.)                 4        
DK/NA                          3        
 
q83 Would you like to see religious and spiritual values have more influence in the 
schools than they do now, less influence, or about the same influence as they do now?  
  
More                          49       
Less                          16        
Same                          32       
DK/NA                          3        
 
 
 
Total Respondents: 899 
 
 


